
Nature and Heritage Conservation report 
 
Permit reference: EPR/LP3130JX 
 
Introduction  
This report has been written to provide information to outline the potential effects caused by the 
requested permit variation of Liberty Aluminium Technologies, The Old Forge, Stourport Road, 
Kidderminster, DY11 7QE 
The purpose of the report is to identify if the proposed variation will have an impact on the local 
habitat looking at the potential risks and hazards in relation to the river habitats that are 
protected under the Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), the local nature reserves and 
local wildlife sites including any migratory paths. 
The ownership of the site only extends to the rear of the building and does not account for the 
area located to the east adjacent to the canal, therefore this assessment is based upon the 
boundary of the site to be the existing building.  
 
Location  
The site is located to the south of Kidderminster, to the east of the A451 (Stourport Road) and 
north of Oldington Road. To the east of the site is the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal 
and the River Stour. Between these two waterways is the River Stour Flood Plain SSSI. The 
SSSI is located approximately 165m from the site boundary. Located on the other bank of the 
River Stour is Wilden Marsh, a SSSI managed by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust approximately 
665m southwest from the site boundary.  
 
Description of the Area  
The area is industrial and the former site of ‘The Forge Recycling’. The topography of the area 
is flat with trees established around the site boundaries. The River Stour and Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal meanders across the landscape passing the site to the east. Along the 
banks of these watercourses are patches of vegetation established along the banks. 
There are also nature reserves, local wildlife sites and migratory paths in the area. 
 
SSSIs  
Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are designations of the UK’s most important wildlife habitats 
and geographical areas. These unique and varied places have developed over hundreds of 
years by continuing traditional management techniques and it is essential to protect them for 
future generations.  
SSSIs are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, amended by the Countryside 
and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 and the Natural Environment and Rural Communties 
(NERC) Act 2006. The Natural England’s full citations for both SSSIs are in Appendix 1. 3  
 



There are two SSSIs of interest within 2km of the Liberty Aluminium Technologies site, the River 
Stour Flood Plain and Wilden Marsh. The sites are described in more detail below.  
 
River Stour Flood Plain SSSI  
The River Stour Flood Plain SSSI is important for paleo hydrological studies of the River Severn 
providing evidence from the late Devensian period. The site includes the Power House Terrace 
and the lower floodplain. It is of particular value as it relates closely to geomorphological 
conditions before and after 15,000 Before Present (BP). The sedimentary deposits provide 
valuable information on episodes of channel infilling and accumulation rates.  
This SSSI is approximately 165 metres from the building (which is 12 metres from the site 
boundary), however the processes that will be carried out by Liberty Aluminium Technologies at 
the site will not cause any damage to the SSSI or the immediate surrounding area.  
 
Wilden Marsh SSSI  
Wilden Marsh is a SSSI part managed by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. The marsh lies in 
the floodplain of the River Stour. It is the richest and most diverse wetland habitat in 
Worcestershire and includes fen, damp meadow, marshy grassland and carr (landform). The 
marsh is an important area demonstrating wetland restoration methods and monitoring. Species 
recorded at the site include: Otter, Grass Snake; Siskin; Lesser Redpoll; Chiffchaff; Blackcap; 
Marsh Cinquefoil.  
Wilden Marsh is located approximately 236m southeast of the application site boundary, none of 
the processes that will be carried out at Liberty Aluminium Technologies will have an impact on 
the SSSI. 
 
Risk to SSSI’s  
There are no works associated with the site taking place on or in either the River Stour Flood 
Plain SSSI or Wilden Marsh SSSI that will cause any damage to these habitats. The proposed 
variation will not introduce any process that is likely to damage to the SSSI’s 
 
Risks and Hazards  
The potential risks and hazards created by the permit variation are as follows: 

 Habitat loss 
 Changes in physical regime 
 Physical damage 
 Turbidity 
 Habitat / community simplification 
 Disturbance (both noise and visual) 
 Competition from non-native species 
 Changes to flow and velocity 
 Reduced surface water flooding 
 Changes in water chemistry / water contamination 
 Disease 
 Air quality 

The potential for the proposed variation to have an effect on any of the above is extremely low. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
None required. 
 
 
 



Emergency Procedures  
The EMS includes prevention and emergency procedures for fire, spillage, non-compliant 
emissions and leakages.  
 
Conclusion  
The site is located 165m from the River Stour Flood Plain SSSI. This report highlights that the 
potential for the proposed variation to have an effect on the canal habitat, the River Stour, the 
SSSI’s, the local nature reserves and the local wildlife sites (including any migratory paths) is 
extremely low. 


