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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 This Non-Technical Summary supports an application to vary the bespoke Environmental Permit (Ref 

BJ9908) to a scrap metal recycling facility at George Henry Road, Great Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands, 

DY4 7BS (the Site).  

1.1.2 The Site will be Operated by Enablelink Limited (the Operator), who have significant experience of 

responsibly managing and recycling ferrous and non-ferrous metals. The Site location and 

Environmental Permit Boundary are shown on Drawing No CE-GH-1815-DW01, Figure 2. There will 

be no change to the permit boundary or area of the Site. 

1.1.3 The Site will receive up to 350,000 tonnes per annum of ferrous and non-ferrous wastes. Some of the 

Site buildings (formerly used by Ervin Amasteel) will be demolished and replaced with purpose 

designed infrastructure to carryout scrap metal recycling. Plant and equipment formerly used by 

Ervin Amasteel, which is now obsolete, will be decommissioned and removed from the Site. None of 

the operations previously undertaken by Ervin Amasteel will continue at the Site, the facility will be 

used for scrap metal recycling only.  

1.1.4 The Site will accept predominantly non-hazardous wastes, although relatively small quantities of 

hazardous batteries, WEEE and end-of-life vehicles for depollution and dismantling will be received. 

The maximum capacity of hazardous waste receipt will be less than 10 tonnes per day and less than 

50 tonnes of such materials will be stored on Site at any one time.   

1.1.5 Hazardous and non-hazardous wastes will be stored, processed and dispatched in separate areas of 

the Site at all times to avoid mixing of the two. The Operator is aware that under the 

Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005, Regulation 18 prohibits the mixing of 

hazardous waste with non-hazardous waste.  

1.1.6 Scrap metal recycling operations will include shredding metals in a shredder to maximise waste 

recycling efficiency. The shredder will be housed in a building to minimise noise and dust emissions. 

The shredder incorporates an automatic water sprinkler system to control dust and a dedicated high 

efficiency cyclone and bag filter to remove any residual particulate emissions. Other processing plant 

includes mobile grabs to handle and load wastes, a loading shovel, screening plant and mechanical 

shears to cut metals. A weighbridge is installed to weigh incoming and outgoing waste loads. 

1.1.7 A detailed Nosie Impact Assessment and Noise Management Plan have been prepared for the Site. 

As part of this work, it is proposed to install a 4m high noise attenuation barrier along the eastern 

boundary of the Site to control potential noise emissions to local residents. 

1.1.8 The Site is surrounded on all sides by continuous security fencing, with secure vehicular access gates 

at the entrance that are kept closed and locked outside of operational hours. CCTV is also installed 

and a security guard will be deployed on Site outside of operational hours (7 days per week) for added 

security.  

1.1.9 The Site comprises an impermeable concrete pavement. Part of the Site drains to public storm water 

sewer and proposed drainage improvements at the Site include the installation of 3 No interceptors 
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and an attenuation tank to control surface water quality and flow to the storm water sewer (see 

Drawing No J8057-302 ‘Proposed Drainage Layout’). Foul water drainage from the Site discharges to 

the foul sewer via a separate interceptor.   

1.1.10 A series of fire-proof bays will be installed on Site that will be used for the storage and processing of 

scrap metal wastes.  

1.1.11 The Site has been adapted to meet the requirements of the Environment Agency’s ‘Fire Prevention 

Plans: Environmental Permits https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-prevention-plans-

environmental-permits/fire-prevention-plans-environmental-permits). Full details are included in 

the Fire Prevention Plan (Ref: CE-CO-1594-RP02), which supports the application. The purpose of the 

Fire Prevention Plan is to minimise any potential risk of fire at the Site. Wastes will not be burnt at 

the Site. 

1.1.12 Any fuels or oils stored on Site, e.g. for use in mobile plant, will be stored in either dedicated tanks 

or containers. These will be either double skinned tanks or located in an impermeable bunded area, 

with a capacity of at least 110% of the largest tank’s contents.   

1.1.13 The Operator recognises its need to operate the business in a manner which reflects good 

environmental management and is aware of the need to protect the local and global environment. 

1.1.14 The Company will incorporate its Environmental Management System (EMS) policies to ensure 

operations are undertaken in accordance with all relevant environmental legislation and best 

environmental practice. 

1.1.15 The Site will be managed by WAMITAB (Waste Management Industry Training and Advisory Board) 

accredited staff to ensure compliance with all regulatory requirements and the conditions of the 

Environmental Permit. It will also be subject to independent inspections by the Environment Agency.   

2 WASTE ACCEPTANCE  

2.1.1 All waste received at the Site will be subject to documented and recorded acceptance procedures in 

line with current legislation.  

2.1.2 All vehicles delivering wastes to the Site will stop at the weighbridge to be weighed and for 

inspection. Paperwork accompanying the load will be checked to make sure that only authorised 

wastes are accepted. Any unsuitable or non-conforming wastes will be rejected from the Site or if 

inadvertently deposited either reloaded onto the delivery vehicle for off-site removal to the waste 

producer or suitably authorised facility or else placed in a secure quarantine area, prior to off-site 

removal.   

2.1.3 All wastes will be visually inspected upon deposit as a further measure to ensure that only authorised 

wastes are accepted at the Site. 

2.1.4 The Site records will be kept of each waste load received and dispatched from the Site. Records will 

be available for inspection by the Environment Agency.   


