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Permit Variation Application for Spennymoor Clinical Waste Treatment Facility 

Dear Graham,  

Thank you for your email dated 20 August 2021 regarding the application referenced above. The following 
information is provided to you in response to the request for information in order to complete your duly making 
checks. 

Technical Competence 

We can confirm that TCM cover will be provided by Mr Scott Wadsworth.  A copy of his Continuing 
Competence certificate is attached in Annex NDM-1 to this letter. 

Site Plans 

An updated layout plan, Drawing SHSMT-SP-EP02 Site Layout Plan Revision B, is attached in Annex NDM-
2.  This shows additional details of the storage arrangements for incoming waste, including indicative 
capacities where this can be determined. 

Noise 

The plant is not yet operational so no monitoring has been carried out.   

The site currently operates from 08.00 to 18.00 hours Monday to Friday however the planning application, 
submitted in 2020 sought to increase this to a 24 hour operation, seven days a week, in order to allow the 
site to meet future changes in demand and market.  

In relation to noise, this was a key consideration in the planning application for the move from Unit 44 to Unit 
1 and the operation of the proposed treatment facility in Unit 1.  This is considered in the context of noise 
from vehicle movements, and noise from the treatment plant. 

In relation to vehicle movements, the planning application statement included the following information: 

“The number of two way LGV/HGV movements per day, Monday to Friday, would increase from a maximum 
of 12 per day currently, to 46 two-way movements per day. 
 
The site is already operating in terms of providing storage for empty bulk containers under the existing 
consented B8 use. There are no known operational restrictions on the number of vehicle movements, and 
although details of the HGV movements into and out of the site when it was operated by Boots as a regional 
distribution centre, are not known, as a major nationally known high street and on-line retailer, it is understood 
that the vehicle movements were likely to have been considerably in excess of that proposed and involved 
the use the generally much larger 40 tonne articulated HGVs compared the 20 tonne rigid body vehicles 
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used by Sharpsmart. As such it is anticipated, despite the increase in the number of LGV and HGV 
movements compared with the number arising from the existing Sharpsmart operations at Unit 44, that the 
vehicles number will still be substantially less than they were when Enterprise Point 1 was occupied by Boots.  
 
A further point to be noted is that the access route to the Enterprise Point 1 from the A167 will be strictly to 
and from the north along Meadowfield Avenue to York Hill Road and then to the Butcher’s Race Roundabout. 
Access south via Arlington Way and to west along York Hill Road to Tudhoe is prevented by statutory 7.5 
tonne weight restrictions, and the junction of the Meadowfield Avenue and York Hill Road only allows a right 
turn towards the Butcher’s Race Roundabout. It is not therefore possible for HGVs to access any of the 
adjoining residential areas or and there is only one available HGV route into and out of the Green Lane 
Industrial Estate and Enterprise City.”  
 
In relation to potential operational noise from the plant, the planning application statement references the 
significance of amenity impacts being more important with the completion of the Durham Gate development 
and with the nearest residential properties west of Arlington Way at Dalton Wynd (approx. 90 m southwest 
of Unit 1).  The planning application statements notes that: 

“In relation to operational noise from the new plant to be installed, this is unlikely to be significant 
consideration as the plant and waste transfer and treatment activities [are] being undertaken entirely within 
the existing building. The operation of the autoclave and other items of plant are not noisy, and it is not 
proposed that there will any external plant. There will be additional flues on the building, but these will not be 
exhaust flues, emitting only steam and extracted air, so that there will be no noise associated with emissions 
at velocity. As such it not anticipated that there will be any significant noise emissions from the operational 
activities or the plant to installed within the building.” 
 
A Noise Assessment was completed for the site (ref. inacoustic, 24th August 2020, version 2).  This was 
produced in support of the planning application and detailed the existing background climate at the nearest 
receptors, as well as the sound emissions associated with the proposed development.  It included a sound 
monitoring survey and modelling exercise (in accordance with BS 4142:2014 + A1:2019).  In summary, the 
assessment identified that “the development will give rise to rating noise levels that are typically below the 
measured daytime background sound levels in the area, at the closest assessed residential receptors, thus 
giving rise to a Low Impact”.  In relation to night time, the assessment identified a potential ‘adverse impact’ 
which related solely to HGV movements.  This was however considered in the context of the existing site 
permission which is for B8 storage and distribution use; this activity is permitted to occur on the site, has 
historically done so and can continue to do so lawfully. 
 
With specific regard to the closest (and newest) residential development to the site, a noise assessment was 
undertake for that planning application (ref. WSP/Parsons Brinckerhoff, 2015).  It fully considered the 
potential of the facility (then the Boots Distribution Centre) to operate 24 hours per day.  The residential 
development was therefore designed, mitigated and permitted by Durham Country Council on the basis of 
the 2015 baseline HGV movements.  Mitigation included enhanced glazing and acoustic fencing. 
 
Air Emissions 

As noted by you, the H1 completed and provided for the operation of the boiler is conservative.  Short term 
NOx has been identified as a concern to the EA as it is not screened out at MCPD limits and the site is 
relatively close to residential receptors. 

Sharpsmart is in the process of engaging a company to carry out air quality modelling of short term NOx 
however the completion of this is not possible within the timescales required for duly making.  It has been 
agreed, via email with you, that this can be addressed during the determination period by way of a Schedule 
5 Notice. 

Pre-Acceptance 

A copy of the Sharpsmart pre-acceptance procedure is attached in Annex NDM-3 to this letter. 

Site Condition Report 

The H5 form relating to site condition was originally submitted in September 2019 when it was produced to 
support an application to include the current operational unit, Unit 1, alongside the permitted Unit 44. 
Following approval of that SCR and the increase of the permit boundary, the permit has been varied again 
to remove Unit 44 and move transfer operations into Unit 1 and the associated yard area. 
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The H5 form has been amended for this application, to reflect the 2020 change in boundary, and to include 
the revised activities proposed by this (V006) variation.  A copy of the updated H5 form is attached in Annex 
NDM-4. 

Close Out 

We hope that this response addresses your queries and enables you to duly make the application; we look 
forward to hearing from you soon. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Rebecca Hodkinson 
Reva Environmental Limited 
  

 

 

 
 


