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	Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme: Breeding Birds
	1.0 Background
	2.0 Methodology
	3.0 Legislation
	Undertaking an activity which could result in damage to any nest, or any form of disturbance for Schedule 1 breeding birds, may constitute an offence. Natural England is empowered to issue a licence permitting potentially damaging or disturbing activi...
	4.0 Results
	The attached maps, received from Hazelwood Conservation, display the probable breeding ranges mapped using the information collected during the surveys of 2017. Each map represents a single species. Transects were consistent, and repeated, throughout ...
	5.0 Discussion

	A total of 65 species were recorded throughout the sixty transects, surveyed between April and July of 2017. Fifteen of those species were recorded in over half of the total transects. These were, unsurprisingly, the common species with a varied diet ...
	Almost all of the red and amber species which have proposed mitigation are those which are associated with either edge habitat or free-standing scrub, the exception being house sparrows and kestrels. Due to the clearance required during the constructi...
	These are, however, considered to be temporary disturbances to breeding birds as they will not continue into the operation of the scheme. The planned increase of wetland areas, and associated planting, along with enhanced planted woodland and hedgerow...
	Newly planted trees within the scheme will not, immediately, be suitable for nesting birds as many require holes or cracks to establish new nests within. Without mitigation, this might have an impact upon breeding birds for decades into operation (onc...
	6.0 Mitigation

	Proposals for mitigation are suggested below to inform the OFAS Avian Mitigation Strategy. These proposals aim to reduce and/or avoid potential adverse impacts on breeding birds that could result following commencement of site preparation and construc...
	 Principles for Mitigation Design
	 Other bird species
	7.0 Conclusion

	This technical note has mapped probable breeding territories throughout the OFAS, of red and amber listed birds of conservation concern, during the breeding season of 2017. There were a number of breeding ranges were recorded throughout the entire sch...
	Subject to the recommendations set out above in relation to avoiding or mitigating impacts to breeding birds, it is considered that the OFAS can be implemented without significant adverse ecological impacts, will not be detrimental to the conservation...
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