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15. In summary the following points will need to be addressed.   

  

• Pre-acceptance criteria   

• Waste rejection criteria   

• Age of waste when delivered to site   

• Preventative measures from fugitive emissions 

• Time waste is kept on site pre and post treatment   

• Which wastes are stored internally and externally   

• Details of any abatement used on site and on delivery lorries  

• Mitigation measures when loading & unloading wastes   

• Measures in place to mitigate against the transfer from odours from wastes stored 

outside  

• Provide details of general housekeeping on site.  

• Consider the impact of seasonal variation on odour risk, for example warmer weather 

impacting and intensifying odour.   

• Characterise the odour in accordance with appendix 3 of the H4 Guidance, noting 

hedonic tone, intensity.  

• Demonstrate how the proposed control measures will reduce the odour risk potential 

to an acceptable level.  

  

The submitted odour management plan has been attached to this Schedule 5 Notice with a 

number of comments surrounding the control measures currently proposed on site. You 

need to provide further information on all of the above points. In section 4 of the OMP you 

have identified the potential sources of odour, and in section 3 you have listed a summary of 

odour sources. It is noted that you have (in table 3) categorised each of the wastes into high, 

medium or low odour source potential. l. However, you have not listed the strength and 

typical odorants of each source nor have you assessed or considered the odour risk 

potential for each of the proposed activities on site. (Please note that odour risk differs from 

odour strength.)    

Please see 4RMS043 - Odour Management Plan for 4Recycling Ltd. This revised Odour 

Management Plan address the questions raised within this Schedule 5 RFI. Relevant 

sections of the plan are highlighted in this document. 

 

  

 

 

16. Provide the criteria for assessing materials accepted on site based on their odour 

generating potential.  
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Table 3 of the OMP has categorised materials accepted on site into high, medium and low 

risk based on their odour generating potential. It is unclear what would constitute a material 

as being classified as a high, medium or low.   

Table 3.1 details further odour potential of wastes section. Explanation of the cause of odour 

within a specific waste stream is also noted in table 3.1. Section 3.1 of the OMP gives detail 

around how the Odour Potential of the various wastes have been determined, based on the 

extensive practical experience of 4R personnel and their consultants. Section 2.7.2 and 

5.1.1  details the rejection of excessively odorous wastes 

  

17. Provide the control measures in place for material accepted on site which is 

classified as having a high odour generating potential.   

  

The OMP doesn’t provide details on how materials which are classified as having a high 

odour generating potential will be dealt with on site any differently to those listed as medium 

or low risk. You need to list all of the control measures that will be in place for dealing with 

materials that have a high odour generating potential.   

 Control measures for materials for dealing with materials that have a high Odour generating 

potential are detailed in section 5.1 to 5.7 of the Odour Management plan. Further details are 

provided in section 2.1, 2.4 and 2.7. 

 

18. Provide details of any self-imposed limits of odorous wastes to be held on site at 

any one time.   

  

An effective way of reducing odours from site is the limiting the quantity of odorous materials 

held on site at any one time. The OMP doesn’t contain any such limits. 

Storage Limits of materials are detailed in table 3.0 and further detail is provided in section 

2.4 and 3.0 of the Odour Management Plan.  The OMP sets out that Individual storage 

capacity limits will be adjusted/determined and imposed for specific wastes and/or products 

if it is discovered, for example during routine monitoring of boundary and off-site odour levels 

(as described in section 7 of the OMP) that storage of any particular waste or product is 

responsible for unacceptable levels of off-site odours. 

  

 

 

 

19. Provide a detail description of all process controls measures that will be used on 

site to reduce the odour potential of received materials or prevent putrescible 

materials from becoming odorous.   
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Your OMP contains a limited number of control measures. For biowaste materials we would 

expect the maintaining of aerobic conditions, moderate temperatures and inventory controls.   

 Control measures to reduce odours are detailed in section 5.1 to 5.7 of the OMP. A risk 

assessment of these is shown in section 6.0 of the OMP. Inventory Controls are detailed in 

section 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 Table 3.0 details storage capacities, but actual storage limits from 

specific wastes will be adapted and defined on the basis of operational experience and 

odour monitoring results, as set out in section 7.0.  Maximum temperature levels/limits for 

wastes prone to self heating are detailed in the Fire Prevention Plan. Section 3.3 (Document 

1-14 REVISED FIRE PREVENTION PLAN). 

 

20. Provide evidence that the treatment of wastes will reduce their odour potential.   

  

Page 17 of your OMP states that ‘the processing/treatment of wastes materials to create 

organic products will change the characteristics and nature of the materials and in turn 

reduce their odour generating potential’. You need to substantiate this statement.   

 

This statement has been removed from the OMP as it is not universally applicable.  For 

example removing glass contamination from compost may not reduce the odour potential of 

the compost product, whereas removing plastic wastes could well be expected to reduce 

odour emissions. However, the controls within the OMP such as inventory controls, carbon 

filtration, covering, enclosure and indoor storage of odorous wastes and processed products 

are all aimed at controlling and reduce odours emitted from the site such that their impacts 

are mitigated.   

  

21. Provide further evidence that odorous material will be processed without undue 

delay.   

  

Page 17 of your OMP states that ‘the processing of waste materials that have a higher odour 

generating potential will take place without undue delay’. You need to provide further details 

on the methods, standards and records that will be used in determining when wastes are 

considered to be highly odorous how they will be dealt with and how records will be kept.   

Section 5.4 and 2.7 details timings of processing of materials.  Record keeping will be as per 

section 3.1 and 3.2 

  

 

22. Provide confirmation of any abatement measures that will be used on the tanks 

storing liquid wastes on site. If no abatement is to be used you will need to provide 

justification as to why abatement has not been used.   

  

There is no mention of any abatement measures for the treatment of displaced air when 

wastes are transferred to and from the tanks. Whilst the site is located a significant distance 
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from local receptors, the use of no abatement without reasonable justification is not 

considered to be appropriate measures.    

Activated carbon filtration will be used to treat both air displaced from both fixed storage 

tanks as they are filled by tanker (with liquids delivered to the site) and air displaced from 

collection tankers as they are loaded from the bulk storage tanks for export, as detailed in 

sections 5.1.1 and 5.2.3 Further information is provided in 2.7.4 

  

23. Provide further details on the odour monitoring that will take place both on and off 

site. You will need to:  a) Show how you have considered odour adaption and 

desensitisation of the person who is to undertake the olfactory assessments b) 

Provide the assessment form or management system document relating to on-site 

olfactory surveys c) Provide the monitoring locations within both the form and the 

site plan, ensuring they correspond appropriately to the identified odour sources and 

risks. d) Clarify what odour ‘level’ will trigger action e) Consider an ‘odour trigger’ as 

an emergency situation, and state how you will responds to such an event with an 

appropriate contingency plan.  

  

Section 7.1 of the OMP indicates that as part of the daily monitoring program sniff testing will 

be used. Consideration needs to be given to who will undertake the sniff testing and where 

the sniff testing will take place   

Full details of monitoring, assessment and community liaison are detailed in 7.1, 7.2, 7.3 and 

7.4 of the Odour Management Plan. Further detail is provided in 2.7.6 and appendices 1,2 

and 3. 


