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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the 
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with A-Gas (UK) Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services it has 
been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 Introduction 

A-Gas (UK) Limited (A-Gas) has instructed SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) to prepare an Environmental Permit (EP) 
application for the proposed Physical Treatment Facility (PRF) in Bristol under the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended).  

This document provides a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of application including:  

• An explanation of what is being applied for; 

• A summary of the regulated facilities; and 

• A summary of the key technical standards and control measures relating to the site. 

To support this application for an EP, the following documentation is submitted in addition to this NTS: 

• Application Forms (Parts A, B2, B4 and F1) and associated appendices, including a summary of the 
Environmental Management System (EMS), List of Directors and WAMITAB/Certificates of Continuing 
Competence;  

• Associated Drawings;  

• An Environmental Risk Assessment; 

• An Operating Techniques document; and 

• A Site Condition Report. 

1.1 Pre-Application Advice 

The basic pre-application advice service was applied for on 14th March 2019. The advice report confirmed that a 
bespoke application was required and classified the site as a hazardous waste transfer station. A-Gas have an 
existing site at Banyard Road (EPR/BP3390FS/V006) which operates in an identical way to the proposed 
operations at First Avenue. The Banyard Road site is classed as an ‘A16: physical treatment facility’ under the 
previous charging scheme. Therefore, to align the two sites, this application will be for the activity under 1.16.13: 
physical treatment of hazardous waste. 

1.2 The Site 

The site is situated in Portbury which is approximately 9.5km north west of Bristol city centre within a 
predominately industrial/commercial area. The site is bounded by First Avenue to the east which links into the 
A369 further to the south.  The National Grid Reference (NGR) for the site is ST 50190 76479.  

The immediate surrounding land use is predominantly commercial and industrial premises. There are no areas 
of residential properties within 500m of the site’s boundary. The Bristol Channel is located approximately 1.5km 
to the north.  Access to the site will be via First Avenue. The site’s location is illustrated on Drawing 001, the Site 
Location Plan and Site Layout is illustrated on Drawing 1050/09. 

The surrounding land uses and local receptors within 500m are identified on Drawing 003, Environmental Site 
Setting, in addition to the cultural and natural heritage within 1km. 
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 Proposed Activities 

2.1 Process Description 

A-Gas is a major supplier of refrigerants, fire suppressants and foam blowing agents and the products supplied 
include a comprehensive range of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and other 
halogenated refrigerants. These may be in the form of single compounds or mixtures of compounds depending 
on upon the application and the effect required by the customer.  

For a variety of reasons such as servicing, maintenance, decommissioning and quality control, refrigerants are 
periodically extracted from customers’ equipment into portable pressure cylinders, where due to traces of 
recovered oils and moisture from the compression or re-circulating pumps, their removal off site becomes 
necessary. New products supplied by A-Gas replace these, and the ‘spent’ i.e. waste materials are then returned 
to the facility for storage and treatment via a proprietary phase extraction system.  This system allows recovered 
oils, water and air to be extracted on a batch wise basis; the regenerated products are subject to A-Gas’ quality 
control assessment (using gas liquid chromatography) prior to being returned to the market place.  

All waste storage and treatment will take place within a building. Waste will be delivered to site in industry 
standard pressurised cylinders, drums and ISO tanks after which it will be circulated through the reclamation 
processing plant, dropping out contaminants from the waste product. Once contaminants have been removed, 
and the purity has been verified by analysis, the waste product ceases to be waste.  

Waste oil generated within normal operations (approximately 2% of initial charge volume) will be decanted into 
appropriate oil disposal vessels prior to being transported off site for high temperature incineration. 

2.2 Specific Waste Management Activities 

The activities that will be carried out at the site as defined under Annex II of the Waste Framework Directive can 
be summarised as follows:  

• R3: Recycling/reclamation of organic substances which are not used as solvents; 

• R13: Storage of waste pending any of the operations numbered R1 to R12 (excluding temporary storage, 
pending collection, on the site where it is produced); 

• D14: Repackaging of waste prior to the waste being submitted to any of the operations numbered D1 to 
D15; and 

• D15: Storage pending any of the operations numbered D1 to D14 (excluding temporary storage, pending 
collection, on the site where the waste is produced). 

2.3 Waste Types and Storage Times 

The site will accept up to 11,500 tonnes per annum (tpa) of waste. No more than 50 tonnes per day of non-
hazardous waste will be treated at the site for disposal. No more than 10 tonnes per day of hazardous waste will 
be treated at the site.  

Up to 500 tonnes of waste refrigerant and 5,000 litres of waste oil (approximately 4 tonnes) will be stored on 
site at any one time.  

Waste refrigerant will be stored for no longer than 1 year prior to disposal and 3 years prior to recovery. Waste 
oil will be stored for no longer than 1 year prior to disposal.  

The proposed waste list is shown in Table 2-1 below. 
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Table 2-1   
Proposed Waste List 

EWC 
Code 

Description 

13 OIL WASTES AND WASTES OF LIQUID FUELS 

13 02 Waste engine, gear and lubricating oils 

13 02 04* mineral-based chlorinated engine, gear and lubricating oils 

13 02 05* mineral-based non-chlorinated engine, gear and lubricating oils 

13 02 06* synthetic engine, gear and lubricating oils 

13 02 07* readily biodegradable engine, gear and lubricating oils 

13 02 08* other engine, gear and lubricating oils 

14 WASTE ORGANIC SOLVENTS, REFRIGERANTS AND PROPELLANTS 

14 06 Waste organic solvents, refrigerants and foam/aerosol propellants 

14 06 01* chlorofluorocarbons, HCFC, HFC 

14 06 02* other halogenated solvents and solvent mixtures 

14 06 03* other solvents and solvent mixtures 

16 WASTES NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED IN THE LIST 

16 01 End-of-life vehicles from different means of transport (including off-road machinery) and wastes 
from dismantling of end-of-life vehicles and vehicle maintenance  

16 01 14* antifreeze fluids containing hazardous substances 

16 01 15 antifreeze fluids other than those mentioned in 16 01 14 

16 02 Waste from electrical and electronic equipment 

16 02 15* hazardous components removed from discarded equipment 

16 05 Gases in pressure containers and discarded chemicals 

16 05 04* gases in pressure containers (including halons) containing hazardous substances 

16 05 05 gases in pressure containers other than those mentioned in 16 05 04 

19 WASTES FROM WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES, OFF-SITE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANTS 
AND THE PREPARATION OF WATER INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUPTION AND WATER FOR 
INDUSTRIAL USE 

19 12 Wastes from the mechanical treatment of waste (for example sorting, crushing, compacting, 
pelletising) not otherwise specified 

19 12 11* other wastes (including mixtures of metals) from mechanical treatment of waste containing 
hazardous substances 
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 Application Contents 

3.1 Application Forms 

Parts A, B2, B4 and F1 of the EA’s EP application forms have been completed in support of this application and 
are enclosed as Section 2. The application forms also require the following additional information, which has 
been included: 

• Appendix A_1: List of Directors 

• Appendix A_2: List of Directors DOB  

• Appendix B2_1: WAMITAB and Certificates of Continuing Technical Competence 

3.1.1 Application Fee 

Under the EA’s Environmental Permitting (England) Charging Scheme 2018, the fee for a bespoke application is 
as follows: 

• Physical Treatment of Hazardous Waste (Table 1.16.13 of the Charging Scheme): £7,930. 

3.2 Environmental Risk Assessment 

The Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) has been produced to assess the environmental risk posed by the 
proposed activities on site.  

Strict operational procedures will be implemented at the site to monitor and manage amenity risks from the 
activities and include provision for the monitoring of scavenging birds, vermin, insects and litter, mud on road, 
odour and noise. The impact of the proposed activities is assessed in the ERA. Potential receptors are illustrated 
on Drawing 003. 

Subject to the implementation of the stated management measures, the conclusion has been reached that the 
proposed activities are unlikely to result in a significant accident risk or risk to the amenity of the local 
environment.  

The ERA (reference 416.05379.00003/ERA) is enclosed as Section 3 of this EP application. 

3.3 Site Condition Report 

A Site Condition Report (SCR) has been prepared as part of this application to establish the baseline 
environmental conditions within the proposed permit boundary. The SCR has been prepared in accordance with 
EA guidance H5 (version 3), April 2013.  

The facility will operate with due regard to the conditions of the EP and all relevant environmental legislation to 
ensure that the site does not pose a significant risk to the surrounding human and natural environment.  

The SCR (reference 416.05379.00003/SCR) is enclosed as Section 4 of this EP Application. 

3.4 Operating Techniques/Working Plan 

The facility will be managed in accordance with an Environmental Management System (EMS) accredited to 
ISO14001, ISO9001 and BS OHSAS 18001. A-Gas were certified through United Registrar of Systems (URS) in April 
2018. 

In addition to this EMS, the Operating Techniques (OT) details the management measures that will be 
implemented on site to minimise the risk of accidents or emissions that could impact workers and local receptors. 
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The OT includes the detailed process description and relevant roles and responsibilities to ensure the safe and 
effective management of the site to keep it in compliance with the EP. 

The document includes the following information:  

• Management; 

• Site operations; 

• Process Controls; 

• Emissions; and 

• Information. 

Operational management procedures will ensure that: 

• The risks that the activities pose to the environment are identified; 

• The measures that are required to minimise the risks are identified; 

• The activities are managed in accordance with the management system and the OT; 

• Performance against the management system is audited at regular intervals; and 

• The EP is complied with. 

The OT is enclosed as Section 5 of this EP application. 

3.5 Drawings 

A suite of drawings has been produced to detail all characteristics of the site relevant to the application and are 
enclosed as Section 6 of this EP application. The full list of drawings produced is as follows: 

• Drawing 001  Site Location Plan 

• Drawing 002 Environmental Permit Boundary 

• Drawing 003  Environmental Site Setting 

• Drawing 004  Detailed Site Layout)  
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 Technical Standards and Control Measures 

The key technical standards laid out in the following documents govern the design and operation of the site: 

• The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended);  

• Developing a management system: environmental permits; 

• Controlling and monitor your emissions for an environmental permit; 

• Sector Guidance Note S5.06: Guidance for the Recovery and Disposal of Hazardous and Non-Hazardous 
Waste; and 

• Relevant EA Guidance e.g. Environmental Risk Assessment’s and Site Condition Reports.  

The control measures relevant to the proposed activities are described in the OT submitted with this application.  

The proposals have been assessed against these standards and are all considered to meet the relevant technical 
standards.    

The overall conclusion is that there is unlikely to be a significant environmental impact as a result of the proposed 
activities on site.  

A-Gas is fully committed to ensuring the highest standards are met and will undertake its activities in a manner 
consistent with best industrial practices and in accordance with the company’s accredited EMS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EUROPEAN OFFICES 
 
 
United Kingdom 

AYLESBURY 
T: +44 (0)1844 337380 
 
BELFAST 
T: +44 (0)28 9073 2493 
 
BRADFORD-ON-AVON 
T: +44 (0)1225 309400 
 
BRISTOL 
T: +44 (0)117 906 4280  
 
CAMBRIDGE 
T: + 44 (0)1223 813805 
 
CARDIFF 
T: +44 (0)29 2049 1010  
 
CHELMSFORD 
T: +44 (0)1245 392170  
 
EDINBURGH 
T: +44 (0)131 335 6830 
 
EXETER 
T: + 44 (0)1392 490152  
 
GLASGOW 
T: +44 (0)141 353 5037  
 
GUILDFORD 
T: +44 (0)1483 889800 

 
 
Ireland 

DUBLIN 
T: + 353 (0)1 296 4667  
 

. 

LEEDS 
T: +44 (0)113 258 0650  
 
LONDON 
T: +44 (0)203 805 6418 
 
MAIDSTONE 
T: +44 (0)1622 609242  
 
MANCHESTER 
T: +44 (0)161 872 7564 
 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
T: +44 (0)191 261 1966  
 
NOTTINGHAM 
T: +44 (0)115 964 7280  
 
SHEFFIELD 
T: +44 (0)114 245 5153 
 
SHREWSBURY 
T: +44 (0)1743 23 9250  
 
STIRLING 
T: +44 (0)1786 239900 
 
WORCESTER 
T: +44 (0)1905 751310  
 
WORCESTER 
T: +44 (0)1905 751310  

 
 
France 

GRENOBLE 
T: +33 (0)6 23 37 14 14 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


