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The most important issue is flood control in the town centre and the risks are
increasing due to changes in climate producing much heavier rainfall over short
periods of time and causing severe flooding-

However, the relevant Environment Agency report is worrying. It states “We also
investigated storing floodwater upstream of Guildford. We looked into whether this
could lower the height of the flood defences in the town centre but still provide a high
level of protection.

“However, delivering upstream storage is facing considerable technical,
environmental and cost issues. Therefore it is unlikely to go ahead.”

I believe the bus station has to be vacated to secure a safe

construction site. It seems logical to move it to Bedford Road site on a permanent
basis and thus save the expenditure of setting up a temporary bus station on
Famham Road car park site thatis currently the proposal.

[[There is concern about flooding in this area of Bedford Road. I believe
Environment Agency is looking into ways of dealing with this. Barriers along the
river and upstream flood alleviation schemes are being explored by the EA. It may
12

be possible to create reservoirs in the flood plains and control the flow using
renewable energy for pumping etc. The reservoirs could be tumed into

leisure areas for boating with restaurants and gardens on the islands inside them.
Please have a look at Eco Park in Kolkata.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New Town Eco Park

https://tinyurl.com/Kolkata-Eco-P.

Maybe there are businesses out there that would explore the possibilities
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The wall slong the South Parking has been rejuvenated by colourful paintings The tvo
sides of the wall had been tzke” UD By two eminent artists of our 2ra - JogenChowdhury
and Subhaprasanna and transformed into canvases of artwork

The garden iz poised 10 :m?ﬁt of 2 iarge dome to enclose 2 plant nabitat consisting of
different species of fowering 317Lals and perennials that suzport 3 large range of buttzrfies

ergan ised around 3 circufar ’cd/ 0‘ water

Rightnextto the B'J’Wf:’ 53(" n, the Play Ares offer leamer's golf courses amidst a grzen
‘andscape.

' The Bamboo Garden is 5 specialised garden showcasing multiple varieties of bamboo. The

olanting effects is designed 10 =3tz 3 variety of experiences threugh imaginative bamboo

| plant mixes with species ranging from gzarz van;—te: to shor gra5=e=

e

A thzmatic zone dedicatzd 10 the Bangal de&acac‘»} of fruits, to showcase the »o«..ntm: natu
of this part of earth and ty £7C0Urage nature ieaming through identification of fruit bearing
' frees.

The Food Cour Vil pmd: mere afferd able dm g mens to :h: visitors. Aroa . 43 foo-:.‘
salis are being arranged in @ Cluster zround 3 s3uate courtyard that also has four dining

paviions.

Haced rpposate .o‘&;--Ams‘ E mnzga theAMs 7me w:sxszs af =m'z:le sea?mg
srangements overlooking the [ske and the musical fountains.

As the name suggesis, foun:sms MUSic and 4a=er shows h.-.ve bee" "f-pared on th=
' Northern banks of the lake. The view is visible from ai : arcund the Park when the founaing
atsn showermg in ;he =w-nmg, ,nd laser snew: tedi stones on 'he waw screen.

.ﬂ mcr and ‘e=1 of Daneehng h,s COoME ug near GcL M 1. Th,s zone inciudes wmdmg
| wat wsys throu gh 3 tea p amancn ares - compiete with 3 mmnosﬂng plam

Meax the Nonrem parkmg lo; ard ad}acenz io the tea gar"en this new zone has ma:ks

from various districts of West Bengal, then various states of india and finally from various

countries of the world.

A v3st area of 48«1 acres of grﬁen terrain =un‘ound*rrg F] watar rrody = bemg d-webped in
£co Park which has besn opened by the Hon'bie Chief Minister, West Bengal cn 28
December 2012 for the public. Within Eco Fark there is an island named 'Sabujsath’. The
island is in centrs of the huge iske of E2o Park comprising an area of 7 acres winich is
sccessible only by boat This is an uninhabited island. On this Sabujsatni is'and an amazing
glass house has been buit All four sides of this 2,800 square feet building is mads of glass.
Thers are thres cpen-a¥ viewing galleries, green lawn and paved pathwiays in the isiand.
Apart from the magnificent Glass House, there are also 22 well-fumnished doubie bedded
cettages aiong with one Cafeteris named CAFE EXANTE (a unit of WBHIDCO) in the
sland

r B P . . >

A grea: number of parsons C20 bs 3zzembied in Sabujsstri 's'and having tne facilities as
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"Sabuj Sathi' 5 the name of an 1s1and. This island is in centre of the nuge lake of Eco Park
Its area is T acres 't can be accessed Only by boat This s an uninhabited sland O this
Szbu; Sathi Islana a glass house has been built Al four sides of this 2,200 square fest
tuilding is made of glass. The 360° view of the Ego Park agross the iake through the giass

vials is extensive. There 3re three OPEN-31r vigwing palieries, green ‘awm and oaved

- pathways in the istand. Mere than 100 persons can 3ssemsie in Sabuj Sathi island and

glass house and its surroundings for oficial, corparate or family programmes. Wedding
Bithday parties. product launches and brand promotion can be done in 3 ranguil
gnvronment that is poss ible only an 1he 2ero popu 3ted island like Sab. ;:afn n Eco Park.

Artfu\, ccnaewed the sem:-clrcular Dpers gaﬁnry can hoﬁd ugto 2 000 paopie. T ’hn stage-
greenoom compiex is, as if. fioating on water. The adoining food gallery has interesting
trick-twisted pitars that | Aave not 58N elsewnere. The wihale construction n1as teer cone

| Ey KMDA. The amphitheatre was inaugurated by Minister Firhad Hakim on 22 September

0 43‘§pm

..;pené of zhe Ecs :‘ark ti'e y-romenade 53 aaved camnm—tme Wed pathwzy d’fv;'—d for

e vistors o ewac;y the ‘h: Agre water body that gefines the Park.

gy;hsr ryr'mds of Gis, Brazﬁ s Chnst me Qeaeemer Grea" Wa o‘ China, ndias T
Mahal, Great Sphin of Giza, Pera in Jordan, Efel Tower in France, Colosssum of Rome in |
naly,_ Woai Statues of Easter [sland,

Wv.hrehfencew mesp‘m az;d ambesac&c’ Santinikean Asheam Rébi Aranysfestures trees
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| and plants mentioned Dy Tagore in his [terary works. Other slements of the garden includz,
' =m«3ng oth»:-rs 3 rommemoranw pa\mmn mkways seatmg 3TES, to*u: ;@rd ezc

As the name :ugges’.s tms 20NE C3ters spamﬁcaa‘y bir tmmcal n&s Ewan m.h ti‘e 'e\.enﬁ)

' planted tress, one can get the aura of 3 tropical forest, especial %y 2 Bengalone, inthe

- middle af New Tmm

A f’;mar lover's zone, these two areas w% ha'.‘e vanete= o‘ bat"x ggrden and \wld fewe's o
en;oy‘ Nearto one of the food kiosks and overiooking the Iakefront gromenade. 3 waik
;mng the meadw 30d the gafd-' are ngh ,r so‘m’ed

Tms =p¢oe 53 l\'}rg stfetch aof wak wxh varieties c»f roses ptamed abng cokmfm fauntams
;;mkf ng uf scuiptures to feast the eye and cceasional benches to st 3 (tle

vve'iomng tne ﬂowv lane gnd brea!hmg ﬁesh ar ‘mm the rose ga'aen behma t'us
cottage is poised to be a dream destination to any poet. singer or Lainters 1o mstigate their
creative urges

With fountains, play areas, sculptures and elevated pistiorms connectad by causeways. this
area is a dynamic space intended t0 stimulste piay and learning expenences in a garden
setbnp.




Thematic
Areas

Glase House
on Sabu; Ssth

Amphithestre

L3ka Fromt
Promenads

Savan Wonders
Replicz
RabiAmanya
Tropica! Tres
Garden

Yid Flower
Mezdow and
Forma! Garden

Rose Garden

Artizt's Cotiage

Eco Chiaren’s
Parx

Details

‘Saby; Sathi = the name of an Island TR igland iz in centre of the huge lake of Eco Park
lts area is 7 acres 'tcan be accessed only by boat This s an uninhabred slard On this
Sabuy) Sathi Island a glass house has been buit Al four sdes of ths 2 200 square faet
tulldng s made of glass. The 360" view of the Eco Park across the iake through the §ass
wals is extensive There are three OPEN-3r viewing galleries, green ‘em 3nd paved
pathways i the island More than 100 persons can assembie m Sabuj Sathi Isiand and
glass house and its surroundings for oficial corporate or family programmes YWadding
Birthday partes. product launches 313 brand promotion can be Jone in 3 tranquil

-

gnvronment that is possible only on the zero populsted island hke Sabuj Sath n Eco Pare

Artfully conceived, the semi-circular 0pen galiery can hoid up to 2.000 peop'e. The stage-
greenroom complex . as f, flcating on water. The ad;oining food gallery has interzsting
bricktwisted pitars that | have not 5EEN elsewnere. The witole constructon nas tesn cone
by KMDA The amphitheatre was indugurated by Minstar Fimad Hakim on 22 Septzmier
201éatipm

Spine of the £co Park, the Fromenade is 3 paved, coconut-trze inad pathway desigred for
e vistors to e-<ay the 12 Agrz water bua‘,' that defines the Park

_gy:tsr ’W:M?j: of Gaa, srazd E Chns: me Qea—emer Grea‘ Vr‘aﬂ ofChina, India’s T3

Mahal, Great Sghink of Gizz, Petra in Jordan, Effel Tower in Franoz, Colosszum of Rome in
taly, Moai Statues of Easter Island.

| Weh refzrence to Lhe cm an& amh e'u= of Sansnkea'x p-;nrar' Rabi Aanyafesiures traes
' and plants mentioned by Tagore in his lterary viorks. Other eiements of the garden mcluds,

among ot'rers E] '.o'nmemoranwa pswnan wal -cw'ys seanng ares, lotus pond, &tc.

Az the name .uggess thic zone caters specaﬁcaﬁ‘y 10 Uomcal trees Ev—n vith the recenty

planted tress, one can get the aura of a tropical forest, especialy 3 Sengalong, inthe
middle of Nea Tom

Aﬁ'rw-fr lover's zone, t?'es: W0 areas wi '! ha'.e v;neres of both g;rden and \\n}d fowers
enjoy. Near to one of the food kiosks and overicoking the lakefront cromenade. 3 waik

' ur"ang the meadm and the gard:r are mght ,' so\lu:ed

This .,n:o: 53 mg s:retcn of wafx mh varieties af roses p»ameu sbng colourfui fountains

sprinkling by, sculptures to feast the eye and occasional benches to rest 3 atle

Cverlooking the fiower lake and breathing fresh air from the rose gargen behind, this
cottage is poised to e & dream destination to any poet. SiNger of LaNMETS 1o NSHgate their
CrEatve Urges

Wth fountains, play areas, sculptures and elevated platforms connected by causeways. this
area is 3 dynamic space intended to stimulate play and iearning expenences in 3 garden
setng.
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In my view building embankments each side of the river through Guildford is negative thinking.

It will obstruct opening up the riverside.
it will channel the flood down stream from Weyside Village all the way to Weybridge and the Thames. .
In the event of heavy rain in Guildford rain will run down the hillsides and be trapped by the riverside embankments causin
It would be far better if the flood could be controlled upstream by a series of swales and remotely operated sluices.

The flood water could then sink in to the aquifer below Guildford from which water is drawn.

| attach an example of what | have in mind see attached sketch.

St. Catherine’s lock on the Wey and Arun canal is at 31m elevation the surroun
A 1m earth embankment from the lock to the hillside to the east could hold approxima
The sluice gate would be remotely controlled from the Environment Agency HQ.
When the flood had abated the sluice could be opened in stages to release the flood water back into the river.

Similar schemes all the way up river could control future flooding.

g flooding.

ding land is about 1m lower.
tely 5 million litres in time of flood.

Best wishes




Guilford Flood Alleviation Team
Environment Agency

Dear Team Members

Consultation on the Guildford Flood Alleviation Scheme

On behalf Of— | am providing feedback on your current proposals for the
Guildford Flood Alleviation Scheme. Many thanks for consulting on your latest thoughts on a
vital issue for Guildford.

(Terminology - SGF is Shaping Guildford’s Future, which produced a flood report as part of
it's latest outputs; EA is Environment Agency.)

a) Urgency.

Guildford has suffered with inadequate flood for years with consequent risks to:
o Life
e Current Property and Livelihood
e Potential development in the riverside area of the town, this also has an economic
impact.

It is vital that an agreed flood alleviation program is agreed and funded as soon as is
practical.

b) Upstream Storage

m notes that after consideration the EA considered upstream storage facilities for
the Guildford Flood Alleviation Scheme. The EA have now ‘identified significant challenges
in providing the required scale of upstream storage that would be needed to reduce flood
risk in Guildford during large flood events. There were environmental and practical
challenges, as well as economic considerations, which meant we were unable to take this
option forward’. (Source _)

We also note that the EA are concerned about the life of the current Thames barrier which
will need revision sooner than previously planned. Julie Foley, the Environment Agency's
FCRM Strategy & National Adaptation Director, said: "Sea levels are rising at an accelerated
rate across the Thames Estuary, and it is therefore essential that we act now to respond to
the changing climate. Our updated plan recognises that defence raising needs to start earlier
than originally thought - by some 15 years. Alongside, the plan also requires greater
investment in habitats and natural flood management to support nature recovery.” (Source
BBC News Item May 2023)




Although this relates to flooding from the sea it does impact on the ability of the Thames to
drain flood water into the sea with potentially longer periods when the Thames is in effect
dammed by the barrier.

The EA already have a management challenge storing/letting water down the Thames and
its tributaries in a controlled manner to avoid overtopping flood walls.

At the event an EA representative mentioned that the aim of the Flood Scheme in Guildford
Town was to enable water to flow through the town at a faster rate and drain upstream of
Guildford more effectively.

The proposed upstream storage was about 1.5 miles upstream, the river Wey is 87 miles
long with a catchment area of 394 sq. miles.

Two Questions:

e Are there other upstream storage options further upstream that are being
considered?

¢ |s the EA planning to provide Storage Facilities below Guildford to avoids issues
further down the Wey or Thames at times of flood?
c) Flood Scheme for the centre of Guildford.

The plans proposed look to be a minor modification on the plans produced for SGF.

Plan as displayed (Jacobs Maps also displayed at the recent public consultation)




Map as shown in SGF Study.
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We have the following concerns over the proposed route of the flood walls.

I.  The Town Bridge is a low bridge and in practice can get perilously close to being
flooded, and also if blocked by branches etc can form a major blocker to the flow of a
flooding river. Any flood prevention scheme should consider if the bridge needs to be
raised (The bridge is a simple girder bridge with applied arches so feasible to
reconfigure).

II.  Although some areas on the west side of the river have a lower flood risk it will still be
worth evaluating the area for weaknesses e.g. drain covers placed at a lower level.

1. The Thames Water Facility next to the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre is in a flood area, is it
planned to flood proof this as a separate exercise, it is vital infrastructure. (it may be
already protected?)

IV.  Similarly, no proposals are made for the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre and Mill Theatre are
these to be considered?

d) Walls and Bunds.
The SGF study proposed various options on how walls and or bunds might be
accommodated in the existing or planned built environment. Development is continuing
apace in Guildford. It is understood that the EA has already discussed flood protection for
the Riverside site. The developers appear to be proposing a substantial flood wall within the
under croft area of the proposed buildings on the advice of the agency.

In contrast, an application has come forward for an application for the Guildford Bus Garage
has been submitted (23/P/02138) which makes no allowance for building a flood wall thus
‘breaking’ the proposed line of the flood prevention and limiting containment capacity.




It is important to provide clarity on desired heights as it will enable key sites in the Town
Centre to be unlocked for development.

Should there be a simple statement of intent to guide Guildford Borough Council and
Developers?

e) Pluvial Flooding
Implementing flood walls in the Town Centre risks trapping Pluvial flooding unless there is
capacity to either store Pluvial Flows or pump the flow away. This a complex issue as
Guildford like most to the UK has Drainage (Foul Water) mixed with Pluvial Flows. The
increase in density of building in the town centre, plus loss of green areas, has exacerbated
these issues over the decades. A robust strategy will be needed to address Pluvial and
Fluvial flooding.

f) Downstream of Guildford.
The River Wey flows past significant sites as it goes downstream. Although the Slyfield
(Weyside Urban Village) site is not directly in a Flood Zone the desire to have a faster flow
through the town centre should be evaluated to ensure Slyfield remains a safe site, and that
the flood meadows opposite the site have adequate capacity and inflow capability to cope
with flood events.

The bridge on Ladymead which crosses the river at a low level, this may need evaluation to
ensure it doesn’t back up flood water.

We look forward to seeing more as your work advances. We have be awaiting proposals for
several years we ask for a conclusion to be proposed soon.

o copied s ter o G5C orfcer
_ for information.

Yours Faithfully
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