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1. Introduction
1.1. Introduction to Proposed Scheme
The River Sowy and King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) Enhancements Scheme (the
Proposed Scheme) has been identified as a priority in the Somerset Levels and
Moors 20 Year Flood Action Plan prepared subsequent to the extensive flooding of
the Somerset Levels and Moors (SLM) in the winter of 2013-14. The Sowy and KSD
corridor is in the Somerset Levels and Moors, part of the coastal plain and wetland
area which contains the Parrett catchment. The Sowy and KSD are man-made
embanked flood relief channels, which carry excess water from the Parrett. The
purpose of the River Sowy and King’s Sedgemoor Drain Enhancements Scheme is
to increase the capacity of the Sowy and KSD between Parchey Bridge and Monk’s
Leaze Clyce so a greater volume of water can be stored in the system during heavy
rainfall events, helping alleviate flooding on the SLM.
In August/September 2020 an Environmental Statement (ES) for the Phase 1 of the
Proposed Scheme was consulted upon, and in September 2020 we determined that
in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment Land Drainage
Improvement Works (Amended) Regulations 1999 (SI 1999/1783) the Proposed
Scheme would proceed.
The ES can be found at this weblink: River Sowy & King's Sedgemoor Drain (KSD)
Enhancements Scheme Phase 1: Environmental Statement Consultation -
Environment Agency - Citizen Space (environment-agency.gov.uk). Chapters 1-4 of
the ES provide further information regarding the background to the Proposed
Scheme and consultation undertaken between 2016 and 2020.
It was originally planned that the Proposed Scheme would be completed between
September and early November 2020, however unavoidable delays to programme
due to COVID-19 and poor weather ground conditions on the Somerset Levels
meant that it was not safe to undertake the works at this time. Therefore, we now
propose to complete the works in late summer and autumn 2021, with some minor
changes to the design and construction methodology from the previous proposals
outlined in the ES as set out in Section 1.2 and Section 1.3 of this document.

1.2. Review of changes to the design of the Proposed
Scheme
The Proposed Scheme involves the reprofiling of existing flood embankments along
the Sowy and KSD between Monk’s Leaze Clyce and Parchey Bridge, along with
small-scale channel widening works through the creation of Water Framework
Directive (WFD)2 enhancement features (embayments, two-stage channels and a
backwater).
Proposed changes to the design of the Proposed Scheme as assessed in the ES1

include:

2 Whilst the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC no longer applies within the UK, all measures
identified within the Proposed Scheme are relevant to the Environment (Water Framework Directive)
(England and Wales) Regulations 2017 and are therefore termed ‘WFD enhancement features’ for
consistency with the ES.

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/wessex/river-sowy-and-ksd-enhancements/
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/wessex/river-sowy-and-ksd-enhancements/
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/wessex/river-sowy-and-ksd-enhancements/
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 Material excavated from the channel banks to create the WFD features will be
used to raise the existing informal flood banks if suitable, and if not suitable
landscaped on the landward side of the KSD and Sowy. Previously it was
proposed only landscape material won from channel banks on the landward
side of the flood banks.

 All site won material used for bank raising on KSD will be won from either the
borrow area on the right bank of the KSD, or where suitable from the WFD
enhancement features. The previously proposed borrow area on the left bank
of the KSD will no longer be utilised. Material will be transferred from the
borrow area on the right bank of the KSD to the left bank of the KSD via
tractors with dumper trailers.

 Changes to the landscape design and maintenance period for the WFD
features including:

 Use of plug planting and/or translocation of existing marginal planting
rather than pre-established coir pallets;

 Use of overplanting on margins to reduce the risk of erosion rather than
erosion control matting;

 Reduction of maintenance period to 1 year from 2 years (see Appendix E
Landscape and Mitigation Management Plan (LMMP)); and

 Anti-wildfowl fencing no longer included.
These changes are proposed following a review of the risks and benefits of different
approaches to the establishment of aquatic planting within the local environment and
will provide a more cost effective approach to achieving the desired WFD benefits
than previously proposed.

1.3. Review of changes to the construction methods for the
Proposed Scheme
Changes to the construction methodology for the Proposed Scheme are as follows:

 Construction works will now be completed between August and November
2021, with all earthworks completed before the end of October 2021.
Previously it was proposed to undertake earthworks between September and
November 2020. Riparian planting of the backwater island and on the right
bank of the KSD and Upper Sowy will require access by 4x4 only and will be
completed in early November pending agreement with NE (same seasonal
timescales as previously proposed).

 Land within the construction footprint will be fully reinstated with seeding
completed in autumn 2021 rather than autumn 2020. Land will be returned to
landowners in spring 2023 at earliest (previously spring 2021), as it will be
necessary to wait until vegetation cover is well established before allowing
livestock to graze.

1.4. Need for this Environmental Statement Addendum
This ES addendum has been prepared to provide a mechanism for the review of the
existing ES1 for the River Sowy/KSD Enhancements Scheme: Phase 1 in light of the
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changes to the design and construction methodology set out in Sections 1.2 and 1.3.
Table 1.1 identifies those topic areas where the proposed changes would result in
material changes to the assessment.
Table 1.1 Scope of the ES addendum

ES topic
chapter

Impact of the proposed changes to
design and construction methodology

Scoped into assessment in
the ES addendum?

Construction Operation

Chapter 6
Water

 Increased risks to water quality
associated with in-channel
working during August

 Change in risks to water quality
associated with amended WFD
landscaping proposals

Yes – see
Section 2.1 for
updated
assessment

No

Chapter 7
Flora and
Fauna

 Increased risks resulting from any
changes to water quality
associated with in-channel
working during August

 Risk of disturbance to breeding
birds due to construction works in
August

Yes – see
Section 2.2 for
updated
assessment

No

Chapter 8
Cultural
Heritage

No change No No

Chapter 9
Landscape

No material change – increase in
construction duration from 8 to 12
weeks and changes to design of
WFD features will not alter nature or
magnitude of impacts.

No No

Chapter 10
Population
and Health

No material change - increase in
construction duration from 8 to 12
weeks and new requirement to
transport material between left and
right banks of the KSD via
approximately 66m of Ward Lane at
Parchey Bridge will not alter nature
or magnitude of impacts.

No No

Chapter 11
Noise

No material change – no change in
maximum daily frequency or total
number of vehicles travelling
between the offsite soil storage
location and construction footprint.
There are no sensitive noise
receptors located within 50m of the

No No
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ES topic
chapter

Impact of the proposed changes to
design and construction methodology

Scoped into assessment in
the ES addendum?

Construction Operation
section of Ward Lane at Parchey
Bridge which connects the left and
right banks of the KSD.

Chapter 12
Cumulative
Impacts

Change in timing of works from 2020
to 2021 requires assessment of
potential for cumulative effects with
other developments planned to take
place during 2021 which would not
previously have been assessed.

Yes – see
Section 2.3

Yes – see
Section
2.3

An updated assessment for each of these topic areas (water, flora and fauna and
cumulative effects) is provided in Chapter 2. These updated assessments 2 have
been undertaken in accordance with the methodologies provided in Chapters 5, 6, 7
and 12 of the ES1 (as relevant).
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