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Introduction

GardenscapeDirect Ltd is applying for a bespoke Environmental Permit to operate a Waste Transfer Station
(WTS), being ancillary to the main operations on site, at their yard in Northiam, East Sussex. This risk
assessment has been produced to support the permit application;

Gardenscape manufactures and supplies natural horticultural products such as soils, composts, aggregates and
barks to retail and trade customers throughout London and the South East. The Environmental Permit is to cover
the ancillary operation of a WTS on the site;

The site operations covered by the Environmental Permit include the acceptance of waste which is then separated
and transported off site either for disposal or recycling;

The site will process <75,000 tonnes of waste (DIY/construction, green/garden waste, soil and manure) per year.
The need for a bespoke permit as opposed to standard rules permit arises from the proximity of sensitive
receptors being residential properties within 200m of the WTS;

The site will be operated in accordance with a written Environmental Management System (EMS) which meets the
requirements of the Environment Agency’s Guidance (hhtp://www.gov.uk/guidance/develop-a-management-
system-environmental-permits);

All waste acceptance, separation and storage activities will be undertaken in accordance with the EMS to ensure
that the environment is protected during all stages of waste storage and handling;

This is the Environmental Risk Assessment (ERS) for the site. It identifies environmental risks and describes the
mitigation in place to prevent or minimise those risks;

This Assessment has been written in accordance with the Environment Agency's guidance “Risk assessments for
your environmental permits”;

Environmental monitoring and record keeping will be undertaken and completed in accordance with the EMS and
conditions included in the Environmental Permit when issued. An Environmental Logbook will be kept on site;
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Sensitive Receptors

The WTS is located in a yard adjacent to the River Rother which itself is the border between Kent and East
Sussex. The river is to the West of the site. To the South of the site is a campsite, café and sinkge residence for
Lime Wharf Café / Bodiam Boating Station. To the South West is the A268. The yard is enclosed on 3 sides by a
well established tree line;

Receptors in the vicinity of the WTS are outlined in Table 1 below and shown on Image 1 attached at the end of
this document.

Name of Receptor Type of Receptor Approx distance from site

River Rother Water 40m
Lime Wharf Café/ Bodiam Boating Station/campsite | Commercial 40m+
Bourne Group Offices Commercial (offices) 100m
Residence at Lime Wharf Café Residential dwelling 100m
Residential Properties on Lossenham Lane Residential Dwellings 125m+

Risk Assessment

The potential environmental risks associated with the site have been identified and measures are in place to
minimise these risks;

All identified hazards that could cause harm will be subject to strict preventative or control measures managed in
accordance with the sites EMS;

There is potential for dust and odour release from various point sources across the WTS. These are covered by
separate management plans;

Water discharge activity from the site is covered as part of the bespoke Environmental Permit;

All emissions from the WTS are “emissions not controlled by emission limits” (ie fugitive emissions);

The following table identifies the potential environmental risks that may arise from operations at the WTS and
considers possible pathways and receptors that may be impacted. It shows how these risks are minimised by
preventing the hazard at source or by providing measures to break the pathway and prevent pollution migrating
towards receptors.
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4. Conclusion

4.1 The design and operational measures at the facility will ensure that activities do not present an unacceptable
risk to the environment;

4.2 Inpractice, all identified hazards that could cause harm are subject to preventative measures as a result of the
site infrastructure and management systems in place. These include Environmental Management
System, Dust Management Plan, Odour Management Plan, Noise Management Plan, Fire Prevention Plan.
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Image 1 — Sensitive receptors
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