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Who are we and 

what is our role?



History of Flooding at Bewdley
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Historic River Levels  excededing 3.8mASD at Bewdley River Guage

Decade # of Events

1970 – 1979 3

1980 – 1989 9

1990 – 1999 13

2000 - 2009 14

2010 - 2019 12

2020 – Now 6



Flooding on Severnside



Construction



Scheme Completion

Severnside Completed 2006

Operated 26 times since 2006



Flooding on Kidderminster and Stourport Road



Temporary Barrier Trial

• First Deployment 2006

• Operated 26 Times

• Consultation on Withdrawal in 2014

• Outflanked in 2020 & 2021 and Breached in 
2020

• Lower Standard of Protection than Severnside



Funding for flood risk management schemes

Factors included in Assessment
• Impact on Residential Properties
• Impact on Non-residential 

Properties
• Indirect Losses (Lost Work Days)
• Vehicle damages
• Relocation costs
• Emergency Services Costs
• Mental Health Impacts
• Risk to Life
• Intangible impact (Impact on 

Tourism)
• Impact to property access
• Traffic disruption 
• Road closure costs
• Educational losses



Proposed Scheme



Increasing the Standard of Protection
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Onset of Flooding 4m on Bewdley Gauge

Temporary Barrier Outflanked – 5m on Bewdley Gauge

Feb 2022 - 5.34m on Bewdley Gauge

November 2000 – 5.56 on Bewdley Gauge

1947 – 5.82 on Bewdley Gauge

New Defence Height (22.9mAOD) ~ 6.25m on Bewdley Gauge



Construction challenges -Buried Services



Complex Piling



Construction - Piling



Construction - Piling



Construction – Reinforcement Fixing



Construction - Formwork



Construction - Concreting
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Area 0
S – Oct’23
F – Jun’24

Area 1
Phase 1

S – Nov’23
F – Jan’24

Phase 2
S – May’24
F – Jan’25

Area 2
Phase 1

S – Dec’23
F – Jan’24

Phase 2
S – Oct’24
F – May’25

Area 3
S – Aug’23
F – Jul’24

Area 4
Phase 1

S – Aug’23
F – Jul’24

Area 5
S – Sep’23
F – Mar’24



Engagement

Engagement Type Occurrences

Public Engagement • Virtual Drop-Ins (April 22)

• Public Drop-ins (Oct 22, August 23, June 23)

• Letter Drops

• Planning

• Resident Update Meeting – October 22 & March 23

• Millside Court – Options Review – June 23

Councillors & MP’s • Frequent Councillor Updates – Last update June 23

• Millside Court – Options Review – June 23

Partners • All Partners - 7th October 22

• WCC – Transport Options/Impacts - Dec 22

• WFDC & Historic England - Planning & Heritage – September 22

• Bewdley Town Council – May 23

• Bi Weekly Meeting – Worcester County Highways from 2nd May 22

• STW – Regular Meetings & Ongoing

Landowners • Ongoing Since early 2022

Publicity • Citizen Space

• Newsletters Published March 21, July 21, December 21, July 22, December 22, June 23, 

July 23

• Updates issued via Town Council



Engagement



Planning

• Historic England
• WCC Highways Authority, 
• WFDC Countryside and Parks 

Manager
• Canal and River Trust
• WFDC Arboricultural Officer
• WFDC Conservation Officer
• Bewdley Civic Society
• Parish Council
• North Worcestershire Water 

Management
• WCC Archive and Archaeology 

Service
• Wider Public



Transport Assessment



Managing the Disruption



Traffic Options

Jon Fraser – Highways

Worcestershire County Council 



Traffic Light Option

26



One way out of town
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One way into town
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Questions and thoughts?
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