
Environmental Appraisal Report: Toddbrook Reservoir dam - hold
measures

The actions within this appraisal relate to the Project Description 
provided above. Should the scope of work change at any point, stop and 
liaise with the Environment Team to determine possible impacts before 

proceeding.
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Project
Title:

Toddbrook Reservoir dam - hold measures

Project
Description:

This Env App covers what activities have happened and are planned in the short term (i.e. weeks) following 
the emergency works to make the dam safe. This does not cover what happened during the emergency works. 
It does also not cover the medium to long term (months/years) as the details of future works are yet to be 
decided. - fish rescue planned for around 6 weeks time; - 11 pumps in place to manage water levels, water 
discharged into Todd Brook below spillway; - inlet weir at the head of the reservoir dammed off and main 
flows going down the bypass channel; - maintenance of the bypass channel, inc veg removal and silt removal; -
concrete 'crump' weir in bypass channel adjacent to sailing club to be broken out; - silt and debris in bypass 
channel adjacent to sailing club to be removed to improve flow and capacity; Modelling for levels is ongoing. 
When that has been done discussions with the EA will be undertaken and the future water management of the 
reservoir decided. Also investigations are underway which will inform future plans and works. 

Project
Status:

Validated

Date
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21/11/2019 11:02:38

Location: Whaley Bridge

Project
Manager:

Rob Jowitt

Env. Team 
Lead:

Becki Anderson (Tel: Unknown)

Env.
Scientist:

Karen Jackson (Tel: Unknown)

Ecologist: Tom King (Tel: Unknown)

Heritage
Advisor:

Judy Jones (Tel: Unknown)

Built Heritage

# Question Action Required Check

1

Will the proposed project/activity involve 
repairing, altering or carrying work out to, 
or in proximity to any historic structure or 
historic surfacing?

No formal heritage consents are required. Refer to CRT Approved 
Process: Heritage Works, those carrying out works need to heritage 
aware / competent and the requirements of the Process must be 
met PPA to include Heritage Advisor assessment of quality of 
heritage works 

2
Will the proposed project/activity affect a 
site or features of archaeological 
importance?

Refer to CRT Approved Standard: Heritage Management and CRT 
Heritage Advisor. If anything of note is recovered, please speak to 
Heritage Advisor at the earlies opportunity.

Biodiversity

# Question Action Required Check

Will the proposed project/activity be 
carried out within, or within 1km of, 
the boundaries of a statutory wildlife 

Consult with CRT Ecologist as soon as possible during the planning of 
works. Works must contribute to maintaining or attaining Favourable 
Condition for the site and all personnel made fully aware of the site 
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3

site (e.g. Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), Special Protection 
Area (SPA) or a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC)?

designations. ECOLOGIST: confirm here details of relevent SMS activities 
and conditions, or indicate need for consultation or consent with 
responsibility for action and likely timescales / any problems foreseen. 

4

Will the project/activity affect 
habitats of conservation significance 
e.g. soft banks, rough or wet 
grasslands, woodland and scrub, or 
ponds? 

Develop mitigation plan with CRT Ecologist in advance of works. 

5

Are there any invasive plants or 
animals present on the site of the
project/activity (e.g. Japanese 
Knotweed, Giant Hogweed, 
Himalayan Balsam, Ragwort, Floating 
Pennywort, Swamp Stone Crop, 
Zander, American Crayfish, etc)?

Refer to Ecologist to determine appropriate mitigation. Treatment should 
follow EA best practice and CEH guidance. In all circumstances care must 
be taken not to further distribute animals, vegetative parts, seeds or 
propagules, this may result in alteration to the works, a specific method 
statement being developed with the Environmental Scientist as well as 
the definition of the final disposal route for the vegetative parts and 
contaminated materials.

6
Will works involve clearance/removal 
of, or works adjacent to, vegetation 
(including trees, hedges, shrubs etc.)?

All tree work to be in accordance with the Tree Management Advisory 
Note. Ensure works are planned for outside the bird nesting season (bird 
nesting season is generally 01 March to 01 September). 

7

Will the proposed project/activity 
involve any works to trees or works in 
close proximity to trees (e.g. felling 
or cutting branches; excavation or 
trenching)?

Ensure the tree, including the roots, is protected from the works, refer to 
Volume 4 of the NJUG Guidelines for the planning, installation and 
maintenace of utility apparatus in proximity to trees for best practice. 
Works to trees must be carried out in accordance with the standards 
contained in BS3998: Recommendations for tree works. Ensure that all 
trees are checked for potential bat roosts by a competent person prior to 
conducting any tree works. Refer to Ecologist for information on tree 
felling licence who can make the application and prepare within the 
scope of works compensatory planting schemes.

8
Will the proposed project/activity 
involve the rescue/removal of fish 
and/or the introduction of fish?

As a minimum we would expect that the depth of water in the center of 
the waterway to be maintained at a minimum of 600mm for any work 
which is limited to a 100m section or 1 week period. If the impact 
extends beyond 100m, works are longer than a week or the minimum 
depth can't be maintained then a fish rescue must be carried out. 
Organise electro-fishing by a specialist sub-contractor on lengths to be 
dewatered that are greater than 60m in length. In shorter pounds, 
capture fish with net and by hand and transfer then in a container to be 
released upstream of the dewatered section. Ensure consent is obtained 
from the EA. 

9

Will the proposed project/activity 
cause any ground disturbance or 
compaction (i.e. loss of grass towpath 
or deep rutting of the ground)?

Put in place mitigation such as low ground-bearing plant and equipment 
and/or track mats to protect tree roots from rutting. Reinstate any 
vegetated surfaces which are disturbed by the works. Consult Ecologist 
for advice on seeding specification. 

Water

# Question Action Required Check

10

Will the work be 
carried out in the 
channel of, adjacent to 
or in the flood plain of 
a watercourse or river 
navigation (i.e. not a 
canal)?

The River Goyt is a Main River, but Toddbrook feeder channel is not. 

11

Will the project or 
activity affect the 
aquatic life, water 
quality or the nature of 
the bed / banks of any 
waterbody (e.g. canal, 
river, stream, feeder, 
pond, lake, reservoir, 
groundwater, tidal 
water)? 

CONTRACTOR: We are required to 1) Use soft bank protection techniques where there 
are no significant adverse effects on use or the wider environment (i.e. navigation, 
heritage, safety, engineering, water loss); 2) Consider fish pass or other means to allow 
fish to pass 3) aquatic habitats retained where possible without having adverse effect 
on navigation. 4) Minimise spread of suspended silt, especially to other waterbodies, by 
managing water flows and levels. 5) Minimise impact on bankside habitats e.g. by
protecting the bank during works or reinstating vegetation afterwards. 6) Avoid 
dredgings re-entering waterway - where dredgings are re-used on bank to fill in eroded 
areas, use appropriate bank protection.

Does the proposed
project/activity have 
the potential to cause 

CONTRACTOR: Ensure that solid or waste matter will be prevented from entering 
surface waters: 1) Place sheeting or boarding around works to catch debris and then 
dispose of it properly offsite; 2) direct site drainage / pumped water to settling ponds 
or siltbusters and ensure these are adequate for the flows; 3) install silt curtains or 
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12

materials to enter
waterbodies or be 
washed downstream 
(e.g. suspended solids, 
cut vegetation or soil) ?

straw-bale dams or silt mats to filter solids at outfalls or in-channel (these need 
checking or replacing regularly); 4) install booms to trap floating material in the 
footprint of the works and remove periodically; 5) plant / equipment and materials 
should be secured or located so that it cannot be washed off into surface watercourses 
and reservoirs by rainwater or flooding. 

13

Will the proposed 
project/activity involve 
any temporary or 
permanent discharges 
to a surface waterbody 
or ground water?

The overpumping of water is just to continue the normal flow of water from the 
reservoir or bypass channel, into the River Goyt. Contractor MUST NOT discharge silty 
water plumes into the River Goyt. Pumps should be positioned away from the bed of 
the reservoir to minimise sediment uptake. If possible, filter the water over some 
stone/grassy area before discharging into the River Goyt. When operating the scour 
valve: Before operating the valve the OPERATIVE must visually check the reservoir 
water for any signs of algae / scum / oil or other signs of pollution. Do not open the 
valve if there are indications that the reservoir water could be polluted. Refer to Trust 
PM. When operating the valve the OPERATIVE must ensure that the discharge does not 
lead to the release of a plume of suspended solids. Open the valve gradually and 
undertake visual checks in the river to ensure no impact. Stop the discharge if a 
significant amount of suspended solids are being released and refer to Trust PM. Before 
operating the valve assess whether the discharge will impact on the downstream flow, 
creating environmental and/or safety risks. The discharge must not cause erosion in 
the river or flooding. Ensure the rate and volume of the discharge is controlled to
prevent harm. Ensure that when operating the valve fish are not displaced from the 
reservoir into the river, where they can become stranded. This should not occur as 
there is a fish screen in place and water passing via the by-wash channel. However if 
there are any signs of fish in distress / dead fish the discharge must stop and refer to 
Trust PM.

14

Will the proposed
project/activity require 
a section of the canal , 
reservoir or other 
water body to be 
dewatered or drawn 
down?

CONTRACTOR: 1) WHEN PLANNING WORKS - minimise length affected and duration and 
notify any abstractors or downstream water users who may be affected; also refer to 
Biodiversity questions as changing water levels may affect designated sites or
protected species. 2) DETERMINE IF FISH RESCUE IS REQUIRED For short draw-down 
periods, maintain a minimum flow and a depth of water in centre of canal of at least 
600mm - otherwise carry out fish rescue. For prolonged draw-downs, or in the summer, 
we should always carry out fish rescue (if in doubt, or for advice on carrying out fish 
rescues - contact Fisheries Management team - Paul Breslin). 3) WHEN DEWATERING -
SITE TEAM to ensure rate of over-pumping/discharge of water will not cause flooding or 
scour and the re-suspensions of sediments; screen inlet to prevent fish being drawn 
through pump and ensure sediment not transferred with water. Transfer water 
downstream in canal as far as possible to avoid losing water. 

Waste

# Question Action Required Check

15
Will waste or unwanted material 
be produced as a result of the 
work?

CONTRACTOR: Always aim to avoid waste when you are planning the activity 
or the materials you will use, but where you do end up with surplus or waste 
materials, then consider re-using or recycling them. 

16

Will the proposed 
project/activity involve the 
production or disposal of 
hazardous waste ?

If any silt is to be removed, this must be sampled and analysed prior to works.

17
Will the project/activity require 
waste to be stored temporarily 
on site?

CONTRACTOR: Store all wastes safely and securely to prevent their escape. 
Store waste away from drains and watercourses and ensure that spillages can 
be contained. Do not overfill skips/containers and cover them to prevent dust 
or waste being blown out. Store liquid wastes securely in bunded compounds. 
Do not discharge waste liquids into drains or watercourses. 

18

Will a contractor be used to 
transport and/or dispose of the 
waste produced by the proposed 
project/activity?

CONTRACTOR: Ensure anyone carrying waste is registered with the 
Environment Agency as a licenced waste carrier. Waste must be taken to a 
site which is licenced (permitted) to accept the waste or is exempt from 
permitting. A waste transfer note must be raised to accompany the transfer 
of waste and must be signed by the waste producer.

19
Have the dredgings been
sampled and analysed?

Weir de-silting, agreed with Karen. Contractor will need to sort out the
analysis. 

Hazardous materials use and storage

# Question Action Required Check

Will the proposed 
project/activity involve CONTRACTOR: Review MSDS sheets for range of products available and select 

Page 3 of 5EA Action Report

18/05/2020about:blank



20

storing, handling or using 
hazardous substances (COSHH) 
on site (e.g. paint, oil, fuel, 
herbicide etc.)?

substance that is least harmful to human health and environment. Store and use 
hazardous substances in accordance with the instructions on the product label 
and COSHH assessments. Store hazardous substances safely and securely. 

21

Will the proposed 
project/activity involve
storing, handling or using fuel 
on site?

CONTRACTOR: Tanks, bowsers and drums > 200ltrs must be clearly labelled and 
stored securely within a bund with a capacity not less than 110% of the 
container capacity or 25% of the total capacity of a group of containers, 
whichever is the greater. Keep all hoses and pipework within bunded areas 
after use. Supervise fuel / oil deliveries. 

22

Will the proposed 
project/activity require the 
use of equipment containing
oil?

CONTRACTOR: All plant and equipment should use environmentally acceptable 
lubricants and hydraulic fluids. These should comply with OECD 201, 202 & 203 
standards for Toxicity, OECD 301B standard for Biodegradability. Use drip trays 
under static plant e.g. diesel pumps, and during re-fuelling mobile plant. Refuel 
vehicles, plant & equipment in a designated area away from drains & 
watercourses. Provide suitable spill kits and absorbent materials on site. In the 
event of a spillage, contain the spilled substance & inform the Environment 
Agency.

Contamination

# Question Action Required Check

23

Will the project/activity 
involve disturbance of the 
ground or silt in a
watercourse?

see follow on question

24

Did the land have a
previous industrial use 
which may have 
contaminated it?

CONTRACTOR: Potentially contaminated material can be discovered where it is not 
expected. Remain observant during excavation operations. Look out for differences 
in colour, odour, texture and the presence of buried drums, tanks, pipework and 
other non-natural materials such as refuse. If you discover unexpected signs of
contamination stop work and inform C&RT Supervisor who will contact C&RT 
Environmental Scientist. 

Resource use and procurement (inc energy)

# Question Action Required Check

25
Will the proposed project/activity involve the 
use or installation of gas, electrical or oil 
powered equipment or appliances?

PROJECT MANAGER: Identify measures to reduce energy 
consumption throughout all stages of project or activity. Use
energy-efficient equipment and appliances. Consider use of 
renewable energy supplies. 

26
Are any products/materials required to 
complete the proposed project/activity?

PROJECT MANAGER: Consider using reclaimed materials such as 
paint, coping stone and soil/stone which are being stored in 
C&RT yards before buying more

27
Will aggregates be required to complete the 
proposed project/activity?

PROJECT MANAGER: Minimise use of aggregates and source 
secondary aggregates wherever possible. 

28
Will timber or timber products be required to
complete the proposed project/activity?

PROJECT MANAGER: All timber and timber products procured 
directly by C&RTor via contractors must be 100% FSC certified. 
Check your order to ensure this is the case.

Nuisance

# Question Action Required Check

29

Will the proposed 
project/activity 
generate odours, 
smoke, or dust ?

CONTRACTOR: Ensure waste/materials are managed to minimise the generation of 
odours. Ensure dust levels are controlled by sweeping or dowsing surfaces. 

30
Will the proposed 
project/activity 
generate noise?

CONTRACTOR: Identify and implement measures to reduce noise. Consider design and 
layout of construction sites. Consider use of screens, silencers and 'quiet plant'.
Undertake works during normal working hours. Consider monitoring noise levels. 

Will the proposed
project/activity 
involve the 

CONTRACTOR: Consider the potential for light pollution (potential for breaching Section 
79(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 'Artificial light emitted from premises so 
as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance'). Additional lighting can also impact upon 
protected species such as bats/otters. TEMPORARY LIGHTING: Care should be taken 
when positioning and aiming lighting equipment. Do not "over" light. This is a major 
cause of obtrusive light and is a waste of energy. Restrict lighting to only the work area 
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Signature:
________________________________________________
Project Manager/Responsible Person: Rob Jowitt 

The responsible person accepts accountability for ensuring that all actions are implemented throughout the project. They must ensure the 
environmental appraisal information is made available to all parties involved, well in advance of the work.

31

installation/use of 
permanent or 
temporary lighting?

that requires it and direct light downwards to minimise the upward spread of light. If 
there is no alternative to up-lighting, then the use of shields may be required to help 
reduce the spread of light to a minimum. Dim or switch off lights when the task is 
finished. PERMANENT LIGHTING: If new lighting is to be installed as part of the 
improvement works, this must be considered in the landscape section of this appraisal.
Refer to C&RT Ecologist. 

Landscape

# Question Action Required Check

32

Will the proposed 
project/activity 
change the landscape 
character of the site ?

Consider the shape, size, orientation and finish of new installations and structures and 
mitigate any significant negative impacts by changing the specification to reduce scale 
or selecting more appropriate materials/colour to reduce visual impact. Where this is 
not possible coinsider screening and landscaping using soft boundary treatments such as 
native trees, hedges and shrubs to create privacy whilst naturally guiding sight lines and 
pedestrian access. Opportunities should be taken to improve the appearance of the 
area. Refer to the advisory note on validating landscape issues and where necessary
notify or seek advice from the urban design team for any significant developments. 

Customers and access

# Question Action Required Check

33
Will the proposed project/activity 
require temporary closure or 
diversion of a Public Right of Way?

The Project Manager/Responsible Person should apply to the Local 
Authority Highways department for advance consent for a diversion or 
closure. 

34
Will the proposed project/activity 
require a temporary road closure 
or traffic management?

The Project Manager/Responsible Person should apply to the Local Highway 
Authority for advance consent.

35
Will the proposed project/activity 
affect canal or towpath users, 
anglers, neighbours, etc.?

Consult / involve the local Waterway team to make them aware of the 
proposals and the point of contact for the works. Notify/consult relevant 
groups affected by project/activity. If angling clubs will be affected inform 
Fisheries and Angling Manager. 

Environmental Enhancement

# Question Action Required Check

36
Are there opportunities for environmental (including 
heritage) enhancements that could be delivered within 
the scope of the works?

PROJECT MANAGER: Check with Environment and 
Heritage colleagues that there are no opportunities that 
could be practically delivered.
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