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Hi Kate
 
Further to your email below, please find my comments in red below. Would it be possible to
extend the deadline to allow time for Dean to come out on site and confirm site surrender ?
 
 
 
 
 
Regards
 
 
Harry Edwards
 
mailing list

 

Director
FCG WhiteAvon

harryedwards@fcgagric.com
01249 750151
07896 733754
WhiteAvon Consultancy
Whitelands Cottage
Days Lane
Kington Langley
Chippenham
Wiltshire
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Doc 022- Non-Technical Summery 


		

		



		Farm Name:  Wheaton Ashton Farm 

		Applicant:  Belmont Farms Ltd 



		

		                    





Date:  16 January 2025

Prepared by:  The Farm Consultancy Group with Information Provided by Mr Michael Rolston 

Wheaton Ashton Farm will have a capacity for:

Sows- 2296 (1876 dry sows and 420 farrowers)


Pigs Over 30kg (Maiden Gilts) – 1200 


Pigs 7-30 kg – 500 


Boars – 5 


The site is run as a fully slatted based system with frequent slurry removal, with the exception of building 4 which is solid flooring. All buildings are ventilated using roof fans, except building 1 which contains Farrowing sows and building 3 containing dry sows which have wall fans and building 4 is natural ventilation. Slurry is collected and piped to both the slurry tanks marked on the site layout plan. Ventilation is confirmed within the Technical standards document. 

The unit operates wet and dry feed system, the diets fed to all the pigs throughout all stages are balanced nutritionally and formulated in such a way to minimise the production and emissions of ammonia, odours, dust, and the overall environmental impact of the farming activities. Wet Feed is fed to the Farrowing sows in building 1 and dry sows in building 2 and 3, with dry feed else ware.  


Nipple drinkers are used throughout to prevent water wastage. Meter readings will be taken on a regular basis to monitor water consumption and to detect the presence of any leakages. 

All lorries are washed out and disinfected regularly, maintaining cleanliness to a high standard. Each lorry is equipped with a shovel, bag, and brush for instant clean up of accidental spillages, thus reducing emissions of both dust and odour.  

These measures are intended to reduce the production and emission of ammonia odours and to prevent dust and liquids escaping into the environment. The batch system enables the housing to be cleaned out on a regular basis, ensuring all pig housing is as clean as possible. All dead stock is disposed of via deadstock collection, bins as per the site plan to avoid contamination in lockable bins. 

The waste operation comprises of an on-farm anaerobic digester with capacity of 9000 tonnes pa annum of imported maize silage, with a thermal input of 0.3 megawatts. Heat produced from this unit is piped directed to the pig units as indicated on the site plans. 
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012 Technical Standards Document 



Farm name: Wheaton Aston Pig Unit  	Operator: Belmont Farms Ltd 	Permit number: BP3709LB



		Schedule 1 activity or directly associated activity (DAA) description

		Relevant technical guidance note



		Section 6.9A (1) (a) (ii) Pig production

		How to comply EPR 6.09 Version 2



		Pig feed storage and preparation

		· Selection and use of feed are in accordance with Sector Guidance Note (SGN) EPR6.09 ‘How to comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’

· Feed is stored in purpose-built, covered, feed silos and tanks located next to the pig sheds. Milling and mixing of feed takes place off farm and delivered in. The site is mainly wet feed, but when dry feed is delivered to the farm by lorry from feed suppliers or by tractor and trailer. Feed is blown, augured or pumped directly from the lorry into the relevant storage silos. Feed is piped from the silos to the sheds, minimising dust emissions. Most feed is in liquid form, which minimises dust

· All liquid feed storage is contained within a bunded area, preventing any spillage from entering the drainage system.. Feed storage vessels are protected from collision damage by curbing and barriers

· [bookmark: _Hlk44918202]Selection and use of feed are in accordance with SGN EPR6.09 ‘How to comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’

· Protein and phosphorus levels in the rations are matched to the animals’ needs by providing at least two different feed formulations. A nutritionist is employed to regularly review and reformulate diets, to optimise production and minimise excretion of nutrients. Synthetic amino acids are used to ensure that the protein needs of the pigs are met, with the minimum amount of protein in the diet



		Slurry and manure storage

		· Slurry is stored on site but no manure is produced. 

· Slurry from buildings 1,2 and 3 is piped to the reception tank and piped into slurry tank 1. Slurry from buildings 5-9 is piped directly to slurry tank 1.  
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		· The slurry storage facilities conform to the technical measures detailed in the ‘Water resources control of pollution (silage, slurry and agricultural fuel oil) regulations 2010 (England) and as amended 2013’ (SSAFO). The base of the storage tank and all parts of the drains and reception pits are impermeable. The slurry storage tank and reception pit are designed to BS5502, Part 50. 

· The farm is located within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ). The slurry storage tank capacity is six months’ production, including an allowance for rainwater. The slurry storage tank has been designed to have a minimum 300 mm freeboard

· The slurry stores are only agitated prior to emptying





		Slurry spreading and manure management

		· Slurry is exported from the site. Records are kept of the arrangements in place when slurry is exported from the site. We have written confirmation that the recipient will spread the slurry and manure to land in accordance with the Defra Code of Good Agricultural Practice and that the spreading will be in accordance with a manure management plan for the receiving land, although this is not required at the time of application





		Fuel, oils and chemical storage

		· Fuel oil, oils, pesticides and veterinary medicines are all stored in bunded areas capable of retaining any spillage





		Housing

		· Housing design and management is in accordance with SGN EPR6.09 ‘How to comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’

· All pig housing is FSF with frequent slurry removal with 800mm slurry channels  with the exception of building 4 which is to be used for hospital accommodation. 

· Housing review completed to confirm all housing is BAT compliant 





		

		

		









		

		

		







		

		· The animal housing is either of insulated prefabricated construction or portal frame with block penning. The housing is well insulated, where appropriate, and the sheds have a damp-proof course, which helps to reduce heat loss and condensation

· All buildings and structures on site are maintained in good repair, in accordance with the management system. There is a program of inspection and planned preventative maintenance for the housing and drainage. Floors and walls are kept clean. Any cracks and damaged areas of yards and walls are repaired

· The slat systems remain fairly clean without accumulation, allowing slurry and urine to transfer quickly to the pits underneath

· Slurry is frequently removed from beneath the slats to the slurry store when there is sufficient slurry to pump out.

· Drinkers and troughs have been designed to prevent leakage to minimise the amount of dirty water going to the slurry tank

· Service checks are carried out on the ventilation system monthly, in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions



		Drainage

		· Refer to the Drainage Plan. The clean water drainage systems are not contaminated. Slurry is not allowed to enter surface water drains

· Yard areas are kept visibly clean, drainage channels are kept clear and spilt feed and dust are cleaned up

· Drainage from the animal housing and water from cleaning out is treated as slurry and directed to the slurry store. Only pig movements outside are on the loading ramp which drains back to the housing slurry channels.  

· Roof water drainage from the animal housing is directed to clean water drainage ditches. Disinfectant footbaths are designed not to overflow. Used disinfectant is added to the slurry store

· All clean water discharge points are annotated on the site plan and listed as discharge points on the emissions table within this document. 



		Livestock numbers and movements

		· A system is in place to record the number of animals on the farm at any one time. Animal movements on and off the farm are also recorded; these records will be available for inspection.



		Deadstock 

		· Fallen stock is disposed of in accordance with the current Animal By-Products Regulations. The site uses a licensed carrier to dispose of them, they are kept in locked covered bins prior to collection. 



		Pollution prevention measures

		· All operations are assessed annually for opportunities to reduce pollution risk and implementation schedules developed as appropriate

· All staff are trained in pollution risk identification, minimization and emergency procedures for general site activity and activity relating to their work duties

· There is an accident management plan in place, with a procedure to review incidents



		Veterinary medicines and pest

		· Pesticides and veterinary medicines are kept in a store capable of retaining spillage, resistant to fire, and are kept





		

		

		









		

		

		







		control

		dry, frost-free and secure. Vermin control chemicals are brought on site by a registered contractor for use as needed. Chemicals to control flies and other insect pests will be stored with agro-chemicals on the arable unit, if needed



		Hazardous waste

		· Veterinary waste is removed by the vet for safe disposal. Other hazardous waste, such as fluorescent light bulbs, waste oil, aerosols, etc. are removed by a licensed contractor with an adequate audit trail, meeting the requirements of the Environmental Permitting Regulations





		

		

		









		

		

		







Buildings inventory



For location of buildings, refer to the Site Layout Plan 



		Building Number

		Pig Type

		Pig Numbers

		Feed Type

		Floor Type

		Ventilation Type

		Slurry Depth



		1

		Farrowing Sows

		420

		Wet Feed

		FSF

		Wall Fans @ 2.7m high

		800mm



		2

		Dry Sows

Boars 

		656

5

		Wet Feed

		FSF

		Velocity Roof Fans 5m/s >5.5m

		800mm



		3

		Dry Sows

		1020

		Wet Feed

		FSF

		Wall Fans @ 2.7m high

		800mm



		4

		Dry Sows

		200

		Dry Feed

		Straw Yard

		Natural Ventilation

		N/A



		5

		Maiden Gilts >30kg

		300

		Dry Feed

		FSF

		Velocity Roof Fans  5m/s  >4.5m

		800mm



		6

		Maiden Gilts >30kg

		300

		Dry Feed

		FSF

		 Velocity Roof Fans  5m/s >4.5m

		800mm



		7

		Maiden Gilts >30kg

		300

		Dry Feed

		FSF

		 Velocity Roof Fans  5m/s >4.5m

		800mm



		8

		Maiden Gilts >30kg

		300

		Dry Feed

		FSF

		 Velocity Roof Fans 5m/s >4.5m

		800mm



		9

		15-30kg

		500

		Dry Feed

		FSF

		 Velocity Roof Fans  5m/s >4.5m

		800mm



		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		Slurry tank 1 

		36 m in diameter 

		dome solid cover 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		Slurry Tank 2

		36m in diamneter 

		dome solid cover 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		Slurry Lagoon 

		2794.5 sqm 

		floating LECA balls 

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		Farrowers 

		420

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		Dry Sows

		1876

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		Maiden Gilts above 30kg - production pig 

		1200

		 

		 

		 

		 



		 

		15-30kg 

		500

		 

		 

		 

		 



		

		Boars

		5

		

		

		

		

















		

		

		









		

		

		









Odour

There are sensitive receptors within 400 m of the farm and, therefore, an up-to-date Odour Management Plan is in place. This conforms with the SGN EPR6.09 ‘How to comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’ and the H1 Environmental Risk Assessment. There is no history of odour complaints resulting from current activities on the unit.



Noise

There are sensitive receptors within 400 m of the farm and, therefore, an up-to-date Noise Management Plan is in place. This conforms to SGN EPR6.09 ‘How to comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’ and the H1 Environmental Risk Assessment.

There is no history of noise complaints resulting from current activities on the unit.



Dust 

		

		

		







Dust Management plan in place. 

		

		

		







Site operations and pollution prevention measures



		1.Site

		2. Substance

		3. Relevant

		4. Possible failure

		5. History/records or visual

		6. Do pollution

		7. Provide details of pollution

		8.Testing and



		operations

		

		activity

		mechanism and potential

		evidence of leaks of potentially

		prevention

		prevention measures

		inspection of



		(storage and

		

		

		for pollution

		polluting substances to land

		measures exist

		

		pollution



		use)

		

		

		

		associated with the activities

		for relevant

		

		prevention



		

		

		

		

		that could result in ongoing

		activity?

		

		measures



		

		

		

		

		emissions to land, e.g. cracking

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		in hard standing, leaking tank

		

		To include: primary, e.g. tanks or

		Note: If you are not



		

		

		

		

		or bund

		

		pipework; secondary, e.g. bund or

		able to supply all of



		

		

		

		

		Detail any incidents of pollution or

		Yes/No

		hard standing and, where

		this information at



		

		

		

		

		spills from the relevant activity.

		

		present, tertiary, e.g. oil

		present, you may



		

		

		

		

		This can be based on visual

		

		interceptor

		submit the details



		

		

		

		

		assessment during site walk over

		

		

		with your Accident



		

		

		

		

		or other records and data sources

		

		

		Management Plan



		Vehicle and

		Fuel oil

		Main storage

		Failure of tank leading to

		None identified

		Yes

		Concrete base and bund

		Tank, fittings and



		machine fuel/

		

		

		spillage to land

		

		

		containing tank and fill point

		bund visually



		incinerator

		

		

		

		

		

		Double valves locked when not

		inspected monthly



		fuel

		

		

		

		

		

		in use

		and following any



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Sight gauge enclosed by guard

		notified spill



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Complies with SSAFO

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Regulations

		



		

		

		Delivery by

		Spillage from road tanker on

		None

		Yes

		Delivery by supplier’s vehicle.

		Concrete hard



		

		

		road tanker

		installation yards entering

		Evidence of minor spills on

		

		Oil tank located at edge of site

		standing area



		

		

		to installation

		clean drainage and hence

		concrete. Concrete in good

		

		to avoid unnecessary traffic past

		visually inspected



		

		

		and road

		soakaways

		condition

		

		the pig buildings

		monthly



		

		

		tanker off-

		Spillage from road tanker or

		Area drains to slurry store

		

		Tank and fixed pipework within

		Bunded area and



		

		

		loading

		delivery pipework to yard

		

		

		bunded area

		tank visually



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Concrete hard standing

		inspected before



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Materials available to soak up

		each delivery



		

		

		

		

		

		

		minor spills

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Area drains to slurry store

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		reception pit so containment

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		provided

		



		

		

		Fuelling

		Spillage on yard, overflowing

		As above

		Yes

		As above. Automatic closing

		As above



		

		

		vehicles

		tanks

		

		

		trigger, locks on valves stored in

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		bund when not in use

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Record kept of fuel use,

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		regularly reviewed

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		part of annual



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		service schedule





		

		

		









		

		

		







		1.Site

		2. Substance

		3. Relevant

		4. Possible failure

		5. History/records or visual

		6. Do pollution

		7. Provide details of pollution

		8.Testing and



		operations

		

		activity

		mechanism and potential

		evidence of leaks of potentially

		prevention

		prevention measures

		inspection of



		(storage and

		

		

		for pollution

		polluting substances to land

		measures exist

		

		pollution



		use)

		

		

		

		associated with the activities

		for relevant

		

		prevention



		

		

		

		

		that could result in ongoing

		activity?

		

		measures



		

		

		

		

		emissions to land, e.g. cracking

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		in hard standing, leaking tank

		

		To include: primary, e.g. tanks or

		Note: If you are not



		

		

		

		

		or bund

		

		pipework; secondary, e.g. bund or

		able to supply all of



		

		

		

		

		Detail any incidents of pollution or

		Yes/No

		hard standing and, where

		this information at



		

		

		

		

		spills from the relevant activity.

		

		present, tertiary, e.g. oil

		present, you may



		

		

		

		

		This can be based on visual

		

		interceptor

		submit the details



		

		

		

		

		assessment during site walk over

		

		

		with your Accident



		

		

		

		

		or other records and data 

sources

		

		

		Management Plan



		Feed

		Nutrients: Phosphorus and nitrogen



Dust

		Delivery to storage areas: dry bulk

		Spillage, split or failed pipework, dust, failure of bins

		None

		Yes

		Purpose-made dedicated stores

		Pipework and bins regularly inspected to assess condition



		

		

		Delivery to

		Spillage, split bags

		None

		Yes

		Purpose-made dedicated stores storesstores

		Regular inspection



		

		

		storage

		

		

		

		

		of facilities and



		

		

		areas: dry

		

		

		

		

		equipment



		

		

		bagged

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		Distribution: all

		Broken augers

		None

		Yes

		Auger runs kept to minimum, mostly within buildings

		Regular inspection of facilities and equipment



		

		

		Transfer

		Failure of pipework or tanks

		None

		Yes

		Bunded tanks

		Regular inspection



		

		

		from delivery

		

		

		

		

		of facilities and



		

		

		tanker to

		

		

		

		

		equipment



		

		

		storage:

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		liquid bulk

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		Feed mixing

		Failure of pipework or tanks

		None

		Yes

		Impermeable floors and hard

		Regular inspection



		

		

		and

		overflowing troughs

		

		

		standings

		of facilities and



		

		

		distribution:

		

		

		

		Feed mixing area drains directly

		equipment



		

		

		liquid

		

		

		

		to slurry reception pit

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Overhead pipework routed

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		through buildings with internal

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		slurry storage or over yard area

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		draining to slurry store

		



		Slurry

		(Nutrients)

		Storage

		Structural failure

		None

		Yes

		Dedicated purpose-built

		Regular inspection



		(including

		ammonia,

		within

		Overflow to clean water

		Below ground structures not

		

		facilities, including impermeable

		of facilities and



		dirty water)

		nitrate,

		buildings,

		stream/ground water, land

		checked for integrity but no

		

		yards and aprons, falls and

		equipment



		

		phosphate

		transfer to

		and property

		indications from use and

		

		gradients arranged to direct flow

		



		

		

		reception pit,

		

		surrounding areas of leakage

		

		to appropriate storage facilities

		



		

		

		store in main

		

		Aboveground pollution prevention

		

		and minimise contamination

		



		

		

		slurry store

		

		measures in good condition

		

		Regular monitoring of tank and

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		store contents

		







		

		

		









		

		

		







		1.Site

		2. Substance

		3. Relevant

		4. Possible failure

		5. History/records or visual

		6. Do pollution

		7. Provide details of pollution

		8.Testing and



		operations

		

		activity

		mechanism and potential

		evidence of leaks of potentially

		prevention

		prevention measures

		inspection of



		(storage and

		

		

		for pollution

		polluting substances to land

		measures exist

		

		pollution



		use)

		

		

		

		associated with the activities

		for relevant

		

		prevention



		

		

		

		

		that could result in ongoing

		activity?

		

		measures



		

		

		

		

		emissions to land, e.g. cracking

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		in hard standing, leaking tank

		

		To include: primary, e.g. tanks or

		Note: If you are not



		

		

		

		

		or bund

		

		pipework; secondary, e.g. bund or

		able to supply all of



		

		

		

		

		Detail any incidents of pollution or

		Yes/No

		hard standing and, where

		this information at



		

		

		

		

		spills from the relevant activity.

		

		present, tertiary, e.g. oil

		present, you may



		

		

		

		

		This can be based on visual

		

		interceptor

		submit the details



		

		

		

		

		assessment during site walk over

		

		

		with your Accident



		

		

		

		

		or other records and data sources

		

		

		Management Plan



		

		

		Transfer from storage to tanker

		Reception pit overflow during agitation

Leaking tanker

		None

		Yes

		Above ground slurry store fitted with double gate valves

All equipment regularly serviced

		Regular inspection of facilities and equipment



		

		

		Road transport to field

		Tanker failure, road accident

		None

		Yes

		Purpose-made equipment, regularly maintained

Fully trained operators

		Regular inspection of facilities and equipment



		

		

		Field

		Surface run-off, drain

		None

		Yes

		Spreading in accordance with

		Regular soil nutrient



		

		

		spreading

		contamination

		

		

		Manure Management Plan and

		testing



		

		

		

		

		

		

		advice from qualified person

		



		

		

		

		Over-application of plant

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		nutrients

		

		

		

		







		

		

		









		

		

		







		1.Site

		2. Substance

		3. Relevant

		4. Possible failure

		5. History/records or visual

		6. Do pollution

		7. Provide details of pollution

		8.Testing and



		operations

		

		activity

		mechanism and potential

		evidence of leaks of potentially

		prevention

		prevention measures

		inspection of



		(storage and

		

		

		for pollution

		polluting substances to land

		measures exist

		

		pollution



		use)

		

		

		

		associated with the activities

		for relevant

		

		prevention



		

		

		

		

		that could result in ongoing

		activity?

		

		measures



		

		

		

		

		emissions to land, e.g. cracking

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		in hard standing, leaking tank

		

		To include: primary, e.g. tanks or

		Note: If you are not



		

		

		

		

		or bund

		

		pipework; secondary, e.g. bund or

		able to supply all of



		

		

		

		

		Detail any incidents of pollution or

		Yes/No

		hard standing and, where

		this information at



		

		

		

		

		spills from the relevant activity.

		

		present, tertiary, e.g. oil

		present, you may



		

		

		

		

		This can be based on visual

		

		interceptor

		submit the details



		

		

		

		

		assessment during site walk over

		

		

		with your Accident



		

		

		

		

		or other records and data sources

		

		

		Management Plan



		Pesticides

		List

		Delivery and

		Spillage, leaks, overflowing,

		None

		Yes

		Transfer directly from delivery

		Deliveries monitored



		and biocides

		substances

		transfer from

		contamination of clean

		

		

		vehicle to dedicated store

		Regular inspection



		

		used

		vehicle to

		drains

		

		

		Damaged or suspect packaging

		of facilities and



		

		

		on-site

		

		

		

		rejected at time of delivery

		equipment



		

		

		storage

		

		

		

		Dedicated contained store to

		Full application



		

		

		Storage of

		

		

		

		current specification

		records



		

		

		pesticides

		

		

		

		Records kept

		Regular inspection



		

		

		Mixing of

		

		

		

		Dedicated mixing area,

		of storage area



		

		

		pesticides

		

		

		

		impermeable base, drains to

		Records kept



		

		

		Application

		

		

		

		slurry store

		



		

		

		foot dip and

		

		

		

		Trained staff with appropriate

		



		

		

		wheel wash

		

		

		

		qualifications

		



		

		

		use

		

		

		

		Relevant Codes of Practice

		



		

		

		Transfer of

		

		

		

		followed

		



		

		

		pesticide

		

		

		

		Foot dips on good concrete,

		



		

		

		and biocide

		

		

		

		drains to slurry store or dirty

		



		

		

		Disposal of

		

		

		

		water system

		



		

		

		waste

		

		

		

		Foot dips located where

		



		

		

		packaging

		

		

		

		overflowing gutters will not dilute foot dips

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Wheel wash constructed from

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		reinforced concrete with sealed

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		joints

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Dedicated container,

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		impermeable hard standing

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		within bund

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Removed from site by licensed

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		contractor

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Dedicated storage area

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		Removal by licensed collector

		







		

		

		









		

		

		







		1.Site

		2. Substance

		3. Relevant

		4. Possible failure

		5. History/records or visual

		6. Do pollution

		7. Provide details of pollution

		8.Testing and



		operations

		

		activity

		mechanism and potential

		evidence of leaks of potentially

		prevention

		prevention measures

		inspection of



		(storage and

		

		

		for pollution

		polluting substances to land

		measures exist

		

		pollution



		use)

		

		

		

		associated with the activities

		for relevant

		

		prevention



		

		

		

		

		that could result in ongoing

		activity?

		

		measures



		

		

		

		

		emissions to land, e.g. cracking

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		in hard standing, leaking tank

		

		To include: primary, e.g. tanks or

		Note: If you are not



		

		

		

		

		or bund

		

		pipework; secondary, e.g. bund or

		able to supply all of



		

		

		

		

		Detail any incidents of pollution or

		Yes/No

		hard standing and, where

		this information at



		

		

		

		

		spills from the relevant activity.

		

		present, tertiary, e.g. oil

		present, you may



		

		

		

		

		This can be based on visual

		

		interceptor

		submit the details



		

		

		

		

		assessment during site walk over

		

		

		with your Accident



		

		

		

		

		or other records and data sources

		

		

		Management Plan



		Dirty

		Nutrients,

		Wash waters

		No wash water on yards 

 yards and is kept within housing slurry system. 

		

		

		

		



		water/wash

		pesticides,

		from rearing

		

		

		

		

		



		waters

		biocides

		units/yard/

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		equipment

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		Drainage

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		from rearing

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		units/yard

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		Area

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		below

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		ground

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		storage

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		Above

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		ground

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		storage

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		standards







		

		

		









		

		

		















		

		

		








002 Summary of Proposed Changes



		Farm Name:  Wheaton Ashton Farm

		Applicant:  Belmont Farms Ltd







Date: 16th September 2024 



1. Part Surrender the site boundary to the north west as per the site boundary plans provided, these buildings have been decommissioned and no longer in pig production. – details in Part surrender procedures document, the area outline in red on the Site Surrender Plan v2. 

2. Increase permit boundary as per site boundary plan to include location of new concrete slurry stores, increase permit boundary to include AD that was not in the 2011 variation. 

3. Decommission one of the two existing slurry lagoons – details in Part surrender procedures document 

4. Construct two new covered concrete slurry tanks. 

5. Remove DDA- on site incinerator 

6. Change to pig numbers- site will operate as a breeding unit and pig numbers will be: 

a. Dry Sows : 1876

b. Farrowers : 420 

c. Production pigs above 30 kg (maiden Gilts):1200 

d. Pigs below 30kg : 500 

e. Boares – 5 in building 2 

7. Update site emission points as per site plans and detailed in technical standards document. 

8. Buildings A and B to renovate and convert to farrowing and dry sow accommodation called builds 1,2 and 3 on new site plan. 

9. Renovate buildings 4,5,6,7,8 and 9 to accommodate maiden guilts and replacements. 

10. Add Permeate Whey and Lactose as further materials used to feed the digester. 






009 Site Condition Report


		

		



		Farm Name:  Wheaton Ashton Farm

		Applicant:  Belmont Farms Limited 



		

		





Date: 09/07/2024


Prepared by: Harry Edwards and Mat Beale of the Farm Consultancy Group with information prepared by Michael Rolston. 


		1.0 SITE DETAILS



		



		Name of the applicant



		Belmont Farms Limited



		Activity address




		Wheaton Ashton Farm


Little Onn, Church Eaton,


Staffordshire


ST20 0AU



		National grid reference




		SJ8369414816





		Document reference and dates for Site Condition Report at permit application and surrender



		09/07/2024





		Document references for site plans (including location and boundaries)



		Wheaton Ashton Site Plan





Note:


In Part A of the application form you must give us details of the site’s location and provide us with a site plan. We need a detailed site plan (or plans) showing:


· Site location, the area covered by the site condition report, and the location and nature of the activities and/or waste facilities on the site.

· Locations of receptors, sources of emissions/releases, and monitoring points.

· Site drainage.

· Site surfacing.

If this information is not shown on the site plan required by Part A of the application form then you should submit the additional plan or plans with this site condition report. 

		2.0 Condition of the land at permit issue






		Environmental setting including:


· geology


· hydrogeology


· surface waters




		The installation covers approximately 7.54 hectares. The surrounding land is predominantly used for a mixture of arable cropping.

Soilscape 18:


Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils


Texture:
Loamy and clayey


Coverage:
England: 19.9%,Wales: 2.4%,England & Wales:17.5%


Drainage:
Impeded drainage
[image: image1.png]

Fertility:
Moderate
[image: image2.png]

Landcover:
Grassland and arable some woodland


Habitats:
Seasonally wet pastures and woodlands


Carbon:
Low


Drains to:
Stream network


Water protection:
Main risks are associated with overland flow from compacted or poached fields. Organic slurry, dirty water, fertiliser, pathogens and fine sediment can all move in suspension or solution with overland flow or drain water


According to the postcode search facilities on the environment agency website, the site is not within a source protection zone. However, the site is within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone.


Nitrate Vulnerable Zone Name


River Trent


Type of Nitrate Vulnerable Zone


Surface Water


Status of NVZ since 2013 designations


Surface Water


Unique Reference Number





		Pollution history including:


· pollution incidents that may have affected land


· historical land-uses and associated contaminants 


· any visual/olfactory evidence of existing contamination


· evidence of damage to pollution prevention measures 




		The site is currently an intensive pig unit, run as a breeding and finishing unut. 

No history of pollution problems has been reported.



		Evidence of historic contamination, for example, historical site investigation, assessment, remediation and verification reports (where available)




		Not applicable



		Baseline soil and groundwater reference data




		No formal assessments have been made of the soil on the site.



		Supporting information

		None





		3.0 Permitted activities






		Permitted activities 




		Background:

The site is run as a fully slatted based system with frequent slurry removal.  The buildings have a slurry slat depth of 800 mm and slurry is removed at least every 12 weeks. Slurry is pumped through a separator, with the liquid fraction entering the slurry lagoons, and the solid fraction exported off site.  The buildings were constructed over 10 years ago with high velocity roof fans. 


The unit operates dry feed, wet feed and liquid feed systems. The diets fed to all the pigs throughout all stages are balanced nutritionally and formulated in such a way to minimise the production and emissions of ammonia, odours, dust and the overall environmental impact of the farming activities. The unit operates a reduced crude protein diet. 


Nipple drinkers are used throughout to prevent water wastage. Meter readings will be taken on a regular basis to monitor water consumption and to detect the presence of any leakages. 


All lorries are washed out and disinfected regularly, maintaining cleanliness to a high standard. Each lorry is equipped with a shovel, bag and brush for instant clean-up of accidental spillages, thus reducing emissions of both dust and odour.  


These measures are intended to reduce the production and emission of ammonia odours and to prevent dust and liquids escaping into the environment. 


The batch system enables the housing to be cleaned out on a regular basis, ensuring all pig housing is as clean as possible. 


All dead stock is disposed of via deadstock collection, bins as per the site plan to avoid contamination in lockable bins. 






		Non-permitted activities undertaken




		None



		Document references for:


· plan showing activity layout; and

· environmental risk assessment.



		Wheaton Ashton Site Layout

010 – Wheaton Ashton Environmental Risk Assessment May 24





Note:


In Part B of the application form you must tell us about the activities that you will undertake at the site. You must also give us an environmental risk assessment.  This risk assessment must be based on our guidance (Environmental Risk Assessment - EPR H1) or use an equivalent approach.


It is essential that you identify in your environmental risk assessment all the substances used and produced that could pollute the soil or groundwater if there were an accident, or if measures to protect land fail. 


These include substances that would be classified as ‘dangerous’ under the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) regulations and also raw materials, fuels, intermediates, products, wastes and effluents. 

If your submitted environmental risk assessment does not adequately address the risks to soil and groundwater we may need to request further information from you or even refuse your permit application.

		4.0 Changes to the activity





		Have there been any changes to the activity boundary?




		Yes –additional land required to add new AD plant as per variation in 2011. 


Yes – part surrender application and variation to increase permit boundary to include new slurry tanks as per V003 supporting documents. 



		Have there been any changes to the permitted activities?




		Site to be operated and a breeding unit only. 



		Have any ‘dangerous substances’ not identified in the Application Site Condition Report been used or produced as a result of the permitted activities?




		



		Checklist of supporting information

		· Plan showing any changes to the boundary (where relevant)


· Description of the changes to the permitted activities (where relevant)


· List of ‘dangerous substances’ used/produced by the permitted activities that were not identified in the Application Site Condition Report  (where relevant)





		5.0  Measures taken to protect land






		N/A





		Checklist of supporting information

		· Inspection records and summary of findings of inspections for all pollution prevention measures


· Records of maintenance, repair and replacement of pollution prevention measures





		6.0 Pollution incidents that may have had an impact on land, and their remediation






		N/A





		Checklist of supporting information

		· Records of pollution incidents that may have impacted on land


· Records of their investigation and remediation





		7.0 Soil gas and water quality monitoring (where undertaken)






		



		Checklist of supporting information

		· Description of soil gas and/or water monitoring undertaken


· Monitoring results (including graphs)





		8.0 Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk






		



		Checklist of supporting information

		· Site closure plan


· List of potential sources of pollution risk


· Investigation and remediation reports (where relevant)





		9.0 Reference data and remediation (where relevant)






		



		Checklist of supporting information

		· Land and/or groundwater data collected at application (if collected)


· Land and/or groundwater data collected at surrender (where needed)


· Assessment of satisfactory state


· Remediation and verification reports (where undertaken)





		10.0 Statement of site condition






		





Site Condition Report

EPR/BP3709LB




Dec 24 Little Onn 

						Date		11/27/24

						Customer		Belmont

						Mixing site		Little Onn

						Batch weight kg (mix)		1000

						Mixing cost

						Pigs/batch

		Material purchase price		Composition				Dry Sow

								SW51

						Ration cost ð		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0

								100		0		0		0		0

				Barley				70.00

				Wheat				18.20

				Hipro soya				2.51

				Soya oil				0.79

				GCF JMW Dry sow premix				3.50

				GCF JMW Lac sow premix

				Soya hulls				5.00

				GCF Dry sow plus 38

				GCF Lac sow plus 

				Limestone

























				Oil AH		%		3.30

				Crude Protein		%		10.80

				Crude fibre		%		5.80

				Ash		%		4.80

				Total Lysine		%		0.58

				SID Lysine (pig)		%		0.48

				Net Energy		MJ		9.40

				Copper		PPM		20.00										       

				Calcium		%		0.82

				Digestible Phos		%		0.38
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Dec 24 Manor



						Date		12/6/24

						Customer		Belmont

						Mixing site		Little Onn

						Batch weight kg (mix)		1000

						Mixing cost

						Pigs/batch

		Material purchase price		Composition				Gilt grower



						Ration cost ð		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0		£   - 0

								100		0		0		0		0		0		0

				Barley				32.50

				Wheat				44.90

				Hipro soya				7.70

				Soya oil				0.80

				Sugar beet pulp				8.00

				Soya hulls				2.50

				GCF JMW Dry sow premix 35

				GCF JMW Lac sow premix 37

				GCF Weaner plus premix 30

				GCF JMW Ad lib Gilt premix 32

				GCF Gilt 36 premix				3.60























				Oil AH		%		2.90

				Crude Protein		%		13.10

				Crude fibre		%		5.10

				Ash		%		5.22

				Total Lysine		%		0.84

				SID Lysine (pig)		%		0.72

				Net Energy		MJ		9.55

				Copper		PPM		20.00														       

				Calcium		%		0.90

				Digestible Phos		%		0.42
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021 Proposed Part Surrender  

		Farm Name:

		Wheaton Aston Pig Unit 

		Operator: 

		Belmont Farms Limited 





Date:  November 2024  

Prepared by: Harry Edwards, The Farm Consultancy Group, using information provided by Mr Michael Rolston.

The proposed changes are outlined below:

1. As shown in the site plan, there will additionally be a Low risk - part surrender of the permit area for the redundant pig buildings no longer in use. These buildings were washed out and cleaned to ensure risk of pollution is minimised. The buildings have been removed, and building waste taken via licenced contractors and disposed of as required, records of which are available in the farm office. The site now is no longer to be part of the pig unit and is clean with no risk to pollution. 

2. The slurry lagoon will be emptied and dug out to remove all manure and slurry. The lagoon structure will remain. It has already been disconnected and does not have a link to any of the slurry pipework. It is currently filled with rainwater. 


Doc 020 – Site Surrender Plan V2 

[image: A map of a farm

Description automatically generated]Lagoon to be decommissioned 
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SN15 5PD
fcgagric.com

The content of this email is confidential and intended for the recipient specified in message only. It is strictly forbidden to share any part
of this message with any third party, without a written consent of the sender. If you received this message by mistake, please reply to
this message and follow with its deletion, so that we can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the future.

 
 
 
From: SM-Defra-RESP-notifications (DEFRA) <RESP-notifications@defra.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 December 2024 11:11
To: Harry Edwards <harryedwards@fcgagric.com>
Cc: Cummins, Kate <kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk>; Noden, Dean
<Dean.Noden@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Subject: EPR/BP3709LB/V003 and EPR/BP3709LB/S004 - We Need More Information About Your
Applications (not duly made request for information) CRM:0270062

 

 
 
Dear Harry Edwards 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016

Application references: EPR/BP3709LB/V003 and EPR/BP3709LB/S004

Operator: BELMONT FARMS LIMITED

Facility: Wheaton Aston Farm Pig Unit - EPR/BP3709LB, Little Onn, Stafford, ST20
0AU

Thank you for your applications received on 21/11/2024. 

We need to ask you for some missing information before we can do any more work on
your applications (I have separated out the questions 1 - 8 for the variation application
and 9 - 12 for the partial surrender application below). Please provide us with more

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcgagric.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415652615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJHC7aTdIPjzOa%2BxBhJGdPxIyANGO61%2B7HpRVJVoTEA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fthefarmconsultancygroup&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415666949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D2vJd9pOgoOMwSQTTftf6mjX%2FnFBqgiAOcZXrD87wkw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Ffarmconsultancy&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415680858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VHDDAFE2wCJCqrowNlLiVLol2LkMwDcUIlXffVOSH7w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fthe-farm-consultancy-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415694451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wTeiyXvq7c11y4U6%2F8bEik1kFIxG4ryQXNp0dIGP2%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffarmconsultancygroup&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415707813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZqt6VhAP%2F0H4YixjtnQEUG%2BgVmEjzBy%2FRN36QQG3%2Bw%3D&reserved=0


information to the following questions, and submit the additional fee required:
 

EPR/BP3709LB/V003 – substantial variation application
 

1. Installation boundary – it appears that the AD plant has been built outside of
permitted boundary in EPR/KP3537MX/V002 issued 09/06/11, so this area will need to
be included in an updated installation boundary plan and details added to an updated
site condition report (requested below). Please note, your  revised installation
boundary plan may need to include the area to be partially surrendered if you cannot
provide one or more of the responses required for the partial surrender application
below, because if we are able to progress the variation to duly made but not the
partial surrender then we will be assessing the variation with the increased areas of
land and the areas you wish to surrender will still need to be included in the
installation boundary. We cannot remove areas of land in a variation application only,
although we can extend the boundary to include the additional areas required for the
AD plant and slurry tanks.

 

Current installation boundary:

 

 

 



Proposed installation boundary:

 

 

2. Non-technical summary (NTS) – you have ticked in application form C3.5 that the
NTS is document 002; this document is named as the ‘summary of proposed
changes’ and mentions the surrender of land to the east, which is not clear in any of
the plans. We believe that the main area to be surrendered is to the north/northwest?
Please clarify and include in the document an NTS in the usual format describing the
operations in general, as these are changing from the original NTS. Please adapt this
document if any of the responses for the partial surrender application queries below
cannot be provided and the partial surrender application cannot be duly made. – this
was an error and should be west, New NTS attached in NTS.

 

3. Ammonia and BAT assessments
Since submission of the application, we have published revised ammonia emission
factors (EFs) on 29/11/2024; please see the following link for further
information: Ammonia emission factors for pig and poultry screening, modelling and
reporting - GOV.UK. This means that the modelling you have submitted is not using
the correct emission factors and they may also not meet the required BAT AELs. We
can complete sensitivity checks during the audit of the modelling once the
application is duly made, against the changes and any other discrepancies (see
below) however if the conclusion is different to the current one of demonstrating a
reduction of impacts from the change in proposal then we may require you to submit
updated modelling. Please confirm the following: 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fammonia-emission-factors-for-pig-and-poultry-screening-modelling-and-reporting&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415721279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IqL2Wllg6KZ9S%2B2Gtg14pAqc05oI0Ap9Nf8H%2BfWiCHw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fammonia-emission-factors-for-pig-and-poultry-screening-modelling-and-reporting&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415721279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IqL2Wllg6KZ9S%2B2Gtg14pAqc05oI0Ap9Nf8H%2BfWiCHw%3D&reserved=0


a. Please confirm the heights and efflux velocities for the roof fans in pig houses with
this type of ventilation – the height and velocities are inconsistent in the pre-
application request (which stated all at height 5.5m or greater and efflux velocity at or
greater than 7m/s  - which is the criteria for high velocity roof fans), and the modelling
report which has a height of 5.5m for house 2, and 4.5m for houses 5 – 9, and all these
houses with an efflux velocity of 5m/s, which would indicate they are not classed as
high velocity fans. The TS information for these is also inconsistent. I have attached a
spreadsheet with the discrepancies highlighted. These have been amended in the
various documents and attached, to confirm the modelling is correct.

 

b. Following publication of revised emission factors on 29/11/2024 we can no longer
accept frequent slurry removal emission factors unless this is weekly removal.
Therefore we apply the fully slatted floor (FSF) emission factors. Please see the
attached spreadsheet which includes some information comparing the mass balance
ammonia emissions using the old emission factors with the new ones we propose are
the appropriate ones. Please confirm you agree with the emission factors indicated
for each livestock type or amend any details and highlight them where you have made
any changes. Please note, the mass balance calculations for the baseline livestock
numbers shows that the new EFs will be a lower baseline and this will be used in our
sensitivity checks for the modelling. Please call me if you nee further explanation for
this. I confirm we agree with the revised EM, I presume these will be revised down
when crude protein is used to comply with BAT AEL

 

c. Please confirm if the dry sows in proposed houses 2 and 3, and the production pigs >
30kg (unserved gilts) in proposed houses 5 – 8 are remaining as the same type of
livestock, or if these houses are currently used for other types of livestock in the
current permit, ideally providing a plan of the existing layout out with houses
numbered B1 – B24.  Dry sows and production pigs > 30kg (unserved gilts) do not
meet the BAT AEL for new plant (which includes refurbished plant to accommodate a
different livestock type). Figures 3a and 3b on page 18 of the detailed ammonia
modelling report submitted with the application show the locations of the sources
(pig houses) but they aren’t numbered. We need to establish which houses are B1 –
B24 in figure 3a, so it can then be checked if the houses have the same type of
livestock in for the proposal and therefore are classed as existing plant or the
livestock is changing (and hence rearing regime) and are classed as new plant for BAT
AEL purposes. – These should be treated as new plant

 

d. If houses 2, 3 and 5 – 8 are classed as new plant (as described above) then please
provide mitigation measures to reduce the emission factor to meet the BAT AELs, with
evidence to back up the % reduction claimed. One measure would be if the crude
protein levels in the feed were lower than those assumed in the new emission factors.
The new emission factors for sows on FSF and production pigs on FSF are 2.94 kg
NH3/ap/year and 2.813 kg NH3/ap/year respectively and these are based on average
crude protein levels of 15.8% and 18%, respectively. For every 1% reduction in CP %
we can apply a 10% reduction in the emission factor (up to a maximum of 20%



reduction in the emission factor) but we need evidence of the feed crude protein
levels to be provided. Also please note, as you have confirmed the slurry depth will
not exceed 800mm in depth we can accept this FSF system meets narrative BAT
techniques regardless of slurry removal frequency, without the need for further
mitigation for new or redeveloped housing permitted after the publication of the IRPP
BAT conclusions on 21/02/2017,such as an air cleaning system, slurry cooling and/or
pH reduction of slurry. as you have confirmed the pit will not exceed 800mm we can
accept this FSF system meets narrative BAT techniques regardless of slurry removal
frequency, without the need for further mitigation for new/redeveloped housing
permitted after the publication of the IRPP BAT conclusions on 21/02/2017, such as
an air cleaning system, slurry cooling and/or pH reduction of the slurry.as you have
confirmed the pit will not exceed 800mm we can accept this FSF system meets
narrative BAT techniques regardless of slurry removal frequency, without the need for
further mitigation for new/redeveloped housing permitted after the publication of the
IRPP BAT conclusions on 21/02/2017, such as an air cleaning system, slurry cooling
and/or pH reduction of the slurry.Also please note, as you have confirmed the pit will
not exceed 800mm we can accept this FSF system meets narrative BAT techniques
regardless of slurry removal frequency, without the need for further mitigation for
new/redeveloped housing permitted after the publication of the IRPP BAT conclusions
on 21/02/2017, such as an air cleaning system, slurry cooling and/or pH reduction of
the slurry.Also please note, as you have confirmed the pit will not exceed 800mm we
can accept this FSF system meets narrative BAT techniques regardless of slurry
removal frequency, without the need for further mitigation for new/redeveloped
housing permitted after the publication of the IRPP BAT conclusions on 21/02/2017,
such as an air cleaning system, slurry cooling and/or pH reduction of the slurry. To
confirm will comply with BAT AEL with reduced crude protein as detailed in the
attached feed sheets.

 

e. Are there any boars on site, both for the current permit and the proposal, and if so
how many and where are they housed? These will need to be included in the
ammonia assessment. 5 Boars in building 2 which is the same as current baseline.

 

f. The modelling hasn’t included two LWS that didn’t screen out, as listed in the pre-
application advice letter as The Rookery LWS and Gorse Covert LWS – the nearest
points to the installation boundary are at approximately 384464, 314486 and 383383,
315201 respectively. We can complete sensitivity checks for these but may require
revised modelling if the outcome doesn’t agree with the overall conclusion of a
reduction in impacts for the proposal. – agree and understood.

 

g. The area of the slurry lagoon in the modelling is 2,794.5m2, however the area for the
pre-application request was stated as 2,479m2, which is correct? – 2,794.5 sqm is
correct

 
      h. Modelling data files  - please submit the modelling input data files to enable the audit to be
undertaken. Emailed to you today.

 



4. Technical standards – I haven’t assessed this in detail, but the slurry lagoon has
been omitted from the ‘buildings inventory’ (should this be renamed ‘emissions table’
as referred to in the drainage section?) and it calls the roof fans ‘high velocity ‘ fans
but they don’t meet the criteria of a height of 5.5m or greater (and efflux velocity of
7m/s or greater as detailed above). In addition there is no mention of boars, so please
add if there are any on site. – amended to include slurry lagoon and boars and
ventilation is amended.

 

5. Site Condition Report (SCR) – in application form C3.5 it lists as updated site
condition report as document 009 but none has been submitted, so please provide
this for the additional area for the slurry tanks included (and for closure of part of site
for partial surrender as mentioned below if applicable, depending on whether the
partial surrender application can be duly made). Please ensure the SCR is in the H5
format detailed here: Environmental permitting: H5 Site condition report - GOV.UK.
SCR attached.

 

6. Dust and bioaerosol management plan (DBMP) fee – you have submitted a DBMP
as there are receptors within 100m of the installation boundary and there hasn’t been
one submitted with previous permit applications. Please submit an additional
application fee of £620 for its assessment. – fee has now been paid

 

7. Standby generator – in document 010 environmental risk assessment submitted
with the application, it mentions a back-up generator for use when power supply is
lost. Please confirm the location of the standby generator on a revised site layout
plan, the net thermal rated input of the standby generator, and that it will not be
tested more than 50 hours per year or operated for more than 500 hours per year
(averaged over 3 years) for combined testing and emergency use only as a temporary
power source if there is a mains power failure. – waiting for conformation of thermal
input and location, I can confirm it will be tested for no more than 50 hours and
operated for no more than 500 hours per year.

 

8. Summary of Environment Management System (EMS) – in application form C3.5 it
lists as updated summary of EMS as document 006 but none has been submitted , so
please provide this. – attached.

 

EPR/BP3709LB/S004 – partial surrender application
 

9. Site surrender plan 020 – in the plan (see below) it has indicated the area to be
removed but this also removes the area which includes (in part – see point 1 above)
the AD plant. Please submit a revised plan ensuring the area for the AD plant is not
removed. Amended plan attached.

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fenvironmental-permitting-h5-site-condition-report&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415734995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nxv3fSj6YnIVzcrVLe%2FIT%2BJ4RlduOhnuTOwwA8nHeOQ%3D&reserved=0


 

 

10. Low risk surrender agreement – you have ticked the box in form E2 that you have
had pre-application discussions and provide document reference 001 as evidence,
but this is for the pre-application ammonia screening advice. You need to provide
confirmation from the area regulatory officer that a site visit has been completed and
they are happy for the low risk surrender to take place. Please refer to the E2 guidance
here: Form-guidance-EPC-Part-E2-surrender-application.pdf for further information.
Please note, the site inspector Dean Noden is currently on leave, returning on
02/01/2025 so I suggest contacting him as soon as possible on his return to discuss
this. I have copied him in for awareness and so you have his email address. – I have
left message, I have emailed and await date to confirm site visit.

 

11. Partial surrender procedures – within document 002 summary of proposed changes
it refers to part surrender procedures document, including mention of
decommissioning one of two lagoons.  I assume the partial surrender procedures
document is 021 Proposed Part Surrender, but this doesn’t include mention of the
lagoon being removed and what measures have been completed to remove it, or
where the lagoon is located. Please indicate the location of the lagoon to be removed
on the revised surrender plan requested above. Site surrender plan confirms location,
this will still remain within the permit boundary and just not be used as a lagoon
anymore.

 

12. Site Condition Report (SCR) - please provide an updated SCR including sections 8 –
10 for closure of part of site (as mentioned above for variation application V003). SCR
attached

 

If you are unable to arrange a site visit for the surrender application before the deadline for
responses below, we may be able to proceed with the variation once we have acceptable

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F5ea01716e90e0704955ec597%2FForm-guidance-EPC-Part-E2-surrender-application.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415749986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Ba0ACtnAYPZ2XesloF4%2BL24jag1z57EL7zF5mXxXwGk%3D&reserved=0


responses for points 1 – 8, and return the partial surrender application as not duly made
(retaining 20% of the application fee), and you may submit that at a later stage.
 
You must send us the information and payment by 06/01/2025.

Details of how to pay are given in Part F of the application form.

If we do not receive this by this deadline we will return your application. 

If we receive what is missing by the deadline, we will continue to check your application.
We’ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’.
Duly made means that we have all the information we need to begin determination.
Determination is where we assess your application and decide if we can allow what
you’ve asked for. 

We’ll let you know by email whether your applications can be duly made. If they can’t be
duly made, we’ll return your applications to you.

If we do have to return your application(s) we’ll send you a partial refund of your
application(s) payment. We’ll retain 20% of the application charge to cover our costs in
reviewing your application. This maximum amount we’ll retain is capped at £1,500.
Further information on charging can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-
licences-tables-of-charges.

Note: Our email system has a file size limit of 25MB, if your returns exceed this limit you
will have to arrange an online file transfer. Please ensure the file transfer link does not
have a time limit on it.

If you have any questions please phone or email me, but please note, I am only in work
today and tomorrow 19/12/2024, next week Tuesday (Christmas Eve) until 12pm, and
Friday 27/12/2024, and then off until 02/01/2025.
 
Please reply directly to this email with your information, and copy me in.
 
Kind regards,
Kate
 

Kate Cummins
Senior Permitting Officer, National Permitting Service, Operations – Regulation, Monitoring
and Customer
Environment Agency | Richard Fairclough House, Latchford, Warrington WA4 1HT

kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk  
External: 020302 50727 
Mobile: 07342 060495
 

Please note: my working days are Tuesday - Friday

Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey – click NPS Survey

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fenvironmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415765957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SrhRr973h%2BzLJiLpGY00HrzzLvioDXggNFHhVhvVYAw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fenvironmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415765957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SrhRr973h%2BzLJiLpGY00HrzzLvioDXggNFHhVhvVYAw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FNPScustomer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415781910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KS1D5B5A66w2jwBpp2kNdtywIq%2FVxLSzq%2F7THH%2BTouY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fenvagency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415796977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0G4q7xgkLEV3CMc3MyqSswJ%2FkZ9MQw8kZJRvYaOUVQo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fenvironmentagency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415812522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E0ag6YsGR5Ryd8%2FQfTMLpHkQ23TZdBygVm3XdnFT7J4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.co.uk%2Fuser%2FEnvironmentAgencyTV&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.cummins%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdf629d1f30774ac8df0808dd363633a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638726329415827021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CoF6XLJc%2BSnYlvdz6PgIdP4VoHpqRre62tAGOB7reqI%3D&reserved=0
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