
Leys Poultry Farm - Permit Variation Application Supporting Information Version 1.2 
R.G. Boyce Limited 06/09/2022 

 

4 

 

1 Non-Technical Summary 

1.1 This document contains supporting information which supplements the Environmental 

Permit variation application being submitted by R.G. Boyce Limited for the operation 

of a broiler farm. This section provides a non-technical summary of the proposed 

operations at Leys Poultry Farm and an outline of the measures which will be used to 

control environmental impacts. 

 

1.2 The farm already holds an Environmental Permit (ref: EPR/QP3231MA) with a site 

stocking capacity of 514,640 broilers. The principal changes covered by this variation 

application include an increase in stocking capacity to 588,784 broilers, the addition of 

two modern poultry houses and the decommissioning of an ageing poultry house. 

Other changes to the permit in terms of the supporting infrastructure are also being 

made. 

1.3 The proposals will essentially be a minor expansion of the existing, consented 

operation. Chicks or hatching eggs will be brought in from a hatchery. The chicks would 

be one day old and hatching eggs would hatch on site 2 to 3 days later. Chickens will 

be transported to a meat processing factory at the end of the growing period. The 

average growing cycle length will be between 6 and 8 weeks. Prior to the arrival of the 

chicks/hatching eggs, the houses will be bedded with wood chips/shavings and pre-

warmed. Feed will be supplied from a local feed mill and stored on site in purpose 

designed galvanised steel bulk bins. Water will be provided via nipple drinkers fitted 

with drip cups which are designed to minimise spillage. This, together with good 

environmental control in the houses will help to maintain good litter conditions and 

hence reduced ammonia and odour. Broilers which die during the crop cycle will be 

removed from houses and held in covered and locked, vermin proof bins, which are 

moved to a temperature controlled container, prior to collection by licensed contractor 

under the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) fallen stock 

scheme. Numbers will be recorded. 

1.4 At the end of each growing period, broilers will be removed from the houses and used 

litter taken away from the farm, supplied on contract to a power station as a fuel 
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source. The empty houses will then be power washed, disinfected and fumigated ready 

for the arrival of the next crop. House wash down water will be channelled to sealed 

underground tank(s) and subsequently exported from the farm in a sealed tanker lorry 

by licensed contractor. 

1.5 The existing farm is heated by Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), being a relatively clean, 

efficient fuel source.  This will continue to be the case following site expansion. 

1.6 The existing farm is ventilated by a combination of side fans, high velocity roof fans 

and gable end ventilation. The two additional poultry sheds will be primarily ventilated 

by high velocity roof fans, which provides best possible dilution and dispersion of 

residual ammonia emissions, minimising potential for impacts. Gable end fans will be 

used very occasionally, during periods of extreme weather. 

 

1.7 A full Environmental Management System is in place under the existing permit, which 

contains procedures to ensure potential farm emissions to air, land and water are 

controlled and managed, including noise and odour. This has been reviewed and 

updated as part of the proposed revisions to the layout. 

 

1.8 The farm operations will accord with the relevant measures and procedures outlined 

within Environment Agency (EA) intensive farming sector guidance, as applicable and 

the relevant Best Available Techniques (BATs) within the European Union BAT 

conclusions document. 

 

1.9 The above measures are intended to reduce the production and emission of ammonia, 

noise, dust and odours and to prevent liquid wash water escaping to the environment 

in an uncontrolled manner. 

 




