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	1.
	SCOPE : STORAGE, STRIPPING AND RESTORATION OF SOIL 

	2.
	PROCEDURAL DETAIL. 
Purpose : To advise the process on storage, stripping and restoration of soil. 

	2.1
	Before any stripping and storage of soil takes place, the site manager shall draw up a management plan design for the job, in conjunction with company business rules. The plan shall take into account the current MAFF Code of Good Practice for the Protection of Soil. 
Only contractors of proven experience, ability, equipment, and environmental performance should be engaged to carry out such work. 
  


	2.2
	Soil stripping 
Soil stripping should take place during dry periods, preferably during the period May to September. The area to be stripped must be adhered to the management plan and the depths specified must be carefully monitored. 
Topsoil’s and sub soil must be stripped and stored separately, as must be different soil types or different quality sub soils. This will have been specified in the plan and must be follow carefully. Before any stripping or transporting takes place, the soil must be in a friable condition (it crumbles easily). 


	2.3
	Storage
Storage of soils should only take place if there is no immediate area of restoration available. Where it is unavoidable the management plan must specify where on site the soil is to be stored. This must be away from areas where other storage piles kept (stone stocks etc) and on an area this is not subject to vehicle movements. 
The storage area should be prepared prior to use, any top soil removed and the area cleaned up. It must be big enough to allow the separation of top soil and sub soil and any variations in soil type identified in the management plan. 
If the soils are to be stored for more than 6 months the storage mound should be seeded to prevent erosion and weed growth.  Any weeds should be controlled preferably by mechanical means. 
Soils must not be moved off site unless allowed by the management plan and sanctioned by planning conditions. 


	2.4
	Restoration 
Restoration is undertaken during dry periods only and when the soils are in a friable condition. The management plan must specify the restoration areas, their contours, heights ad sequence and depth of soils required. This must be adhered to at all times. 


	2.5
	General Conditions.
The stripping and restoring activities must take place during designated hours with limits on noise imposed if the activities are close to residents.  All traffic movements should be controlled on designated routes, avoiding unstripped soils or storage areas.  Strict dust control measures must be implemented especially on the site boundaries using water bowsers and necessary.  



DO NOT PROCEED WITH ANY TASK UNLESS SAFE TO DO SO
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