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Introduction

Celsa Manufacturing (UK) Ltd is applying, to the Environment Agency
(EA), to operate a scrap metal yard at Unit 12, Humber Way, Bristol,
BS11 8AE. This document is the non-technical summary that forms
part of the application package.

The proposed waste processing and storage activity meets the
description of an installation defined as a bespoke environmental
permit for a mixed metal recycling activity (recovery activity).

The site will accept will accept a range of ferrous and non-ferrous
metals for on-site processing but no hazardous waste is permitted.
This is an excluded waste category.

The site will process scrap metal using a shearing process (cutting
within an enclosed machine). Supporting activities will include storage
of incoming scrap metal, storage of processed scrap metal, equipment
refuelling from an on-site above ground storage tank (compliant with
The Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001), a
weighbridge, general waste storage area and a maintenance and
welfare building.

The activities will be controlled by a formal environmental
management systems (EMS) that is compliant and certified to
ISO14001:2015.

Figure 1: Site Location - Ordnance Survey Map Extract (1:25,000)
Ordnance Survey 1: 25,000 scale map with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, Crown Copyright Earth and Marine Environmental 
Consultants Ltd, Licence No. 100050755
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Site Photographs

Photograph 1: View south across yard

Figure 2: Location of photographs 
© OpenStreetMap contributors

Photograph 2: View north across yard



Surrounding Environment

The site is located approximately 2-km north of Avonmouth (outer
suburb of Bristol) at National Grid Reference (NGR) ST 52723 80183.
The site is located south of Humber Way. Humber Way is accessed via
Burcott Road, which is located off St Andrews Road in the heart of the
Severnside Industrial Estate.

The following current activities have been identified surrounding the
Site:

• NORTH – Across Humber Way is an empty light industrial unit
which was previously occupied by Aggreko (generators, air
conditioning and industrial heating equipment).

• EAST – Adjacent to the eastern site boundary is Petit Forestier
(refrigerated vehicle hire company) beyond which is an extensive
are of car storage.

• SOUTH – Adjacent to the southern boundary are three disused
reservoirs beyond which is a Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency
building.

• WEST – Adjacent to the western boundary of the site is Imex
Trucks (truck parts specialist), Ainscough Cranes (crane hire),
Summit Platforms (powered access rental company) and A-Plant
PSS Plant Hire (plant, tool and equipment hire).

Surface waters – The site is located within 860 metres of the Severn
Estuary. The available mapping outlines three disused reservoirs to
the east of the site and a series of part culverted surface water
features (drains) to the west and northwest.

Groundwater – The superficial deposits (tidal flat deposits) are not
classified as an aquifer. The bed rock (Mercia Mudstone Group) is
classified as a secondary B aquifer.

Flood Risk – According to the EA flood mapping for planning the site is
within Flood Zone 2 (i.e. land having between a 1 in 100 and 1 in
1,000 annual probability of river flooding; or land having between a 1
in 200 and 1 in 1,000 annual probability of sea flooding). The site is at
low risk of flooding from rivers or the sea. The risk of surface water
flooding ranges from very low to high (southern edge of the site).

Residential Areas – The closest residential properties are located in
the village of Hallen 1.9 km east of the site.

Historic buildings, listed buildings and archaeological sites –
According to Magic website there are no scheduled ancient
monuments, World heritage sites or listed buildings on-site or within
250 metres. The closest schedule monuments are “The Mere Bank
and flanking ditches” (Reference 1020664) 290 metres south and a
“Heavy Anti-aircraft battery” (Reference 1021291) 620 metres north.

Conservation and habitats protected areas and areas of scientific
interest – The site is within 900 metres of the Severn Estuary which is
designated a Ramsar Site, Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special
Protection Area (SPA) and a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

There are no National Nature Reserves (NNRs) within 2-km of the site.
The closest Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is Lawrence Western Moor
located 1.9-km east of the site adjacent to the M5 motorway. The
Avonmouth Sewage Works and Hoar Gout non-statutory Sites of
Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) is located adjacent to the
southern boundary of the site.



Emissions to Air, Water and Land

Emissions to Air
There will be no point source emissions to air from the activities.
Fugitive emissions will occur due to the use of diesel vehicles, plant
and the handling and shearing of scrap metal. Particulates (dust) could
be emitted to atmosphere during the unloading and loading of scrap
metal within vehicles and the loading and unloading of the box shear
although the levels are expected to be low (insignificant).

Emissions to Surface Water
The operational parts of the site are composed of good quality
engineered hardstanding that is suitable for the storage, handling and
treatment of scrap metal. Rainfall that falls on to the ground will be
directed to a Class 1 full retention separator prior to discharge into
the trading estates foul water system (as approved by Wessex Water).
The separator will remove and store both particulate (silt) and oil and
will be subject to regular inspection and maintenance. A full retention
separator treats all water passing through it i.e. there is no by-pass
facility. The release rate (to sewer) will be managed through the use
of a modular cell attenuation system (as approved by Wessex Water).

Emissions to Sewer
There are no trade effluent point source emissions to foul sewer.
Domestic sewerage, from the on-site facilities (welfare facilities) will
be discharged to sewer.

Emissions to Groundwater
There will be no emissions to groundwater either directly or indirectly.

Odour
Based upon the nature of the proposed operations, the wastes being
stored, handled and treated (only scrap metal not general waste) and
their location (in relation to sensitive receptors) no significant odour
issues are anticipated.

Noise and Vibration
The site is located centrally within the Severnside Trading estate
accessed via Burcott Road, which is located off St Andrew’s Road.
Junction 18 of the M5 is the nearest junction and is approximately 2.5
miles to the south, which in turn provides access to the South
West/South Wales.

The site is surrounded by industrial and commercial operations. The
are no residential receptors within 1-km of the site. Based upon the
nature of the proposed operations and their location (in relation to
sensitive receptors) no significant noise or vibration issues are
anticipated (i.e. the installation represents a very low risk)

Figure 3: Full retention separator
https://www.spelproducts.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/06235_separator_pages_7.pdf



Environmental Risk Assessment Summary

This section provides a tabulated overview of the key environmental
risks associated with the site.

Table 1: Environmental Risk Assessment Summary

The overall environmental impact of the proposed development is
considered to be beneficial given the economic and jobs boost it will
provide. The majority of the potentially negative environmental
impacts can be removed through the application of suitable and
sufficient engineering and management controls.

Environmental Attribute Risk (before mitigation) Risk (after mitigation)

Releases of particulate matter (dusts) during handling and processing. Medium Low

Release of litter Medium Very Low

Waste, litter and mud on local roads. Medium Low

Odour Low Very Low

Noise and vibration Medium Low

Scavenging animals and scavenging birds + pests Low Very Low

Flooding of site Low Low

All on-site (safety) hazards: wastes; machinery and vehicles. Medium Low

Arson and / or vandalism causing the release of polluting materials to air (smoke or fumes), water or land. Medium Low

Spillage of liquids, leachate from waste, contaminated rainwater run-off from waste e.g. containing 
suspended solids.

Medium Low

Contaminated waters used for recreational purposes Medium Low

All sources – leading to harm to protected site through toxic contamination, nutrient enrichment, 
smothering, disturbance, predation etc.

Low Very Low

Serious Fire Medium Low
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