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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the manpower, timescales and 
resources devoted to it by agreement with Amber Foods Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been appointed by the 
Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 Introduction 

SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) has been instructed by Amber Foods Limited (AFL) to prepare an application for a 
bespoke installation environmental permit (EP) for the poultry processing facility located at Units 1 & 2, 3, 
Howard Street, Hilltop, West Bromwich, B70 0SU (the site) for submission to the Environment Agency (EA). 

The site is currently operational and has been operating for a number of years. Due to an increase in the capacity 
of the processing plant, the site now exceeds the threshold for requiring an EP under Schedule 1 of the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) (England and Wales) 2016 (as amended), Section 6.8 The Treatment 
of animal and vegetable and food industries: 

• Part A(1)(d)(i) – treatment and processing, other than exclusively packaging, of the following raw 
materials, whether previously processed or unprocessed, intended for the production of food or feed; 
only animal raw materials with a finished product production capacity greater than 75 tonnes per day. 

The site processes whole poultry carcasses delivered to site from other 2 Sisters Food Group premises and 
processes these into smaller portions. As the operations involves de-boning, the operation is classed as a listed 
activity under the EPR and hence requires an EP. The site utilises mains electricity to power all on site activities 
and has a discharge consent with the local sewerage undertaker for all process effluents. The only emissions to 
the environment are clean and uncontaminated surface water. Therefore, the site poses a very minimal risk to 
the environment. 

This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) provides a summary of the regulated facility, an explanation of exactly what 
is being applied for and of summary of key technical standards and control measures that will be implemented 
at the site. 

1.1 Site Location 

The site is located on the Howard Street Industrial Estate, approximately 300m east of Golds Green in West 
Bromwich. The National Grid Reference (NGR) for the centre of the site is SO 98682 93454. 

Wednesbury is located approximately 1.8km to the north and Tipton is approximately 3.2 km to the south west. 
The location of the site is shown in Drawing 001 and the detailed site layout is shown in Drawing 003. 

The site forms part of a larger building complex, utilising the first 3 units of the overall building totalling 7 units. 
The surrounding land use is predominantly industrial comprising of the Hill Top Industrial Estate, Siddons Factory 
Estate and Harvills Industrial Estate. The closest residential properties are approximately 80m to the south of the 
site. 

The surrounding land uses and receptors within 500m and Cultural and Natural Heritage within 2km are 
identified on Drawing 004.  

1.2 Pre-Application discussions with the EA 

Basic pre-application advice was provided by the EA in letter format dated 13 June 2019, a copy of which is 
provided in Appendix 01. A further on-site meeting with EA Regulatory Officer Richard Lockley was held on 3 
December 2019. 

Initial thoughts were that the site may qualify as a Low Impact Installation (LII), however the electrical 
consumption of the site is in excess of the 3MW threshold for a LII and EA advice was to apply for an installation 
permit. 
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 What is being applied for 

2.1 Regulated Facilities 

The site is currently operational and has been operating for a number of years. Due to an increase in the capacity 
of the processing plant, the site now exceeds the threshold for requiring an EP under Schedule 1 of the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) (England and Wales) 2016 (as amended), Section 6.8 The Treatment 
of animal and vegetable and food industries: 

• Part A(1)(d)(i) – treatment and processing, other than exclusively packaging, of the following raw 
materials, whether previously processed or unprocessed, intended for the production of food or feed; 
only animal raw materials with a finished product production capacity greater than 75 tonnes per day. 

 Application Contents 

To support this application, the following documentation is submitted in addition to this NTS: 

• Section 1: Application Forms; 

• Section 3: Drawings; 

• Section 4: Best Available Techniques and Operating Techniques (BATOT); 

• Section 5: Environmental Risk Assessment; 

• Section 6: Odour Management Plan; and 

• Section 7: Site Condition Report. 

3.1 Application Forms 

Parts A, B2, B3, F1 and relevant appendices of the EA’s application forms have been completed in support of this 
application and are enclosed in Section 2 of the application. 

3.2 Drawings 

The following drawings have been prepared in support of this application: 

• Drawing 001 Site Location Plan 

• Drawing 002 Environmental Permit Boundary 

• Drawing 003 Site Layout 

• Drawing 004 Environmental Site Setting 

They are enclosed as Section 3 of the application. 

3.3 Environmental Risk Assessment 

The Environmental Risk Assessment has considered the risks posed by the facility to the environment. It includes 
detailed assessments for the potential risks including noise, as well as odour, fugitive emissions, dust, releases 
to water, litter, mud, pests and potential for accidents and incidents. The assessment concludes that with the 
limited process emissions and implementation of the risk management measures described, potential hazards 
from the site are not likely to be significant. 

The Amenity and Accident Risk Assessment is enclosed as Section 5 of this application. 
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3.4 Site Condition Report 

The Site Condition Report (SCR) provides details of the condition of the baseline soil and groundwater conditions 
within the proposed EP boundary, so that a comparison can be undertaken upon the eventual cessation of 
activities. 

A copy of the Site Condition Report is enclosed as Section 7 of this application. 

3.5 Best Available Techniques and Operating Techniques 

The Best Available Techniques and Operating Techniques (BATOT) document describes how the site has been 
designed and is operated in accordance with Best Available Techniques (BAT) as described in EA guidance and 
the relevant BRef notes. The document includes an overview of the technical, operational and management 
measures that are implemented at the site. 

The BATOT is enclosed as Section 4 of this application. 

3.6 Odour Management Plan 

The Odour Management Plan (OMP) document describes how odour control is managed on site. 

The OMP is enclosed as Section 6 of this application.  

 Key Technical Standards and Control Measures 

The key technical standards that are followed on site are: 

• European Commission Joint Research Centre – Best Available Techniques Reference (BRef) document 
and BAT Conclusions (BATc) for the Food, Drink and Milk industries (December 2019); 

• Environment Agency - A1 installations: environmental permits (July 2019); 

• Environment Agency - Legal operator and competence requirements: environmental permits (June 
2019); 

• Environment Agency - Develop a management system: environmental permits (January 2019); 

• Environment Agency - Risk assessments for your environmental permit (October 2019); 

• Environment Agency - Control and monitor emissions for your environmental permit (November 2018); 

• Environment Agency - Best available techniques: environmental permits (February 2016); and 

• Environment Agency - Energy efficiency standards for industrial plants to get environmental permits (July 
2019). 

The pollution control measures relevant to the proposed activities are described in the BATOT and ERA 
documents submitted with the application. 
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EUROPEAN OFFICES 
 
 
United Kingdom 

AYLESBURY 
T: +44 (0)1844 337380 
 
BELFAST 
belfast@slrconsulting.com 
 
BRADFORD-ON-AVON 
T: +44 (0)1225 309400 
 
BRISTOL 
T: +44 (0)117 906 4280  
 
CARDIFF 
T: +44 (0)29 2049 1010  
 
CHELMSFORD 
T: +44 (0)1245 392170  
 
EDINBURGH 
T: +44 (0)131 335 6830 
 
EXETER 
T: + 44 (0)1392 490152  
 
GLASGOW 
glasgow@slrconsulting.com  
 
GUILDFORD 
guildford@slrconsulting.com 

 
 
Ireland 

DUBLIN 
T: + 353 (0)1 296 4667  
 

. 

LONDON 
T: +44 (0)203 805 6418 
 
MAIDSTONE 
T: +44 (0)1622 609242  
 
MANCHESTER (Denton) 
T: +44 (0)161 549 8410 
 
MANCHESTER (Media City) 
T: +44 (0)161 872 7564 
 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
T: +44 (0)191 261 1966  
 
NOTTINGHAM 
T: +44 (0)115 964 7280  
 
SHEFFIELD 
T: +44 (0)114 245 5153 
 
SHREWSBURY 
T: +44 (0)1743 23 9250  
 
STIRLING 
T: +44 (0)1786 239900 
 
WORCESTER 
T: +44 (0)1905 751310  
 

France 

GRENOBLE 
T: +33 (0)6 23 37 14 14 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


