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The Endless Energy Facility 

Our role in Environmental Permitting - Application EPR/ZP3537AT           8 June 2020 

Our role is to protect and improve 
the environment so that everyone 
can enjoy the benefits of a clean, 
safe and healthy place to live. 

We are responsible for granting or 
refusing environmental permits and 
regulating sites that deal with waste.  
We will not permit any operation we 
know will cause harm to the 
environment or people's health.  

This briefing gives information about 
our role within the permitting 
process and the progress we have 
made so far with the application 
made for the Endless Energy facility.  

The Application: 

The application contains a description of: the 
installation; the materials, substances and energy 
it will use and generate; the conditions of its site; 
the source, nature and quantity of foreseeable 
emissions and their effects on the environment; 
and the proposed techniques for preventing, 
reducing and monitoring its emissions and 
preventing and recovering waste. 

Application Update: 

We have now finalised our detailed assessment of 
the application to allow us to make a draft decision 
on whether we will issue a permit or not. This has 
included consideration of all the responses from 
the consultation that we held between 1 November 
2018 and 13 December 2018. We also requested 
further information from the applicant on several 
issues to make sure that the determination was 
thorough and covered all relevant areas.  

Our decision is that the application and additional 
information has provided sufficient information for 
us to determine that the plant will not cause harm 
to the environment or people's health. We are 
therefore 'minded to' issue a permit.  

Consultation on our 'minded to' 
decision: 

Before we make a final decision about whether to 
issue a permit, we are opening a further 
consultation on our minded to decision. This 
consultation gives you the opportunity to examine 
and make comments on our decision document 
and on the conditions we are minded to include in 
the draft permit.  
 
The decision document explains our decision 
making process, how we have assessed Endless 
Energy's application and the factors that we have 
taken into account. It also explains our reasons for 
proposing the conditions we are minded to include 
in the draft permit.  
 
The consultation also gives you a final opportunity 
to provide any robust technical evidence which 
could change our decision. We will then consider 
the comments received before making our final 
decision. We will record how they have been 
addressed within our decision document. 
 
You will be able to view the draft permit and 
decision document from 3pm today at: 
https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/psc/bd21-4lw-endless-energy-
limited-epr-zp3537at 
 
The consultation runs until midnight on 21 July 
2020 and details on how to comment are given on 
the following page. 
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Key Issues: 

There were many issues raised by the public and 
other consultees during our previous consultation 
on the Application. We have captured and 
addressed these within our decision document. 
The decision document is long and detailed and so 
we have summarised a few of the most frequently 
raised issues with details of where to find 
information on them in our decision document: 

Concern that not all sensitive receptors such 
as schools, care homes, parks and residential 
housing have been considered.  

Section 5 of our decision document looks at the 
impacts of the proposed facility on all sensitive 
receptors. The Applicant has modelled the 
maximum concentrations of emissions that can be 
seen at any location.  We are satisfied that these 
worst case concentrations will not have a 
significant impact on people's health or the 
environment at any location.  

Concern over air emissions and the impact on 
health especially as the facility would be 
located in a valley. 

We examined the effect of the valley and local 
weather conditions when we audited the 
Applicant’s modelling. Our conclusion was that the 
Applicant’s modelling represented a reasonable 
worst case and were satisfied that emissions from 
the facility will not cause a significant impact on air 
quality or people's health when taking into account 
local weather conditions and the location in the 
valley. Further detail can be found in Sections 
5.2.4 and 5.3 of the decision document. 
 
Concern over noise 
 
We audited the Applicant’s noise assessment and 
required additional information including updated 
background monitoring. The Applicant’s conclusion 
is that the risk of off-site impact is low and we are 
satisfied that the noise assessment was carried out 
appropriately and that noise will be adequately 
controlled. Further detail can be found in Section 
6.5.5 of the decision document.   
 
Concern over the type of waste that will be 
burnt 
 
The Permit will list the types of waste that can be 
burned and will require the Operator to put 
procedures in place to ensure that these are the 
only wastes received and burned. The permit will 

also set limits on the composition of the emissions 
released to air from the burning process. 
 
We are satisfied that the listed wastes are suitable 
for burning at the Installation and that the operating 
techniques will enable the emission limits to be 
met. The emission limits apply whatever 
combination of the authorised wastes is being 
burned. Further details can be found in Section 
4.3.6 of the decision document. 
 
The effect of facilities of this kind on waste 
recycling is outside the scope of our determination 
of this application. Recycling initiatives are a 
matter for the local authority. The Permit will not 
allow wastes that have been separately collected 
for recycling to be burned, unless they are 
subsequently found to be unsuitable for recovery 
by recycling. Our inspections of the facility will 
include checks to make sure that this, and all other 
conditions, are adhered to. 

Consultation and how you can 
comment: 

You can respond to the consultation electronically 
or by post although we would encourage all who 
can to respond electronically. This will facilitate the 
consultation during the Covid-19 restrictions. For 
postal responses, envelopes must be marked 
'Endless Energy Consultation'.  
 
We have also extended the consultation period 
from 4 weeks to 6 weeks. The consultation period 
will start today and conclude on 21 July 2020.  

Making comments: 

You are able to make comments until 21 July 2020 
using one of the three following methods: 
  
- Via this website at: https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/psc/bd21-4lw-endless-energy-
limited-epr-zp3537at 
- By email to: pscpublicresponse@environment-
agency.gov.uk 
- By letter to: Environment Agency, Permitting and 
Support Centre, Land Team, Quadrant 2, 99 
Parkway Avenue, Sheffield, S9 4WF. (Please mark 
envelope ' Endless Energy Consultation'. 

If you would like further information on the 
determination of this permit application, please 
contact our National Customer Contact Centre 
on 03708 506 506. 
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