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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Smeeden Foreman Limited has been commissioned by Peacock and Smith on behalf of 
Cawingredients Limited to undertake an ecological review of a proposed development site at 
Leeming Bar (North), North Yorkshire. The development proposals include the construction of 
a new warehouse extension and associated facilities to the north of the site, providing an 
extension to the Cawingredients existing site to the south. 

This report includes a desk study of relevant information including designated nature 
conservation sites and existing records of protected species, and an initial site survey 
(extended phase 1 habitat survey). 

Designated Sites 

There are no statutorily designated nature conservation sites and one non-statutorily 
designated site within 2km of the proposals site. It is considered that there will be no adverse 
impact upon designated sites as a result of the development due to a combination of the 
distance from the proposals site, intervening land-uses (major road) and the scale and nature 
of the proposals. 

Habitats 

The habitats within the proposals site are generally considered to be of low conservation 
value, predominantly comprising bare ground with ephemeral-short perennial vegetation and 
ruderal vegetation. The habitats within the site considered to be of some conservation value 
include trees and hedgerows, as these provide suitable habitat for breeding and roosting bird 
species, amphibians and small mammals such as hedgehogs. 

In order to protect habitats of ecological value present and ensure that the proposed 
development provides enhancement to wildlife, the following is recommended: 

 The northern section of the hedgerow to the centre of the site (TN3) is to be lost to 
facilitate the development. It is recommended that replacement planting is included 
along the southern and eastern boundaries using native species, connected to the 
retained section of the hedge to the south of the site;  

 The western section of the recently planted tree belt to the centre of the site (TN4) is 
to be lost to facilitate the development. It is recommended that replacement planting 
is incorporated within the northern boundary of the site, using native species;  

 The retention and enhancement of all other trees and hedgerows within the 
development, where feasible, or replacement planting using native species. It is also 
recommended that existing and replacement tree and hedgerow planting is under 
sown with an appropriate wildflower seed mix; 

 Use of temporary protective demarcation fencing to protect retained areas. The 
fencing must be in accordance with BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in Relation to Design, 
Demolition and Construction’, extend outside the canopy of the retained trees, and 
remain in position until construction is complete; 

 Use of directional lighting during construction and the implementation of a lighting 
scheme within proposals that minimises illumination of trees and areas of new 
planting to the boundaries of the site; 

 Any vegetation clearance is to be undertaken outside the bird nesting period (March 
– August inclusive) or following a site check to establish the absence of active nests; 
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 Precautionary working methods are recommended to be adopted during 
construction works, which will include the covering, or providing a means of, to any 
trenches and capping any open pipework at the end of each working day, to prevent 
accidental harm to badger, or other mammals which may pass through the site; 

 Precautionary working methods are to be adopted including the removal of any 
tree/shrub cuttings from site, once vegetation is cut so as to avoid the creation of 
brash piles; these may be attractive to hedgehogs, which could subsequently be 
harmed if the brash pile is burnt or removed with machinery. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 Smeeden Foreman Limited has been commissioned by Peacock and Smith on behalf 
of Cawingredients Limited to undertake an ecological review of a proposed 
development site at Leeming Bar (North), North Yorkshire, (central grid reference SE 
2815 9047), hereafter referred to as the ‘site’. 

1.1.2 This report will include the following information gathered by desk study and a site 
assessment, including the following: 

• Proximity to statutory and non-statutory designated sites; 

• Proximity to existing records of protected species; and, 

• Site habitat appraisal and potential to support protected species. 

1.1.3 A review of the above information will be made to identify any features or sites of 
ecological interest which may be affected by the development proposals.  Where 
potential impacts or protected species are identified the need for mitigation 
measures and requirements for further surveys will be discussed. 

1.1.4 The report has been commissioned to inform a planning application for the 
construction of a new warehouse extension and associated facilities to the north of 
the site, providing an extension to the Cawingredients existing site to the south. 

 
  



Ecological Assessment  
Cawingredients Northern Extension, Leeming Bar 

 

4 SF2860 
 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1.1 The site lies within Leeming Bar Industrial Estate. Leeming Bar is a village within the 
Hambleton district of North Yorkshire. The site is approximately 2.4 hectares and is 
predominantly land that has been recently cleared i.e. bare ground with early 
colonising vegetation, refer to Figure 01 below.  

2.1.2 The proposed development site is situated to the north of the industrial estate, with 
existing industrial units, car parks and hard standing to the south and east. The A1 
motorway borders the site to the west with agricultural fields beyond. The northern 
boundary of the site is delineated by a new road, with agricultural fields beyond. In 
the surrounding area there are residential developments, open farmland and an 
airfield.  

Figure 01: Aerial view of the site 
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3.0 PRINCIPLE LEGISLATION AND POLICIES 

3.1.1 The national nature conservation legislation and policies that may be relevant to the 
proposed development are listed below. A brief explanation of the principle 
legislation and policies relating to nature conservation, biodiversity and ecology is 
provided in Appendix 01. 

Principle Legislation and Policies 

 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

 EC Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

 EC Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) 

 Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

 United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) 

 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC), 2006 – Biodiversity 
Duty 

 Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

4.0 BASELINE INFORMATION 

4.1 DESK STUDY 

4.1.1 The ecological interest of the site and its surroundings has been investigated by a 
combination of the following: 

 Field survey of the site and immediate surroundings including a phase 1 
habitat survey; 

 Consultation with relevant bodies to obtain existing protected species records 
and statutory / non-statutory designated sites information within local area 
within 2km of the development site: North and East Yorkshire Ecological Data 
Centre (NEYEDC) and North Yorkshire Bat Group; 

 The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP); 

 The Hambleton Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP); 

 Magic map, a government website for nature conservation information; and, 

 Aerial photographs. 

 

4.2 NATURE CONSERVATION DESIGNATED SITES 

Statutory Designations 

4.2.1 There are no international, national or local statutory designated sites; Ramsar Sites, 
Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas for Conservation (SAC), Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), National or Local Nature Reserves, within 2km of the 
proposed development site. 
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4.2.2 The site lies outside of any relevant Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) associated with more 
distant designated sites. 

Non-statutory Designations 

4.2.3 NEYEDC provided information on one non-statutorily designated site within 2km of 
the proposals site. These sites are detailed in Table 01 below with additional 
descriptions of their corresponding designations. 

Table 01: Non-statutorily designated sites within 2km 

Site 
code 

Site Name Designati
on  

Grid 
reference  

Notes 

SE29-02 Ings Lane, 
Crakehall 

SINC[1] SE 267 906 Ratified SINC site located approximately 
1.4 km to the west of the site. 

  
[1] Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) form part of a wider national network of non-
statutory locally valued wildlife sites.  SINCs were initially identified through the Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
of the District undertaken in the 1990s.  Most of these sites have been resurveyed in greater detail by 
the North Yorkshire SINC Panel and a number of additional sites have also been identified and surveyed 
since the last Harrogate District Local Plan was published in 2001.   

4.2.4 Refer to Appendix 02 which shows the locations of the designated sites in relation to 
the application site. 
 

4.3 BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS 

National Biodiversity Action Plan 

4.3.1 The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) identifies priority species and habitats which 
are those considered to be the most threatened and therefore most in need of 
conservation action. The lists were updated in 2007 to include 1150 species and 65 
habitats. 

4.3.2 The proposed development site contains no BAP priority habitats other than 
hedgerows to the northern site boundary and a section of hedgerow to the centre of 
the site, which has potential to provide habitat for range of birds. No BAP priority 
species were recorded during the site survey.  

 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

4.3.3 The Hambleton Biodiversity Action Plan* contains action plans for the following 
habitats: 

 Arable and horticulture, 

 Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland, 

 Built up areas and gardens, 

 Neutral grassland, rivers and streams, 

 Rivers and ponds, 

 Road verges, 

 Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh, 

 Lowland heathland, 

 Lowland wood-pasture and parkland, and; 
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 Wet woodland. 

4.3.4 The site does not contain any of the above habitats, however there are road verges 
adjacent to the site and a pond 125m from the site boundary, however these habitats 
are newly established and of low ecological value at the time of the survey. 

4.3.5 In addition to the UK BAP for species, the Hambleton Biodiversity Action Plan* also 
contains : action plans for the following species: 

 Birds: farmland birds, spotted flycatcher, marsh tit, willow tit, lesser spotted 
woodpecker, lapwing, redshank, yellow wagtail, little ringed plover, wetland 
birds 

 Mammals: bats 

 Plants: arable weeds, cowslip, orchids, black poplar 

 Invertebrates: bumblebees, tansy beetle 

4.3.6 Of these the site provides some but limited foraging and nesting opportunities for 
birds, and limited forging habitat for bats. No LBAP species were noted on site during 
the site assessment. 

*the Hambleton Biodiversity Action Plan (2002) has been archived and is out of date. A number 
of additional species have been added, some of which were noted within the existing records 
provided by NEYEDC (refer to section 4.4). The updated local action plan is not yet available. 

 

4.4 EXISTING SPECIES RECORDS 

4.4.1 Existing biological records were provided following consultation with NEYEDC and 
NYBG. The records detailed in the following tables are protected or notable species in 
closest proximity to the proposed development site within the 2km search area.  
Refer to Appendix 03 for full records provided.  

Table 02: NEYEDC - Protected species records within 2km 

Species Grid reference 
(closest record) 

Notes 

White clawed crayfish 
Austropotamobius 

pallipes 

SF 2989 1 record, grid reference limited to 1km grid 
square, Bedale Beck,  1980 – 1988 

Sch 5 Wildlife & Countryside  Act 1981, 
Hambleton LBAP 

Otter  
Lutra lutra 

SE 2869 8914 2 records, closest record 1.4km south, Bedale 
Beck, 07/05/2004 

Sch 5 Wildlife & Countryside  Act 1981, 
Hambleton LBAP, UKBAP 

Water vole  
Arvicola amphibius 

SE 287 892 1 record, 1.3km south east, Bedale Beck, 
07/09/2000 

Sch 5 Wildlife & Countryside  Act 1981, 
Hambleton LBAP, UKBAP 

West European 
Hedgehog 
Erinaceus europaeus 

SE 2788 

 

1 record, grid reference limited to 1km grid 
square, Bedale 09/05/1997 

UKBAP 

Cowslip SE 266 906 1 record, 1.4km west, Ings Lane, Crakehall, 
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Primula veris 31/05/2005 

Hambleton LBAP 

Curlew 
Numenius arquata 

SE 266 906 1 record, 1.4km west, Ings Lane, Crakehall, 
31/05/2005 

Hambleton LBAP 

 

Table 03: NYBG - Bat species records within 2km 

Species Grid reference 
(closest record) 

Notes 

Brown long-eared 
Plecotus auritus 

SE 280 913 2 records, closest record 0.8km north, in 
flight,  Leases Hall, Leeming Bar, 19/09/2013 

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

SE 2739 8862 2 records, closest record 1.9km south west, in 
flight, Blind Lane, Aiskew, 21/08/2018 

Noctule  
Nyctalus noctula 

SE 2739 8862 1 record, 1.9km south west, in flight, Blind 
Lane, Aiskew, 08/08/2018 

Soprano pipistrelle  
Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

SE 2739 8862 2 records, closest record 1.9km south west, in 
flight, Blind Lane, Aiskew, 21/08/2018 

Whiskered/Brandt’s SE 293 895 1 record, 1.4km south east, commuting, Toll 
Crest, Roman Road, Leeming, 12/08/2013 

Unknown Myotis  
Myotis sp.  

SE 280 913 3 records, closest record 0.8km north, 
foraging, Leases Hall, Leeming Bar, 
19/09/2013 

Unknown pipistrelle  
Pipistrellus sp.  

SE 286 901 

SE 280 913 

4 records, closest records 0.5km south east, 2 
Low Street, Leeming Bar, 29/10/1985, and 
0.8km north, foraging, Leases Hall, Leeming 
Bar, 19/09/2013 

Unknown species  
Vespertilionidae sp.  

SE 292 894 6 records, closest record 1.4km south east, 
roost, Long Acres, Water Lane, Leeming, 
15/07/2004 

 

4.4.2 No European Protected Species Applications were identified within the 2km search 
area. The locations of the nearest EPS licences are approximately 3.2km south east of 
the proposals site (reference EPSM2010-2503 for common pipistrelle bat, 2010-11).  

4.4.3 Non-native invasive species included on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 which have been recorded within 2km of the proposals site include grey 
squirrel Sciurus carolinensis.  
 

 

4.5 SITE SURVEY – PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

Methodology 

4.5.1 A walk over survey was undertaken by Senior Ecologist Jessica Eyre on 26th October 
2018. Habitat types and key species were noted and are presented in the Phase 1 
Habitat format proposed by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2010); refer to 
Figure 02 for corresponding target notes (TN). 
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4.5.2 The survey was undertaken in warm, dry and sunny conditions, at a time of year 
outside of the optimal survey season. Due to the habitat types recorded at the site 
survey timing is not considered to affect the survey results, therefore no further 
habitat surveys are required within the optimal survey season. 

Results  

Bare ground / ephemeral-short perennial 

4.5.3 The predominant habitat on site is bare ground with soil mounds and very sparse 
areas of vegetation (TN1). The site has been cleared and disturbed due to recent 
development adjacent to the site (i.e. existing warehouse to the south west of the 
site, which is to be extended as part of this development).  

4.5.4 Ephemeral-short perennial vegetation typical of waste ground habitats, have started 
to colonise the site. Species include cocks-foot Dactylis glomerata, dove’s-foot 
cranes-bill Geranium molle, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, creeping thistle C. arvense, 
common nettle Urtica dioica, ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris, broad leaved willowherb 
Epilobium montanum, Canadian fleabane Erigeron canadensis, prickly sow thistle 
Sonchus asper, smooth sow thistle S. oleraceus, bristly oxtongue Helminthotheca 
echioides, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, common mouse ear Cerastium 
fontanum,  clover Trifolium sp., common vetch Vicia sativa, greater burdock Arctium 
lappa, common poppy Papaver rhoeas, greater plantain Plantago major, silverweed 
Argentina anserina and green alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens. 

Hedgerows 

4.5.5 The majority of the northern boundary of the site is marked by a recently planted 
hedgerow (TN2) with a wooden post and rail fence on the southern side. It is 
predominantly hawthorn, with a small number of elder, cherry, rose, ash and elm 
shrubs towards the eastern end.  

4.5.6 Close to the centre of the site is a mature outgrown hedgerow (TN3), lineated from 
north west to south east, extending towards the main access road for the 
Cawingredients site. Species include ash Fraxinus excelsior, hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana, oak Quercus robur, sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, elder Sambucus nigra and rose Rosa sp. 
Within the hedgerow there are a number of large mature trees including sycamore 
and ash. These trees had no fissures or cavities, therefore they do not provide 
suitable habitat for roosting bats. There is fencing containing this hedge, with tall 
palisade fencing on the western side, and wooden post and rail fencing on the 
eastern side.  

Trees  

4.5.7 Within the centre of the site is a linear strip of young recently planted trees which 
dissect the northern and southern areas of bare ground (TN4), surrounded by a 
wooden post and rail fencing on either side. The trees are predominantly ash, with 
other species including blackthorn Prunus spinosa, field maple Acer campestre, 
hawthorn, hazel, oak, rose, silver birch Betula pendula and sycamore.  

Ruderal 

4.5.8 To the north west of the site are soil mounds which are dominated with ruderal 
vegetation (TN5) with species including scentless mayweed Tripleurospermum 
inodorum, spear thistle, creeping thistle, common nettle, weld Reseda luteola, 
Canadian fleabane, prickly sow thistle, smooth sow thistle, fumitory Fumaria 
officinalis, goosefoot Chenopodium album, bristle oxtongue, mustard Brassica sp., 
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white dead nettle Lamium album, field pansy Viola arvensis, poppy and common 
storks-bill Erodium cicutarium.  

4.5.9 To the far east of the site is an area which has been left undisturbed which is now 
dominated with ruderal vegetation (TN6) including spear thistle, creeping thistle, dock 
Rumex sp., ragwort, broad leaved willowherb, weld and grasses.  

4.5.10 Between a large soil mound and hedgerow in the centre of the site is another area of 
ruderal vegetation (TN7), forming an understory to the hedgerow which extends up 
the western side of the mound. Species recorded include common nettle, spear 
thistle, broad leaved willowherb, dock, weld, black nightshade Solanum nigrum and 
fumitory. Within this habitat there were also a small number of saplings including 
sycamore, ash and elder.  

Amenity Grassland 

4.5.11 To the north west of the site is an area of amenity grassland (TN8) which appears to 
be recently landscaped in relation to the new warehouse to the south west of the 
site. Species within this habitat include perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne, creeping 
buttercup, ragwort, common field speedwell Veronica persica, creeping thistle, nettle, 
dove’s-foot cranes-bill, common daisy Bellis perennis, scentless mayweed, dandelion 
Taraxacum officinale, common mouse ear and cleavers Galium aparine.   

Hard standing 

4.5.12 An area of hard standing is present to the north of the existing warehouse to the 
south west of the site (TN9). Adjacent to this is an area which is being used as storage 
for the adjacent warehouse, including rubble piles, pallets and a storage container 
(TN10).  

Fauna 

4.5.13 During the survey the following bird species were recorded on site: goldfinch 
Carduelis carduelis, crow Corvus corone, woodpigeon Columba palumbus. Signs of use 
by rabbit was also noted throughout the northern area of the site including rabbit 
burrows, droppings and evidence of foraging.  
 
 

4.5.14 Photographs 

  

Image 01: Bare ground with ephemeral-short 
perennial vegetation (TN1). 

Image 02: The far east of the site showing bare 
ground, hedgerow (left – TN2) and standard 
trees (right - TN4). 
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Image 03: Hedgerow and trees within the site 
(TN 3).  

Image 04: Recently planted tree belt (TN4).  

  

Image 05: The north west of the site with bare 
ground (TN1), soil mounds with ruderal 
vegetation (TN5), amenity grassland (TN8) and 
storage (TN10).  

Image 06: Soil mound adjacent to a hedgerow 
TN3), with ruderal vegetation in between (TN7). 

 

 

Conclusion 

4.5.15 The habitats within the proposals site are generally considered to be of low 
conservation value, predominantly comprising bare ground with ephemeral-short 
perennial vegetation and ruderal vegetation. The habitats within the site considered 
to be of some conservation value include trees and hedgerows. None of the habitats 
within the site are of significant interest (in terms of the plant species composition) 
nor do they have characteristics of semi-natural habitats. The plant communities at 
the site are of widespread occurrence and are characteristic of the habitats present in 
the wider area and common nationally. No rare or locally uncommon plant species or 
invasive species as listed under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
were detected at the site.  
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4.6 SITE SURVEY – HABITAT SUITABILITY INDEX SURVEY   

Methodology – Habitat Suitability Index 

4.6.1 Four ponds were identified within 500m of the site boundary. Two of these ponds are 
located to the west of the A1 motorway, which creates a major land barrier between 
the site and these waterbodies, therefore they were not included as part of the 
assessment. The other two ponds, which are located 125m to the south west of the 
site (pond 1) and 165m to the south east of the site (pond 2) were assessed using the 
Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) survey methodology to consider their suitability for 
great crested newts and the requirement for further assessment and appropriate 
mitigation in regards to the proposed development. Refer to Figure 03 for pond 
locations.  

1

2

 

Figure 03: Pond locations within 500m of the site  

4.6.2 The HSI survey is a method produced by Oldham et al. (2000) to assess the suitability 
of ponds for great crested newts by quantifying ten factors (suitability indices) which 
can affect great crested newt occurrence, such as the presence of fish and wildfowl, 
shading, coverage of aquatic vegetation, etc. and provides a score which can indicate 
the suitability of a pond to support breeding great crested newts. The HSI is 
calculated as a geometric mean of the ten suitability indices using the formula below:  

4.6.3 HSI = (SI1 x SI2 x SI3 x SI4 x SI5 x SI6 x SI7 x SI8 x SI9 x SI10)1/10 

4.6.4 The score can range from 0 to 1, 0 indicating low suitability and 1 indicating a high 
suitability. The HSI has been adapted by the National Amphibian and Reptile 
Recording Scheme (NARRS) who have categorised the suitability of a pond to support 
great crested newts by the HSI obtained, which is as follows: 
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Table 04: HSI scoring system 

HSI Score Pond Suitability  

<0.5  Poor  

0.5-0.59  Below average  

0.6-0.69  Average  

0.7-0.79  Good  

>0.8  Excellent  

 
Results  

4.6.5 The results of the HSI survey are detailed in the table below: 

Table 05: Habitat Suitability Index Survey 

 Pond 1 Pond 2 

SI1 Location  A 1 A 1 

SI2 Pond area#  770m2 1 10 m2 0.02 

SI3 Pond drying  Sometimes dries  0.5 Annually (always) 0.1 

SI4 Water quality  Poor 0.33 Poor 0.33 

SI5 Perimeter Shade  0% 1 0% 1 

SI6 Fowl  Absent  1 Absent 1 

SI7 Fish  Absent  1 Absent 1 

SI8 Ponds within 1km*  1 0.38 2 0.55 

SI9 Terrestrial habitat (within 250m)  Poor 0.33 Poor 0.33 

SI10 Macrophytes**  5% 1.0 0% 0.08 

HSI Score Average 0.68 Poor 0.31 

# Estimate  

* Ponds not to include those separated by major barriers 

**Due to the timing of the survey undertaken during October, this is considered to be a 
seasonal limitation, however, the end suitability score would not be significantly changed if the 
percentage cover of macrophyte cover was to increase. 
 

4.6.6 Photographs 

  

Image 07: Pond 1 Image 08: Pond 2 
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5.0 IMPLICATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 NATURE CONSERVATION DESIGNATED SITES 

5.1.1 There are no statutory designated sites within 2 km of the proposed development 
site. There is one non-statutory site at approximately 1.7 km however, due to the 
distance of the proposed development site, intervening land uses and the scale and 
nature of the development proposals, no impact on this site is anticipated. 
 

5.2 HABITATS 

5.2.1 The habitats within the proposals site are generally considered to be of low 
conservation value, predominantly comprising bare ground with ephemeral-short 
perennial vegetation and ruderal vegetation. The habitats within the site considered 
to be of some conservation value include trees and hedgerows, as these provide 
suitable habitat for breeding and roosting bird species, amphibians and small 
mammals such as hedgehogs. 

5.2.2 In order to protect habitats of ecological value present and ensure that the proposed 
development provides enhancement to wildlife, the following is recommended:  

 The northern section of the hedgerow to the centre of the site (TN3) is to be 
lost to facilitate the development. It is recommended that replacement 
planting is included along the southern and eastern boundaries using native 
species, connected to the retained section of the hedge to the south of the 
site;  

 The western section of the recently planted tree belt to the centre of the site 
(TN4) is to be lost to facilitate the development. It is recommended that 
replacement planting is incorporated within the northern boundary of the 
site, using native species;  

 The retention and enhancement of all other trees and hedgerows within the 
development, where feasible, or replacement planting using native species. It 
is also recommended that existing and replacement tree and hedgerow 
planting is under sown with an appropriate wildflower seed mix; 

 Use of temporary protective demarcation fencing to protect retained 
areas/features. The fencing must be in accordance with BS5837:2012 ‘Trees 
in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction’, extend outside the 
canopy of the retained trees, and remain in position until construction is 
complete;  

 Use of directional lighting during construction and the implementation of a 
lighting scheme within proposals that minimises illumination of trees and 
areas of new planting to the boundaries of the site; 

 Reference can be made to the Bat Conservation Trust publication ‘Artificial 
Lighting and Wildlife’ (2014). 
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5.3 PROTECTED SPECIES 

5.3.1 Refer to Appendix 04 for relevant species legislation. 

Great Crested Newts 

5.3.2 No areas of standing water occur within the site and habitats present are largely 
considered to be unsuitable for amphibian species during their terrestrial phase, 
predominantly comprising bare ground with ephemeral-short perennial vegetation; 
however, the hedgerows provide potential opportunities for amphibians/great 
crested newts during their terrestrial phase, such as refuge, cover and hibernation 
habitat. From consulting an OS base of the site there are four ponds within 500m of 
the site boundary, with two being located within 200m with no major land barriers 
between them and the site.  

5.3.3 From consultation with the local records centre there are no records of great crested 
newt within 500m of the proposals site. The pond located approximately 125m to the 
south west of the site was given a HSI score of ‘average’ suitability for great crested 
newts, however due to no other ponds suitable being present within 500m and the 
lack of records, the potential presence of this species is considered unlikely. No 
adverse impact upon great crested newt is anticipated as a result of the proposed 
development. No further survey for this species is necessary. 
 

Bats 

5.3.4 Bat species recorded within 2km of the proposals site include field and roost records 
relating to brown long-eared, common pipistrelle, noctule, unknown Myotis sp., 
soprano pipistrelle, and whiskered/Brandt’s. The closest of these records are 
unknown pipistrelle (0.5km south east, 1985, and 0.8km north, 2013), unknown 
Myotis (0.8km north, 2013) and brown long eared (0.8km north, 2013).  

5.3.5 The trees on site had no suitable fissures or cavities to provide roosting opportunities, 
therefore the site holds no suitable habitat for roosting bats. Foraging habitat is 
considered to be limited, including the hedgerow to the north of the site and 
standard trees in the centre of the site which are only recently planted. In addition to 
this the site is isolated from other habitats considered to be of higher value to 
foraging or commuting bats. No further survey is considered necessary.  

5.3.6 It is recommended the hedgerows and trees are retained and enhanced within the 
development, where feasible. To enhance these linear features, it is recommended 
existing hedgerow planting is strengthened with additional native tree/shrub planting 
and where possible. To further this any new lighting should be appropriately designed 
including directional and low wattage to avoid illuminating the areas of planting. 
Reference should be made to the Bat Conservation Trust publication ‘Artificial 
Lighting and Wildlife’’ (2014) which includes the following guidelines: 

 Using warm white to cool white, narrow spectrum lights with little or no UV; 

 Low wattage (eg 20W); 

 Directional lighting with near full horizontal cut off, mounted at a low height; 

 Minimum height columns at maximum spacing. 

5.3.7 The retention and replanting of trees/hedgerows and a sympathetic lighting scheme 
will avoid impacts on foraging and commuting bats by preventing the illumination of 
these features, therefore impacts on foraging and commuting bats will be low-
negligible. 
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5.3.8 In addition to this, any landscaping around the proposed development should aim to 
enhance the site for the local bat population and other local wildlife, to maintain 
linkages to adjacent habitats and increase biodiversity. Providing a variety of berry, 
nut-bearing and flowering trees, shrubs and plants would offer year-round interest 
for a range of invertebrates, and as such provide feeding opportunities for the local 
bat population. 
 

Breeding Birds 

5.3.9 Bird species recorded during the walkover survey included goldfinch, crow and 
woodpigeon. Hedgerows and trees on site are likely to be used by local breeding and 
roosting bird populations in general. The retention of hedgerows and trees is 
recommended where feasible, with replacement planting where removal is required. 

5.3.10 All wild birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) during breeding. It is therefore recommended that any vegetation 
clearance takes place outside the bird nesting period (March – August inclusive) 
unless checks by an appropriately qualified ecologist find active nests to be absent 
immediately prior to clearance works. If nesting birds are identified advice will be 
sought. The advising ecologist will issue guidance in relation to the protection of the 
nesting birds in conjunction with the scheduled works. Measures such as applying a 
set boundary around the nest may be necessary until the young birds have fledged. 

5.3.11 Sympathetic management of existing hedgerows and new planting should be 
considered to avoid disturbance to breeding birds. This involves the avoidance of 
management during the active season March – August and preferably only to be 
carried out during January and February when the berry crop is mostly finished to 
benefit species during winter. 

5.3.12 To enhance the site for colony nesters such as house sparrow and hedgerow/tree 
nesters such as song thrush, dunnock and tree sparrow, consideration should be 
given to the installation of species-specific and general purpose bird boxes within the 
site.  

5.3.13 The inclusion of native berry-bearing tree and shrub species within planting proposals 
will benefit thrush species and breeding/wintering bird populations in general. 
Particular consideration should be given to the incorporation of berry-bearing species 
such as rowan Sorbus aucuparia, guelder-rose Viburnum opulus, holly Ilex aquifolium, 
hawthorn, blackthorn and ivy as a climber. The sowing of suitable wild bird seed 
mixtures under cover of existing hedgerows will aim to boost seed production, an 
important source of food for species of conservation concern such as tree 
sparrow/yellowhammer and wildlife in general. 

 

Badger 

5.3.14 No signs of badger were recorded within or adjacent to the site during the survey and 
no records of badger were provided within a 2km radius of the site. It is considered 
reasonable to discount presence of badger setts at or adjacent to the site, however 
badger may wander onto the site for foraging and commuting purposes. 
Precautionary working methods are recommended to be adopted during construction 
works, which will include the covering, or providing a means of, to any trenches and 
capping any open pipework at the end of each working day, to prevent accidental 
harm to badger, otter or other mammals which may access the site. 
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Other protected species 

5.3.15 Existing records for otter, water vole and white clawed crayfish lie over 1km from the 
site, along Bedale Beck. No suitable habitat is situated on or adjacent to the site, and 
no evidence of either species was recorded on site during the site assessment. It is 
considered that these species will not be affected by the development proposals and 
no further survey is recommended. 

5.3.16 Due to the lack of records for reptiles within the surrounding area, the presence of 
reptiles is considered unlikely. No adverse impact upon such species is anticipated as 
a result of the proposed development. 
 

5.4 NOTABLE SPECIES 

Hedgehog 

5.4.1 Records within 2km of the site included hedgehog and some habitats on site, such as 
the hedgerows are considered to be suitable for this species. Precautionary working 
methods will therefore be adopted to ensure hedgehogs are not harmed/killed during 
works. Such works would include the removal of any tree/shrub cuttings from site, 
once vegetation is cut so as to avoid the creation of brash piles; these may be 
attractive to hedgehogs, which could subsequently be harmed if the brash pile is 
burnt or removed with machinery. In addition, any trenches created on site will be 
covered or a means of escape shall be provided and any open pipe work will be 
capped at the end of each working day. 

5.4.2 To enhance the site for hedgehog, it is recommended that small gaps (0.15m) are left 
under sections of new fencing/walls within the development to allow passage of 
hedgehog and maintain connectivity across the site. 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1.1 The habitats within the proposals site are generally considered to be of low 
conservation value, predominantly comprising bare ground with ephemeral-short 
perennial vegetation and ruderal vegetation. The habitats within the site considered 
to be of some conservation value include trees and hedgerows, as these provide 
suitable habitat for breeding and roosting bird species, amphibians and small 
mammals such as hedgehogs. 

6.1.2 There are no statutory designated sites within 2 km of the site, and one non-statutory 
site at approximately 1.7 km however, no impact on this site is anticipated.  

6.1.3 No potential for protected species have been identified, such that no further survey is 
considered necessary. 

6.1.4 It is anticipated that the development of the site is feasible with minimal impact to 
biodiversity and potential for biodiversity gains, provided that the recommended 
mitigation and enhancement measures are incorporated within the scheme. 
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FIGURES 

7.1.1 Figure 01: Aerial view of the site (within the report text) 

7.1.2 Figure 02: Phase 1 Habitat Map  

7.1.3 Figure 03: Pond locations within 500m of the site (within the report text) 
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FIGURE 02: PHASE 1 HABITAT MAP  
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APPENDIX 01: PRINCIPLE LEGISLATION AND POLICIES 

Principle Legislation 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

This is the primary legislation for nature conservation in England and Wales. It confers varying degrees 
of protection on selected species according to their conservation status, ranging from making it an 
offence to take a species from the wild for profit, to full protection of a species and its habitat. The Act 
also gives guidance and instruction on statutory sites, such as sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
License exempting specific works can be granted by Natural England. Such licenses are only granted 
once a full assessment has been made and an appropriate, sustainable mitigation package devised. 
 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

Allied to the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 are subsidiary Acts such as the Protection of Badgers 
Act, 1992 which consolidated and added to previous legislation. According to the PBA it is an offence to 
wilfully kill, injure or maim a badger. Badger setts are also protected from interference unless such 
activities are licensed through Natural England. Any mitigation packages devised for badgers found on 
development sites must be agreed by Natural England and all mitigation activities must be fully 
licensed. 
 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

As well as providing measures to improve countryside access for walkers, ramblers and horse riders, 
this Act also strengthens the protection of species and designated sites made in the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. This Act also gives the importance of biodiversity conservation statutory basis 
requiring government departments to have regard for biodiversity in carrying out their functions, and 
to take positive steps to further the conservation of listed species and habitats. 
 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC), 2006 – Biodiversity Duty 

NERC received royal assent in March 2006. Section 40 of the Act replaces and extends a duty, from 
Section 74 of the Countryside and Rights Of Way Act 2000, on Ministers and Government which 
already requires them to have regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity. Section 40(1) states 
that, "Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with 
the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity." 
 

EC Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 

This Directive aims to give Europe-wide protection to certain rare and threatened habitats on land and 
at sea. It builds on legislation already established under the Birds Directive of 1979, and aims to 
establish a series of protected sites known as Natura 2000 series. These sites are intended to protect 
the unique and special wildlife of Europe and to preserve it for future generations. In Britain these 
Natura 2000 sites include those areas designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs). The Habitats Directive is implemented in the UK through the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. 
 

EC Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) 

The Directive provides a framework for the conservation and management of, and human interactions 
with, wild birds in Europe. It sets broad objectives for a wide range of activities, although the precise 
legal mechanisms for their achievements are at the discretion of each Member State (in the UK 
delivery is via several different statutes). The Directive applies to the UK and to its overseas territory of 
Gibraltar. 

The main provisions of the Directive include: 
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The maintenance of the favourable conservation status of all wild bird species across their 
distributional range with the encouragement of various activities to that end; 

The identification and classification of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the rare and vulnerable 
species listed in Annex I of the Directive, as well as for all regularly occurring migratory species, paying 
particular attention to the protection of wetlands of international importance; 

The establishment of a general scheme of protection for all wild birds; Restrictions on the sale and 
keeping of wild birds. 
 
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 were made under Section 97 of the Environment Act 1995 and came 
into force in 1997. They introduced new arrangements for local planning authorities in England and 
Wales to protect important hedgerows in the countryside, by controlling their removal through a 
system of notification. Important hedgerows are defined by complex assessment criteria, which draw 
on biodiversity features, historical context and the landscape value of the hedgerow. 
 

For species-specific legislation, please refer to Appendix 04 for further information. 
 

Policy 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

The National Planning Policy Framework replaces Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS 9) Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation but the accompanying guidance document (ODPM 06/2005: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation-Statutory Obligations and their impact within the Planning System) has not 
been withdrawn. 

The NPPF sets out the Government’s policies on the protection of biodiversity and sites of geological 
interest through the planning system. It required local planning authorities, when taking decisions, to 
ensure that appropriate weight is attached to designated sites of international, national and local 
importance, protected species and to biodiversity and sites of recognised geological interest within the 
wider environment. It states: 

‘’The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: 

Protecting and enhancing values landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils; 

Recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

Minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing 
to the Government’s commitment to hault the overall decline in biodiversity, including by establishing 
coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures.’’ 

‘’When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve and 
enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles: 

If significant harm resulting from a development cannot be aboided (through locating on an alternative 
site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then 
planning permission should be refused.’’ 
 

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

In 1993, the UK government consulted over three hundred organisations throughout the UK and held a 
two day seminar to debate the key issues raised at the Convention of Biological Diversity. The product 
of this was the launch of Biodiversity: the UK Action Plan in 1994 which outlined the UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan for dealing with biodiversity conservation in response to the Rio Convention. 

The UK Biodiversity Steering Group was created in 1994 and published Biodiversity: the UK Steering 
Group Report – meeting the Rio challenge. This established the framework and criteria for identifying 
species and habitat types of conservation concern. 
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From this list, action plans for 391 species and 45 broad habitat types were produced. As well as having 
national priorities and targets, action was also taken at a local level. The Steering Group drew up as set 
of guidelines that were discussed with the Local Authority Association and the Local Government 
Board. 

Today there are 162 Local Biodiversity Action Plans in the UK. A review of the UK BAP was undertaken 
between 2003 and 2006.
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APPENDIX 02: DESIGNATED SITE MAP 
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APPENDIX 03: LOCAL RECORDS 

North and East Yorkshire Ecological Data Centre:  
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North Yorkshire Bat Group:  

 

Species Site Gridref Quantity Date Comment

Noctule Bat Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 08-Aug-18 In flight

Common Pipistrelle Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 08-Aug-18 In flight

Common Pipistrelle Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 21-Aug-18 In flight

Brown Long-eared Bat Leases Hall, Leeming Bar SE280913 19-Sep-13 In flight

Brown Long-eared Bat Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 08-Aug-18 In flight

Soprano Pipistrelle Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 08-Aug-18 In flight

Soprano Pipistrelle Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 21-Aug-18 In flight

Pipistrelle species 5 Grange Avenue, Leeming Bar SE286897 03-Jul-95 Injured bat

Pipistrelle species 2 Low Street, Leeming Bar SE286901 29-Oct-85

Pipistrelle species 10 Newton Crescent, Leeming Village SE295892 07-Jul-03 Roost

Pipistrelle species Leases Hall, Leeming Bar SE280913 19-Sep-13 Foraging

Whiskered / Brandt's Bat Toll Crest, Roman Road, Leeming SE293895 16 12-Aug-13 Commuting

Myotis bat sp. Leases Hall, Leeming Bar SE280913 19-Sep-13 Foraging

Myotis bat sp. Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 08-Aug-18 In flight

Myotis bat sp. Blind Lane, Aiskew SE27398862 21-Aug-18 In flight

Unknown 10 Newton Crescent, Leeming Village SE295893 02-Aug-02 Roost

Unknown 1 Newton Crescent, Leeming, Northallerton SE294892 15-Aug-96 Roost

Unknown Long Acres, Water Lane, Leeming SE292894 15-Jul-04 Roost

Unknown 4 Newton Crescent, Leeming Village SE295892 80+ 14-Jul-05 Roost

Unknown 15 Ings View, Aiskew SE2751588965 60 10-Aug-05 Roost

Unknown 15 Newton Crescent, Leeming Village SE295892 07-Mar-06 Roost
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APPENDIX 04: PROTECTED SPECIES LEGISLATION 

 

Bats 

Bats and their roosts are afforded full legal protection under both UK and European 
legislation. The Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended, 2017) 
transpose the Habitats Directive into UK law, making it an offence to:  

 deliberately disturb a bat;  

 deliberately kill, injure or capture a bat;  

 damage, destroy or obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place (note this 
applies to both deliberate and reckless actions).  

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (Schedule 5) made it an offence to:  

 intentionally kill, injure or take a bat ; 

 damage, destroy or obstruct a bat roost *; 

 disturb a bat at a roost *; 

 possess or control a bat or any part thereof; 

 sell, offer for sale, possess or transport for sale any bat or part thereof; 

 set traps for catching, killing or injuring bats; 

 possess articles for the purposes of committing offences against bats; 

[*= intentional and reckless offences covered]. 
 
This protection applies whether bats are present within the roost at the time or not. 

 

Great crested newts 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) transposes into UK law and the 
Convention on the Conservation of European and Wildlife and Natural Habitats (commonly 
referred to as the ‘Bern Convention’). The 1981 Act was amended by the Countryside and 
Rights of Way [‘CRoW’] Act 2000. 

The great crested newt is listed on Schedule 5 of the 1981 Act, and is therefore subject to the 
provisions of Section 9, which make it an offence to: 

 Intentionally kill, injure of take a great crested newt [Section 9 (1)]; 

 Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived from a great 
crested newt [Section 9 (2)]; 

 Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or 
place used for shelter or protection by a great crested newt [Section 9 (4)(a)]; 

 Intentionally or recklessly disturb a great crested newt while it is occupying a 
structure or place which it uses for that purpose [Section 9(4)(b)]. 

The Conservation (Natural Habitats & Countryside.) Regulations 1994 (the Habitats 
Regulations, as amended, 2017) transpose into the UK law Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 
21st May 1992 on the conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (often 
referred to as the ‘Habitats [and Species] Directive’). The great crested newt is listed on 
Annex II and Annex IV of the Directive. The former Annex relates to the designation of Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) for this species; even where great crested newts occur outside 
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SACs, the inclusion on Annex II serves to underline their conservation significance. Inclusion of 
the Annex IV (‘European Protected Species’) means that member states are required to put in 
place a system of strict protection as outlined in Article 12, and this is done through inclusion 
on Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Regulation 39 makes it an offence to:  

 Deliberately capture or kill a great crested newt [Regulation 39 (1)(a)];  

 Deliberately disturb a great crested newt [Regulation 39(1)(b)]; 

 Deliberately take or destroy the eggs of a great crested newt [Regulation 39 
(1)(c)];  

 Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a great crested newt 
[Regulation 39(1)(d)].  

 
The legislation applies to all life stages of great crested newts. 

 

Breeding birds 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) makes it an offence to: 

 kill, injure, or take any wild bird; 

 take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being 
built or, 

 take or destroy an egg of any wild bird. 

This protection applies from the moment the nest is being built. Additional protection against 
disturbance on the nest or of dependent young is provided for birds included on Schedule 1. 

 

Badger 

Badgers and their setts are protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. Under the Act it 
is illegal to: 

 Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger or attempt to do so; 

 Cruelly ill-treat a badger; and, 

 Interfere with a sett by doing any of the following: 

(i) damaging a badger sett or any part of it; 

(ii) destroying a badger sett; 

(iii) obstructing access to a badger sett; 

(iv) causing a dog to enter a sett; and, 

(v) disturbing a badger while it is occupying a sett. 

Penalties for offences under the Act are up to six months in prison and a fine of £5,000 for 
each offence. 

 

 


