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What is the background to the permit variation application? 

 
Gent Fairhead & Company Ltd (GFL) applied to the Environment Agency on 26 October 2018 to vary the 
conditions of its current environmental permit (Ref. FP3335YU) in order to allow a change in the currently 
approved incinerator design. Specifically, GFL applied to reduce the height of the exhaust stack from the 
current permit requirement of 58 metres (above surrounding ground level) to 35 metres (above surrounding 
ground level). The company’s application also proposed tighter emission limits for certain pollutants and an 
enhanced method of treating nitrogen oxides prior to release to the environment.  
 
We consulted the public on the variation application between 24 January 2019 to 21 February 2019 and we 
subsequently received 137 responses from the public. 
 

What exactly are GFL proposing to change? 
 
GFL’s permit variation application requested the following: 
 

- A reduction in the height of the incinerator stack from the current permit requirement of 58 metres to 
35 metres (above surrounding ground level); 

 
- A reduction in the daily emission limit for oxides of nitrogen (known as NOx) from the current permit 

limit of 150 mg/m3  to 100 mg/m3; 

 
- A change to the primary means of controlling NOx emissions. At present, the permit requires the 

use of Selective Non-Catalytic Reduction (SNCR) for NOx abatement. The variation application 
proposes the use of an enhanced SNCR system. The enhanced system will optimise the reaction 
between ammonia dosing and NOx resulting in lower levels emitted from the plant in order to 
comply with the stricter limits; 

 
- A reduction in the daily emission limit for sulphur dioxide from the current permit limit of 200 mg/m3 

to 90 mg/m3; 

 
- A reduction in the limits for certain heavy metals.  

 
What is the Environment Agency now proposing to do and why? 
 
We have carefully considered GFL’s application including consideration of all received consultation 
responses. We are now of the opinion that the proposals will provide for an equivalent level of 
environmental protection as that afforded by the current environmental permit. As a result, we are 
proposing to accept the applicant’s proposals and to vary the current permit conditions to incorporate the 
requested changes. 
 
Our detailed reasoning for the above proposed decision is set out in our draft decision document (see 
below)  
 
 
 



Commenting on our proposed decision: 
 
Our draft permit variation notice and draft decision document can be viewed on-line at the address below. 
Please note this link will only go ‘live’ from 9 January 2020. Consultation comments can also be 
submitted via the same link: 
 
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/psc/co5-9df-gent-fairhead-co-limited2/ 
 
Alternatively you can return consultation comments: 
 
By post to: 
  
PSC - EP Team, Quadrant 2, 99 Parkway Avenue, Sheffield, S9 4WF 

 

By e-mail to:  PSCpublicresponse@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
A full copy of the variation application can also be viewed by appointment at our offices at Rivers House, 
Threshelfords Business Park, Inworth Road, Feering, CO5 9SE. 
 
We have also arranged a public drop-in event for members of the public to come and talk to our technical 
staff. The variation application and consultation response forms will also be available at this session. The 
event will be held on: 

 
Friday, 10 January between 2pm-7pm at Rivenhall Village Hall, 54 Church Rd, Rivenhall, Witham 
CM8 3PH 
 

How long is the consultation period? 
 
The consultation period on the permit application runs from 9 January to 6 February 2020.  
 

Further information 
Should you wish to discuss the application in more detail, arrange a visit to speak to one of our staff or 
you wish to receive copies of Public Register information relating to the variation application, in the first 
instance please contact our Customers & Engagement Team on 02030 255472 or by e-mail: 
enquiries_eastanglia@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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