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1.1 Solent Industrial Estate (SIE) was historically a quarry that has evolved over decades into an 

industrial development, with a range of activities and industries, but with a focus on 

aggregate related products. Mineral processing has been part of SIE throughout its 

existence. Aggregates have been brought to SIE from satellite sources in the area for 

processing before distribution into Hampshire and surrounding counties to meet the need 

for aggregates in building and infrastructure projects. 

1.2 The aggregate processing operation is primarily a washing plant that screens, washes and 

separates materials into different sizes of products, with associated stockpiles of pre and 

post processing materials and silt storage. This Permit application is being made to allow the 

facility to also process suitable inert waste through the washing plant to create recycled 

aggregates.  

1.3 Incoming materials are directed to a stockpiling area on arrival at site. The processing of the 

material in the washing plant is the same process as already established for primary and 

recycled materials processing. It is placed into the washing plant, via a screen that forms the 

first stage of the materials being processed. The washing operation works on a closed circuit 

with the water being recirculated as far as possible.  Two silt presses are part of the design 

of the washing plant to minimise the water leaving the process when the silt is removed.  

1.4 The schematic layout below is illustrative only  
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1.5 After washing the materials are screened, with the various size factions created and 

conveyed to temporary stockpiles adjacent to the wash plant. The materials are either 

loaded directly into lorries from these stockpiles, or moved to other areas within SIE. The 

majority of materials are sold as bulked aggregates, but they also go to the bagging operation 

and into the concrete plant.    

1.6 The washing of primary aggregates and the washing of inert waste to create recycled 

aggregates will take place on rotation. The expected regime is three weeks of one before 

three weeks of the other, but flexibility will be maintained to meet changing markets.   

1.7 SIE has traditionally also accepted small amounts of materials from local builders who drop 

it off when they arrive to collected primary or recycled aggregates. This will continue.  The 

site has also used a crusher on an occasional campaign basis, for around two weeks at a time, 

a couple of time per year to break down any over-size elements set to one side during normal 

operations. This will also continue. 

 
 


