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Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find below a link to a Permit Application for Altilium’s Technology Centre Facility in
Tavistock.
Application Submission.zip
This site is currently regulated under a Local Enforcement Position.
There is a letter requesting prioritisation within this application, please find attached.
If you have any questions regarding this application or would like to request any further
information please do not hesitate to get in touch.
We look forward to your swift response.
Kind Regards,
Arabella Sharrock | Principal Waste Permitting Consultant 
Wardell Armstrong LLP
Sir Henry Doulton House, Forge Lane, Etruria, Stoke on Trent, ST1 5BD 
01782 276700
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Dear Sir or Madam   


 


Altilium Metals Ltd. – Environmental Permit Application Claim for Commercial 


Confidentiality and Request for Prioritisation ACT1 


 


This letter has been prepared on behalf of our client, Altilium Metals Ltd. (“Altilium”) and 


submitted alongside their environmental permit application for their Technology Centre 


Tavistock, located in Unit 20, Plymouth Road Industrial Estate, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9QN .  


This letter sets out our request that the application be prioritised for allocation to a permitting 


officer and for specific elements of the application to be treated as commercially confidential.  


 


Prioritisation of Application Request 


Altilium have designed a series of hydrometallurgical processes specifically designed to 


recover minerals assessed as being in “critical” status such as lithium and cobalt, and “watch 


list” minerals such as nickel and manganese, from black mass and copper tailings. They are 


looking to expand this research to cover other metal rich waste streams. Following the 


recovery of the constituent minerals, they are then researched in an analytical laboratory to 


assess the viability of the processes and the suitability of the extracted metal.  


 


The works that Altilium are carrying out will significantly contribute to the acceleration of a 


circular economy of critical minerals in the UK, and their cutting-edge research and 


development is expected to solve the challenges in critical minerals supply chains, specifically 


for the EV battery manufacturing sector.  
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Altilium have secured investment funding from the UK Government and oversees funding, 


and the Technology Centre is a crucial step in the development of research and methods for 


the recycling, recovery, reuse and protection of critical minerals. Altilium’s design of their 


processes are a result of years of chemical trials, testing and research carried out by industry 


leading experts.   


 


We request that the application is allocated to a Permitting Officer for assessment as a matter 


of priority. Whilst we are sympathetic to the National Permitting Service’s work queue and 


other permit applicants, the coming months will be crucial for Altilium to continue with their 


research and development at this facility, which has proved extremely successful under a 


Local Enforcement Position (LEP). As a LEP is only temporary a permit application has been 


submitted to ensure this critical research and development can continue.  


 


In the Critical Minerals Refresh: Delivering Resilience in a Changing Global Environment 


(published 13 March 2023) the Minister of State at the Department for Business and Trade 


states that the UK Government is taking decisive action and remains live to emerging 


challenges and opportunities posed by a dynamic global geopolitical and commercial 


landscape. Projects such as Altilium’s technology centre facility will ensure progress is made 


to secure long-term supply of critical minerals for UK industry.  


 


Request for Commercial Confidentiality  


Should details relating to Altilium’s processes for the recovery of critical metals be accessible 


to competitors under the Freedom of Information Act, this information could be used to assist 


with the development of a competing product, in which the degree of research and trials 


conducted by Altilium will not have been applied. 


 


We request that, under Regulation 48 of the Environmental Permitting Regulations (England 


and Wales) 2016, certain information provided in the permit application not be added to the 


public register, and be treated as commercially confidential. This request specifically relates 


to elements of the chemical processes and design features and internal facility layout. The 


specific elements to be redacted are set out in the Table below, along with the rationale for 


the request. If the claim for commercial confidentiality is agreed, redacted versions of the 


Operating Techniques and H1 Screening Summary Note can be provided upon request.  


 


Except for the information which has been identified as confidential, the remainder of the 


permit application should provide consultees with a comprehensive overview of the proposal, 
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and an understanding of the environmental risk and pollution control measures which will be 


in place.  


 


Specific Elements of the Environmental Permit Application Requested to be treated as Commercially Confidential and Not 


Disclosed onto the Public Register 


Document Reference Specific Element of the Document to be 


treated as Commercially Confidential  


Rationale for Request  


Non-Technical Summary Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


Date of Birth of Directors  Confidential Data Protection  


EMS Summary Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


Operating Techniques 
and associated 


appendices 


Entirety of Section 6 ‘Waste Processing and 
Treatment’ including Figure 1 


Detailed description of the process and laboratories 


Section 7 ‘Storage of Chemicals’ Detailed description of the chemicals involved in the 
process 


Section 10 ‘Point Source Emissions to Air’ 
section in its entirety 


Section 10 provides specific detail of the processes 
and gaseous emissions associated in context with 


the processes. 
Information for the expected emissions to air is 


described elsewhere in Section 11 of the Operating 
Techniques Report and H1 Assessment. 


Appendix 1 Hydrometallurgy Laboratory 
Calculations for Sodium Hydroxide scrubber 


Detailed information 
Contains specific detail related to the process 


Drawings show the location and layout of equipment 
in the laboratories 


Appendix 2 Fume Cupboard Specification 


Appendix 3 Stack Emission Layout and Design 


H1 Screening Tool Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


H1 Screening Tool 
Summary Note 


Section 2 Process Summary Contains detail of the specific process for each of the 
Laboratories 


Environmental Risk 
Assessment inc. Habitats 


Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


Site Condition Report Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


Drawing BM12752-001 
Permit Boundary Plan 


Not requested for Commercial Confidentiality - 


 


 


Any additional updated information we submit to you on behalf of Altilium, including 


response to queries following the duly making assessment and during determination, may 


also contain confidential information and a specific request for the information to be treated 


as commercially confidential will be included, as required.  
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We trust that our requests outlined in this letter will be accepted, and we look forward to 


hearing from you.  


 


Yours faithfully 


for Wardell Armstrong LLP 


                                                 


ALISON COOK                                                                       Arabella Sharrock  


Technical Director                                                                   Principal Waste Permitting Consultant 


acook@wardell-armstrong.com                                       asharrock@wardell-armstrong.com 






