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Keeping you informed 

Fishlake Flood Recovery                                                                June 2020

This newsletter is the first in a series we will be sending 

to you to keep you updated on the progress of the flood 

recovery works in Fishlake, future plans and how these 

may affect you. It is also an opportunity for you to 

contact us with any questions or provide us with any 

useful information to support our recovery works. 

Continuing vital work to protect communities 

during Covid-19 

On behalf of the Environment Agency, we would firstly 

like to reassure you of our commitment to support local 

communities, the Government and NHS England by 

abiding by the measures set by the Government during 

the current COVID-19 outbreak. This is to ensure the 

ongoing safety of both the public, our staff and our 

contractors. 

These current restrictions mean that unfortunately we 

have had to cancel all public meetings. However, work 

to repair the flood defences of Fishlake has been 

identified as essential by the Government and continues 

to remain an ongoing priority for ourselves. 

What has happened since the floods in November? 

The autumn of 2019 was the wettest on record in the 

River Don catchment. In Doncaster around 100 million 

cubic metres of water passed through our gauging 

station between 7 and 14 November (the day when the 

river dropped back to a more normal level) which is 

equivalent to a 6 metre depth of water over an area the 

size of Lake Windermere. The total costs of repairs 

following the floods is expected to be in excess of £12 

million across South Yorkshire. 

Since November, our Asset Performance Team have 

inspected over 3,000 flood defence assets along the 

Rivers Don, Rother, and Aire and ensured a number of 

critical or readily accessible flood defences, including 

those in Fishlake, were repaired to ensure they could 

perform for the duration of the winter  

What is happening next? 

Over the coming months, you will see our staff and 

contractors starting work to carry out investigations, and 

making essential repairs which will enable us to remove 

temporary defences.  

Our staff and contractors will be following advice 

provided by Public Health England and following 

‘Construction Leadership Council Site Operating 

Procedures’. These significant safety measures will 

reduce risk to all.  

Our works will be carried out while maintaining the 

prescribed two metre rule on social distancing. 

Our key priorities are to protect the health, safety and 

well-being of our own staff, the public and the 

businesses and partners we work with. If social 

distancing cannot be maintained, and work cannot be 

done safely it will stop. We therefore ask that you do not 

approach our staff and contractors and direct any 

queries to 03708 506 506 or SYPSO@environment-

agency.gov.uk  

Summary of Works   

At the beginning of this month our Flood Recovery 

Team visited Fishlake with our contractors, Arup and 

Bam Nutall, to carry out visual inspections of all the 

sites affected by the flooding. Further assessments will 

be taking place including land surveys, inspections of 

culverts and ground investigations. We will continue to 

liaise with affected residents, landowners and tenants 

as we plan and commence the works. 

The key locations and a brief description of works can 

be found on page 2.  

As our repair works are not limited to Fishlake, you will 

also see other contractors on flood defences in the 

local area.   

Stay informed:  

Although we are currently unable to provide face to face 
public consultations, we will continue through these 
newsletters and other means, for example our Flood 
Wardens, to keep you informed about the progress of 
these repairs and timescales for the permanent work. 
 
We would ask that any questions come directly to us 

rather than to our contractors on site. If you have any 

questions or would like to receive electronic updates 

from us please contact: 

Email SYPSO@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Telephone 03708 506 506  
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm)
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Brief description and locations of proposed Fishlake works 

 

 


