
From: steve raasch
To: Kate Wray
Subject: Re: EPR/MP3735ZY/V005 - Three Nooks Wood - Further information required
Date: 18 June 2026 14:24:36
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
Biomass Boiler Application Requirements (1).doc
Non technical summary.doc
Three Nooks Wood.xlsx

Hi Kate

1. Boilers are existing and not being changed, correction to thermal input for each boiler given in NTS and
referencing layout/drainage changes.
2. Boiler C as marked on layout plan is the boiler changing fuel to Grade A, capacity 275kg/hr.
3. Back up LPG boiler first used 2017. Back up use only in the event of biomass breakdown. Average yearly
operating hours 250 including testing.
    Boiler is serviced annually to ensure correct operation.

Regards

Steve

On Thu, 18 Jun 2026 at 11:42, Kate Wray <kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk> wrote:

Hi Steve,

 

Can you address the points below please:

 

1. Update the NTS to reference the changes to site layout and drainage shown on the revised plan please, as it
currently states no change.

 

2. Biomass boilers:

The site is currently permitted for 2 biomass boilers with a thermal input of 0.199MWth and 1 biomass
boiler with a thermal input of 1.070Mwth. Confirm whether the biomass boilers are being changed as part
of this application and update any relevant documents accordingly
Provide details of all three biomass boilers on the biomass boiler requirements form.
Complete the adjacent building heights section of the biomass boiler requirements form.
Confirm the capacity of biomass boiler A which will burn Grade A waste wood, in kg/hr.

 

3. Confirm the following details regarding the backup boiler:

Date of the start of the operation of the boiler.
Under what circumstances the boiler would be used.
Expected number of annual operating hours, including testing.
Steps taken to control emissions and maintain the burner.

 

You must submit this information by 19/06/2026.

If we do not receive this by this deadline we will return your application. 

If we receive what is missing by the deadline, we will continue to check your application. We’ll check to see if
there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’. Duly made means that we have all the
information we need to begin determination. Determination is where we assess your application and decide if we
can allow what you’ve asked for. 

We’ll let you know by email whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly made, we’ll return
your application to you.

mailto:stephenraasch@gmail.com
mailto:kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk

Environment
), W Agency




For homes and habitats




























Application information requirements for assessing air emissions from biomass boilers at EPR intensive farms

Required information

Please supply the following information:

		Number of biomass boilers                                


		3



		Stack height (from ground level)

		C - 9.6m



		Thermal input in MW or kW of each boiler

		C -1115Kw, A – 234kw B – 234kw.



		The exact grid reference(s) of the stack(s)

		C - 340448,433932

A – 340317,434039


B – 340309,434001



		The exact grid reference of the centre of the farm

		340444,433919



		A plan giving layout of the farm including dimensions.

		



		Fuel type (virgin wood, straw or miscanthus)

		C - Woodchip/Grade A

A&B – Virgin woodchip



		Approximate fuel storage tonnage

		50T



		Details of accident prevention measures - please provide risk assessment document

		



		Details of what happens to the ash, e.g. exported from site as waste or added to the manure for spreading on land. 

		Added to manure for land spreading



		Confirmation that the boiler and its installation meet the technical criteria to be eligible for the Renewable Heat Incentive (the boiler manufacturer should have proof of certification) please provide certificate (scheme not open to new applications but boiler should still meet the criteria)

		Emission certificate



		Additional information required only if the boilers do not screen out as detailed in the guidance at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intensive-farming-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit#air-emissions-biomass-boilers



		Adjacent Building heights                            

		7.5m



		Flue diameter

		300mm ID at exit



		Flue gas exit minimum temperature          



		180



		Exit velocity in m/sec 

		14.1



		NOx concentration in mg/Nm3

		<500



		CO concentration in mg/Nm3

		<220



		PM10 (dust) concentration in mg/Nm3

		<50



		O2 concentration %

		6%





(Please note the ‘N’ in Nm³ means ‘normal’ which means the gas volume, which depends on temperature and pressure, is measured at 101.325 kPa and 0 °C)

KC amended 03/08/23




Summary of Operational Activities Carried Out at the Installation


Three Nooks Wood poultry unit will comprise of 6 fan ventilated poultry houses of equal size, which at current legislative/welfare stocking density, equates to approx 360,000 bird places.


Proposed Changes

Operator wishes to use Grade A recycled wood as fuel for the permitted biomass boiler C. Biomass boilers A&B will remain on virgin woodchip. Back up LPG boiler with a thermal input of1.529MWth. Correction to thermal input of existing boilers A – 0.234MWth, B – 0.234MWth and C – 1.115MWth. No changes to installation boundary or ventilation. Correction to drainage and layout showing positioning of houses 1&2 in relation to houses 3&4, no changes to emission points.


Birds will be housed at day old and de populated at around thirty seven to fourty-two days of age with approximately ten days empty, which will give 7 cycles per annum, this will be done on an all out all in basis.


Before bird arrival the houses will be pre-warmed with hot water radiators from biomass boilers. Floors will be covered with a layer of bulk sawdust. Temperature and humidity is computer controlled and will be closely monitored on a daily basis to achieve a target level of 21º C post brooding and a relative humidity of 60-65%, this should achieve litter with a dry matter content of between 60-70%. Ventilation is controlled by a negative pressure system, with side wall mounted extraction fans and roof ridge air inlets in the existing houses and new houses. Water is via a nipple drinking system fitted with cups to reduce leakage and spills leading to drier litter.


The birds will fed a minimum of three diets with reducing levels of protein and phosphorous, as the bird weight increases with age.


Feed is delivered from the company UKASTA accredited feed mill and blown into bulk feed bins situated at the ends of the houses, from the feed bins the feed is augered into the houses and distributed to the birds via a pan feeding system.


At depletion the litter will be removed from the site and spread on the farms own ground as organic fertiliser. The farm will then be pressure washed disinfected, dried out prior to the cycle beginning again.


Fallen stock during the production cycle will be collected and recorded daily. These will be stored securely in sealed vermin proof containers awaiting incineration in two approved incinerators.

The above measures and procedures along with management plans and procedures, will significantly reduce emissions from the installation, notably the reducing protein and phosphorous levels and correct ventilation. This should ensure dry friable litter lowering both ammonia and odour levels. 
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If we do have to return your application, we’ll send you a partial refund of your application payment. We’ll retain
20% of the correct application charge to cover our costs in reviewing your application. This maximum amount
we’ll retain is capped at £1,673.78. Further information on charging can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges

Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Kind regards

Kate

 

Kate Wray
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations Permitting – Intensive Farming
Growth, Permitting and Monitoring
 

Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
020 302 53297 / 07721 117199 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: steve raasch <stephenraasch@gmail.com> 
Sent: 17 June 2026 17:05
To: Kate Wray <kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: EPR/MP3735ZY/V005 - Three Nooks Wood - Further information required

 

Hi Kate

 

Please see the attached documents.

There are some small changes to the layout, all within the installation boundary.

One addition there is a backup LPG boiler on site (marked on the layout plan)  it has a thermal input of
1.529MWth.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fenvironmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758729727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CEHIWIibndloOlLjlbuik9d8Va14sdB%2FL%2Bwda6pd6HE%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fenvagency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758753126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fvlk3ALWmS48xlpYj3%2B1Py1fqyizvoB1OlZyzj3q31Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2FEnvironmentAgencyTV&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758764546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f1orQqpO72NmouT60CI%2Flxmn9k5V%2FXbdXxqXz7XRKX4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fenvironmentagency%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758775190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yXVxkYatUCRPmzSdAMm%2BXfRQ8hZKXKFvz9nzUigd0Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fenvagency%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758785848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4r7Tk5L4ev6IznRBqAuY2BLRPu0uPuWV6fL3qccuXH0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fenvironment-agency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758797448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zFu5P3qHpUpbgfB5wVm5VQPuk8LFambqvDgXlstiNr4%3D&reserved=0
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Regards

 

Steve

 

On Tue, 16 Jun 2026 at 11:58, Kate Wray <kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk> wrote:

Hi Steve,

 

Just a reminder that the below validation (duly making) response is due on Thursday.

 

Kind regards

Kate

 

Kate Wray
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations Permitting – Intensive Farming
Growth, Permitting and Monitoring
 

Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
020 302 53297 / 07721 117199 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Kate Wray 
Sent: 04 June 2026 17:15
To: 'Stephen Raasch' <stephenraasch@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: EPR/MP3735ZY/V005 - Three Nooks Wood - Further information required

 

mailto:kate.wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fenvagency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758807885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A9uKA5bxSsSkWtJlt%2Fy%2F6thoixFeOIsuF04ACTiNI9E%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fenvironmentagency%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758831667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UTPlY9seeuOL8NvVfzoAqaw0%2B7gdBrVVPEX%2BC0jAV5Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fenvagency%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758842556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zLCHWa0bKkbsYdTX0fM85rQcgElghLJLD3pRaPoI97Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fenvironment-agency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758852661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5j31U1eprJqzzRwyu3bY7J628O7U60vrL4K7jxj12so%3D&reserved=0
mailto:stephenraasch@gmail.com


Hi Steve,

 

I have finished an initial review of the application. We require the following information before we can duly
make the application:

 

1. Grade A waste wood

Please provide the following information:

The capacity of the boiler(s) which will burn the waste wood in kg/hour.
The procedures through which the operator or supplier will ensure that the waste is the specified grade of
waste wood i.e. grade A.
Details of the type of storage and storage capacity for the waste.
Complete the attached biomass boiler requirement form with the required information.

Note: Only complete the additional information required in this form if you know the boiler will not screen out
using the criteria at Intensive farming risk assessment for your environmental permit - GOV.UK.

 

2. Please submit a revised technical standards document referencing the use of Grade A waste wood in the
biomass boiler(s).

 

You must send us the information by 18/06/26.

If we do not receive this by this deadline we will return your application. 

If we receive what is missing by the deadline, we will continue to check your application. We’ll check to see if
there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’. Duly made means that we have all the
information we need to begin determination. Determination is where we assess your application and decide if
we can allow what you’ve asked for. 

We’ll let you know by email whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly made, we’ll return
your application to you.

If we do have to return your application, we’ll send you a partial refund of your application payment. We’ll
retain 20% of the correct application charge to cover our costs in reviewing your application. This maximum
amount we’ll retain is capped at £1,673.78. Further information on charging can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Kind regards

Kate

 

Kate Wray
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations Permitting – Intensive Farming
Growth, Permitting and Monitoring
 

Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
020 302 53297 / 07721 117199 

                   

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fintensive-farming-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit%23biomass-boilers&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758862998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BVfFcdLmoWWyFvIiLwxwjUAHHYV9t92waH%2B6Vtot46A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fenvironmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758874106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lbDcanXGs3Oclh9C6nWyFY2QeL76f8Qalm6nxZYFgK0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fenvagency&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758885006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Np3gm7Et1rGYsA26XvL4kDX4jwNCgPLFMAEZpW5lCA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2FEnvironmentAgencyTV&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758895755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SHR3aHAZef472t2aQ8U%2BhdOWc%2FtfZ9LgaVWz%2Blh5T7s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fenvironmentagency%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.wray%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C2590c1c452114a22839d08decd3cdbb9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C639173858758906386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l0tBDUkXcZVBCi1KEfSx3e3jzgYxTyvzLIh%2BL%2BbPj%2FY%3D&reserved=0
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From: Kate Wray 
Sent: 04 June 2026 13:50
To: Stephen Raasch <stephenraasch@gmail.com>
Subject: EPR/MP3735ZY/V005 - Three Nooks Wood

 

Hi Steve,

 

I have picked this one up for validation. I will contact you again if we require further information.

 

Kind regards

Kate

 

Kate Wray
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations Permitting – Intensive Farming
Growth, Permitting and Monitoring
 

Kate.Wray@environment-agency.gov.uk
020 302 53297 / 07721 117199 
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Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received this
message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We have
checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act,
Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency
address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.
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may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.


