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This Permit sought for the restoration of a sand & gravel quarry (Hurn Quarry Western Extension) being 

restored to a predominantly agricultural after use through recovery, using imported inert waste.  

Planning Permission was granted in August 2018 for mineral extraction, but with the depth of the 

extraction constrained to 1m above groundwater levels. This significantly impacted the amount of mineral 

sterilised by the proposed restoration using imported material, but the operator was going to proceed on 

the basis approved and therefore submitted a waste recovery plan to the EA for the reduced operation 

to be approved as a recovery operation. That WRP was approved by the EA. (approved on 20th Nov 2018). 

The site has to be restored back to “dry” ground as it is adjacent to Bournemouth Airport and there can 

be no increased risk of bird strike. 

In the interim period NMS and the landowner agreed that the sand and gravel constrained by the planning 

condition should not be sterilised and have subsequently submitted an application in January 2020 to 

remove the restrictive condition and gain planning consent to remove that mineral. A second Waste 

Recovery Plan was submitted to the EA to address this change and this was also approved (approval letter 

included with the application) 

This application is for a bespoke Environmental Permit for that recovery operation of quarry restoration.  

Whilst the planning application is still undetermined this is not a bar to the Permit being issued. If for any 

reason the LPA refuse to allow the Quarry to work the sterilised mineral the Permit conditions will not be 

impacted. The same management measures, monitoring etc will occur regardless of the depth of the 

quarry restoration. The HRA which is seen as the only impacted element of the assessments of risk 

presented with this Permit application has adequately addressed both scenarios. If the application were 

to be refused then only the first WRP approved in Nov 2018 would be relied upon.  The depth of 

restoration has no significant impact on the restoration that has been designed to meet bird hazards 

concerns.  

It has been estimated that a total of 690,667 tonnes of imported material will be required to restore the 

Western Extension following the extraction of the above and sub-groundwater mineral. Based on the rate 

of importation of 70,000 to 140,000 tonnes per annum, the restoration will take 5-10 years.  Should the 

current planning consent not be granted, 564,000 tonnes are estimated to be required to complete the 

approved restoration. The tonnages specified are subject to fluctuation as they are estimates based on 

expectations of the amount of mineral based on borehole results and the mineral dig may yield slightly 

different volumes. 
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Quarrying in the extension area commenced in June 2019. Following cessation of sand and gravel 

extraction, the site will be restored progressively, following the working of each phase of the quarry. 

When planning was sought for the Western Extension, a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was 

carried out which considered all sensitive receptors (including human and environmental) and the 

likelihood of there being any significant impact on those receptors from both the mineral extraction and 

the restoration operation. The EIA also considered mitigation and monitoring of those sensitive receptors 

where it was deemed necessary to make the development acceptable through planning conditions.  The 

application to work the sterilised mineral in the quarry has also been subject to the EIA process.  

The ERA and the conclusions that it draws is informed by this assessment of all potential impacts arising 

from the proposed development. Where the EIA assessment process indicated that specific management 

measures were needed and they are relative to the restoration using imported wastes, then they have 

been referenced in this Permit application as they form part of the wider Environmental Management 

System of the site.  

Where the planning assessment process indicated that specific measures were needed and they are 

relative to the restoration or recycling then those measures form part of the wider Environmental 

Management Systems of the site.  

 

 

 


