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Keeping you informed 

Flood Risk Maintenance Works                                     September 2020

Background 
2019 was the wettest autumn on record.  
Over six months of rain fell within the month 
of October.  Widespread average rainfall of 
between 70-85mm fell in 24hrs across areas 
of Derbyshire and South Yorkshire on 
Thursday, 7 November 2019.  This persistent 
heavy rain caused water levels on the River 
Don and associated tributaries to rise rapidly 
because the ground was already saturated. 

Despite water levels on the River Don 
peaking at levels similar to those experienced 
during the 2007 floods, far fewer properties 
were flooded in 2019 due to our investment in 
defences and vegetation management. 

Since November, our Asset Performance 
Team have inspected over 3,000 flood 
defence assets along the Rivers Don, Rother, 
and Aire, carried out urgent repairs, and 
continued work to improve flood defences. 

Our Role 
Our role is to protect and improve the 
environment and promote sustainable 
development so that everyone can enjoy the 
benefits of a clean, safe and healthy place to 
live, work and play. 

We have a role to reduce flood risk.  We 
cannot entirely prevent flooding from rivers 
and streams, but we can reduce the 
likelihood of flooding by ensuring that rivers, 
becks and streams are free from excess 
debris and vegetation that might block the 
watercourse so that in high rain events water 
remains in the channel. 

Details of the works 
We will be carrying out maintenance works 
on the River Loxley at Malinbridge and 
Hillsborough, and on the River Don at Norfolk 
Bridge to reduce constraints to flow, thereby 
reducing flood risk.  These works include 
decreasing the height of gravel/brick/stone 
deposits.  Material will not be removed from 
below the water level and the overall gravel 

footprint will be retained to preserve aquatic 
habitat.  Overhanging vegetation and trees 
around the bridges will be removed as the 
vegetation, or debris caught in the vegetation, 
can restrict flow and increase flood risk. 

As stated the works involve three sites, each 
with slightly different requirements.  We 
would like to reassure you that we will keep 
any disruption to a minimum. 

Site location - overview 

 
 

Malinbridge 

Tree and vegetation removal within 10m of 
Stannington Road and Rivelin Valley Road, 
with the remaining vegetation left to provide 
cover for fish.  Removal of thicker areas of 
deposition material under and immediately 
downstream of both bridges.  In-channel 
boulders installed in 2009 will be retained and 
gravel removal will take care not to uncover 
the weir that has been partially reburied.  No 
works are proposed on the River Rivelin. 

Works area - Malinbridge 
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Hillsborough 

Vegetation removal will be undertaken 
upstream of the weir and immediately 
upstream of Langsett Road.  Removal of 
thicker areas of deposition material upstream, 
under and downstream of Langsett Road. 

Works area - Hillsborough 

 

Norfolk Bridge 

Removal of vegetation obstructing the flow 
through the bridges, primarily on the gravel 
deposits.  Removal of thicker areas of 
deposition material immediately upstream of 
the railway bridge through to immediately 
downstream of Norfolk Bridge.  Some of the 
gravel and vegetation furthest upstream of 
the railway is being retained to manage the 
impact on aquatic species. 

Works area - Norfolk Bridge 

 

How do we protect the local 
environment? 
We have carried out a detailed site walkover 
and assessment to carefully decide the extent 
of the works that are necessary.  We always 
try and minimise the impact on local habitat.  
These maintenance works are only targeting 
deposition and trees / branches that are 
considered to increase flood risk to the area.  
Deposition and vegetation that are not 
considered to be increasing flood risk will 
remain. 

Each site walkover has considered the 
environmental setting.  Each site is assessed 
and the final scope agreed by flood risk, 
geomorphology, fisheries and biodiversity 
officers.  

How will we do the works? 
All works will be carried out by the 
Environment Agency’s framework contractor 
AmcoGiffen.  These works will be done with 
full consideration towards those who are 
affected, the environment and the health and 
safety of the public and our workforce. 

When will the work take place? 
The in-channel works are programmed for 
September 2020, but the final dates are 
dependent flow in the watercourse and may 
be delayed for safety. 

Who can I contact for further 
information? 
If you require any further information you can 
contact SYPSO@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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