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Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Summary

In September 2015 Oxford Archaeology (OA) undertook an archaeological watching
brief during initial geotechnical ground investigations associated with the proposed
Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme (FAS). The work was commissioned by CH2M on
behalf of the Environment Agency (EA).

The  geotechnical  survey  comprises  140  interventions  consisting  of  trial  pits,
augering, window sampling, boreholes and hand dug testpits. The primary purpose
of the watching brief was to record any archaeological remains exposed during the
excavation of trial pits. The results of the watching brief have been incorporated into
the recently updated desk-based assessment of the scheme (OA 2016). 

No archaeological  features or  finds of  significance were located during the work,
apart  from  occasional  sherds  of  medieval  and  post-medieval  pottery  from  the
floodplain meadows between North and South Hinksey. 

Overall minerogenic silt  clay alluvium over gravel was recorded at most locations
averaging 1.0m to 1.5m in thickness, although shallower deposits at 0.50m to 0.70m
were noted, particularly at the western edge of the floodplain between the Hinksey
villages and further south at Sandford. No extensive floodplain peat deposits were
recorded. The gravel surface over much of the route (excluding Sandford) appears
higher than the area around St Aldates and Westgate where laterally extensive later
prehistoric reed swamp deposits have previously been recorded. However, localised
organic units  were noted at  several  locations,  the deepest  and most  complex of
which generally coincide with areas adjacent to current watercourses such as the
Seacourt  and  Hinksey  streams,  reaching  2.5m  to  3.0m  in  depth.  Previous
archaeological  investigations  in  the  region  have  found  that  some  extant
watercourses linked to the main Thames channel may be located within the footprint
of earlier wider silted up channels, perhaps dating back to the end of the last glacial
period  and  beginning  of  the  Holocene  (c 12,000  years)  eg.  the  proto-  Trill  Mill
Stream and proto- St Aldates channel in Oxford City. Thin organic deposits at the
base of the alluvium over Pleistocene gravel were  noted at a few locations on the
general  floodplain  between  North  and  South  Hinksey  (eg.  TP275,  TP278  and
TP225).  These  do  not  appear  to  be  associated  with  current  channels  and were
recorded at shallower depths than described above and may represent ephemeral
floodplain  pools.  Extensive deposits  of  modern made ground were noted around
Redbridge. South of  the Old Abingdon Road these are associated with historical
landfill  sites  where  ground  elevations  have  been  raised  by  2-3m  above  the
floodplain surface.
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Groundwater Monitoring (BGS/EA)



FRM Hydrogeological Review

.

FRM Geoarchaeological Assessment



Route Geology Assessment



Table 1:  Summary of interventions carried out for the 2015 geotechnical ground investigation
divided by the areas as outlined in the route options (CH2M 2015) 
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3.2   Area summaries

Area 1: Botley Road (Fig.2)

Area 2: Botley Road to Willow Walk (Fig. 3)



Area 3: Willow Walk to South Hinksey (Fig. 4)

Area 4: Redbridge (Fig. 5)
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Area 5: Sandford North (Fig. 7)

Area 6: Sandford South (Fig. 8)

Area 7: Weirs Mill Stream (Fig. 6)
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 9: Plot showing modelled top of gravel surfaceContains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2015
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Figure 10: Plot showing modelled thickness of made groundContains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016
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