009 Site Condition Report

	
	

	Farm Name:  Wheaton Ashton Farm
	Applicant:  Belmont Farms Limited 

	
	


Date: 09/07/2024

Prepared by: Harry Edwards and Mat Beale of the Farm Consultancy Group with information prepared by Michael Rolston. 

	1.0 SITE DETAILS

	

	Name of the applicant

	Belmont Farms Limited

	Activity address


	Wheaton Ashton Farm

Little Onn, Church Eaton,

Staffordshire

ST20 0AU

	National grid reference


	SJ8369414816


	Document reference and dates for Site Condition Report at permit application and surrender

	09/07/2024


	Document references for site plans (including location and boundaries)

	Wheaton Ashton Site Plan


Note:

In Part A of the application form you must give us details of the site’s location and provide us with a site plan. We need a detailed site plan (or plans) showing:

· Site location, the area covered by the site condition report, and the location and nature of the activities and/or waste facilities on the site.
· Locations of receptors, sources of emissions/releases, and monitoring points.
· Site drainage.
· Site surfacing.
If this information is not shown on the site plan required by Part A of the application form then you should submit the additional plan or plans with this site condition report. 
	2.0 Condition of the land at permit issue



	Environmental setting including:

· geology

· hydrogeology

· surface waters


	The installation covers approximately 7.54 hectares. The surrounding land is predominantly used for a mixture of arable cropping.
Soilscape 18:

Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils

Texture:
Loamy and clayey

Coverage:
England: 19.9%,Wales: 2.4%,England & Wales:17.5%

Drainage:
Impeded drainage
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Fertility:
Moderate
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Landcover:
Grassland and arable some woodland

Habitats:
Seasonally wet pastures and woodlands

Carbon:
Low

Drains to:
Stream network

Water protection:
Main risks are associated with overland flow from compacted or poached fields. Organic slurry, dirty water, fertiliser, pathogens and fine sediment can all move in suspension or solution with overland flow or drain water

According to the postcode search facilities on the environment agency website, the site is not within a source protection zone. However, the site is within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone.

Nitrate Vulnerable Zone Name

River Trent

Type of Nitrate Vulnerable Zone

Surface Water

Status of NVZ since 2013 designations

Surface Water

Unique Reference Number


	Pollution history including:

· pollution incidents that may have affected land

· historical land-uses and associated contaminants 

· any visual/olfactory evidence of existing contamination

· evidence of damage to pollution prevention measures 


	The site is currently an intensive pig unit, run as a breeding and finishing unut. 
No history of pollution problems has been reported.

	Evidence of historic contamination, for example, historical site investigation, assessment, remediation and verification reports (where available)


	Not applicable

	Baseline soil and groundwater reference data


	No formal assessments have been made of the soil on the site.

	Supporting information
	None


	3.0 Permitted activities



	Permitted activities 


	Background:
The site is run as a fully slatted based system with frequent slurry removal.  The buildings have a slurry slat depth of 800 mm and slurry is removed at least every 12 weeks. Slurry is pumped through a separator, with the liquid fraction entering the slurry lagoons, and the solid fraction exported off site.  The buildings were constructed over 10 years ago with high velocity roof fans. 

The unit operates dry feed, wet feed and liquid feed systems. The diets fed to all the pigs throughout all stages are balanced nutritionally and formulated in such a way to minimise the production and emissions of ammonia, odours, dust and the overall environmental impact of the farming activities. The unit operates a reduced crude protein diet. 

Nipple drinkers are used throughout to prevent water wastage. Meter readings will be taken on a regular basis to monitor water consumption and to detect the presence of any leakages. 

All lorries are washed out and disinfected regularly, maintaining cleanliness to a high standard. Each lorry is equipped with a shovel, bag and brush for instant clean-up of accidental spillages, thus reducing emissions of both dust and odour.  

These measures are intended to reduce the production and emission of ammonia odours and to prevent dust and liquids escaping into the environment. 

The batch system enables the housing to be cleaned out on a regular basis, ensuring all pig housing is as clean as possible. 

All dead stock is disposed of via deadstock collection, bins as per the site plan to avoid contamination in lockable bins. 



	Non-permitted activities undertaken


	None

	Document references for:

· plan showing activity layout; and
· environmental risk assessment.

	Wheaton Ashton Site Layout
010 – Wheaton Ashton Environmental Risk Assessment May 24


Note:

In Part B of the application form you must tell us about the activities that you will undertake at the site. You must also give us an environmental risk assessment.  This risk assessment must be based on our guidance (Environmental Risk Assessment - EPR H1) or use an equivalent approach.

It is essential that you identify in your environmental risk assessment all the substances used and produced that could pollute the soil or groundwater if there were an accident, or if measures to protect land fail. 

These include substances that would be classified as ‘dangerous’ under the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) regulations and also raw materials, fuels, intermediates, products, wastes and effluents. 
If your submitted environmental risk assessment does not adequately address the risks to soil and groundwater we may need to request further information from you or even refuse your permit application.
	4.0 Changes to the activity


	Have there been any changes to the activity boundary?


	Yes –additional land required to add new AD plant as per variation in 2011. 

Yes – part surrender application and variation to increase permit boundary to include new slurry tanks as per V003 supporting documents. 

	Have there been any changes to the permitted activities?


	Site to be operated and a breeding unit only. 

	Have any ‘dangerous substances’ not identified in the Application Site Condition Report been used or produced as a result of the permitted activities?


	

	Checklist of supporting information
	· Plan showing any changes to the boundary (where relevant)

· Description of the changes to the permitted activities (where relevant)

· List of ‘dangerous substances’ used/produced by the permitted activities that were not identified in the Application Site Condition Report  (where relevant)


	5.0  Measures taken to protect land



	N/A


	Checklist of supporting information
	· Inspection records and summary of findings of inspections for all pollution prevention measures

· Records of maintenance, repair and replacement of pollution prevention measures


	6.0 Pollution incidents that may have had an impact on land, and their remediation



	N/A


	Checklist of supporting information
	· Records of pollution incidents that may have impacted on land

· Records of their investigation and remediation


	7.0 Soil gas and water quality monitoring (where undertaken)



	

	Checklist of supporting information
	· Description of soil gas and/or water monitoring undertaken

· Monitoring results (including graphs)


	8.0 Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk



	

	Checklist of supporting information
	· Site closure plan

· List of potential sources of pollution risk

· Investigation and remediation reports (where relevant)


	9.0 Reference data and remediation (where relevant)



	

	Checklist of supporting information
	· Land and/or groundwater data collected at application (if collected)

· Land and/or groundwater data collected at surrender (where needed)

· Assessment of satisfactory state

· Remediation and verification reports (where undertaken)


	10.0 Statement of site condition



	


Site Condition Report

EPR/BP3709LB

