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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the manpower, timescales and 
resources devoted to it by agreement with Amber Foods Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been appointed by the 
Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 Introduction 

1.1 Appointment 

SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) was commissioned by 2 Sisters Food Group (AFL) to complete a Site Condition 
Report (SCR) for their Site B premises located at Units 1, 2 & 3, Howard Street, Hilltop, West Bromwich, B70 0SU 
(the site). The location of the site is shown on Drawing 001. 

1.2 Objectives 

The objective of this SCR was to review and summarise the available relevant environmental information relating 
to the site and assess the likely underlying soil and groundwater quality in order to support the application for 
an Environmental Permit at the site. This information was then used to develop a conceptual model of potential 
risks to human and environmental receptors and establish if there is evidence of significant subsurface 
contamination impacts from past and present activities on and adjacent to the site. 

A full intrusive site investigation to assess the soil and groundwater quality has not been undertaken. The site 
comprises predominantly a concreted processing building and there are no discharge points to the environment 
(air, surface water or land).  The chemicals at the site comprise cleaning products and chemicals utilised in food 
preparation. The operator is not aware of any pollution incidents having occurred on or in the immediate vicinity 
of the site. As such, a full intrusive site investigation was not considered necessary.  

It is understood that the site is to continue operating as a food manufacturing facility and this assessment is 
reported in that context, i.e., whether the site is considered to present potentially unacceptable risks to human 
health and environmental receptors during continued use as a food manufacturing facility and commercial 
premises. 

The structure of this SCR generally follows the layout defined by the H5 SCR template v.2.0 (dated August 2008), 
in accordance with the Environment Agency (EA) guidelines.   

1.3 Scope of Work 

The scope of work for this SCR included: 

• Undertaking a desk-based assessment of the environmental setting and historic development of the site; 

• Commissioning a search of environmental data records; and 

• Completing an environmental site condition report (this report). 

1.4 Data Sources 

The report has been produced following consultation with the sources of information summarised in Table 1. 
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Table 1 - Information Sources 

Information Type Source 

General topography and site setting Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping, accessed via Magic online mapping: 
https://www.magic.gov.uk 

Site and background information 
(refer Appendix 01). 

 

Groundsure Ltd Historical Ordnance Survey Map Extracts GS-
7960643 16th June 2021.   
 
Groundsure Ltd Enviro & Geo Insight Report, GS-7960644 16th June 
2021.   

Geology and hydrogeology British Geological Survey (BGS) website 

www.bgs.ac.uk.  

Available previous environmental 
assessment reports 

The site has no evidence of past investigations undertaken at the site 
and no previous environmental reports have been made available to 
SLR. 

 

  

https://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/
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 Site Details 

The site details are presented in Table 2 below summarises the key site details based on information provided 
by AFL and a site walkover completed by SLR Consulting in December 2019.   

Table 2 - Site Details  

Detail Description 

Applicant Name Amber Foods Limited 

SCR Reference 410.07469.00003_SCR 

Activity Address Amber Foods Site B premises located at Units 1, 2 & 3, Howard Street, Hilltop, West 
Bromwich, B70 0SU. 

National Grid 
Reference (NGR) 

NGR 398687 293466 identifies the approximate location of the site (see Drawing 01). 

Surrounding Land Use North: A roadway (Howard Street) is located directly north of the site with a yard 
comprising parking and waste storage (a skip) just beyond. Commercial / industrial 
properties associated with the Joseph and Siddons Factory Estate are located 
approximately 15 m north. A railway line is located approximately 250 m northeast 
of the site. The Tame Valley Canal is located approximately 325 m north. 

East: Commercial and industrial properties surround Howard Street. The railway is 
located approximately 300 m east and residential properties approximately 375 m 
east.  

South: Immediately south is ‘Layler’ that comprises a portacabin and storage of 
equipment with Harvills Hawthorn Road beyond. Residential properties are located 
approximately 50 m south of the site. Harvills Hawthorn Primary School lies 
approximately 330 m south of the site.  

West: Immediately west are adjoining industrial units 4-7 occupied by Muscle Foods 
with a storage yard beyond. The wider area comprises commercial and industrial 
properties. The River Tame is located approximately 600 m west of the site.  

 

The site location is indicated on Drawing 001, 003 and the site layout is presented on Drawing 004, and these 
plans also show: 

• The area covered by the SCR. 

• The location and nature of the activities and facilities on the site. 

• Locations of receptors, sources of emissions/releases, and monitoring points where present. 

2.1 Site Description 

The site processes whole poultry carcasses delivered to site from other 2 Sisters Food Group premises and 
processes these into smaller portions. The site utilises mains electricity to power all on site activities and has a 
discharge consent with the local sewerage undertaker for all process effluents. The only emissions to the 
environment are clean and uncontaminated surface water.  
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Whole poultry carcasses arrive at site by refrigerated road transport in palletised trays. The loaded trays are 
sorted in the Intake Room, the contents checked and then moved to the Cutting Room by manual pallet truck. 

The output from each production line is frozen in blast freezers before being stored ready for despatch in a 
holding freezer. Refrigerated road transport is used to transport the frozen products to customer premises. The 
site has the capacity to process approximately 445 tonnes per day. Due to variances in the product mix and actual 
product demand the site  processed approximately 70 tonnes per day in 2020. 

The site is located on the Howard Street Industrial Estate, approximately 300m east of Golds Green in West 
Bromwich. Wednesbury is located approximately 1.8km to the north and Tipton is approximately 3.2 km to the 
south west. The total area of the site is approximately 0.64 Ha. 

2.2 Site Features 

The site forms part of a larger building complex, utilising the first 3 units of the overall building totalling 7 units. 
Drawing 003 presents a site layout plan.   

The site comprises the following within the 3 units of the main site building: 

• Cutting room. The Cutting room houses the following production lines: 

o Line 1: Cutting and sorting of chicken pieces. 

o Line 2: Deboning of chicken thighs. 

o Line 3: Sorting of chicken products. 

o Cone Line: Cutting of whole chicken carcasses into pieces. 

o 3MM Line: Minced chicken processing. 

o Meat Mix Line: Sorting and cutting. 

o A Tumbler is used to apply marinades to raw poultry portions from the Cutting Room. 

• Refrigeration within the building comprises: 

o WIP chiller: Organising and temporary storage of products from the Cutting Room. 

o Blast Freezers: Two units used to blast freeze minced meat from the 3MM line in the Cutting 
Room. 

o 2 x Spiral freezers: Used to freeze products from the Tumbler and used to freeze all other chicken 
portions from the Cutting Room. 

o Dawsons Holding Freezer: Used to store all final products before dispatch. 

• The remaining areas within the building include packing and bagging areas; a tray wash area; offices; the 
control room; dispatch; a bin room and boiler room.  

The following was observed within the yard area to the east of the building: 

• Chemical store.  

• Hardstanding cover.  

• An unused historical chimney reported to have listed status.  

2.3 Drainage 

Any process water is discharged to foul sewer (discharge point S1 – refer Drawing 003) along the southern site 
boundary under an agreement with the sewerage undertaker.  
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Surface drainage at the site comprises slotted gullies and pots, and roof drainage that transport clean and 
uncontaminated rainwater  from roofs and clean uncontaminated impermeable surfaced exterior areas of the 
site. 

2.4 Waste Facilities 

Waste poultry carcasses are boxed up and transported to be utilised as ‘product’ within the petfood industry. It 
is understood that waste oil is stored within Unit 3 and is not yet stored on a palletised bund. This waste oil tank 
is stored with secondary containment. General waste, plastic waste and wood waste are stored in the yard prior 
to being transported off site.  

2.5 Asbestos Surveys 

An asbestos survey was undertaken in January 2021. Asbestos was identified in a pipe located above the fire 
escape in unit 2. It was noted that this asbestos had not been disturbed. The asbestos was subsequently 
removed, and site have the documentation to demonstrate this. It is understood that no further asbestos was 
located at the site.  

2.6 Emissions  

Point Source and Fugitive Emissions to Atmosphere 

The site relies on electricity from the national grid to power all activities and does not undertake any cooking 
activities. Therefore, there are no point source or fugitive emissions to atmosphere. 

Point Source and Fugitive Emissions to Water 

Groundwater 

There are no point source emissions to groundwater. The site benefits from impermeable surfacing inside the 
buildings with a sealed drainage system. 

The containment measures in place at the site are described in the Best Available Techniques & Operational 
Techniques (BATOT) provided as part of this submission (reference 410.07469.00012_BATOT). These ensure that 
there are no point source or fugitive emissions to groundwater. 

Accordingly, there is no direct or indirect discharges of contaminating materials into groundwater from the site. 

Surface Water 

The only discharges to the drainage system for surface water are clean and uncontaminated rainwater collected 
from roofs and clean uncontaminated impermeable surfaced exterior areas of the site.  

The containment measures in place at the site are described in the BATOT provided as part of this submission 
(reference 410.07469.00012_BATOT).  These will ensure there are no fugitive emissions to surface water. 

Point Source Emissions to Sewer 

Wastewater is only produced from hygienic cleaning, which is discharged to sewer, without monitoring. Aqueous 
waste is discharged to the sewage drainage system at emission point S1, see Drawing 003 for details. It is 
understood that the sewer discharge is be undertaken in accordance with a discharge consent with the sewerage 
undertaker.  

2.7 Substances Accepted at the Installation 

The hazardous and non-hazardous components of raw and auxiliary materials which are used at the site are 
identified in Table 3 below.  
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The substances identified in Table 3 are considered in the context of the site to determine whether circumstances 
exist which may result in the release of the substance in sufficient quantities to represent a pollution risk, either 
as a result of a single emission or as a result of accumulation from multiple emissions.  

Table 3 - Chemical Usage 

Chemical Container 
size (lts) 

Environmental Hazard Properties Total 
quantity 
stored 
on site 
(lts) 

Storage 
arrangements 

Chlorfoam 
Plus 

25 
Contains sodium hydroxide and sodium 

hypochlorite. Not expected to bioaccumulate. 
375 

Dedicated bunded 
storage 

Impact 

25 

Contains EDTA, citric acid and sodium 
hypochlorite. Acutely toxic when concentrate, 

normal use of diluted product is not expected to 
pose a risk. Not expected to bioaccumulate. 

250 

Dedicated bunded 
storage 

Active 

25 

Contains EDTA, sodium aryl sulphonate and 
sodium hypochlorite. Acutely toxic when 

concentrate, normal use of diluted product is 
not expected to pose a risk. Not expected to 

bioaccumulate. 

75 

Dedicated bunded 
storage 

Nipac 
25 

Contains nitric acid and phosphoric acid. Product 
is not classed as environmentally hazardous 

125 
Dedicated bunded 
storage 

Sodium 
Hypochlorite 

25 
14% sodium hypochlorite. Not expected to 

bioaccumulate. 
125 

Dedicated bunded 
storage 

Causetta 25 
25 

Contains sodium hypochlorite and EDTA. The 
product is not classed as environmentally 

hazardous. 
50 

Dedicated bunded 
storage 

 

All chemicals used on site are stored in dedicated external storage areas with secondary containment. Acids and 
alkalis are stored separately. 

2.8 Environmental Controls 

The possibility of any significant releases to the ground occurring is limited as all bulk liquids are stored in 
dedicated bunded storage. In addition, any minor spillages that do occur will be dealt with immediately by 
trained staff using appropriate spill kits located in convenient locations on site. 

All waste storage bins are located on areas of hardstanding to eliminate potential pathways to soil and 
groundwater.  

Detergents and disinfectants are used for cleaning as necessary, with all effluent collected and discharged to foul 
sewer with dilution.  All chemical cleaning agents are stored in suitable containers within a secure bunded area 
with sufficient capacity for containment of any liquid chemicals in the event of a release.   
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The nature of the site activities and the environmental control measures that are in place mean that the potential 
for contaminants to impact soil and groundwater in the future is remote.   

Therefore, use of the site as a food production facility is unlikely to have a significant detrimental effect on the 
environmental condition of the site as long as the appropriate environmental management systems are 
maintained.  

 Condition of the Land 

3.1 Environmental Setting 

Table 4 below provides a summary of the environmental setting based on a review of published information.   

Table 4 - Environmental Setting  

Detail Description 

Geography and 
Hydrology 

Topography and gradient The site itself is generally flat. However, a grassy bank 
of elevated land is located to the south of the site.  

Elevation The surrounding area comprises an elevation of 149m 
above ordnance datum (AOD) 100m north of the site 
which falls to 125m AOD approximately 300m south of 
the site. 

Surface waters Review of the Groundsure Insight Report identifies a 
small surface water feature that may potentially be a 
surface water ditch alongside the railway line, located 
240m east of the site. The Tame Valley Canal is located 
approximately 325m north of the site.  

The River Tame is located approximately 600m west of 
the site.  

It is worth noting that a historical river known as the 
‘Balls Hill Branch’ was located approximately 100m 
north of the site between at least 1886 and 1955. This 
area now comprises open land and trees. It is not 
known whether local groundwater flows towards this 
historical surface water feature.   

The groundwater vulnerability for the site is identified 
as medium-low vulnerability on MAGIC map. 

Surface water abstractions No surface water abstractions are located within 500m 
of the site.  

Regional hydrogeology Groundwater is expected to flow to the northwest  
towards the former Balls Hill Branch and the River 
Tame.  

Flooding  The Flood Map for Planning1 identifies that the site lies 
in flood zone 1, an area with low probability of flooding.  

______________________ 

1 Flood map for planning, available at https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/, accessed May 2021 

https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/
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Detail Description 

The Groundsure Insight Report indicates that the site 
has : 

 1 in 30-year chance of surface water flooding.  

Low risk of groundwater flooding. 

Published Geology 
and Hydrogeology 

Superficial drift geology Superficial Deposits comprising Till, Mid Pleistocene – 
Diamicton. The deposits formed up to 2 million years 
ago in the Quaternary Period in an environment 
dominated by ice age conditions.  

Solid geology Bedrock of Etruria Formation comprising mudstone, 
sandstone and conglomerate, sedimentary bedrock 
formed approximately 308-319 million years ago in the 
Carboniferous period in an environment previously 
dominated by rivers.  

Review of publicly available borehole data from the 
BGS2 identified the following geological ground 
conditions approximately 100m northeast of the site: 

 

Borehole SO99SE212 dated 24 April 1936. 

0 - 0.8m Made Ground. 

0.8m - 10.5m Alternating layers of sandy clay. 

 

Aquifer status Review of the Multi-Agency Information for the 
Countryside (MAGIC)3 website and the Groundsure 
Insight Report identify the superficial deposits are 
defined as a Secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer which 
is defined as: 

‘’Layers that have previously been designated as both 
minor and non-aquifer in different locations due to the 
variable characteristics of the rock type’’.  

The bedrock at the site is recognised as a Secondary A 
Aquifer, which is defined as: 

“permeable layers capable of supporting water supplies 
at a local rather than strategic scale, and in some cases 
forming an important source of base flow to rivers. 
These are generally aquifers formerly classified as minor 
aquifers” 

The groundwater vulnerability for the site is identified 
as medium-low vulnerability on MAGIC map. 

The Groundsure Insight Report for site classifies 
groundwater vulnerability as: 

______________________ 

2 British Geological Survey (BGS) - Available at Geology of Britain viewer | British Geological Survey (BGS) 
accessed on 23 June 2021. 
3 Multi-Agency Information for the Countryside – Available at: http://www.magic.gov.uk, accessed 23 June 2021. 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
http://www.magic.gov.uk/
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Detail Description 

Soil / Surface: Leaching class: Low  

Infiltration value: <40% 

Dilution value: 300- 550mm/year 

Superficial geology: Vulnerability: Low 

Aquifer type: Secondary 

Thickness: 3-10m 

Patchiness value: >90% 

Recharge potential: No Data 

Bedrock geology: Vulnerability: Low  

Aquifer type: Secondary  

Flow mechanism: Well-connected fractures 

Groundwater abstractions One groundwater abstraction is located within 500m of 
the site: 

208m northeast. Brockhouse Forgings. Licence 
03/28/08/0111 for non-evaporative cooling and 
process water.  

Source protection zones 
(SPZ) 

No source protection zones have been identified within 
500m of the site. 

3.2 Environmental Searches 

Table 5 below provides a summary of the environmental searches based on a review of the Groundsure Insight 
Report (Presented in Appendix 01). 

Table 5 - Environmental Search Summary 

Description 

Contaminated Land Register There are no sites designated under Part 2a of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 recorded within 500m of the site.  

Records of IPC/IPPC Authorisations IPC: The Groundsure Insight Report lists four permits registered to Aldec 
Ltd for non-ferrous metals 170m east of the site. Three permits (AS6446, 
AW219, BD6581) are listed as superseded by variation. One permit 
(BF8283) is listed as revoked.  

Licensed industrial activities (Part A(1)): None listed within 500m. 

Licensed pollutant release (Part A(2)/B): Six permits listed within 500m. 
The closest record to site comprised: 

Part B Permit registered to Siddons Alloy Castings Ltd located 109m 
north east of the site for boiler and furnace processes.  

 

Records of Part A(2) and Part B 
Activities and enforcements 

No Enforcements Notified within 500m.  
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Description 

Discharge consents No discharges of treated or untreated effluent to controlled waters 
under the Water Resources Act 1991 within 500m. 

 

One discharge of  substances identified on List II of European Directive E 
2006/11/EC, and regulated under the Environmental Damage 
(Prevention and Remediation) Regulations 2015 identified within 500m: 

 

Active consent for discharge of chromium, copper, iron, lead, nickel and 
zinc registered to Aldec Ltd 170m east.  

Landfill sites  The Groundsure Insight Report has no records of active or recent landfill 
sites within 500m of the site.   

Licensed waste 
management/treatment facilities 

Eight historical waste sites (i.e., waster transfer stations, scrap yards and 
refuse pits) were identified within 500m of the site. The closest record 
for a waste transfer station was located 198m west of the site.  

There are nine licensed waste sites within 500m of the site; including 
metal recycling sites; waste transfer stations; and waste management 
licences. Eight of these licences are active.  The closest surrendered and 
active licenses to the site are listed below:  

155m south: Central Waste Oils - Material Recycling Treatment Facility. 
Status: Surrendered. Years active: 1984 - 2012. 

EA/EPR/GP3296FW/S002. Size 25,000 tonnes. Annual tonnage 0.  

221m west: Forkers Mobile Plant – Waste Management Licence. Status: 
Active.  

EA/EPR/XP3792FC/V003. Annual tonnage 149,000 tonnes.  

 

Historical Waste Sites The Groundsure Insight Report identified nine historical landfills within 
500m of the site. The closest record  identified to site comprised:  

Local Authority records: 152m northwest. Refuse tip. 1964 mapping.  

Environment Agency Records: 288m west. Shaw Street Landfill. Waste 
Type: Special. 

 

Industrial land uses There are 17 sites within 500m of the site that comprise a number of 
activities involved with the storage, treatment, use or disposal of waste 
that are exempt from permitting. The closest record  identified consisted 
of:  

46m east. EA /EPR/VP3758JJ/A001 treating waste exemption for the 
repair or refurbishment of waste electronic or electrical equipment 
(WEEE).  

 

Mining Records The site itself is listed as having the potential for sporadic underground 
mining of restricted content (vein material).  

Six occurrences of historical surface workings are located within a 100m 
radius of the site. These include: 
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Description 

 unspecified heaps (42m northeast / 48m west). 

Collieries (59m southwest / 71m southwest). 

Brickworks (69m southwest). 

Refuse heap (70m southwest).  

One unspecified old mineshaft is located on the site.  

The site is located within a coal mining area as defined by the Coal 
Authority.  

Sensitive Land Uses The site is located within a SSSI impact Risk Zone which was developed 
to allow rapid initial assessment of the potential risks to SSSIs posed by 
development proposals. They define zones around each SSSI which 
reflect the particular sensitivities of the features for which it is notified 
and indicate the types of development proposal which could potentially 
have adverse impacts. 

 

The following developments would require consultation to be 
developed at the site:  

Infrastructure - Airports, helipads and other aviation proposals. 

Air pollution - Livestock & poultry units with floorspace > 500m²,  

Slurry lagoons > 4000m².  

Combustion - General combustion processes >50MW energy input. 
Including: energy from waste incineration, other incineration, landfill gas 
generation plant, pyrolysis/gasification, anaerobic digestion, sewage 
treatment works, other incineration/ combustion. 

 

Two open mosaic habitats are located within 500m of the site. These are 
brownfield sites that are identified under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
as a priority habitat: 

81m southwest. 

199m southwest.  

 

The closest nature reserve is the Sheepwash Nature Reserve 1509m 
southwest of the site.  

 

Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) The site is located within a NVZ (River Trent - source to confluence with 
Derwent) 

 

The environmental data searches indicate that the site is located within an area of historically industrial activity 
with potential for off-site contamination sources in the immediate vicinity.  
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3.3 Pollution History  

3.3.1 Site History 

The age and general type of activity and land use can often be determined from the type and layout of structures 
depicted on OS maps.  However, specific elements of site operations cannot normally be determined from such 
extracts.  Large scale (1:2,500/1:1,250) and small scale (1:10,560/1:10,000) historical map extracts were 
reviewed for selected years between 1886 and 2021, together with current mapping.  

 
A summary of the findings is given below (Tables 6, 7 and 8) and copies of the OS maps provided by Groundsure 
are included in Appendix 01. 

Table 6 - Onsite Historical Land Use 

Description 

Onsite • Between 1886  (earliest available map) and at least 1955 the site appears to be vacant. The 
land appears to be associated with the Siddons New Foundry in the west and the Gas Holder 
Works to the east.  

• Between 1886 and 1890 a ‘shaft’ is located in the southeast corner of the site.  

• Between 1886 and 1919 a small pond is located in the northeast corner of the site.  

• Circa 1919 a small building is present in the southeast corner of the site. 

• Between 1890 and at least 1919 a small building is present along the northern site boundary. 
Potentially associated with the Siddons Foundry. 

• On the 1890 historical map, a feature marked ‘W’ potentially a water well is located in the 
northeast corner of the site.  

• Between at least 1964 and 2021 the current building layout is present at the site. This also 
includes the chimney in the northeast corner of the site and an electrical substation 
associated with the site. 

• The Groundsure Insight Report also lists the site as having been an abattoir at an unspecified 
time.  

Amber Foods have reportedly occupied the site since 1998. 
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Table 7 - Historical Land Uses in the Immediate Vicinity 

Description  

Off site4 

- Land Uses 
in the 
Immediate 
Vicinity 

 

• 1888 - 1890: Land and buildings associated with the Siddons New Foundry  and Gas 
Holder Works are located adjacent to the northern and eastern site boundaries 
respectively. Residential properties are located approximately 25m south along 
Harvills Hawthorn Road. Harvills Hawthorn House is located adjacent to the south 
east.  Land immediately west comprises old mine shafts. 

• 1904: The Siddons New Foundry has expanded with additional buildings located to the 
north. The ‘Victoria Works’ is now located 175m northwest.  

• 1919: The gas holder works adjacent to the northeast site boundary has been 
demolished.  

• 1938: The land associated with the former gas holder works now comprises 3 x tennis 
courts and 2 x bowling greens. Harvills Hawthorn House is no longer present.  

• 1955: New residential estate built 100m south beyond Harvills Hawthorn Road. 

• 1964: Large building located 25m northeast on the former gas holder works land. Unit 
4 Howard Street has been built adjacent to the western site boundary. An abattoir 
and lairage are located adjacent to the southern site boundary and the residential 
properties 25m south have been removed. A garage is located 50m southwest of the 
site.  

• 1979: Additional units located immediately west of unit 4 Howard Street. The abattoir 
to the south has been expanded.   

• 1988 - 1991: The tennis courts and bowling greens located to the east of the site have 
been removed. A set of tanks are listed 100m west of the site.  

 

 

______________________ 

4 All distances are approximate. 
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Table 8 - Historical Land Uses in the Surrounding Areas 

Description 

Offsite - 
Land Uses 
in the 
Surrounding 
Areas5 

 

The site has also been historically surrounded by the following industrial land uses: 

• Collieries 

- Ebenezer Colliery 100m south (1886 - disused by 1902). 

- Goldsgreen Colliery 250m south west (1886 - disused by 1902). 

- Blacklake Colliery 500m south east (1886 - disused by 1902). 

- Wallface Colliery 500m east (listed as disused in 1888).  

- Balls Hill Colliery 600m north east (1886 - disused by 1913).  

• Tube Works 

- Excelsior Tube Works 525m south east (1886 - no longer listed on 1938 map). 

- Globe Tube Works 600m north (1886 - no longer listed on 1938 map). 

- Old Patent Tube Works 700m north 1886 - no longer listed on 1938 map). 

- Dial Tube Works 250m southwest (1913 -  no longer listed on 1938 map).  

- New Crown Tube Works (including 2 chimneys and a tank)  400m north (1955) 

• Iron Works 

- Siddons New Foundry adjacent to site (1886 - approximately 1965). 

- Foundry 250m west (1980 - no longer labelled foundry by 1992).  

- Iron foundry 300m west (1913 - no longer listed as foundry by 1938). 

- Atlas Iron Works 500m south (1886 - disused by 1902). 

- Goldshill Iron works 600m west (1886 - at least 1902, becomes sewage works by 1913).  

- Crookhey Iron Works 750m north east (1886 - disused by 1902). 

• Tar Distillery - 650m south (1886 - removed by 1902). 

• Abattoir adjacent to southern site boundary (1980 - demolished by 2010).   

• Brick Works 

- Goldsgreen Brickworks 250m west (1886 – becomes Dial Tube Works by 1913). 

- Old bricks works 450m north (1886 - not present on 1902 map). 

• Slag Works  

- Goldsgreen Slag works 600m southwest (listed on 1902 map only).  

• Infrastructure 

- Birmingham Canal Navigation 110m northwest (1886 - infilled by 1967). 

- Tame Valley Canal 32 m north. 

- Great Western Railway 250m northeast. Renamed Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley 
line in 1913.  

- South Staffordshire Line Railway 550m west.  

- Golds Green Colliery Mineral Railway (1902 - disused by 1938). 
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The historical site uses and potentially contaminative uses in the vicinity of the site are summarised in Table 9 
below. 

Table 9 - Historical Site Uses and Potential Sources of Contamination 

Detail On-Site Off-Site 

Historical Site Uses • Old mine shaft. 

• Onsite chimney. 

• Electrical substation.  

• Abattoir. 

• Foundry (historical maps did not 
indicate any buildings associated 
with the foundry present at the 
site).  

• Gas holder works (historical maps 
did not indicate any buildings 
associated with the gas works 
present at the site).  

• Industrial Park 

• Iron foundries. 

• Gas Works. 

• Collieries. 

• Tube Works. 

• Tar Distilling. 

• Abattoir. 

• Garages. 

• Tanks (unknown contents).  

• Railway lines & sidings. 

• Brick works. 

Potential 
Contaminants of 
Concern 

• Metals 

• Hydrocarbons 

• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
(PAH).  

• Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB’s). 

• Asbestos 

• Inorganic compounds 

• Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs). 

• Semi Volatile Organic Compounds 
(SVOCs). 
 

• Metals 

• Hydrocarbons 

• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
(PAH).  

• Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB’s). 

• Asbestos 

• Inorganic compounds. 

• Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs). 

• Semi Volatile Organic Compounds 
(SVOCs). 
 

3.3.2 Pollution Incidents 

No pollution incidents have been recorded at the site.  

There are six historical pollution incidents recorded by the EA within 500m of the Site; the closest is located 104m 
east and pertains to the release of firefighting runoff and smoke in July 2015 (incident ID: 1351704) listed as 
having a major impact to land and minor impacts to water and air.  

3.3.3 Previous Environmental Assessments 

Previous Investigations and Evidence of Historic Contamination for example, historical site investigation, 
assessment, remediation and verification reports were not available for review.  

3.3.4 Infrastructure Condition 

There was no evidence of visual/olfactory contamination or evidence of damage to pollution prevention 
measures observed during the site walkover.  
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3.4 Baseline Environmental Investigations 

SLR consider that collection of baseline soil and groundwater reference data are not considered necessary for 
this Environmental Permit variation due to the following:  

• The site comprises no emissions to air, land or surface water. The only emission point is S1 (refer Drawing 
003) which is discharge of onsite drainage to foul sewer and is managed via a discharge consent with the 
local sewerage undertaker.  

• The site has comprised the same layout since the mid 1960’s and prior to this was undeveloped open 
ground with the exception of the mine shaft along the southern site boundary; a small outbuilding 
located in the southeast corner (circa 1919) and a small outbuilding potentially associated with the 
Siddon’s Foundry along the northern site boundary (circa 1890 to 1919).  

• The chemicals currently utilised at the site comprise:  

o Chlorfoam Plus: high alkalinity surfactant. 

o Impact: 

o Active: 

o NIPAC: Nitric and phosphoric acid 

o Sodium hypochlorite. 

o Causetta 25. 

These chemicals are primarily used for cleaning and food preparation and comprise surfactants and acids 
/ bases. These chemicals are significantly different to those associated with the site’s history (refer Table 
7).  As such, any future impacts to the soil from current on site activities would be easily distinguished 
from historical ground impacts.  

• The site is surfaced with hardstanding which is in a good state of repair and there is no visible evidence 
of contamination across the site.  

• The operator is not aware of any pollution incidents having occurred on or in the immediate vicinity of 
the site. This is supported by review of the Groundsure Insight Report and also the lack of visual evidence 
of pollution incidents identified during the site visit. 
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 Permitted Activities 

Document references to support the permitted activities include: 

• Plan showing activity layout Drawing 003 Site Layout Plan;   

• Environmental Risk Assessment: 410.07469.00012_ERA 

• Best Available Techniques and Operating Techniques (BATOT) 410.07469.00012_BATOT ; and 

• Appendix 01 – Groundsure Insight Report.  

4.1 Permitted Activities  

The site is currently operational and has been operating for a number of years. Due to an increase in the capacity 
of the processing plant, the site now exceeds the threshold for requiring an Environmental Permit (EP) under 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) (England and Wales) 2016 (as amended), Section 
6.8 The Treatment of animal and vegetable and food industries: 

• Part A(1)(d)(i) – treatment and processing, other than exclusively packaging, of the following raw 
materials, whether previously processed or unprocessed, intended for the production of food or feed; 
only animal raw materials with a finished product production capacity greater than 75 tonnes per day. 

The site processes whole poultry carcasses delivered to site from other 2 Sisters Food Group premises and 
processes these into smaller portions. As the operations involves de-boning, the operation is classed as a listed 
activity under the EPR and hence requires an EP. The site utilises mains electricity to power all on site activities 
and has a discharge consent with the local sewerage undertaker for all process effluents. The only emissions to 
the environment are clean and uncontaminated surface water. Therefore, the site poses a very minimal risk to 
the environment.  

4.2 Non-Permitted Activities 

The site does not comprise any non-permitted activities.  
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 CONCEPTUAL MODEL AND QUALITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT 

5.1 Site Conceptual Model – Land Quality 

As part of the evaluation of the Site and in accordance with current UK best practice, the site has been considered 
in terms of a Conceptual Site Model using the principles of a risk assessment comprising the potential Source – 
Pathway – Receptor model of potential pollutant linkages. 

5.2 Contamination Sources 

5.2.1 Potential Contamination 

Current  

Based on the results of the site walkover and desk top review, the primary potential current sources of 
contamination comprise: 

• Outdoor chemical storage (surfactants and food preparation chemicals). 

• Waste storage areas (waste oil storage & general waste). 

No visual or olfactory evidence of existing contamination or damage to pollution control measures was identified 
during the site walkover.  

Details of the potential chemical contaminants used/present are detailed in Table 9. 

Historical  

Based on the results of the desk top review the following historical land uses may have given rise to potential 
contaminants at the site:  

• Coal mine shaft. 

• Onsite chimney. 

• Electrical substation.  

• Abattoir. 

• Foundry (historical maps did not indicate any buildings associated with the foundry present at the site).  

• Gas holder works (historical maps did not indicate any buildings associated with the gas works present 
at the site).  

• General industrial use.  

5.2.2 Identified Contamination 

As it was not considered necessary to collect baseline soil and groundwater reference data for this EP and no 
historical contamination reports were provided for review SLR are unable to present ‘identified contamination’ 
for the site.  

5.3 Pathways 

5.3.1 Airborne Pathways 

Most of the site around the primary potential sources of contamination is covered with hard standing and located 
indoors with the exception of the outdoor chemical store. A thin strip of landscaping is present along the eastern 
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boundary of site. Therefore, dust generation and particulate inhalation is unlikely to be a potentially active 
pathway during normal operations at the site.  

Any additional risks associated with excavations or groundworks can be mitigated by appropriate risk control 
measures including personal protective equipment and standard dust suppression techniques. 

5.3.2 Direct Contact, Ingestion and Inhalation Exposure Pathways 

Most of the site is covered with hard standing, including all of the main process and maintenance areas where 
key potential chemical contaminants are used.  Therefore, potential direct contact with the ground across the 
majority of the site is unlikely during normal operations. 

Direct contact pathways may be active during construction works that involve breaking ground, although 
construction health and safety planning and the use of appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) would 
be used to mitigate potential risks. 

There is potential for vapours and ground gases to migrate via relatively permeable soils and permeation into 
building foundations, although the potential risks to offsite receptors are mitigated by the lateral separation from 
the sources of contamination. 

5.3.3 Aqueous Migration Pathways 

Leaching of potential contaminants in shallow soils is likely to be negligible beneath areas of hard standing (i.e., 
the majority of the site) where infiltration of rainfall is minimal. In unsurfaced areas, infiltration of rainfall will 
occur and, as such, this pathway is considered to be potentially active. 

Vertical and lateral migration of impacted groundwater through the underlying Mid Pleistocene Diamicton Till 
and Etruria Formation is likely to be limited but still considered a potentially active pathway. However, a borehole 
in the vicinity of the site indicated approximately 10 m of alternating clay bands identified below the site. This is 
likely to mitigate the potential risks from surface sources through its ability to act as a low permeability stratum  
and limit the movement of groundwater. 

5.3.4 Drainage Pathways 

The surface water drainage system collects clean and uncontaminated rainwater from roofs and clean 
uncontaminated impermeable surfaced exterior areas.  

The site does not discharge any waste effluent to a local waterway. Aqueous waste is discharged to the sewer in 
accordance with the trade effluent consent. As such, the drainage system(s) at the site does not present an active 
pathway. An active pathway from drainage to ground could emerge if the drainage to foul sewer is in poor 
condition. However, the site did not report any issues with the drainage system at the site.  

5.4 Receptors 

With reference to part 2a of the Environmental Protection Act (1990), the potential receptors to be considered 
in any contaminated land scenario can be summarised as set out below. 

5.4.1 Human Health 

For the purpose of this assessment, it has been assumed that onsite workers and residential site neighbours will 
be the primary receptors of concern for any contamination risk. 

Construction workers / contractors could also be exposed to contaminants during works involving breaking 
ground. 
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5.4.2 Eco-systems 

The site is not located within a statutory protected site. The site is within a SSSI impact zone which relates to 
conditions on the site should the site be redeveloped.  

The closest ecological receptors are two open mosaic habitats are located 81m southwest and 199m southwest 
of the site. These are priority habitats at brownfield sites. The closest local nature reserve is the Sheepwash 
Nature Reserve located 1.5km southwest of the site.  

5.4.3 Property (buildings etc.) 

SLR have not been provided with the results of any intrusive ground investigations. As such, it is not known if the 
ground below the site comprises sulphate.  

Any development at the site that involves intrusive works should include assessment of the ground conditions 
prior to works commencing to identify whether the development could potentially be subject to sulphate attack 
in relation to buried concrete (e.g., foundations). 

Operations at the site rely on the concrete hardstanding and bunding to provide containment for many of the 
process chemicals used.  There may be potential for chemical leaks or spills to result in deterioration of the 
concrete if left unchecked. However, during the site walkover general housekeeping and the hardstanding were 
both observed to be in good condition.  

5.4.4 Controlled Waters 

Groundwater is a Controlled Water.  Therefore, the groundwater beneath the site requires consideration and 
protection.  The site is underlain by both a secondary (undifferentiated) and secondary A aquifer which are 
therefore considered to be potential receptors albeit at lower risks. 

Surface water courses are also Controlled Waters.  There are no natural surface water features located on site 
and the nearest natural water course is the River Tame located 600 m west. A small ditch located adjacent to the 
railway is located 240 m east and the Tame Valley Canal is located approximately 325 m north.  

5.5 Risk Assessment 

Based on the conceptual site model, Table 10 presents the plausible pollutant linkages that apply to this site. 
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Table 10 - Potential Pollutant Linkages 

Sources / 
Contaminants of 
Concern 

Potential 
Pathways 

Receptors Consequence Overall Risk / Probability of Exposure 
& Risk Management Techniques 

Sources 

- Coal mining shaft 

- Chimney 

- Electrical 
substation 

- Abattoir 

- Land associated 
with a foundry  

- Land associated 
with gas holder 
works   

- Industrial Park 

 

Contaminants of 
Concern  

- Metals 

- Hydrocarbons 

- Polycyclic 
Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons 
(PAH).  

- Polychlorinated 
Biphenyl (PCB’s) 

- Asbestos 

- Inorganic 
compounds 

-Volatile Organic 
Compounds 
(VOCs) 

-Semi Volatile 
Organic 
Compounds 
(SVOCs) 

 

Airborne 
exposure 

Human 
health 

Onsite / offsite 
commercial 
workers and / or 
offsite residential 
occupants exposed 
to potential health 
effects due to 
coming into contact 
with airborne dust 
derived from onsite 
soil. 

Low:  

The majority of the site is covered by the 
industrial unit. Hard standing and soft 
landscaping prevents soil dust / 
particulates from migrating across the 
site.  

During any potential ground works; 
suitable control measures (i.e., PPE and 
dust suppression) will be employed to  
mitigate potential risks.  

The industrial units at the site have been 
present at the site since approximately 
1964. The site comprised open land prior 
to this with the exception of a coal mining 
shaft in the southeast corner. As such, the  
potential presence of asbestos in soil 
below the site is considered likely to be 
low.  

Should asbestos be present in soil, the 
potential impact is likely to be limited in 
the context of normal site use where soil 
disturbance is minimal, although further 
assessment would be required to assess 
the potential risks associated with 
redevelopment. Further assessment 
required should any intrusive ground 
works be undertaken. 

Direct contact Human 
health 

Onsite commercial 
workers are 
exposed to 
chemicals in soil 

Low: Hard standing and soft landscaping 
prevents direct contact; construction 
works undertaken with H&S planning and 
PPE.  

No further assessment required. 

Property Concrete 
foundations come 
into contact with 
‘aggressive’ soil 
conditions i.e., 
elevated 
concentrations of 
sulphate in soil or 
groundwater 
compromising the 
integrity of the 
concrete. 

Low:  

The review of the site history does not 
indicate a source of sulphate has been 
utilised at the site.  

Should any redevelopment works be 
undertaken the design of concrete should 
be based on collected onsite sulphate 
chemistry. 



Amber Foods Limited 
Site Condition Report 
Filename: 410.07469.00012_SCR 

 
SLR Ref No: 410.07469.00012 

July 2021 

 

 
Page 24 

 

 

 

Sources / 
Contaminants of 
Concern 

Potential 
Pathways 

Receptors Consequence Overall Risk / Probability of Exposure 
& Risk Management Techniques 

Vapour 
Inhalation 

Human 
health 

Onsite commercial 
workers are 
exposed to soil 
vapour leading to 
potential health 
effects 

Low:  

Review of the site history did not reveal 
the potential for significant volatile 
organic compound impacts.  

Hardstanding covers the majority of the 
site mitigating the vapour migration 
pathway.  

There are no basements on site where 
vapour would have potential to collect.   

No further assessment required. 

Aqueous 
migration 

Groundwater Impact to 
groundwater 
resource as a result 
of migrating 
chemical impacts 

Low: 

The site is not located within a source 
protection zone. The site does not 
abstract water. The closest groundwater 
abstraction is located 208m northeast is 
for non-evaporative cooling and process 
water. 

The aquifers beneath the site are not 
considered to be significant in terms of 
supplying strategic water supply.  

No further assessment required. 

Surface 
water 

Impacted 
groundwater could 
potentially provide 
baseflow to the 
surrounding 
surface water 
receptors. 

Low  

Aquifers at the site have limited potential 
to transfer groundwater and the potential 
risks are likely to be mitigated by the 
distance to the nearest natural surface 
water receptors (>200m). 

No Further assessment required. 

5.6 Overall Risk Summary 

In general, the land quality risk potential for the site is considered to be low, primarily as a result of a combination 
of the site history; desk top assessment of the prevailing ground and groundwater conditions and the 
containment; protection and control measures in place at the site. 

However, due to the absence  of intrusive ground assessment data available for the site it is considered prudent 
that any subsequent development works that occur at the site involve assessment of the composition of the soil. 
Suitable control measures (i.e., PPE and dust suppression) will then be derived to mitigate potential risks. 
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 Site Condition Report Summary  

The findings of the application site condition report (SCR) are summarised in Table 11 below: 

Table 11 - Site Condition Report Summary 

Site Details  • Amber Food Ltd 

• Amber Foods Site B premises located at Units 1 & 2, 3, Howard Street, Hilltop, 
West Bromwich, B70 0SU. 

• NGR 398687 293466 

• Document reference: 410.07469.00003_SCR dated July 2021.  

Environmental Setting • Surrounding land use 

The site is surrounded by commercial / industrial units associated with the  
Howard Street Industrial Estate and Joseph and Siddons Factory Estate. A railway 
line is located approximately 250m northeast of the site. The Tame Valley Canal 
is located approximately 325m north. The River Tame is located approximately 
600m west of the site. Residential properties are located approximately 50m 
south of the site. Harvills Hawthorn Primary School lies approximately 330m 
south of the site.  

• Topography 

The site itself is generally flat. The surrounding area comprises an elevation of 
149m above ordnance datum (AOD) 100m north of the site which falls to 125m 
AOD approximately 300m south of the site. 

• Geology 
- Superficial Deposits comprising Till, Mid Pleistocene – Diamicton 

- Bedrock of Etruria Formation comprising mudstone, sandstone and 
conglomerate, sedimentary bedrock. 

 

• Hydrogeology 

- Superficial Deposits: Secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer (previously 
been designated as both minor and non-aquifer).  

- Bedrock:  Secondary A Aquifer, which is defined as permeable layers 
capable of supporting water supplies at a local rather than strategic scale. 

• Surface waters 
- Surface water ditch alongside the railway line 240m east. 
- The Tame Valley Canal approximately 325m north.  
- The River Tame approximately 600m west. 

  • Pollution incidents that may have affected land 

No pollution incidents recorded at the site.  

• Historical land-uses and associated contaminants  

The following land uses at the site have the potential to cause localised 
contamination:  

- Coal mine shaft. 
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- Onsite chimney. 
- Electrical substation.  
- Abattoir. 
- Foundry (historical maps did not indicate any buildings associated with the 

foundry present at the site).  
- Gas holder works (historical maps did not indicate any buildings 

associated with the gas works present at the site).  
- General industrial use.  

Potential contaminants of concern at the site include: 

- Metals. 
- Hydrocarbons. 
- Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH).  
- Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB’s). 
- Asbestos. 
- Inorganic compounds. 

 

• Any visual/olfactory evidence of existing contamination 

No visual or olfactory evidence of existing contamination was identified during 
the site walkover.  

• Evidence of damage to pollution prevention measures  

No evidence of damage to pollution control measures was identified during the 
site walkover.  

Evidence of Historic 
Contamination 

SLR has not been provided any documentation pertaining to previous  intrusive 
investigations at the site.  

Baseline Soil 
Reference Data 

Intrusive investigation not undertaken. 

Baseline 
Groundwater 
Reference Data 

Intrusive investigation not undertaken. 

Baseline Gas 
Reference Data 

Intrusive investigation not undertaken. 

Permitted Activities Permitted Activities: 
An EP is required under Schedule 1 of the Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) 
(England and Wales) 2016 (as amended), Section 6.8 The Treatment of animal and 
vegetable and food industries: 

• Part A(1)(d)(i) – treatment and processing, other than exclusively packaging, 
of the following raw materials, whether previously processed or 
unprocessed, intended for the production of food or feed; only animal raw 
materials with a finished product production capacity greater than 75 tonnes 
per day. 

The site processes whole poultry carcasses delivered to site from other 2 Sisters Food 
Group premises and processes these into smaller portions. As the operations involves 
de-boning, the operation is classed as a listed activity under the EPR. 



Amber Foods Limited 
Site Condition Report 
Filename: 410.07469.00012_SCR 

 
SLR Ref No: 410.07469.00012 

July 2021 

 

 
Page 27 

 

 

 

Contamination Issues 
and Risk Assessment  

Based on the results of this investigation: 

• Potential risks to human health are unlikely to be present. 

• Potential risks to Controlled Waters from the site are considered likely to be 
low as result of the site history; prevailing ground and groundwater 
conditions and the containment; protection and control measures in place at 
the site.  

However, due to the absence of intrusive ground assessment data available for the 
site it is considered prudent that any subsequent development works that occur at 
the site involve assessment of the composition of the soil. Suitable control measures 
(i.e., PPE and dust suppression) will then be derived to mitigate potential risks.  
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DRAWINGS 

Refer to 410.07469.00003_DRAWINGS for site drawings. 
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APPENDIX 01 

Groundsure Insight Report 
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AYLESBURY 
T: +44 (0)1844 337380 
 
BELFAST 
belfast@slrconsulting.com 
 
BRADFORD-ON-AVON 
T: +44 (0)1225 309400 
 
BRISTOL 
T: +44 (0)117 906 4280  
 
CARDIFF 
T: +44 (0)29 2049 1010  
 
CHELMSFORD 
T: +44 (0)1245 392170  
 
EDINBURGH 
T: +44 (0)131 335 6830 
 
EXETER 
T: + 44 (0)1392 490152  
 
GLASGOW 
glasgow@slrconsulting.com  
 
GUILDFORD 
guildford@slrconsulting.com 

 
 
Ireland 

DUBLIN 
T: + 353 (0)1 296 4667  
 

. 

LONDON 
T: +44 (0)203 805 6418 
 
MAIDSTONE 
T: +44 (0)1622 609242  
 
MANCHESTER (Denton) 
T: +44 (0)161 549 8410 
 
MANCHESTER (Media City) 
T: +44 (0)161 872 7564 
 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
T: +44 (0)191 261 1966  
 
NOTTINGHAM 
T: +44 (0)115 964 7280  
 
SHEFFIELD 
T: +44 (0)114 245 5153 
 
SHREWSBURY 
T: +44 (0)1743 23 9250  
 
STIRLING 
T: +44 (0)1786 239900 
 
WORCESTER 
T: +44 (0)1905 751310  
 

France 

GRENOBLE 
T: +33 (0)6 23 37 14 14 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


