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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 This Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Information supports an application to vary 

the bespoke Environmental Permit (Ref BJ9908) to a scrap metal recycling facility at George 

Henry Road, Great Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 7BS (the Site).  

1.1.2 The ‘Proposed Works’ are summarised in paragraphs 1.1.3 to 1.1.11 below: 

1.1.3 Enablelink Limited (the Applicant and the Operator) will operate a scrap metal recycling 

facility, which will receive up to 350,000 tonnes per annum of ferrous and non-ferrous 

wastes.  

1.1.4 Scrap metal recycling operations will include shredding metals in a shredder to maximise 

waste recycling efficiency. The shredder has the capacity to process more than 75 tonnes 

per day of metal wastes. As a result, the Site is classed as an Installation and a 

comprehensive Best Available Techniques Assessment (CE-GH-1815-RP04) has been 

prepared for the Site as part of the application to transfer the permit. 

1.1.5 The Site is surrounded on all sides by continuous security fencing, with secure vehicular 

access gates at the entrance that are kept closed and locked outside of operational hours. 

CCTV is also installed and a security guard will be deployed on Site outside of operational 

hours (7 days per week) for added security.  

1.1.6 The Site comprises an impermeable concrete pavement. Part of the Site drains to public 

storm water sewer and proposed drainage improvements at the Site include the 

installation of 4 No interceptors and an attenuation system to control surface water quality 

and flow to the storm water sewer (see Drawing No J8057-302, Rev A ‘Proposed Drainage 

Layout’). Foul sewer drainage from the Site discharges to the foul sewer via a separate 

interceptor.   

1.1.7 As well as the shredder (see above), Site plant will include mobile mechanical grabs, a 

loading shovel, fork-lift truck, mechanical shears, trommel and a cyclone and bag filter 

house for particulate removal and capture. A series of bays will be installed for the storage 

and bulking up of wastes.  

1.1.8 The majority of wastes received on Site will be clean, non-combustible ferrous and non-

ferrous metals. However, some wastes such as fines from the trommel plant, metal borings 

and metal swarfs may be contaminated with small amounts of cutting oil etc. These wastes 

will be stored in fire-proof bays, which will be constructed of concrete with a minimum fire 

resistance period of 120 minutes. The height of the bay walls will be sufficient to prevent 

any potential fire ‘licking over’ from one bay to the other. 

1.1.9 In addition, up to 10 end of life vehicles per day may be accepted for depollution and 

dismantling. End of life vehicles will be depolluted in a dedicated depollution system. This 

enables fuel (diesel and petrol), brake fluid, waste oil coolant and screen wash to be 
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separately recovered from the vehicles and stored in a totally enclosed steel tank and 

bund. There are dedicated compartments within the tank for the storage of fuel, waste oil, 

coolant/screen wash and brake fluid.    

1.1.10 Any fuels or oils stored on Site, e.g. for use in mobile plant, will be stored in either dedicated 

tanks or containers. These will be either double skinned tanks or located in an impermeable 

bunded area, with a capacity of at least 110% of the largest tank’s contents.   

1.1.11 No substances that would be classified as ‘dangerous’ under the Control of Major 

Accident Hazards (COMAH) Regulations will be used at the Site for the operation of the 

facility.   

1.2 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

1.2.1 The purpose of the desk study, assessment and report is to provide further information 

relating to Natura 2000 sites, habitats and species. 

1.2.2 The scope of the report is therefore to: 

• Provide results of a desk study for Natura 2000 sites within 10km of the Proposed 

Works; 

• Provide further detail with regards to each site, including reason for designation, 

conservation objectives and potential impacts; and 

• Identify the potential impacts of the Proposed Works and any significant likely 

effects on ecological features of the Natura 2000 sites. 

1.2.3 Where internationally designated sites also contain nationally designated sites, these have 

also been referred to for the purposes of this assessment. 

1.2.4 This document is not a formal HRA, as these assessments must be carried out by a 

‘competent authority’; this report presents the findings of a desk study relating to the 

Proposed Works and Natura 2000 sites only to assist the undertaking of a HRA assessment. 

1.3 THE SITE 

1.3.1 The Site (National Grid Reference SO 98202 92925) is located off George Henry Road, Great 

Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 7BS. 

1.3.2 The Site is located in a mixed industrial and residential area. There are industrial premises 

located to the immediate north, west and south of the Site. The nearest residential 

receptors are located to the east of the Site, on Wolseley Road and Isaac Walton Place. The 

nearest houses are circa 50m from operational areas of the facility, separated by a steep 

bank on the eastern boundary of the Site. The River Tame runs parallel to the western 

boundary of the Site at c. 220 m at the closest point. 

1.3.3 Drawing No CE-GH-1815-DW01, Figure 2 indicates the extent of the Site, encompassing the 
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area for the Proposed Works. 

2 LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

2.1 LEGISLATION 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 
2019 (‘the Habitat Regulations’) 

2.1.1 The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (HMO, 

2019) consolidate the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 with 

subsequent amendments. This piece of legislation transposes into law (for England and 

Wales), the Habitats and Birds Directives.  

2.1.2 The Habitat Regulations protect numerous wild plants and animals (as well as the habitats 

which support them) from activities such as destruction, disturbance, killing, collection (for 

private use or sale) and several other activities. It also sets out measures to control 

operations which could potentially damage the Natura 2000 network. 

2.1.3 Regulation 105 requires planning authorities to assess the potential effects of plans on 

European Sites. Habitats Regulations Assessment (‘HRA’) is the process by which the 

requirements of the Habitats Directive are implemented and ensures that plans or projects 

will not adversely affect European Sites.  

2.1.4 The HRA process followed is largely based on the process set out in The Habitats 

Regulations Assessment of Local Development Documents, David Tyldesley and Associates 

for Natural England - final draft (David Tyldesley, 2009), another David Tyldesley paper, 

Habitats Regulations Assessment of Plans, categorising the potential effects of a plan and 

guidance from Scottish Natural Heritage, Habitats Regulations Appraisal of Plans 

(Tyldesley, 2012).  

2.1.5 Reference in this report to ‘European sites’ should be taken to include the following:  

• Special Areas of Conservation (‘SACs’) for habitats and species designated through 

the EU Habitats Directive;  

• Special Protection Areas (‘SPAs’) for the protection of wild birds and their habitats 

designated through the EU Birds Directive;  

• Ramsar sites, identified through the Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance (Internationally important wetlands are designated under the Ramsar 

Convention 1971. UK Government policy states that the Ramsar sites and potential 

SPAs are afforded the same protection as SPAs and SACs for the purpose of 

considering development proposals that may affect them); and 

• Sites that are being considered for designation referred to as Sites of Community 

Interest, candidate SACs or proposed SPAs.  
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2.2 PLANNING POLICY 

National Planning Policy Context 

2.2.1 The Government’s objective, as stated in the NPPF (HMO, 2019) is that planning should 

help to deliver a healthy natural environment for the benefit of everyone and safe places 

which promote wellbeing. To achieve this objective, the NPPF states that the planning 

system should aim to conserve and enhance the natural and local environment by 

protecting valued landscapes, minimise impacts on biodiversity and provide net gains 

where possible. The NPPF also makes the statement that planning permission should be 

refused if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided, adequately 

mitigated, or as a last resort, compensated for.  

2.2.2 The NPPF goes on to support the Lawton Review (Lawton, 2010) and the White Paper 

(HMSO, 2011) with its goals to minimise impacts on biodiversity by stating that planning 

policy should take into account the need to plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale as 

well as identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including 

international, national and local sites.  

2.2.3 In line with EU targets, the NPPF states that planning will promote the preservation, 

restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the recovery of 

priority species populations. 

2.2.4 The following is the relevant text from NPPF in relation to biodiversity: 

Habitats and biodiversity 

174. To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

a) Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider 

ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally 

designated sites of importance for biodiversity56; wildlife corridors and stepping stones 

that connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat 

management, enhancement, restoration or creation; and 

b) promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, 

ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and 

pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. 

175. When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the 

following principles: 

a) if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided 

(through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), provides further 

guidance and information about their statutory purposes, management and other 

matters. 
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For the purposes of paragraphs 172 and 173 the decision maker, taking into account its 

nature, scale and setting, and whether it could have a significant adverse impact on the 

purposes for which the area has been designated or defined. 

Circular 06/2005 provides further guidance in respect of statutory obligations for 

biodiversity and geological conservation and their impact within the planning system. 

Where areas that are part of the Nature Recovery Network are identified in plans, it may 

be appropriate to specify the types of development that may be suitable within them 

adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission 

should be refused; 

b) development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and which 

is likely to have an adverse effect on it (either individually or in combination with other 

developments), should not normally be permitted. The only exception is where the 

benefits of the development in the location proposed clearly outweigh both its likely 

impact on the features of the site that make it of special scientific interest, and any 

broader impacts on the national network of Sites of Special Scientific Interest; 

c) development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as 

ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are 

wholly exceptional reasonsand a suitable compensation strategy exists; and 

d) development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should 

be supported; while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and 

around developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure 

measurable net gains for biodiversity. 

176. The following should be given the same protection as habitats sites: 

a) potential Special Protection Areas and possible Special Areas of Conservation; 

b) listed or proposed Ramsar sites; and 

c) sites identified, or required, as compensatory measures for adverse effects on habitats 

sites, potential Special Protection Areas, possible Special Areas of Conservation, and 

listed or proposed Ramsar sites. 

177. The presumption in favour of sustainable development does not apply where 

development requiring appropriate assessment because of its potential impact on a 

habitats site is being planned or determined. 

3 METHODOLOGY AND METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

3.1 DEFINING THE ZONE OF INFLUENCE (‘ZOI’) 

3.1.1 The potential impact and effects of a development are not always limited to the boundaries 

of the site concerned. The development may also have the potential to impact on 

ecologically valuable sites, habitats or species beyond the site boundaries. The area over 
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which a development may impact ecologically valuable receptors is known as the Zone of 

Influence (ZoI). 

3.1.2 The ZoI is determined by the source/type of impact, a potential pathway for that impact 

and the location and sensitivity of the ecologically valuable receptor beyond the boundary. 

For the majority of (unmitigated) environmental impacts and effects from the Proposed 

Works identified, the ZoI is generally considered to be the application site and immediately 

adjacent areas.  

3.1.3 In ecological terms, the ZoI can vary considerably depending upon the species potentially 

affected by the Proposed Works. For example, some species may be confined to a specific 

location whilst others, such as birds and bats, are more mobile and can occupy larger 

territories or home ranges. The ZoI is also likely to be influenced by the presence of 

dispersal barriers, such as roads and hardstanding, which either stop or reduce the 

likelihood of animals crossing it. As a consequence, this could isolate areas of potentially 

suitable habitat within the application site due to fragmentation.  

3.1.4 The ZoI for species or species groups has been determined by research and the professional 

judgement of the ecologist. For example, common lizards (Zootoca vivipara) have 

restricted mobility and generally occupy smaller home ranges (up to 700m2) (Langton & 

Beckett, 1995).  

3.1.5 For this assessment, the following ZoI’s have been identified, this is based on the ecological 

features being assessed and current guidance: 

• Internationally designated wildlife sites up to 10km from the Site; and 

• Nationally designated wildlife sites within 10km where these are associated with 

Internationally designated wildlife sites. 

3.2 DESK STUDY 

3.2.1 Table 1 identifies sources of information for the desk study undertaken for this report. 

Table 1 Desk Study Information 

Source of 
Information 

Information Sought 
Search Distance from 

the Site boundary 

MAGIC Map 
(DEFRA, 2021) 

Internationally designated sites (SAC, SPA, Ramsar) 10km 

3.3 HRA SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

3.3.1 The following process will be followed as an HRA screening assessment for the Proposed 

Works.  
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3.3.2 As part of this process, the impacts and effects of the Proposed Works on the Statutory 

Sites will be identified. 

3.3.3 In this document, we refer to impacts and effects, defined as follows:  

• ‘Impact’ - as an action being taken/event happening (e.g. increased sediment in run-

off); and  

• ‘Effect’ - as the change in an ecological receptor resulting from that action/event 

(e.g. lower water quality affecting a habitat’s ability to support a species).  
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4 RESULTS OF DESK STUDY 

4.1 DESIGNATED SITES  

4.1.1 Designated Sites are areas that are considered to be of high value for nature conservation 

(on either international, national, regional, or local scales) which have been protected to 

varying extents by international conventions or local planning authority controls. 

Generally, the priority for the protection of designated sites is in the following order:  

• International/European designated sites (such as SACs/SPAs/Ramsar); 

• Nationally designated sites (such as SSSIs/MCZs/NNRs); and 

• Locally Designated sites (such as LNRs/Local Wildlife Sites). 

4.1.2 Table 2 below and overleaf details internationally/European designated sites for nature 

conservation within 10km only of the Site (due to the confined and specific nature of the 

Proposed Works), found through the use of MAGIC Map (DEFRA, 2021) (including any 

Marine Components, if applicable). 

Table 2 Summary Table of Designated Sites 

Designation Name 
National 

Grid 
Reference 

Reason for Designation 
Proximity 

to Site 
Boundary 

Within 1km: 

None 

Between 1km and 2km: 

None 

Between 5km and 10km: 

SAC Fens Pool 
SO 920 

888 

Fens Pool SAC comprises three canal feeder reservoirs and a 
series of smaller pools. They overlie Etruria marls and coal 

measures of the Carboniferous period. The site shows evidence 
of past industrial activities and includes a wide range of 
habitats from open water, swamp, fen and inundation 

communities to unimproved neutral and acidic grassland and 
scrub. Great crested newts Triturus cristatus occur as part of an 

important amphibian assemblage. 

Great crested newts Triturus cristatus are the Annex II species 
that are a primary reason for selection of this site as a SAC. 

7.2km SW 
of the 
Site 

4.1.3 The full citation for the designated European site, Fens Pool SAC can be found in Appendix 

E2 of this report. 
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5 STATUTORY SITE ZONE OF INFLUENCE 

5.1 GENERAL POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

5.1.1 The remainder of this report will concentrate on the nearest internationally designated 

site: Fens Pool SAC, as all other European sites are located more than 10km away from the 

Site, outside of the Zone of Influence of the confined and specific nature of the Proposed 

Works. 

5.1.2 There are a number of impacts that are considered within HRA Assessments for the above 

international site, which have codes within the Standard Data Farm for each site (DEFRA, 

2021), these are set out within Table 3. 

Table 3 Impact Threat Codes Specific to Fens Pools SAC 

JNCC Threat 
Code 

Information 
Threat from Inside 

or Outside SAC 

A04 Grazing Inside 

H02 Pollution to groundwater (point and diffuse sources) Both 

J03 Other ecosystem modifications Both 

K02 Biocenotic evolution, succession Inside 

K04 Interspecific faunal relations Inside 

5.2 SITE SPECIFIC IMPACTS 

5.2.1 In the absence of mitigation, the Proposed Works has the potential to cause changes in 

hydrology/water quality. This is considered to be the only potential effect of the Proposed 

Works.  

5.2.2 The Site is located 7.2km from the Fens Pool SAC. Environment Agency guidance on 

‘Monitoring of Particulate Matter in Ambient Air Around Waste Facilities’ states that large 

particles (>30 μm) responsible for most dust annoyance mostly deposit within 100 m of the 

source, intermediate-sized particles (10–30 μm) are likely to travel up to 200–500 m and 

smaller particles (<10 μm) can travel up to 1 km from the source. Therefore, in the unlikely 

event of any inadvertent dust emissions from the Site, dust particles are likely to drop out 

of the air stream prior to reaching the nearest protected habitat.   

5.2.3 The only ‘threat code’ that the Proposed Works may fall under (see Table 3) is: H02 - 

Pollution to ground water. 

5.3 EVALUATION OF SITE-SPECIFIC IMPACTS WITH REGARD TO INTERNATIONAL 
SITES. 

5.3.1 Table 3 details the potential impacts upon the designated site named above, either directly 

or indirectly. 
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5.3.1.1 The Site comprises an impermeable concrete pavement. Part of the Site drains to public 

storm water sewer. The Operator will install 4 No interceptors and an attenuation tank to 

control surface water quality and flow to the storm water sewer (see Drawing No J8057-

302, Rev A ‘Proposed Drainage Layout’). Foul sewer drainage from the Site discharges to 

the foul sewer, via a separate interceptor, in accordance with a Trade Effluent Discharge 

Consent issued by Severn Trent Water. Any residual drainage into public storm drains is 

considered likely to be minor, Fens Pools SAC is located more than 7km from the Site and 

the Site is not ecologically linked to the SAC either via watercourses or terrestrial habitat 

linkages. 

5.3.1.2 There will be no run-off from the Site to surface watercourses or groundwater and there 

are no run-off pathways to protected habitat site. 

5.3.1.3 The majority of wastes received on Site will be ‘clean’; however, some wastes may be 

contaminated (e.g. small amounts of cutting oil etc.) These wastes will be stored in fire-

proof concrete bays. In addition, all fuels etc. (brake fluid, waste oil coolant etc.) will be 

stored in a totally enclosed steel tank and bund.  These measures will ensure safe storage 

of ‘contaminated’ materials on Site. 

5.3.1.4 Therefore, any threat of pollution to groundwater which may indirectly affect the Fens 

Pools SAC from the Proposed Works is considered to be Negligible. 

Table 4 Summary Table of HRA Information Assessment Steps 

Screening 
Assessment Step 

Answer 
Follow on Assessment 

Steps 
Detailed Information 

Are there any 
internationally 

designated sites 
within 10km of the 

Proposed 
Development Site 

Boundary? 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

How Many 
Internationally 

designated sites?  

1 Site within 10km  

Fens Pools SAC (7.2 km to the SW of the Site). 

What are the sensitive 
ecological features? 

Important amphibian assemblage of great 
crested newt.  

What are the potential 
impacts? 

Potential Changes in Hydrology/Water 
Quality without mitigation. 

Are there any potential 
pathways 

(direct/indirect) from 
the Proposed 

Development to the 
Sites? 

No: Any surface water run-off will be drained 
via interceptors and an attenuation tank to 

public storm water sewer. There are no direct 
discharges to surface water course or Fens 
Pool SAC. The Site comprises engineered 

concrete pavement so there is no pathway or 
discharge to groundwater.  

Do the Statutory 
Consultees 

consider that HRA 
Required? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 
Unknown. 

Initial information gathered at the request of 
the Environment Agency. 

6 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

6.1.1 The Desk Study identified 1 internationally designated site within 10km of the Site: Fens 
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Pools SAC. 

6.1.2 Fens Pools SAC is located more than 7km from the Site with no direct connection via 

terrestrial habitats or watercourses. 

6.1.3 The Proposed Works fall under only one JNCC Threat Code: Pollution to Groundwater from 

Point or diffuse sources. The Proposed Works are designed such that any run-off into public 

storm drains will be minimised via mitigation measures; mitigation measures in relation to 

run-off in conjunction with the distance of the Fens Pools SAC (>7km) from the Site and 

lack of ecological pathways from the Site to the SAC, result in the “threat of pollution to 

groundwater” negligible.  

6.1.4 As no direct or indirect significant effects have been identified in respect of potential 

pathways and impacts, the integrity of Fens Pools SAC and the habitats, flora and fauna 

therein, will not be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. Therefore, an 

Appropriate Assessment by the LPA will not be required. 
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