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Worms Heath Restoration 
Limpsfield Road 

 

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

 

1. Introduction 
This application is for the importation of waste to restore the former landfill at Worms Heath, Limpsfield 
Road, Warlingham, Surrey CR6 9QL. 

A ‘recovery’ decision was received from the Environment Agency on 13th January 2023.  A copy of their 
confirmation email is appended to this summary. 

The proposed operation will closely resemble those permitted under SR2015No.39 “Use of waste in a 
deposit for recovery operation”, however, the proposed importation will exceed 60,000m3 and this 
application is therefore for a bespoke permit. 

 

2. The site 
The site is located to the north of Limpsfield Road and is known as Worms Heath.  It is part of a wider 
agricultural holding, however, the planning history for the site shows it has been used for gravel extraction 
since the 19th Century, before being infilled with inert waste during the 1970’s.  The land has since been 
returned to agriculture, but the poor quality of the land makes the site difficult to use and, in contrast to the 
surrounding agricultural land, it is now rough grassland inhabited by brambles, nettles and other weeds. 

The site is approximately 9.5ha and includes 3.0ha of woodland, mainly along the southern boundary, but 
also along the other boundaries. The remainder of the site is an open field that gently slopes down towards 
the north-west.  There is a public bridleway that runs east to west across the site.   

There are no significant environmental or landscape designations nearby; some of the nearby woodland is 
classified as ‘Ancient’, but the woodland within the site is not.  The nearest Ancient woodland is located 
adjacent to the northeast boundary of the site and will therefore be less then 50m from the permitted 
activities.  

The proposed works will cap the existing unsuitable soils (and former landfill) to create an improved soil 
profile for productive agricultural use, in the future.  The area of the proposed works is approximately 7.5ha 
and it is estimated that approximately 100,000m3 of material is required. 

A Site Plan (Ref. WH/003) is provided with this application and shows the location of the site.  The extent of 
the site is shown by the green site boundary line. 
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3. Waste Acceptance 
The proposed works will be constructed from imported waste materials.  The majority of these materials will 
be recovered excavation arisings from other construction sites including clays, subsoils, sands and stones.  A 
description of how these waste materials will be utilised to construct the works, including a full list of the 
waste materials to be imported, is contained in the approved Waste Recovery Plan (Ref. WH/001). 

The waste materials will be delivered by a vetted group of hauliers from various source sites.  Each source 
site will be reviewed and, where available, chemical test data will be checked prior to acceptance at the site.  
All waste materials delivered to the site will be accompanied by a Controlled Waste Transfer Note and 
materials will be visually checked upon arrival.  Full details of the waste acceptance procedure are given in 
the Environmental Management System (Ref. WH/007).  

 

4. Management/Competence 
This Bespoke Permit will be managed by a competent manager who holds the appropriate WAMITAB 
Competence Qualification, refer to Technical Ability (Ref. WH/005). 

 

5. Risk Management 
The construction of the proposed restoration works will be carried out using typical construction machinery.  
Fugitive emissions such as noise, vibration, odour, dust, Silt-laden runoff and mud (carried off site on vehicle 
wheels) may be generated.    The potential risks that these present have been assessed in the Risk 
Assessment (Ref. WH/008) which accompanies this permit application.  Mitigation measures to control and 
manage these fugitive emissions are identified in the Environmental Management System (Ref. WH/007).  

Potential risks from the former landfill material have also been assessed and are included in the Risk 
Assessment (Ref. WH/008).  The nature of the former landfill material has been described, along with the 
environmental setting, in the ESSD Report that accompanies this permit application (Ref. WH/010). 

 

6. Technical Guidance Notes 
 

The importation and utilisation of the waste materials will be carried out in accordance with the relevant 
Technical Guidance Note (TGN).  The following have been identified as relevant: 
 

Online Guidance – Risk assessments for your environmental permit 
Online Guidance – Waste recovery plans and permits 
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7. Supporting Documents 
 
The following supporting documents are submitted with this Bespoke Permit Application: 
 

Document Ref. Title 
WH/001 Waste Recovery Plan 
WH/003 Site Plan 
WH/004 Site Condition Report 
WH/005 Technical Ability 
WH/006 Non-technical Summary 
WH/007  Environmental Management System 
WH/008 Risk Assessment 
WH/009 Table 1b 
WH/010 Environmental Setting and Site Design (ESSD) Report 
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Appendix A 
 

RvD Advice Email 






