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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 This report has been produced by TerraConsult Limited (TCL) on behalf of Booth Ventures 
Limited in support of a bespoke permit application for a waste recovery activity at Horwich 
Moor Farm (the Site). The restoration scheme proposes use of imported material for the 
agricultural improvement of the Site. The Site will be suitable for a range of agricultural end 
uses including agricultural grassland and forestry 

1.1.2 The Site does not meet the location criteria for Standard Rules SR2015 No.39 Use of waste 
in a deposit for recovery operation therefore the activity requires a bespoke permit 
application. The following sections and appended documentation address the relevant 
questions in environmental permit application forms A, B2, B4 and F1 attached in Appendix 
A. 

1.2 Non-Technical Summary  

1.2.1 The Operator proposes to import soil forming materials and suitable selective wastes at the 
site to facilitate the reclamation, restoration and improvement of the land to allow a future 
use for productive agriculture and forestry.  

1.2.2 The planning permission (Ref: 00176/17) allows for the importation of sub soils and inert 
materials to a depth of 1.0 m across the site. The required volume of soils for the 
agricultural improvement is understood to be 35,000 m3, based on 1 m depth over an 
approximate area of 3.5 hectares. It is proposed that site conditions are improved to allow 
productive tree and grass growth as the Operator proposes to establish a forestry 
enterprise at the site for the purpose of growing Christmas Trees.  

1.2.3 A Waste Recovery Plan (WRP) (version 5, dated March 2018) including Appendixes 1 to 8, 
10 and 11 were approved by the Environment Agency (Agency) on 24th April 2018. The 
WRP and confirmation letter are attached as Appendix B. The approval letter excluded 
approval of Appendix 9 which contained draft waste acceptance procedures (WAP) which 
were understood to be finalised on submission and determination of any future permit 
application.  

1.2.4 A bespoke waste recovery environmental permit application was submitted to the Agency 
on 7th August 2018 by Ms Tracy Miller for the improvement of the land for agricultural 
benefit via the importation of soils. The application was refused because the applicant (Ms 
Miller) was considered to not have control of the regulated facility and would not ensure 
compliance with any conditions should the permit have been issued. The Agency 
considered the Operator would have been Ms Miller’s son, David Boardman, who leased 
the land in question from Ms Miller. The unsuitability of Mr Boardman was identified through 
recorded non-compliances and environmental offences between 2008 and 2019. 

1.2.5 This proposed bespoke permit application will be applied for by Booth Ventures Limited (the 
Operator), who will have full operational controls over the Site.  

 




