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Beyond Waste for G McAleer Contracts Ltd
Environment Agency guidance on risk assessments for environmental permits 1
states that "If you’re applying for a bespoke permit but most of your activities are
covered by standard rules, you only need to do a risk assessment for the activities or
risks that are not covered by the generic risk assessment for those standard rules."
ie only the activities or risks not covered by the appropriate generic risk
assessment need to be separately addressed.
Given the nature of the proposed waste operation corresponds to that of SR2010
No 12: treatment of waste to produce soil substitutes and aggregates it is
considered appropriate to rely on the SR2010 No 12 generic risk assessment as the
basis of the risk assessment for this bespoke permit application.
All of the parameters identified within the scope of the generic risk assessment
are met aside from parameter 5, 7 & 8. As shown in the parameter alignment
check list overleaf.
This risk assessment therefore focuses on the parameters that are not met and
addresses the possible risks posed.

1

Environment Agency Guidance, Risk Assessments for your environmental permit, 1 February
2016, https://www.gov.uk/guidance/risk-assessments-for-your-environmental-permit
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Standard Rules SR2010No12 Risk Assessment Parameter Checklist
Parameter
Number

Parameter

Met (Y/N)

Comment

1

Permitted activities - The storage of waste (R13) and treatment to produce soil, soil
substitutes roadstone and aggregate(R3,R5).

Y

Proposed activities correspond to SR.

2

Permitted waste types - Non-Hazardous as listed in rules other than waste consisting
solely or mainly of dusts, powders or loose fibres or waste in liquid form

Y

Only inert waste suitable for conversion into recycled aggregate
under the WRAP Quality Protocol will be accepted at the site

3

Quantity of waste accepted at the facility: <75,000 tonnes per annum.

Y

Proposed tonnage corresponds to SR.

4

The activities shall not be carried out within an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA)
designated for particulate matter in the form of PM10.

Y

No designated AQMA in proximity to site.

5

Specified waste shall be stored and treated on an impermeable surface with sealed
drainage system when located within groundwater source protection zones 1 or 2 or on
hard standing.

Y

Only inert waste suitable for storage on hardstanding to be
accepted at the site

6

The only point source discharges to controlled waters or groundwater, are surface water
from the roofs of buildings and from areas of the facility not used for the storage or
treatment of wastes.

Y

No point source discharges

7

The activities shall not be carried out within 500m of a European Site (candidate or
Special Area of Conservation, proposed or Special Protection Area or Ramsar site) or a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 250 metres with the presence of great crested
newts, where it is linked to the breeding ponds of the newts by good habitat; 50 metres
of a site that has relevant species or habitats protected under the Biodiversity Action Plan
that the Environment Agency considers at risk to this activity or 50 metres of a National
Nature Reserve (NNR), Local Nature Reserves(LNR), Local Wildlife Site (LWS), Ancient
woodland or Scheduled Ancient Monument.

N

The site is within 500m of Folkestone & Etchinghill Escarpment
SSSI/SAC

The activities must also be 10 metres from any watercourse and be 50 metres from any
spring or well, or of any borehole not used to supply water for domestic or food
production purposes or 50m from any spring or well or any borehole used for the supply
of water for human consumption. This must include private water supplies.

Y

8

The site is within a SPZ 1 and 2.

The site is within 50m of a deciduous woodland

The site boundary is within 10m of a watercourse but the waste
activities will be located more than 10m from a watercourse.
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Parameter 5 – Specified Waste Storage
Parameter 5 requires that “specified waste shall be stored and treated on an
impermeable surface with sealed drainage system when located within groundwater
source protection zones 1 or 2 or on hard standing”.
Figure 1 shows the application site is located partially within a source protection
zone 1 and partially located within a source protection zone 2.

Figure 1 The location of the site in relation to the groundwater source protection zone.

Therefore, potential contaminants may present a risk of pollution were they to be
transported to the underlying groundwater.
As wastes listed in Table 2.4 of the SR2010 N0.12 are required to be stored on
impermeable surface with sealed drainage the applicant has confirmed it will not
accept these wastes.
In light of the above these wastes should be removed from the proposed list of
wastes listed in the bespoke permit application. To confirm, the site will not
accept these wastes and this will be reflected within the site's waste acceptance
procedures that form part of the site EMS.
Therefore, this risk has been screened out of the risk assessment.

3|P age
Project: Bespoke Environmental Permit Application EPR/ WE8696AA/A001
Document: Revised Risk Assessment
Version: v1.0 17.09.2020

Beyond Waste for G McAleer Contracts Ltd

Parameter 7 - Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Area of Conservation and
Deciduous Woodland Proximity
Parameter 7 states “The activities shall not be carried out within 500m of a
European Site (candidate or Special Area of Conservation, proposed or Special
Protection Area or Ramsar site) or a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 250
metres with the presence of great crested newts, where it is linked to the breeding
ponds of the newts by good habitat; 50 metres of a site that has relevant species or
habitats protected under the Biodiversity Action Plan that the Environment Agency
considers at risk to this activity or 50 metres of a National Nature Reserve (NNR),
Local Nature Reserves(LNR), Local Wildlife Site (LWS), Ancient woodland or
Scheduled Ancient Monument.”
The pre-application screening for Nature and Heritage Conservation assets found
that much of the application site is within:
 500m of the Folkestone to Etchinghill Escarpment SAC and SSSI (Citation
shown in Appendix 1); and
 50m of deciduous woodland (UK Biodiversity Action Plan protected
habitat).
As a result, it was deemed that the application would not be eligible for the
Standard Rules permit, and a bespoke permit is to be sought instead.
The primary risk posed by the site to these receptors would be dust emissions
that may have an adverse effect on the protected sites and the woodland were it
to be allowed to travel and deposit on the receptor. As such, the risk of an
adverse impact may be assessed to be Medium.
However, due to:
 specific characteristics of the site context; and
 dust control measures to be implemented by the site
it can be concluded that the risk to these receptors is Low.
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Site Specific Characteristics
1. Height Differential
The site is substantially lower than the SAC/SSSI, with a height difference of nearly
100m vertical. (The SAC/SSSI is 120m to 140m above sea level and the site surface
is at c48m above sea level). This means in addition to the horizontal distance of
c450m between the waste activity and SAC/SSSI, dust would need to travel and
traverse a vertical distance of up to 92m. The photograph in Figure 2 illustrates
this height difference, being taken from ground level of the site itself.
2. Infrastructure between the site & the SAC/SSSI
Between the site and the SAC/SSSI are two major pieces of infrastructure, the
M20 and the railway marshalling yard serving the Channel Tunnel. These form an
additional expanse across which dust would have to travel. There is also a
screening barrier located along the edge of the M20 that runs between the site's
northern boundary and the SAC/SSSI. This is also labelled in Figure 2.
3. Retaining Wall Acting as a Shield to Stored Aggregates
The ground level of the site at the feedstock and product storage area is some 4m
lower than the adjoining unit to the south west. Given the prevailing wind
direction is from the south west it is considered that the height difference will
cause the retaining wall to shield stockpiles from wind blow. This greatly reduces
the likelihood of dust been transported from the stockpiles. This protection also
improves the effectiveness of dust suppression as it reduces the threat of
stockpiles being dried out by the wind. It should be noted that all products that
comply with the site's WRAP Protocol compliant Factory Production Manual will
cease to be waste, and would therefore not be subject to the controls of the
Environmental Permit.
4. 20m Buffer Zone
To reduce the risk of any dust blow settling on the adjacent woodland a buffer
zone of 20m (Figure 3) within which activities such as feedstock deposit and
storage, aggregate production and product storage and loading may be restricted
will be observed. This buffer zone would introduce a gap in which any dust carried
can settle before leaving the site boundary.

5|P age
Project: Bespoke Environmental Permit Application EPR/ WE8696AA/A001
Document: Revised Risk Assessment
Version: v1.0 17.09.2020

Beyond Waste for G McAleer Contracts Ltd

SAC/
SSSI
Barrier

Figure 2 Image showing a. the height difference between the site & the SAC/SSSI to rear and b.
the location of the M20 screening barrier
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Figure 3 Proposed 20m Buffer Zone Between Potentially Dust Generating Activities & the
adjacent Woodland.
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Mitigation
A Dust Emissions Management Plan (DEMP) has been produced to reduce the risk of
uncontrolled emissions leaving the site. Table 2 presents the dust control measures to be
implemented at the site.
Table 2 Dust Control Measures from the G McAleer DEMP v1.1.
Activity

Primary Mitigation

Secondary Mitigation

Tertiary Mitigation

Delivery

All vehicles to arrive at the
site with load sheeted

Vehicle speeds limited to 5mph
(shown in Image 1) when on site and
switching off engines when not in
use.

All vehicles carrying waste
accepted at the site will meet
the waste duty of care
requirements to prevent its
escape.

Deposit

Minimise drop heights when
unloading

Site layout locates activities away
from sensitive receptors and creates
buffer zone with public footpath.

Dust suppression equipment
to prevent dust escaping the
site boundary.

Processing

All processing equipment is
fitted with integral dust
suppression equipment

Site layout locates activities away
from sensitive receptors and creates
buffer zone with public footpath.

Dust suppression equipment
to prevent dust escaping the
site boundary.

Storage

Recycled aggregate product
is stored within bays behind a
retaining wall that shelters
the material from the
prevailing wind

Site layout locates activities away
from sensitive receptors and creates
buffer zone with public footpath.

Dust suppression sprays
utilised to dampen product
stockpiles to limit dust
emissions as necessary.

Loading

The use of site layout to
locate activities away from
sensitive receptors.

Materials are placed within removal
vehicle and are not dropped from a
height. Reducing the distance over
which dust could be blown and
dispersed by wind.

Dust suppression sprays
utilised to dampen product
stockpiles to limit dust
emissions as necessary prior
to material loading.

Dust suppression equipment located around the site's perimeter will be deployed to
prevent dust escaping the site. This provides another level of protection for the SAC/ SSSI
and woodland.

Parameter 8 – Proximity to a Watercourse
Parameter 8 requires that “the activities must also be 10 metres from any watercourse and
be 50 metres from any spring or well, or of any borehole not used to supply water for
domestic or food production purposes or 50m from any spring or well or any borehole used
for the supply of water for human consumption. This must include private water supplies.”
However, as shown in Figure 4 the south eastern boundary of the site is located within
10m of a watercourse.
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Figure 4 The location of the site in relation to the watercourse

Therefore, potential contaminants and particulate matter may present a risk of pollution
were they to be transported to the watercourse. With respect to the watercourse within
10m of the south eastern boundary (as shown in Figure 4), it should be noted that no
waste related activities will take place within 10m of the watercourse. Figure 5 shows
that the closest actual activity is at least 30m away from the watercourse. Therefore, the
requirement for "the activities.. to.. be 10 metres from any watercourse " is met and any
potential risk to surface water from the waste activity has been screened out of this risk
assessment.
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Figure 5 The site layout plan with distances from the closest waste related activity to the watercourse labelled.
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Appendix 1 Folkestone to Etchinghill Escarpment SSSI Citation
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