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1 Introduction 
1.1 Background 

JBA Consulting was commissioned by the Environment Agency (EA) to undertake a River Habitat 
and River Corridor surveys as part of the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme (FAS) on the outskirts 
of the City. There are no specific development plans yet and therefore this commission is intended 
to highlight the likely geomorphological constraints to development and/or scope for enhancements 
to the surveyed watercourses.  

The aim of this report is to present the findings of the River Habitat and River Corridor surveys along 
the surveyed reaches (as shown in Figure 1-1, overleaf). The findings will feed into the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD) Assessment and Environmental Statement for the Oxford Flood 
Alleviation Scheme, which are due to be written Summer 2017. 

1.2 Site Location 
The surveyed area of Oxford is located on the outskirts of the City and follows a number of 
watercourses (including: Wytham Stream, Bulstake Stream, Hinksey Stream, Hogacre Ditch, 
Eastwyke Ditch, Weirs Mill Stream and Hinksey Stream) flowing west of Oxford, Oxfordshire (see 
Figure 1-1). 

Each of these watercourses is a tributary of the River Thames. They are surrounded by an 
agricultural landscape fringed with smaller settlements/suburbia. Notable sites nearby include 
Oxford Meadows Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Wytham woods Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) to the North and Iffley Meadows SSSI to the South of the survey area. 
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Figure 1-1: Location of surveyed extent at Oxford 
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2 Methodology 
2.1 Overview 

As per Figure 1-1, the relevant sections of the surveyed reach were assessed using either the River 
Habitat or River Corridor methodology or both. Both surveys were undertaken between 15-19th May 
by an EA Accredited River Habitat Surveyor and an experienced ecologist.  

2.2 River Habitat Survey 
A 500m section of river was identified within each 'River Habitat Survey' area, as dictated by the 
Environment Agency. For each 500m section, ten evenly spaced spot checks were made focusing 
on the channel and banks with wider observations of the surrounding geomorphology.  

Features recorded include:  

• floodplain features,  
• valley shape,  
• hydrology,  
• vegetation character,  
• channel modifications,  
• channel substrate, l 
• and-use(s),  
• Geomorphological features including point bars (and whether these were vegetated), riffles, 

artificial features, pools, channel height, depth and width.  
The presence/absence/number and extent of these features was recorded within a 500m length. 
Any additional features, not included in the spot checks, were recorded in a 'sweep up' assessment' 
at the end. The location of the start of each 500m reach was accurately recorded using a GPS 
device and an overview of each section is presented in Appendix B.1. Any rare features were also 
highlighted. The survey was conducted by an accredited surveyor (Environment Agency, 2003). 

2.3 River Corridor Survey 
The River Corridor Survey divided all sections of the survey area into approximately 500m sections, 
which were then individually mapped. An overview of map of survey sections is presented in 
Appendix A.1. The following features and their relative positions were recorded on pre-prepared 
survey maps. Features were sub-divided into the following: 

• aquatic zone,  
• marginal zone,  
• bank zone and  
• adjacent land zone; characterised by habitat types and land use. 

Where plant communities were identified, individual species were named, and highlighted where 
rare or problematic (this is especially important in habitat linked to the river e.g. fen).  

The adjacent land zone was mapped to the JNCC Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 
2010). For each survey section, a cross-section of the channel was sketched, showing depth of 
water etc. Likewise, for every survey section, dominant species for each zone were recorded 
(National Rivers Authority, 1992). Photographs were used to support these observations (Appendix 
C.1). 

Any signs of protected, notable and/or non-native species were also recorded. 

2.3.1 Survey Limitations 
Some areas were difficult to access due to dense vegetation cover and the presence of temporary 
camp sites.  

During the survey period, there was one day of heavy rainfall which made water levels, 
geomorphological features and macrophytes species difficult to identify and assess.  
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3 Results 
3.1 General  

The survey sections were not assessed from any particular bank, but where access was possible. 
It was possible in many cases to map features and land use adjacent to the opposite banks from 
the surveyed bank. 

The results are presented in Figures 3-1 to 3-26 and annotated with standard symbols and 
definitions of features as they appear in Chapter 7; Volume II Appendix 7.7 (Standard RCS symbols) 
and 7.8 (Standard RCS Definitions of Features), which are given in Appendix A.2. 

3.1.1 Habitat Description: Wytham and Seacourt Stream 
The upper section of the watercourse contained a moderate flow at the time of the survey. The 
channel is predominantly straight, approximately 9m wide from banktop to banktop and lacks any 
significant geomorphological changes or diversity. No features such as riffles, pools, or vegetated 
islands were recorded. The banks are incised in the upper sections and the bank toe is noticeably 
bare. The banks are heavily shaded with Crack-willow Salix fragilis being the most dominant tree 
species present. Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and Black Poplar Populus nigra ssp. are also 
present in this reach. 

The understory flora is dominated by extensive stands of Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera 
interspersed with Nettle Urtica dioica, Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius, Yellow Iris Iris 
pseudoacorus, Comfrey Symphytum officinale and Burdock Arctium lappa.  

Macrophytic vegetation consisted of Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, Common Reed 
Phragmites australis, Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum and Unbranched Bur-reed 
Sparganium emersum with stands of Club rush Schoenoplectus lacustris and occasional Water Mint 
Mentha aquatica.  

The wider landscape on the western side of the watercourse is mainly arable with hedgerow 
boundaries. The eastern side of the watercourse is primarily grassland meadows with sedge beds 
along drainage ditches.  

A Badger Meles meles sett and latrine was recorded within this survey area. Numerous Banded 
Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens were also recorded. 

The lower section of the watercourse (below Botley Road Bridge) comprises reinforced banks lined 
with scrub vegetation containing Crack-willow, Ash Fraxinus excelsior and Alder Alnus glutinosa. 
Within the channel, Yellow Water-lily Nuphar lutea and Unbranched Bur-reed are abundant, with 
Nettle and Himalayan Balsam still present on the banks. Marginal vegetation comprises Water 
Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus, Bittersweet nightshade 
Solanum dulcamara and Comfrey.  

3.1.2 Habitat Description: Botley Stream 
Botley Stream diverges from Wytham Stream and is similar geomorphologically. The channel is 
approximately 9m wide from banktop to banktop with a water depth of up to 1m. The flow was 
moderate at the time of the survey. No features such as riffles, pools, or vegetated islands were 
recorded. The banks were not heavily shaded but occasional trees and scrub were present on the 
banktop, mainly Crack-willow, Hawthorn and Dog-rose Rosa canina. The northernmost section of 
the watercourse only is shaded by overhanging Crack-willow and Hawthorn.  

There is active erosion present occasionally, with bare steep banks present, some of which have 
subsided and re-vegetated. Dredging debris were noted adjacent to a Golf Course with occasional 
stands of Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica recorded.  Areas of the watercourse are embanked 
and colonised by ruderal and scrub species such as Bramble Rubus fruticosus, Nettle, Broad-leaved 
Dock, Cleavers Galium aparine, Hops Humulus sp. and Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum. 

Further along Botley Stream, towards Botley itself, the watercourse becomes more shaded by 
treelines. Yellow Water-lily is still present within the channel; however, the banks are reinforced 
within this section of the reach behind the housing and supermarket.  

Macrophytic vegetation recorded in this reach includes Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea, 
and Reed Sweet-grass within the watercourse margins with Yellow Water-lily present in the channel.   
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The wider landscape on the western side of the watercourse is primarily grassland meadows, whilst 
the eastern side of the watercourse is in amenity use.  

Other protected species recorded include, Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus, Swallow Hirundo rustica, 
Blackbird Turdus merula, Wren Troglodytes troglodytes, Mallard Anas platyrhynchos, Perch Perca 
fluviatilis and Trout Trutta sp.  

3.1.3 Habitat Description: Bulstake Stream 
Bulstake Stream is approximately 13m wide from banktop to banktop and was approximately 1.5m 
deep at the time of the survey with a moderate flow. The channel is not geomorphologically diverse 
but the watercourse throughout this section does meander. A large pool is located on one meander 
which provides additional refuge for fish species due to the presence of exposed tree roots, 
overhanging vegetation and slower flowing water. The substrate is silty in the upper sections with 
sandy gravels present in the lower sections. The banks are heavily incised in places with an 
exposed bank toe, or defunct toe piling, present for large stretches. The bankside vegetation is 
dominated by Nettle, Cleavers, Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata, Burdock and Common Hogweed 
Heracleum sphondylium.  

The uppermost sections of Bulstake Steam are characterised by reinforced banks in relation to 
housing. Urban debris are also a feature of this watercourse reach. The banktops are vegetated 
with mature treelines for much of the reach with Crack-willow, Hawthorn, Dogwood Cornus 
sanguinea, Field Maple Acer campestre and Alder present.   

In-channel and marginal vegetation comprises of Reed Sweet-grass, Branched Bur-reed, Club 
Rush, Yellow Water-lily and Bottle Sedge Carex rostrata. One stand of Hemlock Water Dropwort 
Oenanthe crocata was also recorded. 

Himalayan Balsam is present within this reach on both banks. 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis was recorded in this reach.  

3.1.4 Habitat Description: Hinksey Stream (from North Hinksey to Railway)  
Hinksey Stream is a relatively straight watercourse and contains occasional meanders. The channel 
is not geomorphologically diverse but a small riffle section was recorded. No other features such as 
pools, or vegetated islands were recorded. The watercourse is approximately 10m wide from 
banktop to banktop and contained a moderate flow at the time of the survey. 

The upper section of Hinksey Stream is located within grassland fields, some of which are managed 
meadows, others are grazed. The bankside vegetation comprises of a combination of scrub and 
mature trees, with ruderal vegetation. Species present include Nettle, Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare, 
Hard Rush Juncus Inflexus, and Bramble.  

The lower section of Hinksey Stream, towards the railway, is more shaded in places by a Willow 
dominated canopy containing occasional Poplar Populus spp.. The watercourse in the lower 
reaches is wider with lower graded banks, which are almost berm-like. Marginal species present 
include Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, Bottle Sedge, Common Reed, Bitter Nightshade, 
Brooklime Veronica beccabunga and occasional Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria. 

In-channel and marginal species recorded across the reach include Common Water Starwort 
Callitriche stagnalis, Branched Bur-reed, Floating Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans, Club Rush and 
occasional Water Forget-me-not, Reed Sweet-grass and Water Mint.  The green algae, Cladophora 
sp. was also recorded. 

Himalayan Balsam is present throughout the reach and a raft of Ornamental Lily was also recorded.  

Evidence of Otter Lutra lutra in the form of a spraint was recorded in this reach.  

3.1.5 Habitat Description: Hinksey Stream (from Railway to Thames) 
Hinksey Stream, from the railway through Cold Harbour, is reinforced across large stretches as it 
flows immediately adjacent to housing and infrastructure. Consequently, the watercourse is 
narrower.  The watercourse is trapezoidal in nature, and is heavily shaded in places, predominantly 
by Crack-willow.  

In-channel vegetation comprises of Various-leaved Water Starwort Callitriche platycarpa, Common 
Water Starwort, Duckweed Lemna minor, Yellow Flag Iris, Water Mint and Yellow Water-lily. Rafts 
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of filamentous algae were also noted. Marginal species include Bottle Sedge, Reed Sweet-grass, 
Fool’s Watercress Apium nodiflorum, Meadowsweet and Water Forget-me-not. 

The banks were dominated by ruderal species including Nettle, Bramble, Garlic Mustard, Great 
Willowherb and Cleaver.  

Occasional Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus was recorded and Himalayan Balsam is still present 
in this reach. 

3.1.6 Habitat Description: Hogacre Ditch  
The upper section of Hogacre Ditch was dry at the time of the survey. However, the ditch became 
wetter but with minimal flow towards the rail line. The upper sections of the ditch are heavily shaded 
and are dominated by Himalayan Balsam along the understory.  

The watercourse towards the rail line is heavily shaded with little in-channel vegetation present. The 
banks comprise of ruderal species and areas of the drain which were not shaded were instead 
choked by Common Reed.  
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3.2 RCS Survey Sections  

3.2.1 RCS Section 1: Wytham / Seacourt Stream SP487074 - SP490070  
The watercourse in Section 1 had sandy substrate riverbed material and the aquatic zone was not 
considered to be species-rich in this section. Only occasional Club Rush Schoenoplectus lacustris 
stands were recorded and Yellow Water-lily Nuphar lutea was considered to be rare in Section 1. 

The surrounding land use was mainly pasture (permanent grassland fields which are grazed). The 
left bank in particular was heavily tree-lined by mature Crack-willow Salix fragilis trees, some of 
which are overhanging the watercourse. Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera is present in the 
understory of the left bank, with other ruderal species including Common Nettle Urtica dioica, 
Common Comfrey Symphytum officinale and Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus also present. 

The right bank supported a dense stand of the invasive non-native species Himalayan Balsam and 
lacks tree cover in this section. Other species present on the bank included Reed Canary-grass 
Phalaris arundinacea and Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara. The watercourse appeared to have 
been dredged historically and therefore the right bank is now an embankment. The embankment 
had slipped and was eroding in places. Consequently, along the right bank there was no marginal 
vegetation present. 

The surrounding fields on both banks were divided by fencelines and hedgerows comprising of 
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with Bramble Rubus fruticosus. On the left bank, hedgerows also 
contained trees including Crack-willow and Black Poplar Populus nigra. The surrounding area also 
contained numerous drainage ditches. These were dry at the time of the survey.  
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Figure 3-1: RCS Section 1 (SP487074 - SP490070) 
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3.2.2 RCS Section 2: Wytham / Seacourt Stream SP490070 - SP492066 & SP492068 
The aquatic zone within Section 2 contained stands of reedbed with Club Rush, Unbranched Bur-
reed Sparganium emersum, Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima and Common Reed. These 
species occurred in stands together throughout the reach, although occasional single-species 
stands of Branched Bur-reed and Common Reed were also present. The marginal zone within this 
lower part of Section 2 was lined with Reed Sweet-grass, which was encroaching into the channel 
in places. Yellow Water-lily and Water Mint Mentha aquatica, were present but rare in abundance. 
The substrate throughout this section was a combination of sand and mud.  

The bank zone on the left bank was dominated by a mature treeline of Crack-willow, which were 
noted to be occasionally overhanging the watercourse. The understory was comprised 
predominantly of ruderal species including Common Nettle, Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris, 
Cleavers Galium aparine, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens and Cow Parsley Anthriscus 
sylvestris. Greater Pond Sedge Carex riparia and Yellow Iris were also occasionally present on the 
left bank.  

The right bank was heavily colonised by the invasive, non-native species Himalayan Balsam and 
lacks tree cover in this section with only sporadic Hawthorn bushes present. Other species present 
on the right bank included Common Nettle (which is dominant), Bittersweet and Common Reed. 
The right bank was still embanked within the first third of this section, where the watercourse has 
been straightened. The banks here were considered good habitat for Water Vole. 

Himalayan Balsam was abundant within the marginal and bank zone on both banks of the 
watercourse in this section.  

Botley Stream diverges from the main watercourse at SP 49192 06848. The stream had a high 
earth bank on the right bank initially, however both banks were then subsequently dominated by 
mature Crack-willow cover, with exposed roots and a ruderal understory to SP492068. 

The adjacent land use on the left bank consisted of semi-improved grassland fields which are 
periodically grazed. The land use adjacent to the right bank was arable with fences and occasional 
sub-mature Hawthorn with saplings present. 
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Figure 3-2: RCS Section 2 (SP490070 - SP492066 & SP492068) 
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3.2.3 RCS Section 3: Wytham / Seacourt Stream SP492066 - SP490062 
The aquatic zone within Section 3 contained several stands of Club Rush and Reed-Sweet-grass 
within the channel. The marginal zone within this upper part of Section 3, was lined with Reed 
Sweet-grass. Towards the A420 road bridge, Yellow Water-lily and Unbranched Bur-reed became 
increasingly dominant with Gipsywort Lycopus europeaus and Water Forget-me-not Myosotis 
scorpioides present after the bridge. Large stands of Reed Sweet-grass were also dominant after 
the road bridge on the right bank.  

The right bank was heavily treelined with mature Crack-willow and occasional Hawthorn for 
approximately 200m from SP492066. The surrounding land use on the right bank was urban with 
many buildings and a carpark present in the vicinity of the watercourse.  Where the land was open 
on this side of the watercourse, it was dominated by ruderal species and scattered Bramble scrub. 
Before the A420 road bridge, the land use was dominated by an area of Hawthorn scrub, ruderal 
vegetation and broadleaved woodland areas comprising of Crack-willow and Hawthorn. After the 
road bridge, wooded areas consisted of Crack-willow, Alder Alnus glutinosa, and Horse Chestnut 
Aesculus hippocastanum with improved, amenity grassland habitats.  

The left bank of the watercourse was open in the upper sections as the surrounding land use was 
arable. Towards the road bridge, the land use changed and the banks were dominated by Hawthorn 
and Crack-willow. The wider area contained intact Hawthorn hedges. After the road bridge, there 
was an industrial estate located on the left bank. The bankside habitat was much reduced with 
overhanging trees (Crack-willow and Silver Birch Betula pendula) and tall ruderal vegetation 
present.  
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Figure 3-3: RCS Section 3 (SP492066 - SP490062) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 12 

 

3.2.4 RCS Section 4: Botley Stream SP 492068 - SP494065 
Within the aquatic zone of Section 4, there were several large Reed Sweet-grass beds present and 
smaller areas covered by submerged Yellow Water-lily. Occasional Unbranched Bur-reed and 
Common Reed were also present.  

The right bank was fenced along the banktop which separates it from the managed hay meadow 
and driving range. Species present on the bank included occasional scrub and singular mature 
trees. Crab Apple Malus sylvestris, Hawthorn, Crack-willow, Bramble and Dog-rose Rosa canina 
were all present. Ruderal species recorded include Common Nettle, Broad-leaved Dock, Great 
Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, Cleavers and Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. Hops Humulus 
lupulus is present in rare abundance. A drainage ditch connects to the right bank. However, this 
was dry at the time of the survey and was heavily shaded by pollarded Crack-willow.  

The adjacent land use to the left bank was grazed, semi-improved grassland, which is divided by a 
defunct hedgerow. Within the bank zone, scattered Hawthorn and Crack-willow were present within 
the northern extent of the section. The bank then became heavily eroded on the meander and an 
exposed cliff remains. The left bank was higher than the right bank and not as stable, with numerous 
subsidised areas.  The riparian margin on the bank top was large and was dominated by ruderal 
species such as Common Nettle, Great Willowherb and Cleavers. Occasional Common Reed and 
Reed Canary-grass were present along the left bank, as well as Crack-willow saplings. Towards the 
end of the section, the left bank was dominated by Crack-willow trees with dense Bramble in places.   

Two stands of the invasive non-native species Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica were present 
within Section 4. One was located on the right bank at approximately SP 49374 06778 near to a 
spoil heap and the other was located on the left bank at approximately SP 49365 06736.  
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Figure 3-4: RCS Section 4 (SP 492068 - SP494065) 
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3.2.5 RCS Section 5: Botley Stream - SP494065 - SP495064 
The aquatic zone within Section 5 was not very diverse or dense in coverage and comprised Reed 
Sweet-grass, Branched Bur-reed and Yellow Water-lily.  

The bank zone on the left bank was dominated by Crack-willow of varying maturity, with an 
understory comprised of Cow Parsley, Common Nettle, Creeping Buttercup, Broad-leaved Dock 
with occasional Reed Sweet-grass and Water Forget-me-not along the bank toe.  The left bank was 
fenced in places. The adjacent land use on the left bank was grazed, semi-improved grasslands, a 
hay meadow and allotments.  

The right bank was fenced and has a small riparian margin. Multi-stemmed Crack-willow and 
Hawthorn were present sporadically throughout the Section until the southern extent, where 
woodland becomes dominant both along the bank and within adjacent land parcels. The bank was 
vegetated by species such as occasional Common Reed, Common Nettle and Water Forget-me-
not, with Branched Bur-reed along the toe. 
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Figure 3-5 RCS Section 5: (SP494065 - SP495064) 
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3.2.6 RCS Section 6: Botley Stream - SP495064 - SP497060  
Section 6 covers the confluence of Botley and Bulstake Streams. The confluence area was 
dominated by Crack-willow woodland (many of which are overhanging), with a ruderal understory. 
The adjacent land use to both banks was urban with buildings, private gardens and roads. A brick-
built, twin-span road bridge was located across Bulstake Stream in this section and was surrounded 
by numerous outfalls. Both river banks have been heavily modified to the north of the bridge with 
concrete retaining walls, leaving areas of exposed bare bank.  To the south of the bridge, numerous 
areas woody debris and garden spoil were recorded within the watercourse. The river banks were 
reinforced behind the houses. The substrate reflects the urban location of this section, with bricks 
and debris covered by silt recorded in the watercourse. 

The aquatic zone in this section contained submerged Yellow Water-lily, Reed Sweet-grass, Water 
Forget-me-not and Water-cress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum. These species were located 
sporadically within the channel and on a small berm directly to the north of the bridge. 

To the north of the bridge the right bank had a limited marginal and bank zone due to the urban 
location. Tree species present included Horse Chestnut, Poplar saplings, Alder and Crack-willow, 
with tall herbs including Common Nettle, Great Willowherb and extensive Himalayan Balsam cover.  
The right bank on the southern side of the bridge was dominated by Crack-willow treelines with 
occasional Hawthorn behind the houses.  

The left bank marginal and bank vegetation was also limited, with overhanging trees present from 
gardens, including Beech Fagus sylvatica, Horse Chestnut, Hawthorn and Crack-willow. Himalayan 
Balsam and Japanese Knotweed were recorded in this section. Japanese Knotweed was located 
at approximately SP 49703 06248, to the north of the bridge. Common Nettle and Reed Sweet-
grass were also present in limited marginal understory.  
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Figure 3-6: RCS Section 6 (SP495064 - SP497060) 
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3.2.7 RCS Section 7: Bulstake Stream SP497060 - SP499054 
Within the aquatic zone of Section 7, submerged Yellow Water-lily, Reed Sweet-grass beds, Club 
Rush beds and Yellow Iris were all present.  One small stand of Water-dropwort Oenanthe sp. was 
noted. The invasive species Zebra Mussel Dreissena polymorpha was recorded within the channel. 
Urban debris in the form of tyres and general rubbish were recorded in the channel.  

Numerous trees were present on the right bank including Ash, Field Maple Acer campestre, Crack-
willow and Alder. Between the two footbridges, the Field Maple treeline was set back and the banks 
had a small berm. The understory vegetation was dominated by Himalayan Balsam and Common 
Nettle, Red Campion Silene dioica, Cleavers, Common Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium, Broad-
leaved Dock and Burdock Articum sp., with occasional Great Willowherb.  

The left bank zone was dominated by Crack-willow woodland initially, with occasional Alder and 
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea trees also present. Himalayan Balsam was dominant in the understory 
on the right bank. The right bank became less densely-vegetated after the second footbridge and 
ruderal vegetation cover included Common Nettle, Himalayan Balsam and Great Willowherb. The 
marginal zone was eroding in places with bare bank cliffs present as well as defunct wooden toe 
piling.  

The adjacent land use was mainly grassland fields, with improved grassland to the right bank and 
semi-improved grassland fields, with some urban areas, adjacent to the left bank. 
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Figure 3-7: RCS Section 7 (SP497060 - SP499054) 
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3.2.8 RCS Section 8 Wytham / Seacourt Stream - SP490062 - SP492057 
The aquatic zone within Section 8 was heavily shaded from the left bank and consequently only 
sporadic small stands of Water Forget-me-not, Branched Bur-reed and Spiked Water-milfoil 
Myriophyllum spicatum were recorded. Garden escapees Waterleaf Hydrophyllum sp. and 
Periwinkle Vinca sp. were recorded in the watercourse by the allotments. Trout were also recorded 
in the channel. 

The left bank marginal vegetation was dominated by Great Willowherb, Pendulous Sedge Carex 
pendula and Branched Bur-reed. Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria occurred sporadically. 
Common Nettle, Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, Broad-leaved Dock, Garlic Mustard Alliaria 
petiolata and Cleavers were all present on the left bank top. The banks were shaded by a dense 
tree line of Crack-willow, Alder, Silver Birch with occasional Bramble. The surrounding land use 
from the left bank was short improved (amenity) grassland. 

The right bank was heavily modified as the immediate land use is urban with an industrial estate, 
housing and allotments all in close proximity to the watercourse. Consequently, several outfalls 
were noted on the right bank. Some trees were present on the bank top including Crack-willow and 
Hawthorn. However, little bankside and marginal vegetation was present on the right bank as it was 
reinforced in places, or was a vertical, bare bank lacking vegetation cover.  
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Figure 3-8: RCS Section 8 (SP490062 - SP492057) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 22 

 

3.2.9 RCS Section 9 Wytham / Seacourt Stream - SP492057 - SP497054 
A small brick built bridge which carries a track over the river is located in the middle of Section 9. 
The right bank on the downstream side of the bridge has been reinforced. A small footbridge is 
located further downstream at approximately SP 49649 05499 and forms part of a public footpath.  
During the surveys, only several small stands of Water Forget-me-not and Reed Sweet-grass were 
present within the aquatic zone of Section 9, with submerged Yellow Water-lily only recorded on the 
downstream side of the bridge.  At the southernmost part of Section 9, Wytham / Seacourt Stream 
joins Hinksey Stream. 

The left bank of Section 9 was heavily shaded, mostly by Crack-willow. Other species present 
included Alder, Hawthorn, Ash and Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. The bank top ground-flora in 
this section was dominated by Himalayan Balsam, with other common ruderal species present 
including Common Nettle, Broad-leaved Dock, Creeping Buttercup, Cleavers, Wild Angelica and 
Great Willowherb.  

The left bank was surrounded by a large area of publicly-accessible semi-improved grassland, with 
mature treelines of Crack-willow present along paths and tracks in the wider vicinity. Several smaller 
fenced fields used for horse and cattle grazing were adjacent to the left bank and were species-
poor semi-improved, or improved, grassland. The smaller fields contained Hawthorn hedgerows 
with trees. These fields were fenced off from the river, except for a cattle drink located at 
approximately SP 49619 05506.  

The right bank was less shaded than the left, with mature planted Crack-willow located on the bank 
top. The wider land use adjacent to the right bank was urban with houses, private gardens and other 
buildings backing on to the river. There was a small area of marshy grasslands to the north of the 
bridge. The vegetation within the bank zone on the left bank was dominated by Himalayan Balsam. 
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Figure 3-9: RCS Section 9 (SP492057 - SP497054) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 24 

 

3.2.10 RCS Section 10: Hinksey Stream SP497054 - SP501051 
Within the aquatic zone of Section 10, Yellow Water-lily was recorded and a large Bulrush Typha 
latifolia reedbed which is blocking the channel. Sporadic Branched Bur-reed and Reed-Sweet grass 
were recorded along the river margins, but not in abundance. Upstream of the reedbed, a riffle was 
present, close to a small footbridge located at approximately SP 49735 05374. 

The left bank was relatively open, with only a few trees present, including Crack-willow and 
Hawthorn, along the majority of the section. The upstream extent was heavily wooded by Crack-
willow. Both Crack-willow and Hawthorn saplings were noted along the bank top throughout the 
section. Himalayan Balsam was abundant on the left bank, with Common Nettle and Broad-leaved 
Dock regularly recorded.   

The right bank was tree-lined along the upstream extent to the footbridge and downstream of the 
meander with overhanging Crack-willow.  Himalayan Balsam was also present on the right bank. 
The wider land use adjacent to the right bank included improved and semi-improved grassland fields 
intersected by small drainage ditches.  
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Figure 3-10: RCS Section 10 (SP497054 - SP501051 Hinksey Stream) 
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3.2.11 RCS Section 11: Hinksey Stream SP501051 - SP505050 
Trees and scrub were present along the left bank with Crack-willow and Hawthorn being the most 
dominant tree species. Goat Willow Salix caprea and Sycamore were also present. Scrub species 
recorded include Guelder-rose Viburnum opulus, Blackthorn Prunus spinosa and Dog-rose. Both 
Crack-willow and Hawthorn saplings were noted along the bank top throughout the section.  

The right bank was heavily tree-lined with overhanging Crack-willow and occasional Hawthorn. The 
wider land use adjacent to the right bank includes improved and semi-improved grassland fields 
intersected by intact Hawthorn hedgerows. The fields are used for sheep grazing and are fenced. 
A single span track bridge crosses the river at approximately SP 50549 05094. 

Within the aquatic zone of Section 11, Yellow Water-lily, Water Mint and Water Forget-me-not were 
recorded. 
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Figure 3-11: RCS Section 11 (SP501051 - SP505050) 
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3.2.12 RCS Section 12: Hinksey Stream SP50500 - SP508047 
A single span track bridge crosses the river at approximately SP 50549 05094, which is located at 
the start of Section 12. A large pipe crosses above the watercourse at approximately SP 50753 
05014. 

Vegetation present in the aquatic zone of Section 12 included Branched Bur-reed and Unbrached 
Bur-reed with several large areas colonised by Yellow Water-lily and Common Water-starwort 
Callitriche stagnalis. Downstream, Yellow Iris dominates the aquatic and left bank marginal zone.  

The right bank was open with bank zone vegetation comprising of Common Nettle, Wild Angelica, 
Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare, White Clover Trifolium repens and Hard Rush Juncus infelxus. The 
surrounding land use adjacent to the right bank was semi-improved grassland, which was divided 
by a flowing drainage ditch which joins the watercourse at SP 50775 04995. The drainage ditch was 
overshaded by Ash, Guelder-rose and Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur. 

The left bank was dominated by Crack-willow woodland with occasional Hawthorn present. 
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Figure 3-12: RCS Section 12 (SP50500 - SP508047) 
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3.2.13 RCS Section 13: Hinksey Stream SP509047 - SP512043 
Two bridges are located within Section 13, one of which carries a track over the river at 
approximately SP 51002 04675. A large pipe crosses above the watercourse upstream of the track 
bridge at SP 50988 04718. The other is a footbridge which is located further downstream at 
approximately SP 51190 04457 forms part of a public footpath. During the surveys numerous large 
stands of Yellow Water-lily, Water Mint, Club Rush, Reed Sweet-grass, Floating Sweet-grass and 
Branched Bur-reed were present in-channel. Within some of these stands, Yellow Iris and Common 
reed were also present.  

The upstream left bank of Section 13 was tree-lined by a combination of Crack-willow and Hawthorn 
up to the track bridge. Downstream of the track bridge the left bank vegetation was dominated by 
ruderal and wetland species with occasional trees. Species recorded on the left bank included 
Purple Loosestrife, Hard Rush, Creeping Buttercup, Spear Thistle, Pendulous Sedge, Bittersweet 
and Reed Sweet-grass. After the footbridge, the downstream reach of Section 13, Common Nettle, 
Bramble and Broad-leaved Dock were increasingly common under the broad-leaved woodland 
canopy. Crack-willow and Black Poplar were present within the large woodland.  

The right bank was less shaded than the left, with Hawthorn present as single trees, or small areas 
of dense scrub alongside the watercourse. The bank and marginal zone was dominated by 
reedbeds of Common Reed, Reed-sweet Grass and Club Rush. Other species colonising the berm 
structure of the banks included Meadowsweet, Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera, Great 
Willowherb Soft Rush Juncus effusus, Bottle Sedge, Brooklime Veronica beccabunga and Water 
Forget-me-not.  

The surrounding land use adjacent to the right bank was semi-improved grassland fields which are 
used for sheep grazing.  
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Figure 3-13: RCS Section 13 (SP509047 - SP512043) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 32 

 

3.2.14 RCS Section 14: Bulstake Stream SP498054 - SP502055 
A single span track bridge crosses the river at approximately SP 50137 05488, which was located 
in the middle of Section 14 and connects a public footpath. A wooded area surrounded the bridge, 
both up and downstream and on both banks. The area was dominated by Crack-willow and 
occasional Hawthorn. The understory on the left bank is scrub dominated by Hawthorn and 
Bramble, whereas the right bank has an understory of Himalayan Balsam.  

Upstream of the bridge, the right bank zone was mainly treelines with areas of ruderal vegetation. 
The upstream left bank has lower tree cover and was dominated by tall ruderal vegetation with 
Common Nettle being the dominant species. The wider land use surrounding the upstream area of 
the bridge was semi-improved grassland fields. 

Downstream of the bridge, the land use adjacent to the left bank was constrained by the presence 
of a large industrial estate. The main habitat was improved grassland. This was managed to the 
bank top, resulting in a narrow riparian zone. The right bank, was heavily shaded with overhanging 
Crack-willow. 

Within Section 14, in-channel vegetation was only recorded downstream of the bridge. Species 
present included Yellow Water-lily and several small Reed Sweet-grass beds, located in the right 
bank marginal zone.  
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Figure 3-14: RCS Section 14 (SP498054 - SP502055) 
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3.2.15 RCS Section 15: Bulstake Stream SP502055 - SP506056 
A footbridge was located at the most downstream extent of Section 15, where Bulstake Stream joins 
the River Thames at approximately SP 50676 05609. 

Vegetation present in the aquatic zone was minimal with Yellow Water-lily the only species 
recorded. Within the marginal zone several large Reed Sweet-grass beds were present along the 
left bank, as the bank has a berm structure.    

The left bank was urbanised by a large industrial estate, which was surrounded by a fence, low 
walls, with a mature, dense tree line located on the bank top. The bank zone of the left bank was 
dominated by Himalayan Balsam.  

The right bank was adjacent to semi-improved grassland fields. Along the bank, treelines and 
wooded areas were present. Towards the footbridge and Thames confluence, the treeline becomes 
a planted broadleaved woodland with Crack-willow, Ash and Weeping Willow Salix babylonica. The 
understory contained Himalayan Balsam. Common Liverwort Marchantia polymorpha was present 
on the left bank marginal zone. 
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Figure 3-15: RCS Section 15 (SP502055 - SP506056) 
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3.2.16 RCS Section 16: Hogacre Ditch SP499056 - SP503151 
This section of Hogacre Ditch at the time of the survey was dry and extremely overshaded. Crack-
willow, Hawthorn and Sycamore were recorded on the bank top. The dry channel was full of 
Himalayan Balsam and Common Nettle.  

Approximately two thirds of the ditch was overshaded. The remaining third of Section 16 was open 
with only occasionally Hawthorn present on both banks. As the ditch opens up, it was noted to be 
wetter and choked by Common Reed and Branched Bur-reed.  Both left and right banks were 
colonised by Common Nettle, Bramble, Common Hogweed, Great Willowherb and Cleavers. 

Semi-improved grassland was present adjacent to both banks. The whole section was also fenced 
along both banks.  
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Figure 3-16: RCS Section 16 (SP499056 - SP503151) 
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3.2.17 RCS Section 17: Hogacre Ditch SP503051 - SP506051 
A single span track bridge crosses the ditch at approximately SP 50414 05212, which was located 
at the start of Section 17 and connects to a public footpath. Semi-improved grassland was present 
in the vicinity of both banks. The whole section was also fenced along both banks.  

Vegetation present in the aquatic zone of Section 17 was limited with only Common Reed recorded 
during the surveys. 

Both banks were open and colonised by occasional Hawthorn and Crack-willow trees and Bramble 
scrub. Ruderal vegetation present on both banks included Common Nettle, Great Willowherb, 
Cleaver, Wild Angelica, Creeping Buttercup, Ribwort Plantain and Broad-leaved dock. The left bank 
was also colonised by Common Reed and Reed Canary-grass. 
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Figure 3-17: RCS Section 17 (SP503051 - SP506051) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 40 

 

3.2.18 RCS Section 18: Minor Watercourse SP506051 - SP508052 
Section 18 consists of two drainage ditches, one of which flows from Hogacre Ditch. The second 
ditch was dry at the time of the survey.  

The first ditch, which flows from Hogacre Ditch, was fenced on the left bank. The left bank was 
relatively open with Himalayan Balsam dominating the bank top. The right bank was dominated by 
overhanging trees from the adjacent woodland. Species recorded include Crack-willow, Alder, 
Hawthorn, Sycamore and Ash. A small footbridge crosses this ditch at SP 50786 05253, which 
connects to a public footpath. The wider landscape was semi-improved grassland and broadleaved 
woodland. 

The second ditch was dominated by the woodland on the left bank and a mature tree line on the 
right. The main tree species present ware Ash, Alder and Crack-willow. The ditch was dry up to a 
footbridge located at SP 50793 05230, where it became wetter. The wider landscape contains sub-
mature planted woodland and amenity grassland.  
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Figure 3-18: RCS Section 18 (SP506051 - SP508052) 
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3.2.19 RCS Section 19: Minor Watercourse SP508052 - SP511050 
Section 19 is split by the railway. The aquatic zone vegetation upstream of the railway was limited 
as the watercourse is over shaded from both banks by woodland. Species recorded include Crack-
willow, Sycamore and Horse Chestnut.  

Downstream of the railway, the left bank zone was also dominated by woodland. The right bank 
was more open with ruderal species present including Common Nettle and Cleavers.  

The wider land use adjacent to the right bank was amenity grassland upstream of the railway. 
Downstream of the railway the land use was more urban with allotments, buildings and private 
gardens recorded. 
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Figure 3-19: RCS Section 19 (SP508052 - SP511050) 
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3.2.20 RCS Section 20: Minor Watercourse SP511050 - SP515049 
A small footbridge is located at SP 51343 04943 and connects a housing estate to Hinksey Park 
and a public footpath which runs adjacent to the right bank. Upstream of the footbridge, both banks 
were unmodified, with the right bank being shaded by a dense treeline. The left bank was open, 
with ruderal species present along the bank top. Adjacent to both banks were improved amenity 
fields which were heavily managed. Downstream of the footbridge, the surrounding area was urban 
on the left bank, with amenity fields adjacent to the right. A culvert is located at SP 51563 04976 
which runs underneath the A4144 - Abingdon Road. 

The aquatic zone surrounding the bridge contained large beds of Gipsywort, Reed Sweet-grass and 
Fool's Water-cress Apium nodiflorum. Upstream of the bridge Yellow Iris and filamentous algae 
were recorded. Downstream of the bridge, the left bank was heavily modified and little marginal 
vegetation lined this bank and overshaded the bank toe. Garden escapees (such as Cotoneaster 
sp.) and scrub species including Hawthorn and Bramble were recorded.  However, the right bank 
was small, with a shallow gradient and consequently, the marginal zone was more diverse with 
Floating Sweet-grass, Reed Sweet Grass, Yellow Iris, Pendulous Sedge and Bittersweet. On the 
right bank top, Great Willowherb, Wild Angelica and Common Nettle were present.  
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Figure 3-20: RCS Section 20 (SP511050 - SP515049) 
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3.2.21 RCS Section 21: Eastwyke Ditch SP515049 - SP519051 
A road culvert is located at the most upstream extent of Section 21 at SP 51571 04981. The 
watercourse joins the River Thames at SP 51906 05130, where a small footbridge is also located. 

Aquatic zone vegetation was limited in this section with occasional Reed Sweet-grass present along 
the bank margins. On the right bank top, Hawthorn and Crack-willow trees were recorded, with 
adjacent land use categorised as marshy grassland and tall ruderals, both with scattered scrub. The 
left bank was adjacent to two amenity grasslands. The first of which was managed to the bank top. 
Consequently, the riparian margin was small with Broad-leaved Dock, Common Nettle, Spear 
Thistle and Ribwort Plantain recorded. Within the second field, a dense treeline dominated by 
Crack-willow was present which overshadows the channel in places.  
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Figure 3-21: RCS Section 21 (SP515049 - SP519051) 
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3.2.22 RCS Section 22: Devil's Backbone - SP510042 - SP516037 
Four bridges cross the main river of Section 22, the first of which is a single span track bridge 
located at SP 51064 04278 and connects to a public footpath.  The aquatic and marginal zone 
surrounding this bridge was colonised by Fool's Water-cress, Yellow Iris and Reed Sweet-grass. 
Further downstream, Common Water Starwort, Various-leaved Water-starwort Callitriche 
platycarpa, Water Forget-me-not, Common Reed, Water Mint, and Reed Canary-grass were 
present as well as Reed Sweet-grass. Species recorded in the bank zone of this reach included 
Meadowsweet, Common Reed, Wild Angelica and Purple Loosestrife. Tree and scrub species 
present included Goat Willow, Hawthorn, Bramble, Blackthorn and Crack-willow. The wider land 
use within Section 22 included houses and gardens, bare ground, intact hedgerows, improved and 
semi-improved grassland.   

A second bridge is located at SP 51161 04115, which is a small footbridge. Downstream of the 
bridge, the aquatic and marginal zone contained large beds of Bottle Sedge, Reed Sweet-grass, 
Great Yellow-cress Rorippa amphibia, Creeping Bent and Common Reed. Bankside scrub species 
included Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Dogrose, Bramble and Crack-willow. Ruderal species present 
within the bank zone included Common Nettle, Teasel Dipsacus fullonum, Ribwort Plantain and 
Common Reed.   

A drainage ditch joins the watercourse from the right bank at approximately SP 51400 04019 which 
was overshaded by intact Hawthorn hedgerows. The ditch was flowing at the time of the survey. 
Downstream of the drainage ditch, the left bank was treelined with Hawthorn and Crack-willow. A 
combination of mature Crack-willow and Hawthorn trees lined the right bank with a small Hawthorn 
hedgerow also present. Reed Sweet-grass was dominant within the channel and along bank 
margins. Both the left and right banks were fenced within this reach of Section 22 to Abingdon Road. 
Towards Abingdon Road, the channel became choked with Reed Sweet-grass and Bottle Sedge 
with occasional Water Dock Rumex hydrolapathum and Common Duckweed Lemna minor also 
present. This vegetation has slowed the flow of the watercourse. The banks in the lower reach of 
Section 22 were tree and scrub lined, with Hawthorn and Crack-willow being the most abundant 
species. Other species present on the banks included Meadowsweet, Creeping Buttercup, Common 
Nettle and Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis.   

A double-track concrete access track bridge is located at SP 51635 03721 and the road bridge is 
located at SP 51645 03698.  
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Figure 3-22: RCS Section 22 (SP510042 - SP516037) 
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3.2.23 RCS Section 23: Hinksey Stream at Redbridge SP515040 - SP518035 
Section 23 is comprised of Hinksey Stream and an adjacent drainage ditch, both of which are 
dissected by Old Abingdon Road at SP 51806 03837 and SP 51697 03741, respectively. Another 
small drainage ditch runs parallel to Old Abingdon Road and flows in to Hinksey Stream. Hinksey 
Stream is constrained adjacent to the left bank by urbanisation from the Park and Ride and 
numerous buildings. It is constrained on the right by a large recycling plant and the railway. The 
railway separates the drainage ditch from Hinksey Stream in this section.  

The northern extent of Hinksey Stream flows under the DCL rail line; here the right bank was 
reinforced with no marginal vegetation present. However, the left bank had mature Crack-willow 
treelines and woodland copses. Species present in the understory included Great Willowherb, 
Common Nettle and Broad-leaved Dock.  

In-channel vegetation was recorded upstream of Old Abingdon Road Bridge, with submerged 
Yellow Water-lily, Water Mint, Yellow Iris and Various-leaved Water Starwort recorded. Vegetation 
on left bank zone upstream of the bridge included Meadowsweet, Common Nettle and Great 
Willowherb, with a single coppiced Crack-willow present. The land use adjacent to the left bank was 
bare ground with sporadic tall ruderal cover, characteristic of brownfield sites.  The right bank habitat 
upstream of the bridge is also bare ground and was in industrial use. There was a mature treeline 
within the right bank zone with Sycamore, Alder, Crack-willow and Horse Chestnut recorded. 

Downstream of Abingdon Road Bridge a small ditch joins Hinksey Stream at SP 51833 03827. This 
ditch is approximately 120m long and runs parallel to the Park and Ride entrance. The right bank 
was noted to be piled in places due to the proximity to the main road. The ditch was heavily shaded 
from the left bank by a dense treeline / woodland which includes Goat Willow, Crack-willow, 
Hawthorn, Black Poplar, Elder Sambucus nigra and Sycamore and is fenced from the carpark. Bat 
boxes were present on some of these trees. The non-native invasive species Cotoneaster sp. was 
also recorded. The left bank had isolated trees, dense scrub of Crack-willow, Hawthorn and 
Bramble, along with tall ruderal species including Bindweed and Common Nettle. Within the aquatic 
and marginal zone of the small ditch, occasional Pendulous Sedge, Reed Sweet-grass, Common 
Reed and a Cyanobacteria pelt were recorded. Common Liverwort Marchantia polymorpha and 
Kneiff's Feather Moss Leptodictyum riparium were also growing in the channel along with come 
Crack-willow. 

Downstream of the road bridge Hinksey Stream has very high, steep banks which are dominated 
by dense tall ruderal cover. Due to the steep bank toe and water depth, marginal vegetation was 
limited in this reach with occasional Pendulous Sedge and Reed Sweet-grass present. Common 
Duckweed was also recorded. Both banks are heavily shaded by overhanging broadleaved 
woodland cover, with Crack-willow being the most dominant species. Himalayan Balsam is present 
in the understory. The river is further constrained in this reach by the Southern Bypass Road Bridge 
at SP 51879 03504, the banks of which were dominated by Bramble cover. 

The drainage ditch which runs adjacent to the rail line is very straight. However, a small exposed 
berm was present which was colonised by Common Hogweed and Great Willowherb. The ditch was 
fenced on the right bank from a sub-mature planted woodland. There was a mature tree line of five 
Oak trees alongside the fence. Ground flora within the wider vicinity comprised Great Willowherb, 
Common Nettle, Cleavers, Ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea, Red Campion and Butterbur Petasites 
hybridus. There was evidence of fly tipping at the time of the survey. The aquatic zone was low and 
not flowing when surveyed. It was choked with emergent species at the time of the survey, including 
Bulrush, Reed Sweet-grass, Bottle Sedge and Yellow Iris. A rail culvert is located at approximately 
SP 51772 03636 on the right bank. 
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Figure 3-23: RCS Section 23 (SP515040 - SP518035) 
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3.2.24 RCS Section 24: Hinksey Stream SP518034 - SP520032 
Section 24 is also comprised of Hinksey Stream and an adjacent drainage ditch, which is dissected 
by the DCL rail line. The drainage ditch joins Hinksey Stream at SP 52060 03260. A rail culvert is 
located at SP 52001 03238. The right bank was heavily reinforced to this point due to adjacent 
housing and gardens. Both Hinksey Stream and the drainage ditch were constrained by the 
Southern Bypass to the west of the survey section.  

From the Southern Bypass, Hinksey Stream was heavily shaded by dense woodland including trees 
of Crack-willow, Goat Willow, Sycamore and Alder. The woodland dominates both banks of the 
watercourse and consequently, the aquatic zone was species poor with little vegetation recorded. 
Occasional marginal vegetation was noted including Yellow Iris and Reed Sweet-grass. 

The drainage ditch which runs adjacent to Hinksey Stream and the rail line is straight, with a two 
backwater pools located on the right bank. The first pool is located at SP 51940 03283, which is 
reinforced in places due to the presence of housing and private gardens. This pool also contains an 
outfall. Aquatic vegetation recorded in the pool includes both Various-leaved Water Starwort and 
Common Water Starwort, and the green algae Cladophora glomerata. A stand of the non-native 
species Montbretia Crocosmia sp. was recorded within this pool.  The second pool was located at 
approximately SP 51921 03340 and contained Various-leaved Water Starwort and Common Water 
Starwort. Both pools contained urban debris at the time of the survey.  Both banks of the drainage 
ditch were heavily shaded with Sycamore, Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Crack-willow. Both banks of 
the stream were dominated by Common Nettle, Teasel and Soft-rush.  
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Figure 3-24: RCS Section 24 (SP518034 - SP520032) 

  



 
 

  
2017s5820 Oxford FAS River Habitat and River Corridor Surveys - Final Draft Report V1.4_RD 54 

 

3.2.25 RCS Section 25: Hinksey Stream SP520032 - SP524028 
A footbridge is located at SP 52405 02803 where Hinksey Stream joins the River Thames. The 
section is adjacent to Iffley Meadows SSSI on the left bank, which is a combination of Willow broad-
leaved woodland, scattered scrub and unimproved neutral grassland. The right bank has a berm 
present which was dominated by Reed Sweet-grass, creating a swamp-like area.  

In-channel vegetation was only occasionally present in this section with Reed Sweet-grass, Water-
dropwort and Yellow Water-lily recorded.  

The left bank was dominated by tall ruderal and scrub vegetation, with Common Nettle, Great 
Willowherb and Bramble prevalent. Occasional Himalayan Balsam was recorded. Large reedbeds 
were also present on the left bank which are dominated by Common Reed and Reed Sweet-grass 
on a berm. The wider land use adjacent to the left bank was constrained by the railway, which was 
fenced from the watercourse.  
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Figure 3-25: RCS Section 25 (SP520032 - SP524028) 
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3.2.26 RCS Section 26: Cold Harbour SP515042 - SP519039 
A footbridge is located at SP 51810 04045.  Species in the aquatic zone surrounding the bridge 
included Reed Sweet-grass, Yellow Iris, Fool's-water-cress, Common Duckweed and Various-
leaved Water Starwort. In-channel vegetation was sparse within this section and it only occurred 
alongside the area of amenity grassland (New Hinksey Playground) on the left bank and the caravan 
park on the right, where the banks are more natural. Up and down stream of this reach on the right 
bank, the banks were reinforced with retaining walls behind the housing. The wider land use on the 
right bank is primarily urban with housing and gardens.  

The river banks adjacent to New Hinksey Playground were tree lined with pollarded mature Crack-
willow trees and Hawthorn scrub. The understory comprises Common Nettle and Himalayan 
Balsam. Upstream of the road bridge, Snowberry Symphoricarpos sp. was recorded.  

Upstream of the footbridge the left bank was dominated by broadleaved woodland and dense scrub.  
Crack-willow and Hawthorn which overhang the watercourse. A mature Hawthorn treeline 
separated this area from the caravan park.  
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Figure 3-26: RCS Section 26 (SP515042 - SP519039) 
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Appendices 
A River Corridor Survey  
A.1 River Corridor Survey Section Map  
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A.2 RCS Symbols and Abbreviations  

A.2.1 Standard Symbols for use in RCS 
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A.2.2 Abbreviated Plant Names 
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B River Habitat Survey  
B.1 River Habitat Survey Section Overview Map 
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B.2 River Habitat Survey Data  

B.2.1 RHS 1 
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B.2.2 RHS 2 
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B.2.3 RHS 3 
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B.2.4 RHS 4 
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B.2.5 RHS 5  

 




