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 INTRODUCTION 

 Report Context 

1.1.1 Sirius Environmental Limited (Sirius) has been commissioned by Mick George 
Limited to prepare an application to vary Environmental Permit EPR/DB3132AZ 
to support a scheme of restoration for the north-western section of Cross Leys 
Quarry, Thornhaugh, Peterborough. The existing permit was issued in 2012, 
before which the waste operations were carried out under Paragraph 9 waste 
exemptions.   

1.1.2 Following recent planning approval for a revised scheme of restoration, Mick 
George Ltd are seeking to apply to restore the north-western section of the 
quarry through the permanent deposits of waste as recovery.  Due to the 
presence of protect species and habitats, no further waste activities are 
proposed to be carried out under the permit in the south-eastern section of the 
quarry. Instead, the revised quarry restoration scheme has been designed to 
preserve and enhance biodiversity and habitats within the south-eastern 
section. The revised plans would still retain an element of the approved scheme, 
with the northern area remaining agricultural. To achieve restoration to 
agriculture in the north-western section of the site, the proposal seeks to import 
around 395,000m3 of suitable non-hazardous restoration materials to raise the 
levels within the quarry void to create a gentle domed profile which would 
improve the surface water drainage and provide a superior quality of agricultural 
grazing land. 

1.1.3 As part of this application it is necessary to prepare an Environmental Setting 
and Site Design (ESSD) Report. This report has been prepared in accordance 
with the Environment Agency’s guidance “What to include in your environmental 
setting and site design report” (last updated 17th January 2024). 

1.1.4 The waste recovery operations will fill the void created by previous limestone 
quarrying operations. As well as using existing stockpiles of site-won materials, 
the quarry void space in the north-western section of the quarry will require 
import of ~395,000m3 of suitable restoration material. This will continue to 
comprise low risk imported inert waste, including suitable mineral, construction, 
demolition and excavation wastes. The restoration proposals will incorporate 
land restored to agriculture, some areas of woodland, shrubs and hedgerows, 
patches of ripped soils and earth mounds re-seeded with species rich 
grassland, as well as Great Crested Newt (GCN) ponds with surrounding 
wetland areas.  

1.1.5 This application is also supported by a hydrogeological, stability, and 
environmental and accident risk assessments. These risk assessments have 
been completed in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental 
Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended). 

1.1.6 This report conceptualises the site in terms of the potential source pathway and 
receptors relationships to support the various risk assessments required to 
support the Environmental Permit Variation Application. These risk 
assessments (and relevant engineering and environmental controls) are 
presented in the relevant sections of the overall application submission 
document. 
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 Site Details 

Location and Access 

1.2.1 Cross Leys Quarry is located approximately 2.8km south-west of the village of 
Wittering and approximately 16 km west northwest of Peterborough city centre. 
The application site has the postcode PE8 6NH and is centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) TF 02900 00536. The site is situated to the immediate south 
of the A47. The location of Cross Leys Quarry relative to its surroundings is 
presented in Drawing No. MG1002/14/01.  

1.2.1 Entrance to and exit from the site is undertaken from the main access road 
(A47) (at NGR TF03114 00707) which runs adjacent to the northern site 
boundary. This access point was built in accordance with the provisions of a 
planning permission granted in 1981 (ref. P1166/80). It is aligned at 
approximately 45 degrees to the carriageway of the A47 (in the direction of 
Peterborough to the east). Visibility splays at the junction are provided. The 
access is currently blocked by large concrete blocks, beyond which is a metal 
gate. 

Site Classification 

1.2.2 The application will vary the current scheme of restoration to re-focus recovery 
operations to the north-western section of the quarry. 

Application Boundaries and Site Security 

1.2.3 The revised Environmental Permit Boundary for the revised waste recovery 
operations encompasses an area of ~28.4ha, of which restoration activities to 
which the revised proposals will result in the permanent deposits of future 
wastes placed over ~13.5ha of the permitted site. These boundaries are 
presented in Drawing No. MG1002/14/02.   

1.2.4 The site is bounded to the north by the A47, to the east and southeast by 
agricultural land and to the southwest and west by Wittering Coppice Woodland. 
Beyond the site is located within a generally rural location, comprising 
agricultural land interspersed with woodlands and small settlements. 

1.2.5 The site is bounded by dense vegetation (hedgerows and treelines) and stock 
fencing. The main access point for the site is gated.  

Nearby Environmental Permitted Sites 

1.2.6 The East Northants Resource Management Facility (ENRMF) is located ~1.3km 
to the southwest of the site and is a hazardous landfill and soil treatment centre. 
The ENRMF handles various hazardous waste streams, including ash residues 
from EfW and Biomass Plants, dredgings, contaminated soil and low-level 
radioactive waste. This site has been operational since 2009. Thornhaugh 
Landfill Site (a non-hazardous and stable non-reactive hazardous waste landfill) 
lies ~1.25km to the southeast of the site and has been operational since 2005. 
Both ENRMF and Thornhaugh Landfill site are operated by Augean South 
Limited.  

Site Context 

1.2.7 The quarry is located within a rural setting in which there are a limited number 
of residential properties located within 2km of the site.  The A47 trunk road is 
located to the immediate north of the quarry, whilst agricultural land and 
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woodlands dominate areas beyond all boundaries of the site. The nearest 
residential property (Wittering Lodge) is located to the north of the south-eastern 
section of the quarry, ~125m from the operational extents of the future waste 
activities. Cross Leys Farm and the adjacent cottages are located ~515m and 
~460m south respectively of the extent of future waste operations. 

1.2.8 Collyweston Great Wood and Easton Hornstocks SSSI, National Nature 
Reserve (NNR) and ancient woodlands extend across an area of for a distance 
of over 2.5km to the west of the quarry. Bonemills Hollow SSSI extents ~1.7km 
to the northwest from immediately beyond the A47 to the north of the quarry.  
Bedford Purlieus Woods SSSI is located ~440m to the east of the future waste 
operations boundary. There are no RAMSAR sites, Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) or Special Protected Areas (SPAs) located within 2 km of 
the site boundary. Additionally, Cross Leys Quarry does not lie within an Air 
Quality Management Area (AQMA) or a Source Protection Zone (SPZ). 
Wittering Coppice Woodland is a protected habitat, namely a deciduous Ancient 
Woodland and lies adjacent to the site’s western boundary.  

1.2.9 The RAF Wittering Airfield, is situated approximately 1.6km to the north of the 
site. Businesses within 2km of the site include the aforementioned East 
Northants Resource Management Facility (situated c. 1.3km south west of the 
site) and the Thornhaugh Landfill site (1.25km to the south east). 

1.2.10 DEFRA’s “Magic Map” Application indicates that the historic land use in the area 
(250m grid) primarily consists of Enclosed Agriculture (including ancient, pre-
modern and modern forms), with patches of woodland and forestry. This is 
interspersed with settlements, unimproved land and areas of Industry. For 
example, the area upon which the site lies is shown as having historic landscape 
classifications of both enclosed agriculture and industry (which is a reference to 
the presence of the quarry.  

1.2.11 The site is within a Flood Zone 1, which means that the land has been assessed 
as having a less than 1 in 1,000 annual probability of river or sea flooding 
(<0.1%). 

1.2.12 The site overlies a principal bedrock Aquifer which is classified as being of high 
vulnerability owing to soluble rock risk. The Bedrock geology over the north-
western section of the site comprises Lower Lincolnshire Limestone, while the 
bedrock geology of the south-eastern section of the site consists of Upper 
Lincolnshire Limestone. 

1.2.13 A summary of surrounding land uses, features, classifications and receptors is 
included within Table ESSD1. 

Table ESSD1: Local land uses, features, classifications and receptors and their 
relevant distances from the boundary of future waste operations (within 1km). 

ID Receptor Name Type of Receptor 

Approximate 
nearest distance 
from the 
operational 
boundary 

Direction from 
the future 
operational 
areas 

R1 
Principle Aquifer 
(Lincolnshire 
Limestone) 

Groundwater Underlying N/A 

R2  Priority Species Flora and Fauna On Site N/A 

R3 A47 Public Highway (Main 
Road) Adjacent North 
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ID Receptor Name Type of Receptor 

Approximate 
nearest distance 
from the 
operational 
boundary 

Direction from 
the future 
operational 
areas 

R4 

Collyweston Great 
Wood & Easton 
Homstocks & 
Wittering Coppice 
Woodland 

National Nature Reserve 
(NNR), Special Site of 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Ancient 
Woodland & Protected 
Habitat – Deciduous 
Woodland. 

Adjacent+ West 

R5 Agricultural Land Agricultural 

20m+ 
Adjacent+ 
200m+ 
150m+ 

North 
Northwest 
East  
South 

R6 Wittering Lodge Residential Property 125m East & Northeast 

R7 Bonemills Hollow 

Special Site of Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), 
Protected Habitats – 
Lowland Calcareous 
Grassland & Lowland 
Fens. 

25m+ North 

R8 Bedford Purlieus 

SSSI, Protected Habitat 
– Deciduous Woodland/ 
National Nature Reserve 
(NNR) & Ancient 
Woodland 

440m+/780m East and 
Southeast 

R9 Cross Leys Farm 
Industrial (Agricultural) 
Property  380m 

South 
Residential Property 515m 

R10 Cross Leys Farm 
Cottages Residential Properties 460m South 

R11 Public Footpaths / 
Bridle Ways Public Right of Way 970m Southeast 

1.2.14 The waste related restoration operations will be restricted to the north-western 
of the current operations, as illustrated in Drawing No. MG1002/14/02. Please 
note, the approximate distances quoted in Table ESSD1 are in relation to the 
intervening distance between the receptor and the future operational area, not 
the Environmental Permit boundary. The sensitive receptors identified in Table 
ESSD1 are depicted upon Drawing No. MG1002/14/10. 

Topography 

1.2.15 The site sits in a flat lying land which forms part of a gently undulating landscape 
to the west of the Cambridgeshire Fenlands. 

1.2.16 Cross Leys Quarry lies at about 65m AOD within the limestone upland plateau 
of Kesteven. The quarry occupies the top of an indistinct minor plateau within 
the general landform. The topography within the boundary of the site takes on 
an irregular undulating form due to the working of the limestone. Within the 
northern part of the site, levels are typically within the range of 63m to 75m 
AOD, whilst in the southern part, the levels range from 60m to 65m AOD. 

1.2.17 Within the boundary of the site, the topography takes on an irregular undulating 
form due to the working of limestone and stockpiling of mineral wastes. Within 
the northern section of quarry levels typically range from 63m (at the south-
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western corner) to 74m AOD (at the north-western corner), whilst in the 
southern part, the levels range from 65m to 60m AOD. The site entrance (and 
A47) is at an elevation of around 68m AOD, whilst the top of the mineral waste 
stockpile in the northern area is at an elevation of 78m AOD. 

Compliance with the EA Approach to Managing and Protecting Groundwater 

1.2.18 The waste operations proposed to be operated at Cross Leys Quarry constitutes 
a non-landfill waste operation that involves the permanent deposits of waste.  
This activity is therefore considered against Position Statement F1 of the EA 
approach to the managing and protecting groundwater.  

1.2.19 The development site is not located within a Source Protection Zone 1 (SPZ1) 
and therefore it accords with the decision framework for Position Statement F1 
under “The Environment Agency’s Approach to Groundwater Protection” (v1.2; 
February 2018).  Nonetheless, as the quarry void is situated sub-water table in 
parts within a principal aquifer, this triggers the requirement for a 
Hydrogeological Risk Assessment (HRA) (refer to Doc. Ref.:  MG1002/09). 
However, the areas which are flooded with groundwater will be initially filled with 
site-won restoration materials, with all imported wastes deposited above the 
groundwater table. 
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 SOURCE 

 Site Development 

Sources of Information 

2.1.1 The baseline of this report has been determined from a review of available 
published information, including: 

 BGS 1:50,000 scale geology maps 
 Environment Agency web-based data 
 Data.gov.uk website 
 DEFRA’s MAGIC website 

 Historical Development 

Historical Use of Land 

2.2.1 A review of historical maps for the site and surrounding areas, indicate that 
during the nineteenth century, part of the site was previously used for quarrying, 
being labelled the “Old Quarry”, although the old quarry footprint was 
considerably smaller during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries (the “old 
quarry” only covered the south-eastern section of the current quarry footprint). 
The surrounding areas were undeveloped and largely rural in nature. The 
Bedlams wooded area to the east was more extensive during this time. At this 
time the surrounding area was generally sparsely populated with some 
residential properties, namely Wittering Lodge and Cross Leys Farm, and 
further afield Bonemills Farm, Home Farm, Wittering Grange, Thornhaugh Hall 
and the small village of Wittering which comprised residential properties, a 
school, All Saint’s Church, a Rectory and a Methodist Chapel. The A47 public 
highway is denoted upon maps dating back to the mid 1800’s.  

2.2.2 The 1:10,560 scale map dated 1952 (for the period 1842 – 1952; as a revision 
of the 1899 map with additions in 1950) depicts the site area as comprising 
undeveloped, rural land in the northern, southern and western site areas, with 
an old quarry situated in the eastern area. There was also another old quarry 
shown to be approximately 340m to the east of the site area. There was also an 
old gravel pit situated approximately 990m north-west of the current site 
boundary. 

2.2.3 Over the course of the second half of the twentieth century, the village of 
Wittering remained fairly unchanged in terms of size and amenities. 

2.2.4 Quarrying of limestone at the site began in the 1960’s, the site has been 
mothballed since 2012.  

2.2.5 The site originally received its Environmental Permit (EPR/DB3132AZ) in 
February 2012 for the importation of inert waste (including sand, soils, stones, 
wastes resulting from mining, as well as construction and demolition waste) for 
the purpose of stabilising and restoring the pipeline bund that traverses through 
the quarry. 

2.2.6 This application seeks to restore the north-western section of the quarry to 
agriculture. 
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Other Relevant Land Uses 

2.2.7 There are no other relevant land uses which may have given rise to potential 
sources of non-waste related contamination at the site.  

Incidents 

2.2.8 There are no environmental incidents that require discussion.  

 Proposed Development  

2.3.1 The recovery operation is currently permitted on the edges of the pipeline buffer 
bund and the south-eastern section of the quarry. The future waste operations 
will support the restoration of the north-western section of the quarry to 
agriculture, including an area formerly restored via a Paragraph 9 Exemption). 
Infilling will consist of inert materials to final approved levels, as shown in 
Drawing No. CL5/5  

2.3.2 A large proportion of the northern section of the quarry has already received 
restoration materials, including site-won materials and waste previously 
imported under a Paragraph 9 exemption. These areas will be regraded and 
restored using a topsoil and other overburden materials that were stockpiled as 
part of the former mineral related activities during the preliminary restoration 
activities that don’t require the use of imported restoration materials.  

2.3.3 The preliminary preparation activities will also extend to the formation of 
screening bunds along the eastern edge of the future quarry restoration area 
using existing stockpiles of quarry fines/wastes, together with the infilling of 
groundwater flooded areas located in the western and southwestern edges of 
the quarry base. 

2.3.4 Future imported wastes will mainly be used to infill the central and eastern 
section of the restoration area, with a limited amount of wastes also likely to be 
required to supplement site-based topsoil and sub-soil/overburden materials to 
create the final restoration soil profile across all areas of the restoration footprint. 

2.3.5 It is estimated that the infilling/restoration of the site will require the import and 
deposit c. 395,000m3 (or c.790,000 tonnes) of suitable fill material over an 
anticipated period of between 2 and 10 years, depending on material 
availability. It is proposed that up to 400,000 tonnes of waste will be imported to 
the site each year. 

Waste Types 

2.3.6 Waste codes 17 05 06 and 19 13 02 are to be removed from the current list of 
wastes currently permitted for deposit at the site.  

2.3.7 The waste codes to remain on the permit include inert wastes deriving from 
mineral/mining, construction, demolition and excavation activities and are 
presented in Appendix ESSD1.  

Phasing 

2.3.8 The scheme of restoration will be completed in five distinct phases, including a 
preliminary materials movement phase and four importation and restoration 
phases.  The details of each of the phases are presented in Drawing Nos. 
CL5/1 to CL5/5. 
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Hydrogeological Risk Screening 

2.3.9 Schedule 22 from The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2016 covers all aspects in relation to groundwater activities.  The 
regulations provide a consolidated system of environmental permitting relating 
to the relevant functions, granting of an environmental permit as well as the 
groundwater activities for which a permit may be granted.  

2.3.10 The waste operations at Cross Leys Quarry constitute a Groundwater Activity 
under Schedule 22 of EPR2016 on the basis that it has the potential to lead to 
the indirect discharge of pollutants to groundwater.   A Hydrogeological Risk 
Assessment has therefore been prepared in support of the application due to 
the aquifer status of the Lincolnshire Limestone and local groundwater resource 
potential. 

Final Landform and After-Use 

2.3.11 The final landform for the restored quarry area is presented in Drawing No. CL 
3/5. It comprises land restored to agriculture, areas of woodland, shrubs and 
hedgerows, ripped soils and earth mounds to be seeded with species-rich 
grassland and retained existing waterbodies / ponds as well as a proposed GCN 
pond with surrounding wetland areas. The final restored levels tie in with those 
of the surrounding land which will support long-term surface water management 
requirements for the site. 
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 PATHWAY AND RECEPTOR 

 Climate 

3.1.1 Regional climate data has been sourced from the recording station located at 
Wittering Airfield, which is located approximately 1.7km to the north of the site.  

3.1.2 Average monthly and annual rainfall depths and rainfall days for Wittering are 
presented in Table ESSD2.  The average annual mean rainfall for this area is 
613.55mm. The average potential evaporation totals for MORECS square 127, 
which includes Cross Leys Quarry, are between approximately 600 and 710 
mm/yr. 

Table ESSD2: Average Rainfall and days of rainfall (>1mm) at Wittering (1991-
2020) 

Month Rainfall (mm) Days of rainfall >= 
1 mm (days) 

Jan 46.96 10.13 
Feb 38.92 9.33 
Mar 38.99 8.73 
Apr 44.15 8.77 
May 49.55 8.43 
Jun 52.91 9.03 
Jul 55.51 9.13 
Aug 59.86 9.23 
Sep 52.85 8.33 
Oct 63.34 10.19 
Nov 57.5 11.17 
Dec 53.01 10.67 

Annual 613.55 113.12 
Source:  www.metoffice.gov.uk 

3.1.3 The predominant local wind direction is from the south-western quadrant with 
the prevailing winds originating from the southwest and west-south-west, as 
seen in Figure ESSD1.  Winds from these directions amount to ~ 27% of the 
wind. Wind from east and south-east, occurring relatively less frequently, with 
winds from the northwest and north occurring infrequently.  

 Geology 

3.2.1 Upon review of published soil mapping1, it is indicated that prior to development, 
the application site was underlain by ‘shallow lime-rich soils over chalk or 
limestone’ which allowed water to freely drain. Immediately to the south of the 
application site are ‘lime-rich loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage’ 
whilst land immediately to the west is underlain by ‘slowly permeable seasonally 
wet slightly acidic but base-rich loamy and clayey soils’. 

3.2.2 Review of the British Geological Society (BGS) Geology of Britain Viewer2 
confirms that the application site was not underlain by superficial deposits prior 
to development nor are superficial deposits located about the site boundary. 

 

 
1 Cranfield University (Accessed 13/11/2020) http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/  
2 BGS Geology of Britain Viewer (Accessed 13/11/2020) http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html  

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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Figure ESSD1: Wind rose for Wittering Airfield meteorological recording station 
– five-year 2018-2023 annual average 

 

3.2.3 The bedrock underlying the site comprises Lincolnshire Limestone. The south-
eastern area of the quarry is underlain by the upper Lincolnshire Limestone 
Member which overlies the Lower Lincolnshire Limestone Member as observed 
in the north-western area of the quarry. The Lower Lincolnshire Limestone 
commonly includes sandy limestone or calcareous sandstone in their basal 
parts. Regionally the limestones dip at an angle of approximately 1 degree to 
the east. An overview of the regional bedrock geology is depicted on Drawing 
No.: MG1002/14/08. 

3.2.4 The basal beds of the limestone rest quasi-comfortably on the Grantham 
Formation which comprise of mudstones, sandy mudstone and argillaceous 
siltstone-sandstones; these are in turn underlain by the Northampton Sand 
Formation (Sandstones and Ironstones) and the Whitby Formation (Lias Clay). 

3.2.5 The Rutland Formation is observed to outcrop along the southern boundary of 
the site and beneath Wittering Coppice to the south-west. This unit comprises 
rhythmic grey marine and non-marine mudstones and siltstones and are not 
considered to be present across the application site but are recorded within 
borehole logs to the south. 

3.2.6 A summary of the geology near the site is presented in Table ESSD3 as defined 
from digital information from the BGS and historical site investigations for the 
quarry.  
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Table ESSD3: Summary of Regional Geology 

Age Formation Description Present 
beneath site? 

Local approx. 
thickness  

Quaternary 

Head Clay, silt, sand and gravel. No – outcrop 
<100m to north 

Variable – up to 
1m 

Alluvium  Clay, silt, sand and gravel. No – outcrop 
c.870m to south 

Variable – up to 
1m 

Glacial Till 
Deposits Diamicton. No – outcrop 

c.110m to SW Up to 12m 

Middle 
Jurassic 

Blisworth 
Limestone Fm. 

Pale-grey to off-white or 
yellowish limestones with thin 

marls and mudstones. 

No – outcrop 
c.200m to south 10 – 15m 

Rutland Fm. 
Rhythmic grey marine and 
non-marine mudstones and 

siltstones. 

No – 
immediately on 

southern 
boundary 

3 – 6m 

Lincolnshire 
Limestone 

Upper Member 

Limestone dominated by high-
energy ooidal and shell 
fragmental grainstones. 

Yes – outcrop 
at surface 

7 – 10m Lincolnshire 
Limestone 

Lower Member 

Limestones dominated by low 
energy calcilutite, and peloidal 
wackestone and packstone. 
Commonly includes sandy 
limestone or calcareous 
sandstone in basal parts 

Yes – outcrop 
at surface 

Grantham Fm. 
(Lower 

Estuarine 
Series) 

Mudstones, sandy mudstones 
and argillaceous siltstone-

sandstone. 

Yes, below 
limestone 9m 

Northampton 
Sand Fm. 

Sandy, berthierine-ooidal and 
sideritic ironstone. 

Yes, below 
limestone 15m 

Lower 
Jurassic 

Whitby 
Mudstone Fm. 

Medium and dark-grey 
fossiliferous mudstone and 

thin siltstone. 

Yes, below 
limestone Up to 120m 

3.2.7 BGS boreholes logs from around the perimeter of the quarry and the borehole 
log for the historic on-site water supply well (WS1) indicates that the Limestone 
and underlying Grantham Formation, Northampton Sand and Whitby Formation 
dip to the south or south-east across the site, with the base of the limestone 
(marked by basal sands) at around 58 mAOD along the northern boundary of 
the quarry (c. 7m thick) to around 53 mAOD (c. 10m thick) along the south 
eastern boundary. To the south of the quarry the limestone strata dips beneath 
clays of the Rutland formation. Details of the geology from boreholes 
surrounding the site are summarised in Table ESSD4. 

Table ESSD4: Summary of Geology Recorded in Nearby Boreholes 

BHID 
National 

Grid 
Reference  

Ground 
Level 

(mAOD) 

Base of 
Rutland 

Fm. Clays 
(mAOD) 

 
(Thickness) 

Base of 
Limestone 
(mAOD)a  

 
(Thickness) 

Base of 
Grantham 

Fm. (mAOD) 
 

(Thickness) 

Northampton 
Sand / Tops 

of Whitby Fm. 
(mAOD) 

 
(Thickness) 

TF/00SW/24 TF 02825 
00750 64.83 Not Present 58.1 (6.7m) 57.2 (0.91m) 52.6 (4.57m) 

TF/00SW/30 TF 02923 
00723 68.43 Not Present 58.4 (base 

not reached) -  - 

TF/00SW/98 TF 02612 
00723 65.24 Not Present 57.6 (7.3m) 57.3 (0.3m) 53.04 (4.57m) 

TF/00SW/111  TF 02411 
00630 68.21 Not Present 59.07 (base 

not reached) - - 

TF/00NW/80 TF 02595 
00439 71.23 70.01 

(1.22m) 
54.77 

(15.24m) 
54.16 

(0.61m) 49.28 (4.88m) 

TF/00SW/78 TF 02710 
00255 68.53 66.40 

(2.13m) 
52.07 

(10.06m) 50.85 (1.2m) 46.89 (3.96m) 



Mick George Limited Environmental Setting & 
Cross Leys Quarry & Site Design Report 

Doc. Ref.:  MG1002/06.R0 12 Sirius Environmental Limited 

BHID 
National 

Grid 
Reference  

Ground 
Level 

(mAOD) 

Base of 
Rutland 

Fm. Clays 
(mAOD) 

 
(Thickness) 

Base of 
Limestone 
(mAOD)a  

 
(Thickness) 

Base of 
Grantham 

Fm. (mAOD) 
 

(Thickness) 

Northampton 
Sand / Tops 

of Whitby Fm. 
(mAOD) 

 
(Thickness) 

TF/00SW/122 TF 03008 
00254 66.66 63.00 

(3.66m) 
49.59 

(10.36m) 
48.68 

(0.91m) 45.02 (3.66m) 

WS1 (Historic 
on-site supply) 

TF 030 
006 68.16 - 56.56 (base 

not reached) - - 

a –sands interpreted to form part of Lincolnshire Limestone Formation. Insufficient descriptive information 
available to distinguish if part of the Grantham Formation. 

 Hydrology 

Hydrological Setting 

3.3.1 The quarry lies within the sub-catchment of the River Nene, an EA Main River 
located approximately 4.5km to the southeast of the site at its closest. The Nene 
is fed by a series of minor tributaries which drain from the limestone plateau 
area in a predominantly southerly or south-easterly direction.  

3.3.2 The quarry lies within the sub-catchment of the Wittering Brook, the closest 
watercourse to the site. The watercourse rises approximately 280m to the north 
of the existing quarry from where it flows easterly.  

3.3.3 A minor drain flows along the western boundary of the quarry, along the edge 
of Wittering Coppice. It is unclear if this drain connects to any other drainage 
ditches; however, given the local topography it is likely that these drains will 
ultimately connect to a small stream, approximately 1km to the south which 
flows in an easterly direction through Bedford Purlieus National Nature Reserve 
and subsequently into the River Nene. The drain is located within the woodland 
to the west of the site and above the current excavated level of the quarry, there 
is therefore currently no direct runoff from the active site. 

Current Site Drainage 

3.3.4 Presently, all site-generated runoff is contained within the site boundary where 
it is routed towards the quarry floor and to numerous permanent and ephemeral 
ponds which have formed within the base of the quarry, allowing infiltration to 
the underlying aquifer system. 

Surface Water Quality 

3.3.5 As outlined above, the application site is situated within the sub-catchment of 
the Wittering Brook. The current EA WFD classification for this surface 
waterbody is summarised in Table ESSD5. 

Table ESSD5: WFD Classification of Wittering Brook 
Waterbody ID: GB105032050350 

Type: River 
Sub-catchment Area 

(Ha): 4,847 

Length (km): 15.67 
2016 Ecological 

Status: Moderate 

2016 Chemical 
Status: Good 

2016 Overall Status: Moderate 
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Reasons for not 
achieving good 

status and for 
deterioration: 

Diffuse source, agriculture and rural land management –  
Poor nutrient management. 
 
Diffuse source, agriculture and rural land management –  
Livestock. 
 
Point source, water industry – 
Sewage discharge (continuous). 

Flood Risk 

3.3.6 A review of all potential sources of flooding is shown in Table ESSD6. 

Table ESSD6: Potential Sources of Flooding 
Potential Sources of 

Flooding 
Primary Flood Risk at the 

Site Justification 

Rivers or fluvial 
flooding No 

With reference to the Flood Map for 
Planning, the site lies within Flood 

Zone 1 (Low Probability), and within 
an area which is not at risk of 

flooding from rivers. 

Sea or tidal flooding No 

The site is located approximately 
52km inland and to the south-west of 

the Wash and is located at an 
elevation of between 60 – 65 mAOD. 

Surface water and 
overland flow No 

The mapping indicates that there are 
localised areas of surface water 

flooding risk within the site boundary. 
This is associated with localised low-
lying areas within the current site and 

pre-existing small ponds located 
within the site. 

Groundwater No 

Previous site investigation identified 
the groundwater table as being at the 

base of the lower limestone series 
and therefore at the base of the 

mineral void. The proposal aims to 
restore the ground levels within the 
north-eastern area of the site to pre-
existing conditions using inert waste 

material. 

Sewers No 

Given the relatively rural setting it is 
considered unlikely that the site will 
benefit from either surface water or 

foul sewers. 

Reservoirs, canals 
and other artificial 

sources 
No 

The ‘long term flood risk’ mapping 
confirms that the site is not at risk of 
flooding from reservoirs. There are 

no artificial sources within the vicinity 
of the site. 

Water Dependant Ecological Sites 

3.3.7 The quarry is immediately bound to the west and southwest by woodland 
habitats of Collyweston Great Wood and Easton Hornstocks SSSI and NNR and 
Wittering Coppice ancient woodland. These designations are all cited for their 
deciduous woodland habitats, together the associated species. The SSSI does 
not receive runoff from the quarry and lies upgradient of groundwater flow and 
is in large parts underlain by clays and mudstone of the Rutland Formation. 
None of these protected habitats are not dependant on groundwater within the 
limestone. 

3.3.8 To the north and within the drainage valley of the Wittering Brook is Bonemills 
Hollow, a 14ha SSSI. This area is cited owing to several grassland communities 
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of calcareous and marsh types. The SSSI does not lie downgradient of 
groundwater flow from the quarry, nor does it receive surface water runoff from 
the quarry. 

3.3.9 The Bedford Purlieus (SSSI) is located ~440m to the east of the future 
restoration area and extents across an area of 523Ha. This site is designated 
due to its ancient woodland habitat supporting a variety of woodland community 
types.  Whilst this site is located down hydraulic gradient of the quarry relative 
to the direction of groundwater flow, the protected habitats are not dependant 
on groundwater within the limestone, nor does it receive surface water runoff 
from the quarry. 

 Hydrogeology 

Aquifer Characteristics 

3.4.1 The EA classify the Rutland Formation as a ‘Secondary B Aquifer’; the 
Lincolnshire Limestone series as a ‘Principal Aquifer’; whilst the underlying 
Grantham Formation is classified as a ‘Secondary (Undifferentiated) Aquifer’. 

3.4.2 The EA aquifer classifications of the geological strata near the application site 
have been summarised in Table ESSD7. 

Table ESSD7: Environment Agency Aquifer Classification 
Geological Unit Aquifer Classification Description 

Rutland Formation Secondary B 

“… predominantly lower permeability 
layers which may store and yield 

limited amounts of groundwater due 
to localised features such as fissures, 

thin permeable horizons and 
weathering.” 

Lincolnshire 
Limestone (Upper 

and Lower Members) 
Principal 

“…layers of rock or drift deposits that 
have high intergranular and/or 

fracture permeability – meaning they 
usually provide a high level of water 

storage. They may support water 
supply and/or river base flow on a 

strategic scale”. 

Grantham Formation Secondary Undifferentiated  

“…assigned in cases where it has not 
been possible to attribute either 

category A or B to a rock type. In 
most cases, this means that the layer 

in question has previously been 
designated as both minor and non-
aquifer in different locations due to 
the variable characteristics of the 

rock type”. 

Northampton Sand Secondary A 

“…permeable layers capable of 
supporting water supplies at a local 
rather than strategic scale, and in 
some cases forming an important 

source of base flow to rivers.” 

Whitby Formation Unproductive Strata 

“…rock layers or drift deposits with 
low permeability that have negligible 
significance for water supply or river 

base flow.” 

3.4.3 BGS mapping confirms that the limestone beneath the application site is 
classified as a highly productive aquifer. The limestone is characterised by a 
low intergranular porosity (13% - 21%) and corresponding low permeability of 
around 3x10-4m/d, because of this groundwater flow is primarily through 
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fractures which have been developed by karstic weathering. These fractures 
are typically located within the upper 30m of the aquifer unit.  

3.4.4 It is reported Allen et al, (1997) that the transmissivity of the limestone often 
exceeds 1,000 m2/day and can be as high as 5,000 to 10,000 m2/day. Highest 
transmissivities are typically found within the confined limestone (where is dips 
beneath the Rutland Formation) and are likely to be lower in unconfined aquifers 
such as at the site. For the unconfined limestone the transmissivity has been 
modelled as 100-250m2/day (Rushton, 1975). 

3.4.5 Literature values of the matric porosity have been recorded as 13-18%, the 
fracture porosity which is of importance to the aquifer is estimated to be 
approximately 1% (Allen, et. al, 1997).  

3.4.6 The underlying Grantham Formation typically acts as an aquitard between the 
limestone aquifer and the underlying Northampton Sand Formation. However, 
where the Grantham Formation is thin hydraulic continuity between the two units 
can be expected. Available boreholes logs suggest the “black clay” associated 
with the Grantham Formation is between 0.3m and 3m in thickness which 
indicates that there is potential for some connection between the two units.  

3.4.7 BGS logs located around the periphery of the site also identify the present of 
between ~3.5 and ~5m of brown or running sands at the boundary between the 
Lower Lincolnshire Limestone and Grantham Formation. These sands are in 
hydraulic continuity with the overlying solid limestone. 

3.4.8 Groundwater vulnerability at the application site is identified by the EA as “Major 
Aquifer - High”. The site does not lie within a groundwater Source Protection 
Zone (SPZ). 

3.4.9 A pumping test was undertaken in support of an abstraction license application 
in September 1999 (Bardon Aggregates, 1999) for a water supply for the quarry. 
The results of this pumping test have been used to estimate the in-situ 
permeability of the limestone near Cross Leys Quarry. The results and analysis 
of the pumping test are included within Appendix ESSD2.  These indicates the 
following range of permeabilities: 

 Pump Test (Theis): 2.5x10-5m/sec (2.21m/day) 
 Rising Head Test 1 (Bouwer & Rice): 1.17x10-4m/sec (10.11m/day) 
 Rising Head Test 2 (Bouwer & Rice): 1.65x10-5m/sec (1.42m/day) 

 
3.4.10 The pumping test data and the proven borehole yield (0.15 l/s) indicates that 

the limestone beneath Cross Leys Quarry has a relatively high permeability. A 
review of the well logs and water levels recorded during the test indicates that 
these permeability values are representative of the basal sands and not the 
solid limestone strata.  The transmissivity value of 6.3m2/d derived from WS1 is 
significantly lower than the anticipated transmittivity values for the solid 
limestone strata of 100-250 m2/d. 

Recharge Characteristics 

3.4.11 Rainfall information obtained from Wittering observing Station at Wittering 
Airfield; situated approximately 1.6 km north of the site, indicates that the long-
term average annual rainfall (1981 – 2010 inclusive) for the area is 
~615.5mm/year. 

3.4.12 Owing to the lack of overlying soils and superficial deposits within the 
application site incident rainfall onto the application site will readily form 
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groundwater recharge to the Lower Lincolnshire Limestone aquifer.  The 
recharge capabilities across with the footprint of the quarry will be reduced by 
restoration with soils and the establishment of vegetative cover, resulting in 
increased evapotranspiration. Whilst run-off will increase as consequence of the 
restoration with low permeability fill, such waters will be redirected to either of 
several infiltration ponds that form part of the final restoration scheme.  
Regardless, the quarry represents a relatively small recharge area for the 
aquifer and the restoration proposal will not significantly influence the recharge 
capabilities of the aquifer. 

Groundwater Levels and Flows 

3.4.13 The saturated thickness of the unconfined limestone can be highly variable due 
to the rapid response to rainfall recharge. Resultantly, groundwater levels can 
often be very low or completely dry, particularly during the summer months. 

3.4.14 Groundwater flow follows the regional dip of the strata, which is in an easterly 
direction. The nearest springs are located in the upper reaches of Bonemills 
Hollow Valley ~285m north of the quarry at an elevation of ~61-62mAOD. 
Further springs located within a 2km radius of the future operational area can 
be viewed in Drawing No.: MG1002/14/06. 

3.4.15 A site investigation undertaken by SLR in 2001 prior to commencement of 
quarrying included the installation of three groundwater observation wells 
across the site. The monitoring data provided for the period June 1999 to August 
2001 is summarised in Table ESSD8. The monitoring wells confirmed that prior 
to quarrying the groundwater levels ranged from ~56 mAOD in the east to ~64.5 
mAOD in the west with flow towards the east southeast at a hydraulic gradient 
of ~0.01. These are considered to reflect natural groundwater levels across the 
site as the readings were taken prior to commencement of quarrying at the site. 

Table ESSD8: Groundwater Levels (1999 - 2001) 

BHID Count Groundwater Level (mAOD) Range (m) 
Min Mean Max 

GW/BH1 64 63.96 65.13 66.48 2.52 
GW/BH2 51 59.46 60.41 62.00 2.54 
GW/BH3 49 55.54 56.57 58.47 2.93 

WS1 49 59.48 60.31 61.04 1.56 

3.4.16 Groundwater levels recorded between March 2021 and June 2024 are included 
in Appendix ESSD3. A summary table for this data in included in Table ESSD9 
below. The locations of the boreholes used to obtain these groundwater levels 
on site are included in Drawing No MG1002/14/09. 

Table ESSD9: Groundwater Levels (2021-2024) 

BHID Count Groundwater Level (mAOD) Range (m) 
Min Mean Max 

(GW)BH2 38 58.91 60.47 64.36 5.45 
(GW)BH3 34 55.07 55.83 56.80 1.73 

BH1A 35 61.71 64.27 66.81 5.1 
BH2A 11 60.82 62.50 62.70 1.88 
BH3A 36 60.12 61.04 62.74 2.62 
WS1 25 59.85 60.58 61.82 1.97 

3.4.17 As can be seen from the monitoring data, there are no significant changes in 
current groundwater levels to those monitored prior to the commencement of 
mineral extraction at the site. 
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3.4.18 The data from 2021-2024 indicates that the average saturated depth of the 
aquifer is typically ~6.5m beneath at the north edge of the quarry increasing to 
~8.5m in the southern edges. The presence of ~3.5 to 5m of brown/running 
sands at the boundary between Lower Lincolnshire Limestone Formation and 
Grantham Formation would indicate that a proportion of groundwater flow 
occurs through the basal sands with the remaining flow through the secondary 
permeable features of hard limestone strata. 

Groundwater Quality 

3.4.19 The BGS Baseline Report for the Lincolnshire Limestone (Griffiths et al, 2006) 
indicates the groundwater is mainly of the Ca-HCO3-SO4-Cl water type. The 
water quality in the unconfined aquifer is typically hard (high in mineral content; 
particularly calcium, carbonate and sulphate) and becomes progressively softer 
towards the east as the aquifer becomes confined by clay. 

3.4.20 Conversely, the unconfined aquifer typically records low concentrations of trace 
metals, which typically increase down dip as the aquifer becomes confined. 

3.4.21 Typical groundwater chemistry for key determinands within the unconfined 
Lincolnshire Limestone, as presented within the baseline series report, is 
summarised in Table ESSD10. 

Table ESSD10: Unconfined Lincolnshire Limestone: Groundwater Quality 

Determinand UK DWS 
Unconfined Aquifer Concentration 

Minimum Median Mean 97.7th 
Percentile 

pH (pH units) - 7.1 7.3 7.4 8.4 
Calcium (mg/l) - 95.5 161.5 163.2 197.3 
Magnesium 
(mg/l) - 2.5 6.1 6.3 10.5 

Sodium (mg/l) 200 9 21.7 23.8 61.9 
Potassium 
(mg/l) - 0.5 2.3 2.3 4.7 

Chloride (mg/l) 250 25 57.1 59.1 88.3 
Fluoride 1.5 0.05 0.18 0.18 0.52 
Sulphate (mg/l) 250 58.2 120.5 121.7 188.6 
HCO3 (mg/l) - 141.4 268.2 272.6 343.1 
Arsenic (µg/l) 10 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 0.579 
Cadmium (µg/l) 5 <0.05 0.165 0.14 0.2 
Chromium (µg/l) 50 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Copper (µg/l) 2,000 0.6 2.2 2.27 4.23 
Iron (µg/l) 200 <0.03 0.0025 0.57 7.05 
Lead (µg/l) 10 <0.1 0.2 2.44 15.94 
Mercury (µg/l) 1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 
Nickel (µg/l) 20 <0.2 <0.2 0.61 2.53 
Zinc (µg/l) - 3.7 10 10.61 15.36 

3.4.22 Groundwater quality monitoring has been carried out in several historic and 
more recently installed boreholes located around the periphery of the future 
restoration area and quarry.  The locations of these monitoring points are 
presented in Drawing No.:  MG1002/14/09.   An analysis of the monitoring data 
is presented in Appendix ESSD4, with a statistical summary presented in Table 
ESSD11. 
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Table ESSD11: Summary of monitored background groundwater quality at 
Cross Leys Quarry (Mar-2021 to June-2024) 

Determinand  Units Stat BH2 BH3 BH1A BH3A WS1 
Ammoniacal 
Nitrogen 

mgN/l Min 0.051 <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 
 Mean 0.51 0.26 0.33 0.19 0.16 
 Max 1.4 0.93 1.4 0.59 0.68 

Cadmium µg/l Min <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 
Mean <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 
Max <0.1 

(0.47) 
0.12 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 

(0.12) 
Chloride mg/l Min 23 16 31 7 7.3 

Mean 36.3 57.5 38.2 39.5 46.2 
Max 72 74 (95) 51 66 68 

Chromium µg/l Min <0.50 <0.50 <0.50 <0.50 <0.50 
Mean 1.82 2.32 4.49 4.93 4.92 
Max 7.3 (26) 7.9 (24) 8.3 (19) 9.5 (20) 16 (33) 

Copper  µg/l Min <0.5 <0.5 0.93 <0.5 <0.5 
Mean 2.13 1.31 1.87 1.70 0.98 
Max 6.4 (14) 3.1 3.7 3.8 2 (6.2) 

Iron µg/l Min <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 
Mean 22.08 15.14 9.33 9.87 16.26 
Max 150 (340) 150 (720) 54 59 120 (310) 

Lead µg/l Min <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Mean <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Max <0.5 (6.9) <0.5 (1.6) <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 (2.2) 

Magnesium mg/l Min <0.2 5.8 4.3 4.2 4.5 
Mean 5.36 7.00 7.31 5.44 6.40 
Max 11 8.3 (15) 12 (18) 8.1 10 

Manganese µg/l Min <0.5 0.64 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Mean 69.5 72.9 127.8 7.4 1.89 
Max 220 590 970 71 8.1 (35) 

Nickel µg/l Min <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Mean 1.92 1.44 1.85 1.03 0.52 
Max 6.7 (12) 3.7 (12) 4.5 2.8 (7.4) 0.67 (11) 

Potassium mg/l Min <0.5 1 1 0.8 0.77 
Mean 2.89 2.83 2.34 1.60 1.34 
Max 5 (34) 4.6 5.4 3.2 2.2 (31) 

Selenium µg/l Min <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 
Mean 0.54 0.54 0.59 0.58 0.54 
Max 1.1 1.2 (1.9) 1.4 1.3 1.2 

Sodium mg/l Min <1.5 32 20 7.3 8.8 
Mean 21.13 38.44 25.03 27.24 29.79 
Max 37 47 36 38 51 

Sulphate mg/l Min 36 85 95 47 7.3 
Mean 99.9 175.6 179.3 125.6 104.6 
Max 180 230 (430) 470 200 140 

Zinc µg/l Min <2.5 <2.5 <2.5 <2.5 <2.5 
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Determinand  Units Stat BH2 BH3 BH1A BH3A WS1 
Mean 8.16 6.41 9.32 10.6 6.75 
Max 33 27 29 31 26 

Highest statistical outlier quoted in brackets 

3.4.23 The averages for each variable recorded from groundwater quality monitoring 
undertaken from Cross Leys quarry (presented in Table ESSD11) are generally 
comparable to or below those presented in the baseline groundwater quality 
recorded for unconfined Lincolnshire Limestone concentrations within the 
region. The only exceptions to this are chromium and iron concentrations in the 
groundwater recorded from all boreholes on site, as well as the average sodium 
in BH3 and sulphate in BH3 and BH1A which exceed their respective median 
values in Table ESSD10. Regardless of this, none of the variables monitored 
on site exceed their respective UK Drinking Water standards (where standards 
exist).  

3.4.24 The quarry is located within the EA-classified groundwater waterbody “Welland 
Limestone Unit A”. A summary of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
classification for the site is given in Table ESSD12. 

Table ESSD12:  WFD Classification for Welland Limestone Unit A 
Waterbody ID: GB40501G445900 

Type: Groundwater Body 
Groundwater Area (Ha): 23,386 

2016 Quantitative Status:  Poor 
Quantitative Objective: Good by 2027 
2016 Chemical Status: Poor  

Chemical Objective: Good by 2027 
2016 Overall Status: Poor  

Overall Waterbody Objective: Good by 2027 
Reasons for not achieving 

good status and for 
deterioration: 

Landfill Leaching – Waste treatment and disposal. 
Groundwater abstraction – Water industry. 

Groundwater Abstractions and Source Protection Zones 

3.4.25 There are a total of five licensed groundwater abstractions within a 2km radius 
of Cross Leys Quarry. Two relate to wells at Cross Leys Farm ~380m south of 
the site and are used for general agricultural uses.  The other two are licensed 
to the owners of Wittering Grange Farm, in which abstractions are made from a 
borehole(s) located adjacent to the RAF Wittering, ~1.6km north of the quarry. 
These licenses allow use for general agriculture and private water supplies for 
household use. Finally, another groundwater abstraction is located at Rose 
Lodge located ~2km to the southeast of the quarry. Full details of these entries 
are included in Appendix ESSD5. 

3.4.26 There are no Source protection Zones located within 2km of the site, with the 
nearest SPZ located ~3.5km to the north and ~4km northeast of the quarry, the 
extents of which are cut-off by the White-Water Brook Valley.  There are also 
no groundwater Drinking Water Safeguard Zones within 2km of the quarry. 

3.4.27 Peterborough City Council has indicated that there are two private water 
supplies within a 2.5km radius of the quarry, both located to the southeast of 
the site and believed to be groundwater sources, presumably from the confined 
limestone aquifer. The details of these extractions are summarised in Table 
ESSD13. 
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Table ESSD13:  Details of Private Water Supplies 

Ref No. Supply 
Name Address Source Usage 

Distance 
and 

Direction 
from Site 

PWS004 Nightingale 
Farm 

Kingscliff Road, 
Wansford, 

Peterborough, PE6 
7SA 

Borehole Residential c. 2.3km SE 

PWS008 Leedsgate 
Farm 

Twin Oaks, 
Leedsgate Farm, 

Wansford, 
Peterborough, PE8 

6NX 

Borehole Residential c. 2km SE 

 Man-made subsurface pathways 

3.5.1 Other than the monitoring boreholes associated with quarry and abstraction 
boreholes/wells previously discussed, other man-made pathways in the vicinity 
of the site are likely to include buried utility and service conduits either beneath 
the local road networks or within neighbouring fields, as well as the pipeline 
which transects the quarry to supply aviation fuel to RAF Wittering located 
~1.6km north of the quarry. Specific details of any such conduits have not been 
identified due to the associated risk with the inert waste deposits. 

 Receptors and Compliance Points 

3.6.1 Receptors within close proximity of the site are depicted in Drawing Nos. 
MG1002/14/04 and MG1002/14/05. 

Controlled Waters 

3.6.2 Potential receptors of waterborne contaminants from Cross Leys Quarry are: 

 Groundwater Resources 
 Surface water bodies 
 Abstraction points 

Groundwater 

3.6.3 The groundwater within the Upper Lincolnshire Limestone forms the primary 
receptor to potential pollutants that may be released as a consequence of the 
waste recovery operations.  For both hazardous substances the point of 
compliance will be downgradient edge of the future restoration area.  For non-
hazardous pollutants the point of compliance will be the downgradient edge of 
the quarry restoration area.  

Surface Water 

3.6.4 As discussed within the hydrology section, the Quarry lies within the sub-
catchment of the River Nene, an EA Main River situated c. 4.5km to the 
southeast of the site at its closest. The quarry lies within the sub-catchment of 
Wittering Brook, the closest watercourse to the site which rises approximately 
280m to the north of the existing quarry from where it flows easterly. Also, a 
minor drain flows along the western boundary of the quarry, along the edge of 
Wittering Coppice. Given the local topography, it is likely that this drain 
ultimately connects to a smaller stream, approximately 1km to the south which 
flows in an easterly direction through Bedford Purlieus National Nature Reserve 
and subsequently into the River Nene. However, it should be noted that this 
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drain is situated within the woodland to the west of the site and is above the 
current excavated level of the quarry, therefore, there is currently no direct 
runoff from the active site. 

3.6.5 At present, site-generated runoff is contained within the site boundary where it 
is directed to the quarry floor and to numerous permanent and ephemeral ponds 
which have formed within the base of the quarry, allowing infiltration to the 
underlying aquifer system. There is no further surface water management in 
place at the site, and this will remain the same under the current proposal. 

Amenity (Nuisance and Health Issues) 

3.6.6 Due to the rural setting of the site, there are limited human receptors within 
500m of the site. Details of all human, natural and cultural receptors located 
with 1km of the future waste operations are presented in Table ESSD1.  In 
summary, the nearest human receptors include the residential property 
Wittering lodge and the A47 public highway. 

3.6.7 There has been no excavation at the site since it was mothballed in 2012, 
therefore, dust emissions have not been an issue. During restoration of the 
quarry dust will be managed when necessary via water spraying to supress 
particle suspension. Additionally, most residential properties are situated a 
considerable distance from the site boundary and therefore there is little risk 
posed to them. 

Ecology 

3.6.8 As discussed in Section 1.2, there are two National Nature Reserves (NNRs) 
and three Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) situated within 2km of the 
site boundary. These are Collyweston Great Wood and Eastern Hornstocks 
NNR and SSSI situated adjacent to the site’s western boundary line, Bedford 
Purlieus SSSI and NNR which lies ~440m and ~780m respecitvely to the east 
and southeast of the site and the Bonemills Hollow SSSI which lies ~25m north 
of the site. 

3.6.9 There are no RAMSAR sites, Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or Special 
Protected Areas (SPAs) located within 2km of the site boundary.  

3.6.10 None of the designated conservation areas located adjacent are hydraulically 
connected to the groundwater within the underlying limestone aquifer. The 
principal emissions that could potentially impact upon these designated habitats 
are dust, which will be managed in accordance with a Dust & Emissions 
Management Plan. 

3.6.11 Prior to the commencement of waste imports to the site, a Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan will be prepared for approval by the Mineral 
Planning Authority in accordance with conditions C13 of planning permissions 
held for the site. These conditions require this plan to include full details of all 
protected species avoidance and mitigation measures, including a reptile 
mitigation strategy, full details and specifications of ponds to be created, non-
native species eradication programme and updated species surveys, which are 
to be based on the information submitted in support of the planning application 
for the current scheme of restoration for the quarry.  A copy of the planning 
application and relevant permissions are included in Appendices ESSD6 and 
ESSD7 respectively. 
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 POLLUTION CONTROL MEASURES  

 Site Engineering 

Groundwater Management System 

4.1.1 All imported wastes to support the quarry restoration will be deposited above 
the water table. The flooded areas along the western edges of the quarry will 
be infilled (excluding a small section to be retained as part of the restoration 
scheme) during the preliminary restoration phase using site-won materials only.  
No groundwater management will therefore be necessary to support the 
restoration activities. 

Basal and Side Slope Engineering 

4.1.2 Basal areas in which imported wastes will be deposited directly onto the 
limestone bedrock to depths in excess of 2m will be engineered with 500mm 
thick Artificially Established Geological Barrier to achieve a maximum 
permeability of 1x10-7m/s. The indicative footprint over which the AEGB will be 
required is presented in Drawing No. MG1002/12/03.  

Capping 

4.1.3 There is no requirement to limit the infiltration of waters through the surface of 
the wastes deposit. No surface capping will therefore be constructed. 

Restoration 

4.1.4 The restoration scheme approved in December 2020 would allow for the 
creation of predominantly agricultural restoration (12.7 ha) in westerly and 
northerly parts of the site and 12.8 ha of wildlife habitat in easterly and southerly 
parts of the site which would include the GCN receptor site. Across the whole 
site created habitats include woodland (1.2 ha), areas of water (3.85 ha), scrub 
(0.36 ha), species rich grassland (2 ha), wetland (0.85 ha) with 1,540 linear 
metres of hedgerows and 15 hedgerow trees. The receptor area for GCNs 
would be supplemented with six purpose built GCN mitigation ponds with 
adjacent earth-mound hibernacula constructed from excavated pond material. 

4.1.5 The agricultural restoration area has a maximum crest elevation of 76 mAOD at 
a localised undulation situated centrally to the proposed field but for the most 
part levels would range from 65 mAOD and 70 mAOD. This is representative of 
topographical trends in the local area. Gradients within the proposed restored 
agricultural areas typically range from 1:8 to 1:25 and would be accessible by 
precision seeding and harvesting equipment (according to the limits set out in 
the former Minerals Planning Guidance 7). Alongside the A47, gradients would 
also be typically between 1:8 and 1:25.  

4.1.6 The agricultural restoration area would incorporate land drains and surface 
water would be allowed to collect in ponds located in the corners of the restored 
landform. These ponds would provide an additional wetland feature within the 
site which would be beneficial for invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles. 

4.1.7 The approved restoration scheme retains key components of the previously 
permitted scheme including woodland and scrub planting, agricultural and 
nature conservation land provision, and hedgerows.  

4.1.8 The final soil profile of the restored quarry will formed using existing stockpiles 
of sub-soils and topsoil present across the quarry. 
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Surface Water Management  

4.1.9 During the infilling phase of the development surface waters will continue to 
infiltrate directly into permeable ground.  As final levels are achieved in each 
restoration phase area, any run-off will be collected by a network of perimeter 
ditches that will drain to infiltration lagoons that will form part of the final scheme 
of restoration.  

Post Closure Controls (Aftercare) 

Proposed after-use of the site  

4.1.10 The quarry will be restored to create calcareous grassland, woodland and 
wetland habitats. Following this restoration, the site permit will be surrendered.  

Post Closure Management of the site 

4.1.11 Due to the inert nature of the waste materials deposits to restore the quarry 
there will be no post-closure management requirements for groundwater, 
surface water, leachate or ground gases.  

4.1.12 Any monitoring requirements once final levels have been achieved will be 
subject to a review of monitoring data collected during the operational phase of 
the restoration activities.  

Conditions when Permit Surrender is Acceptable 

4.1.13 If monitoring data collected during the operational phase of quarry restoration 
demonstrates that the waste are do not present a risk to the human health or 
the environment, an application will be submitted to surrender the permit. 
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 MONITORING 

 Weather Monitoring 

5.1.1 Meteorological information will continue to be obtained from the local weather 
station located c.1.7km to the north of the site at RAF Wittering. This station 
provides total and effective rainfall, as well as the prevailing wind direction and 
strength. 

 Gas Monitoring  

5.2.1 Only inert wastes consisting of mineral, construction, demolition and excavation 
wastes will be deposited at the site.  Gas monitoring will be carried every quarter 
within perimeter gas boreholes to determine is there are any significant 
increases in ground gas concentrations as a result of the waste deposits.   

 Groundwater Monitoring 

5.3.1 Groundwater will be monitored quarterly within perimeter groundwater 
boreholes as per the schedule presented in the Hydrogeological Risk 
Assessment (Doc. Ref.: MG1002/09) prepared in support of the application.  

 Surface Water Monitoring 

5.4.1 Surface water within the infiltration lagoons will be monitored quarterly as per 
the schedule presented in the Hydrogeological Risk Assessment (Doc. Ref.: 
MG1002/09) prepared in support of the application.  
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 SITE CONDITION REPORT 

 Previous Versions 

6.1.1 A site condition report was prepared in November 2011 by WYG Environment 
in support of the Environmental Recovery Permit Application. This report was 
completed using the EA Site Condition Report Template (v2.0, 4th August 2008). 

6.1.2 As the current proposed variation only extends the permit boundary to areas 
that will receive the permanent deposit of waste, this falls outside of the scope 
for a Site Condition Report. Therefore, there are to be no revisions to the original 
site condition report of 2011. 

 Additional Considerations 

6.2.1 The information presented within the preceding sections of this report 
establishes the baseline site conditions for the Cross Leys Quarry, in terms of 
geology, surface water and groundwater conditions and their sensitivity.  

6.2.2 The historic land use of the site, detailed in Section 2.2, does not identify any 
significant potentially contaminative land uses. 
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LIST OF PERMITTED WASTES 

EWC Code  Description 
01 04 08 Waste gravel and crushed rocks other than those mentioned in 01 04 07. 
01 04 09 Waste sand and clays. 
17 01 01 Concrete. 
17 01 02  Bricks. 
17 01 03 Tiles and Ceramics. 
17 01 07 Mixtures of concrete, bricks, tiles, and ceramics other than those 

mentioned in 17 01 06. 
17 05 04 Soil and stones other than those mentioned in 17 05 03. 
19 12 09 Minerals (for example sand, stones). 
20 02 02 Soil and stones. 
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Pumping Test Data 
 
 
 
 
 



AQTESOLV for Windows

Data Set:  Z:\SLR\Projects\Active Projects\00275 Aggregate Industries\00233 - Cross Leys\Tech\HYD\Wking\Pump Test\WS1_Pump_Test.aqt
Date:  11/02/18
Time:  16:27:44

PROJECT INFORMATION

Company:  SLR
Client:  AI
Project:  403-00275-00233
Location:  Cross Leys
Test Date:  20/05/99
Test Well:  WS1

AQUIFER DATA

Saturated Thickness:  2.87 m
Anisotropy Ratio (Kz/Kr):  1.

PUMPING WELL DATA

No. of pumping wells:  1

Pumping Well No. 1:  WS1

X Location:  0. m
Y Location:  0. m

Casing Radius:  0.075 m
Well Radius:  0.05 m

Fully Penetrating Well

No. of pumping periods:  17

Pumping Period Data
Time (min) Rate (m³/min) Time (min) Rate (m³/min)

0. 0.0173 90. 0.0091
16. 0.0101 105. 0.0086
24. 0.0086 120. 0.0089
30. 0.0087 135. 0.0087
35. 0.0087 150. 0.009
45. 0.0093 165. 0.0087
55. 0.0094 180. 0.0085
60. 0.0094 210. 0.0088
75. 0.009

OBSERVATION WELL DATA

No. of observation wells:  1

Observation Well No. 1:  WS1

X Location:  0. m
Y Location:  0. m

Radial distance from WS1:  0. m

Fully Penetrating Well

No. of Observations:  16

Observation Data
Time (min) Displacement (m) Time (min) Displacement (m)

16. 0.53 90. 0.74
24. 0.68 105. 0.76
30. 0.7 120. 0.78
35. 0.71 135. 0.77
45. 0.7 150. 0.77

11/02/18 1 16:27:44



AQTESOLV for Windows

Time (min) Displacement (m) Time (min) Displacement (m)
55. 0.73 165. 0.74
60. 0.74 180. 0.74
75. 0.74 210. 0.74

SOLUTION

Pumping Test
Aquifer Model:  Unconfined
Solution Method:  Theis

VISUAL ESTIMATION RESULTS

Estimated Parameters

Parameter Estimate
T 7.344E-5 m2/sec
S 4.949

Kz/Kr 1.
b 2.87 m

K = T/b = 2.559E-5 m/sec (0.002559 cm/sec)
Ss = S/b = 1.724 1/m

11/02/18 2 16:27:44
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WELL TEST ANALYSIS

Data Set:  Z:\...\WS1_Rising_Head.aqt
Date:  11/02/18 Time:  16:21:41

PROJECT INFORMATION

Company:  SLR
Client:  AI
Project:  403-00275-00233
Location:  Cross Leys
Test Well:  WS1
Test Date:  20/05/99

AQUIFER DATA

Saturated Thickness:  2.57 m Anisotropy Ratio (Kz/Kr):  1.

WELL DATA (WS1)

Initial Displacement:  2.27 m Static Water Column Height:  2.57 m
Total Well Penetration Depth:  4. m Screen Length:  4. m
Casing Radius:  0.075 m Well Radius:  0.05 m

SOLUTION

Aquifer Model:  Unconfined Solution Method:  Bouwer-Rice

K  = 0.0001173 m/sec y0 = 13.04 m
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Groundwater Levels Data 
(2021-2024) (Please Refer to 

Excel Spreadsheet File) 
 
 

 



 

 

APPENDIX ESSD4 
 

Groundwater Quality Data 
(2021-2024) (Please Refer to 

Excel Spreadsheet File) 
 
 

 



 

 

APPENDIX ESSD5 
 

Abstraction License Details 
(Please Refer to Excel 

Spreadsheet File) 
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19/01365/MMFUL

Telephone: 01733 453410 (open 9am - 1pm) 
Email: planningcontrol@peterborough.gov.uk 
Case Officer: Mr A O Jones
Our Ref: 19/01365/MMFUL 
Your Ref:

Mr Chris Lowden
SLR Consulting Ltd
Aspect House
Aspect Business Park
Bennerley Road
Nottingham
NG6 8WR

Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

10 December 2020

Dear Mr Lowden

Application for Planning Permission

Proposal: Restoration of quarry workings to agriculture and woodland through the 
importation and deposit of inert restoration materials and quarry waste

Site address: Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Your client:  Mr John Gough

Further in the above matter, please find enclosed our formal decision notice relating to your client’s 
application for planning permission. Please be sure to remind your client that the scheme should 
be carried out in line with the approved plans. This will avoid the need for any enforcement action.
 
Making changes to the approved plans
In the event that you wish to change your proposal, please contact your case officer who will 
advise you on whether the change can be dealt with as a “non-material” or “material” amendment.  
In either case you will have to complete a form and provide fresh drawings.
 
Complying with the approved plans
We would like to draw your attention to ‘precedent conditions’:- these are conditions which require 
you to either do certain works or submit something for approval prior to starting any work. These 
conditions must be complied with. Please check your Decision Notice carefully and familiarise 
yourself with its requirements, allowing plenty of time for the conditions to be complied with before 
work commences.  If these conditions are overlooked you may invalidate your consent, risk 
enforcement action being taken and may need to submit a further application.

In addition you should be aware that failing to build in accordance with the approved plans or 
properly discharging conditions often causes problems and delays if selling the property.

Complying with conditions
Please read the conditions attached to this permission carefully. Some conditions may require you 
to submit more information to us before you can start work.

If further information is required you will need to submit a separate application together with the 
required supporting documentation. The relevant application form (PF27) for discharge of 
conditions can be downloaded from our application One Stop Shop at 
www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss

http://www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss
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Please ensure that the required details are submitted in duplicate and if you are applying to 
discharge more than one condition that the supporting information is clearly separated and 
referenced to each individual condition.

There is a fee required with an application to discharge planning conditions, however this is 
chargeable per application rather than per condition, please ensure that this is enclosed as part of 
your application. For further information please visit our application One Stop Shop or contact 
Planning Services on 01733 453410.
 
Appeals against conditions
You should also be aware that the applicant has the right to appeal against any conditions 
attached to this Notice, please see https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-
inspectorate for details.  If you are concerned about any condition you should contact the case 
officer in the first instance for advice.
 
Your feedback on our service is welcomed
We are interested in finding out what you thought of our service and how we might make it better. 
To give us feedback please go to http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss.
 

Yours sincerely 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss
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Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

NOTICE OF PLANNING PERMISSION
Town and Country Planning Act 1990  

Reference 19/01365/MMFUL

Proposal Restoration of quarry workings to agriculture and woodland through the 
importation and deposit of inert restoration materials and quarry waste

At Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Applicant Mr John Gough
Mick George Ltd

Date valid 3 September 2019

Conditions

 
Permission is granted subject to the following conditions and reasons:

C 1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from 
the date of this permission.

Reason: In accordance with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended).

C 2 This permission relates to the importation of inert materials and restoration of the site 
edged red, on the "Application Site" plan referenced CL2/3, dated March 2019.

The importation of inert restoration materials shall cease not later than 7 years from the 
date of this permission. Landscaping and restoration works shall be completed no later than 
12 months after the final importation of restoration materials, or 7 years from the date of this 
permission, whichever is the sooner.
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Reason: To ensure that the site is restored in a timely manner in accordance with 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Core Strategy policy CS25.

C 3 Vehicular access to the site shall only be via the existing quarry access from the A47 Trunk 
Road as shown on approved plan "Phase 1 Import / Restoration", ref. CL5/2, rev. 4 dated 
Feb 2020.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 4 A wheel cleaning facility for Large Goods Vehicles (LGV's), in the 'operational area' as 
depicted on the phasing drawings CL5/2, CL5/3 and CL4/4, shall be retained and 
maintained in a good working order for the duration of the importation of restoration 
materials.  Internal site traffic arrangements must ensure that all LGVs leaving the site shall 
pass through the wheel cleaning facility. No materials shall be deposited on the public 
highway.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 5 All LGVs leaving the site with any loose materials must be securely sheeted.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 6 Restoration, landscaping and habitat provision at the site, including the ordering of soil 
movements, must be carried out in accordance with the approved plans;

Preliminary Material Movements, ref. CL 5/1, rev. 3, dated February 2020
Phase 1 Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/2, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2A Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/3, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2B Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/4, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 3 Import Final Restoration, ref. CL 5/5, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Illustrative Section on Western Boundary, ref. CL 5/7, dated August 2020

With the exception that the land identified as "land restored to agriculture on "Phase 3 
Import / Final Restoration" is to be specifically restored as 'species rich pasture'.

Reason: To clarify what is hereby approved.

C 7 Other than water pumping, servicing, and testing of plant and equipment, environmental 
monitoring and emergency / safety work, the development hereby permitted shall be carried 
out on the site only between the following times:

0600 and 1900 hours Mondays to Fridays
0600 and 1300 hours on Saturdays

and at no other times on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers in accordance 
with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core strategy policy CS34.

C 8 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Dust Management 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological sensitivities of the site. The 
approved scheme should be implemented throughout the period of development.
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Reason: To secure an appropriate dust management scheme in the interests of the 
amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
air quality impacts.

C 9 a) No mobile plant will operate using intrusive audible reversing alarms. Plant requiring 
reversing alarms will be fitted with "white noise" type alarms throughout the period of the 
development. 
b) All plant and machinery shall be silenced at all times in accordance with the 
manufacturer's recommendations.
c) No hydraulic breakers shall be operated at the site except in accordance with details of 
their location and noise suppression measures to be submitted to and, approved in writing 
by the Mineral Planning Authority, no less than 3 months in advance of them being required 
to be used on site.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C10 The volume of noise received at the properties specified below shall not exceed:

42dB (LAeq 1 hour Free Field) between the hours of 0600 and 0700 Mondays to Saturdays 
at Wittering Lodge or Cross Leys Farm, or

Wittering Lodge - 53 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field
Cross Leys Farm - 45 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field

at any other time during the permitted operating hours.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C11 Temporary operations shall not be carried out over a period exceeding a total of 8 weeks in 
any continuous 12 month period, and relate to work carried out within 200m of the 
boundary of the noise sensitive properties cited in a). The free field noise level received at 
noise sensitive properties shall not exceed 70 dB (LAeq) one hour free field during these 
temporary operations. Five days written notice shall be given to the Mineral Planning 
Authority in advance of the commencement of any temporary operations as may be agreed, 
in advance of works taking place.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C12 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Noise Monitoring 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological sensitivities of the site, and the 
noise control measures specified in the Bird Hazard Management Plan.  The approved 
scheme should be implemented throughout the period of development.

Reason: To secure an appropriate noise monitoring scheme in the interests of the amenity 
of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
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control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
noise impacts.

C13 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan, based on the measures outlined in Chapter 6 pf the 'Cross 
Leys Quarry: Planning application for revisions to the restoration scheme' planning 
statement dated April 2019, and the accompanying appendices and plan, and including, but 
not necessarily limited to full details of all protected species avoidance and mitigation 
measures, including a reptile mitigation strategy, full details and specifications of ponds to 
be created, non-native species eradication programme and updated species surveys, shall 
be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan.

Reason: To secure appropriate management and mitigation of ecological impacts and 
protect features of nature conservation importance in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS35. This is a pre-
commencement condition because appropriate control needs to be exercised on activities 
which from the outset may give rise to adverse ecological impacts.

C14 Topsoil and Subsoil movements and re-spreading shall only be carried out when the full 
depth of soil is in a dry and friable condition (soils to be assessed by the method set out in 
Appendix 2 of the Guidance on Good Practice for the Reclamation of Mineral Workings to 
Agriculture to DoE 1996). Soils shall not be stripped, handled or re-spread between the 
months of October to March inclusive.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policies CS34 and CS38.

C15 Plant or vehicle movements shall be confined to clearly defined haul routes approved 
beforehand in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority and shall not cross areas of topsoil 
and subsoil except for the express purpose of soil stripping or replacement operations. No 
stored topsoil and subsoil shall be removed from the site.

C16 All storage bunds intended to remain in situ for more than 6 months or over the winter 
period shall be grassed over and weed control and other necessary maintenance 
undertaken. The seed mixture and the application rates and subsequent maintenance shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Minerals Planning Authority prior to the 
construction of the soil storage bunds.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C17 All fuel, oil or chemical storage tanks, building, ancillary handling facilities and equipment, 
including pumps and valves, shall be contained within an impervious bund of at least 110% 
of the tank capacity.

Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS39.

C18 Prior to the replacement of topsoil or subsoil or any subsoil substitute, a scheme of soil 
placement shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
Such a scheme shall include:

a)How the restored quarry floor will be prepared prior to soil placement, including levelling 
and ripping.
b)The proposed soil profile.
c)Method of soil spreading and the machinery to be sued.
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d)Subsoiling of any compacted layers.
e)Removal of any material capable of impeding agriculture and land drainage operations; 
including the removal of stones and other objects greater than 75mm in any dimension 
rising to the topsoil surface following subsoiling operations.
f)A timetable for the implementation of the scheme.

The restoration of the site shall be carried out in accordance with the approved scheme.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C19 Within 12 months of the date on this decision, an Aftercare Management Plan shall be 
submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Such a plan shall 
be based on Chapter 3 of the Planning Statement (SLR Ref: 403.00275.00233, dated April 
/ 2019) and 'Phase 3 Import / Final Restoration (drawing CL 5/5, dated February 2020) and 
amended as required by the requirements of the requisite European Protected Species 
License (ESPL) (and potentially the Biodiversity and Landscape Management Plan required 
under C13). The plan shall include, but is not necessarily limited to;

-Aftercare provision for a period of 5 years for agriculture.
-Aftercare provision for a period of 15 years for the ponds and wetland conservation area.
-Details of the grass seed to be used to provide a species rich pasture area marked as 
'land to be restored to agriculture' on the Phase 3 Final Import Restoration drawing.
-Provision for ongoing maintenance of the exposed rockfaces for the purposes of 
geological conservation.

The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
Aftercare Management Plan.

Reason: To secure the sustainable use of soils and to provide long term biodiversity 
enhancements in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policies CS25, CS33 and CS34.

C20 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a detailed layout / 
arrangement for the operational area for the final phase of works, as depicted on the 
'Phase 2B Import / Restoration' drawing, and based on Chris Lowden's email of 28 August 
2020, shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
scheme.

Reason: In order to secure appropriate access to the site post restoration, and in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS32.

C21 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a Drainage Maintenance and 
Management schedule shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral 
Planning Authority. The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance 
with the approved schedule.

Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy.

C22 The development hereby approved, including the aftercare period, and beyond as required 
by the provisions of the Statutory Birdstrike Safeguarding Zone, shall be carried out in 
complete accordance with the "Bird Hazard Management Plan" (Pre-Consent Draft Copy, 
Version No.1 Rev A, dated Dec 2018).
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Reason: To minimise the hazard to air traffic in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS40.

C23 The developer, shall make allowance for Temporary Section Recording / inspection of the 
exposed rockfaces on an annual basis and / or at the request of the Minerals Planning 
Authority. Notification of visits will be provided no less than 4 weeks in advance. Visits by 
groups of more than 6 will require the agreement of the developer and / or landowner.

Reason: To secure the benefits of the exposed rockface within a Local Geological Site in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS35.

C24 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a scheme for the provision of 
a safe and suitable post restoration access to the public Highway shall be submitted to, and 
approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Upon completion of the restoration 
and landscaping works the site access as approved shall be implemented and retained 
thereafter.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

Statement of compliance

The proposal as submitted was not in accordance with local and national planning policy.  The 
local planning authority have worked with the applicant in a positive and proactive manner based 
on seeking solutions to problems arising in relation to dealing with the planning application.  
Amendments were discussed and agreed with the applicant to bring the proposal into compliance 
with policy, and the application can therefore be approved in accordance with Paragraph 38 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2019).

Authorisation

Authorised by:

Date the decision was made: 10 December 2020
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Informatives

 1 It is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or 
in use. Trees, scrub and/or structures likely to contain nesting birds between 1st March and 
31st August are present on the application site. You should assume that they contain 
nesting birds between the above dates unless survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present. Planning consent for a development does not provide a 
defence against prosecution. The protection of nesting wild birds remains unchanged even 
when planning permission is granted. For further information on surveys contact 
Peterborough City Council’s Wildlife Officer (wildlife@peterborough.gov.uk)

 2 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 3 The wheel cleansing equipment shall be capable of cleaning the wheels, underside and 
chassis of the vehicles.  The road between the cleaning equipment and the public highway 
shall be surfaced either in concrete or blacktop and be maintained free of mud, slurry and 
any other form of contamination whilst in use.

 4 Highways Act 1980 - Section 148, Sub-Section C
It is an offence to deposit anything including building materials or debris on a highway 
which may cause interruption to any user of the highway (including footways).  In the event 
that a person is found guilty of this offence, a penalty may be imposed in the form of a fine.  
It is the responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials 
or debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.

 5 Highways Act 1980 - Section 149
If anything is so deposited on a highway as to constitute a nuisance, the Local Planning 
Authority may by notice require the person who deposited it there to remove it forthwith and 
if he fails to comply the Local Planning Authority may make a complaint to a Magistrates 
Court for a Removal and Disposal Order under this Section.  In the event that the deposit is 
considered to constitute a danger, the Local Planning Authority may remove the deposit 
forthwith and recover reasonable expenses from the person who made the deposit.  It is the 
responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials or 
debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.
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Informatives

General Notes

1.1 Planning permission does not constitute approval under the Building Regulations or Bye-
law approval relating to new streets and buildings.

1.2 It is an offence under Section 171 of the Highways Act 1980 to temporarily deposit building 
materials, rubbish or other things on the public highway or make a temporary excavation on 
it without the written consent of the Highway Authority.  The Highway Authority may give its 
consent subject to such conditions as it thinks fit.

1.3 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 
Appeals to the Secretary of State

1 The applicant has a right to appeal to the Secretary of State against any conditions of this 
planning permission, under Section 78 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990.  

2 If you want to appeal against your local planning authority’s decision then you must do so 
within 6 months of the date of this notice.

3 Appeals can be made online at: https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate.
If you are unable to access the online appeal form, please contact the Planning 
Inspectorate to obtain a paper copy of the appeal form on
tel: 0303 444 5000.

4 The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal but will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which 
excuse the delay in  giving notice of appeal.

5 The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to the Secretary of State 
that the local planning authority could not have granted planning permission for the 
proposed development or could not have granted it without the conditions they imposed, 
having regard to the statutory requirements, to the provisions of any development order and 
to any directions given under a development order.  

6 If you intend to submit an appeal that you would like examined by inquiry then you must 
notify the Local Planning Authority and Planning Inspectorate 
(inquiryappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk) at least 10 days before submitting the 
appeal. Further details are on GOV.UK.

Purchase Notices

If the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State grants permission subject to conditions the 
owner may claim that he/she can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing 
state nor render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any 
development which has been or would be permitted.  In these circumstances the owner may serve 
a purchase notice on the Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the 
provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
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Starting Work too soon

If you start work on this development before complying with conditions that require to be met 
before work starts, your action has made this planning permission invalid. A fresh planning 
application will then be required, with the associated cost and delay. 
 
Third Party Rights to challenge a planning decision

Currently there are no third party rights of appeal through the planning system against a decision of 
a Local Planning Authority.  Therefore, if you have concerns about a planning application and 
permission is granted, you cannot appeal that decision.

Any challenge under current legislation would have to be made outside the planning system 
through a process called Judicial Review.

A ‘claim for judicial review’ includes a claim to review the lawfulness of a decision, action or failure 
to act in relation to the exercise of a public function, in this case, a planning decision.  The court’s 
permission to proceed is required in a claim for Judicial Review.  A claim for Judicial Review is 
dealt with by the Administrative Court and if leave to judicially review a planning decision is 
granted, the Judicial Review will be decided by a judge at the High Court. 

An application to Judicial Review a decision must be made within 6 weeks of the decision about 
which you have a grievance being made.  For further information on judicial review and the contact 
details for the Administrative Courts, please go to http://www.justice.gov.uk/
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Telephone: 01733 453410 (open 9am - 1pm) 
Email: planningcontrol@peterborough.gov.uk 
Case Officer: Mr A O Jones
Our Ref: 19/01370/WCMM 
Your Ref:

Mr Chris Lowden
SLR Consulting Ltd
Aspect House
Aspect Business Park
Bennerley Road
Nottingham
NG6 8WR

Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

10 December 2020

Dear Mr Lowden

Application for Amendment to an existing Planning Permission

Proposal: Variation of conditions C1 and C5 of planning permission 99/01273/RMP with 
regards to restoration

Site address: Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Your client:  Mr John Gough

Further in the above matter, please find enclosed our formal decision notice relating to your client’s 
application for planning permission. Please be sure to remind your client that the scheme should 
be carried out in line with the approved plans. This will avoid the need for any enforcement action.
 
Complying with the approved plans
We would like to draw your attention to ‘precedent conditions’:- these are conditions which require 
you to either do certain works or submit something for approval prior to starting any work. These 
conditions must be complied with. Please check your Decision Notice carefully and familiarise 
yourself with its requirements, allowing plenty of time for the conditions to be complied with before 
work commences.  If these conditions are overlooked you may invalidate your consent, risk 
enforcement action being taken and may need to submit a further application.

In addition you should be aware that failing to build in accordance with the approved plans or 
properly discharging conditions often causes problems and delays if selling the property.

Complying with conditions
Please read the conditions attached to this permission carefully. Some conditions may require you 
to submit more information to us before you can start work.

If further information is required you will need to submit a separate application together with the 
required supporting documentation. The relevant application form (PF27) for discharge of 
conditions can be downloaded from our application One Stop Shop at 
www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss

Please ensure that the required details are submitted in duplicate and if you are applying to 
discharge more than one condition that the supporting information is clearly separated and 
referenced to each individual condition.

http://www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss
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There is a fee required with an application to discharge planning conditions, however this is 
chargeable per application rather than per condition, please ensure that this is enclosed as part of 
your application. For further information please visit our application One Stop Shop or contact 
Planning Services on 01733 453410.
 
Appeals against conditions
You should also be aware that the applicant has the right to appeal against any conditions 
attached to this Notice, please see https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-
inspectorate for details.  If you are concerned about any condition you should contact the case 
officer in the first instance for advice.
 
Your feedback on our service is welcomed
We are interested in finding out what you thought of our service and how we might make it better. 
To give us feedback please go to http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss.
 

Yours sincerely 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss
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Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

 NOTICE OF PERMISSION TO DEVELOP 
LAND WITHOUT COMPLIANCE WITH 
CONDITIONS PREVIOUSLY ATTACHED TO 
A GRANT OF PLANNING PERMISSION
Town and Country Planning Act 1990: Section 73  

Reference 19/01370/WCMM

Proposal Variation of conditions C1 and C5 of planning permission 99/01273/RMP with 
regards to restoration

At Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Applicant Mr John Gough
Mick George Ltd

Date valid 3 September 2019

Conditions

 
Permission is granted subject to the following conditions and reasons:

C 1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from 
the date of this permission.

Reason: In accordance with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended).

C 2 This permission relates to the restoration of the site edged blue, on the "Existing Planning 
Permissions", Drawing number CQ2/2, dated March 2001. 
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Landscaping and restoration works shall be completed no later than 12 months after the 
final importation of inert materials associated with permission 19/001365/MMFUL, or 7 
years from the date this permission is granted, whichever is the sooner.

Reason: To ensure that the site is restored in a timely manner in accordance with 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Core Strategy policy CS25.

C 3 Vehicular access to the site shall only be via the existing quarry access from the A47 Trunk 
Road as shown on approved plan "Phase 1 Import / Restoration", ref. CL5/2, rev. 4 dated 
Feb 2020.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 4 A wheel cleaning facility for Large Goods Vehicles (LGV's), in the 'operational area' as 
depicted on the phasing drawings CL5/2, CL5/3 and CL4/4, shall be retained and 
maintained in a good working order for the duration of the importation of restoration 
materials.  Internal site traffic arrangements must ensure that all LGVs leaving the site shall 
pass through the wheel cleaning facility. No materials shall be deposited on the public 
highway.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 5 All LGVs leaving the site with any loose materials must be securely sheeted.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 6 Restoration, landscaping and habitat provision at the site, including the ordering of soil 
movements, must be carried out in accordance with the approved plans;

Preliminary Material Movements, ref. CL 5/1, rev. 3, dated February 2020
Phase 1 Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/2, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2A Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/3, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2B Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/4, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 3 Import Final Restoration, ref. CL 5/5, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Illustrative Section on Western Boundary, ref. CL 5/7, dated August 2020

With the exception that the land identified as "land restored to agriculture on "Phase 3 
Import / Final Restoration" is to be specifically restored as 'species rich pasture'.

Reason: To clarify what is hereby approved.

C 7 Other than water pumping, servicing, and testing of plant and equipment, environmental 
monitoring and emergency / safety work, the development hereby permitted shall be carried 
out on the site only between the following times:

0600 and 1900 hours Mondays to Fridays
0600 and 1300 hours on Saturdays

and at no other times on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers in accordance 
with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core strategy policy CS34.

C 8 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Dust Management 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
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The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological sensitivities of the site. The 
approved scheme should be implemented throughout the period of development.

Reason: To secure an appropriate dust management scheme in the interests of the 
amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
air quality impacts.

C 9 a) No mobile plant will operate using intrusive audible reversing alarms. Plant requiring 
reversing alarms will be fitted with "white noise" type alarms throughout the period of the 
development. 

b) All plant and machinery shall be silenced at all times in accordance with the 
manufacturer's recommendations.

c) No hydraulic breakers shall be operated at the site except in accordance with details of 
their location and noise suppression measures to be submitted to and, approved in writing 
by the Mineral Planning Authority, no less than 3 months in advance of them being required 
to be used on site.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C10 The volume of noise received at the properties specified below shall not exceed:

42dB (LAeq 1 hour Free Field) between the hours of 0600 and 0700 Mondays to Saturdays 
at Wittering Lodge pr Cross Leys Farm, or

Wittering Lodge - 53 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field
Cross Leys Farm - 45 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field

at any other time during the permitted operating hours.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C11 Temporary operations shall not be carried out over a period exceeding a total of 8 weeks in 
any continuous 12 month period, and relate to work carried out within 200m of the 
boundary of the noise sensitive properties cited in a). The free field noise level received at 
noise sensitive properties shall not exceed 70 dB (LAeq) one hour free field during these 
temporary operations. Five days written notice shall be given to the Mineral Planning 
Authority in advance of the commencement of any temporary operations as may be agreed, 
in advance of works taking place.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C12 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Noise Monitoring 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
The scheme shall take into consideration the noise control measures specified in the Bird 
Hazard Management Plan. The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological 
sensitivities of the site, and the noise control measures specified in the Bird Hazard 
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Management Plan. The approved scheme should be implemented throughout the period of 
development.

Reason: To secure an appropriate noise monitoring scheme in the interests of the amenity 
of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
noise impacts.

C13 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan, based on the measures outlined in Chapter 6 pf the 'Cross 
Leys Quarry: Planning application for revisions to the restoration scheme' planning 
statement dated April 2019, and the accompanying appendices and plan, and including, but 
not necessarily limited to full details of all protected species avoidance and mitigation 
measures, including a reptile mitigation strategy, full details and specifications of ponds to 
be created, non-native species eradication programme and updated species surveys, shall 
be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan.

Reason: To secure appropriate management and mitigation of ecological impacts and 
protect features of nature conservation importance in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS35. This is a pre-
commencement condition because appropriate control needs to be exercised on activities 
which from the outset may give rise to adverse ecological impacts.

C14 Topsoil and Subsoil movements and re-spreading shall only be carried out when the full 
depth of soil is in a dry and friable condition (soils to be assessed by the method set out in 
Appendix 2 of the Guidance on Good Practice for the Reclamation of Mineral Workings to 
Agriculture to DoE 1996). Soils shall not be stripped, handled or re-spread between the 
months of October to March inclusive.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policies CS34 and CS38.

C15 Plant or vehicle movements shall be confined to clearly defined haul routes approved 
beforehand in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority and shall not cross areas of topsoil 
and subsoil except for the express purpose of soil stripping or replacement operations. No 
stored topsoil and subsoil shall be removed from the site.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policies CS34 and CS38.

C16 All storage bunds intended to remain in situ for more than 6 months or over the winter 
period shall be grassed over and weed control and other necessary maintenance 
undertaken. The seed mixture and the application rates and subsequent maintenance shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Minerals Planning Authority prior to the 
construction of the soil storage bunds.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C17 All fuel, oil or chemical storage tanks, building, ancillary handling facilities and equipment, 
including pumps and valves, shall be contained within an impervious bund of at least 110% 
of the tank capacity.

Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS39.
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C18 Prior to the replacement of topsoil or subsoil or any subsoil substitute, a scheme of soil 
placement shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
Such a scheme shall include:

a)How the restored quarry floor will be prepared prior to soil placement, including levelling 
and ripping.
b)The proposed soil profile.
c)Method of soil spreading and the machinery to be sued.
d)Subsoiling of any compacted layers.
e)Removal of any material capable of impeding agriculture and land drainage operations; 
including the removal of stones and other objects greater than 75mm in any dimension 
rising to the topsoil surface following subsoiling operations.
f)A timetable for the implementation of the scheme.

The restoration of the site shall be carried out in accordance with the approved scheme.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C19 Within 12 months of the date on this decision, an Aftercare Management Plan shall be 
submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Such a plan shall 
be based on Chapter 3 of the Planning Statement (SLR Ref: 403.00275.00233, dated April 
/ 2019) and 'Phase 3 Import / Final Restoration (drawing CL 5/5, dated February 2020) and 
amended as required by the requirements of the requisite European Protected Species 
License (ESPL) (and potentially the Biodiversity and Landscape Management Plan required 
under C13). The plan shall include, but is not necessarily limited to;

-Aftercare provision for a period of 5 years for agriculture.
-Aftercare provision for a period of 15 years for the ponds and wetland conservation area.
-Details of the grass seed to be used to provide a species rich pasture area marked as 
'land to be restored to agriculture' on the Phase 3 Final Import Restoration drawing.
-Provision for ongoing maintenance of the exposed rockfaces for the purposes of 
geological conservation.

The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
Aftercare Management Plan.

Reason: To secure the sustainable use of soils and to provide long term biodiversity 
enhancements in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policies CS25, CS33 and CS34.

C20 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a detailed layout / 
arrangement for the operational area for the final phase of works, as depicted on the 
'Phase 2B Import / Restoration' drawing, and based on Chris Lowden's email of 28 August 
2020, shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
scheme.

Reason: In order to secure appropriate access to the site post restoration, and in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS32.

C21 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a Drainage Maintenance and 
Management schedule shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral 
Planning Authority. The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance 
with the approved schedule.
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Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy.

C22 The development hereby approved, including the aftercare period, and beyond as required 
by the provisions of the Statutory Birdstrike Safeguarding Zone, shall be carried out in 
complete accordance with the "Bird Hazard Management Plan" (Pre-Consent Draft Copy, 
Version No.1 Rev A, dated Dec 2018).

Reason: To minimise the hazard to air traffic in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS40.

C23 The developer, shall make allowance for Temporary Section Recording / inspection of the 
exposed rockfaces on an annual basis and / or at the request of the Minerals Planning 
Authority. Notification of visits will be provided no less than 4 weeks in advance. Visits by 
groups of more than 6 will require the agreement of the developer and / or landowner. 

Reason: To secure the benefits of the exposed rockface within a Local Geological Site in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS35.

C24 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a scheme for the provision of 
a safe and suitable post restoration access to the public Highway shall be submitted to, and 
approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Upon completion of the restoration 
and landscaping works the site access as approved shall be implemented and retained 
thereafter. 

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

Statement of compliance

The proposal as submitted was not in accordance with local and national planning policy.  The 
local planning authority have worked with the applicant in a positive and proactive manner based 
on seeking solutions to problems arising in relation to dealing with the planning application.  
Amendments were discussed and agreed with the applicant to bring the proposal into compliance 
with policy, and the application can therefore be approved in accordance with Paragraph 38 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2019).

Authorisation

Authorised by:

Date the decision was made: 10 December 2020
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Informatives

 1 It is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or 
in use. Trees, scrub and/or structures likely to contain nesting birds between 1st March and 
31st August are present on the application site. You should assume that they contain 
nesting birds between the above dates unless survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present. Planning consent for a development does not provide a 
defence against prosecution. The protection of nesting wild birds remains unchanged even 
when planning permission is granted. For further information on surveys contact 
Peterborough City Council’s Wildlife Officer (wildlife@peterborough.gov.uk)

 2 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 3 The wheel cleansing equipment shall be capable of cleaning the wheels, underside and 
chassis of the vehicles.  The road between the cleaning equipment and the public highway 
shall be surfaced either in concrete or blacktop and be maintained free of mud, slurry and 
any other form of contamination whilst in use.

 4 Highways Act 1980 - Section 148, Sub-Section C
It is an offence to deposit anything including building materials or debris on a highway 
which may cause interruption to any user of the highway (including footways).  In the event 
that a person is found guilty of this offence, a penalty may be imposed in the form of a fine.  
It is the responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials 
or debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.

 5 Highways Act 1980 - Section 149
If anything is so deposited on a highway as to constitute a nuisance, the Local Planning 
Authority may by notice require the person who deposited it there to remove it forthwith and 
if he fails to comply the Local Planning Authority may make a complaint to a Magistrates 
Court for a Removal and Disposal Order under this Section.  In the event that the deposit is 
considered to constitute a danger, the Local Planning Authority may remove the deposit 
forthwith and recover reasonable expenses from the person who made the deposit.  It is the 
responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials or 
debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.

General Notes

1.1 Planning permission does not constitute approval under the Building Regulations or Bye-
law approval relating to new streets and buildings.

1.2 It is an offence under Section 171 of the Highways Act 1980 to temporarily deposit building 
materials, rubbish or other things on the public highway or make a temporary excavation on 
it without the written consent of the Highway Authority.  The Highway Authority may give its 
consent subject to such conditions as it thinks fit.

1.3 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
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nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 
Appeals to the Secretary of State

1 The applicant has a right to appeal to the Secretary of State against any conditions of this 
planning permission, under Section 78 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990.  

2 If you want to appeal against your local planning authority’s decision then you must do so 
within 6 months of the date of this notice.

3 Appeals can be made online at: https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate.
If you are unable to access the online appeal form, please contact the Planning 
Inspectorate to obtain a paper copy of the appeal form on
tel: 0303 444 5000.

4 The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal but will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which 
excuse the delay in  giving notice of appeal.

5 The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to the Secretary of State 
that the local planning authority could not have granted planning permission for the 
proposed development or could not have granted it without the conditions they imposed, 
having regard to the statutory requirements, to the provisions of any development order and 
to any directions given under a development order.  

6 If you intend to submit an appeal that you would like examined by inquiry then you must 
notify the Local Planning Authority and Planning Inspectorate 
(inquiryappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk) at least 10 days before submitting the 
appeal. Further details are on GOV.UK.

Purchase Notices

If the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State grants permission subject to conditions the 
owner may claim that he/she can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing 
state nor render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any 
development which has been or would be permitted.  In these circumstances the owner may serve 
a purchase notice on the Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the 
provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
 
Starting Work too soon

If you start work on this development before complying with conditions that require to be met 
before work starts, your action has made this planning permission invalid. A fresh planning 
application will then be required, with the associated cost and delay. 
 
Third Party Rights to challenge a planning decision

Currently there are no third party rights of appeal through the planning system against a decision of 
a Local Planning Authority.  Therefore, if you have concerns about a planning application and 
permission is granted, you cannot appeal that decision.

Any challenge under current legislation would have to be made outside the planning system 
through a process called Judicial Review.

A ‘claim for judicial review’ includes a claim to review the lawfulness of a decision, action or failure 
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to act in relation to the exercise of a public function, in this case, a planning decision.  The court’s 
permission to proceed is required in a claim for Judicial Review.  A claim for Judicial Review is 
dealt with by the Administrative Court and if leave to judicially review a planning decision is 
granted, the Judicial Review will be decided by a judge at the High Court. 

An application to Judicial Review a decision must be made within 6 weeks of the decision about 
which you have a grievance being made.  For further information on judicial review and the contact 
details for the Administrative Courts, please go to http://www.justice.gov.uk/
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Telephone: 01733 453410 (open 9am - 1pm) 
Email: planningcontrol@peterborough.gov.uk 
Case Officer: Mr A O Jones
Our Ref: 19/01530/WCMM 
Your Ref:

Mr Chris Lowden
SLR Consulting Ltd
Aspect House
Aspect Business Park
Bennerley Road
Nottingham
NG6 8WR

Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

10 December 2020

Dear Mr Lowden

Application for Amendment to an existing Planning Permission

Proposal: Removal of conditions C1, C3 and C27 of planning permission 98/01252/MMFUL 
with regards to restoration

Site address: Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Your client:  Mr John Gough

Further in the above matter, please find enclosed our formal decision notice relating to your client’s 
application for planning permission. Please be sure to remind your client that the scheme should 
be carried out in line with the approved plans. This will avoid the need for any enforcement action.
 
Complying with the approved plans
We would like to draw your attention to ‘precedent conditions’:- these are conditions which require 
you to either do certain works or submit something for approval prior to starting any work. These 
conditions must be complied with. Please check your Decision Notice carefully and familiarise 
yourself with its requirements, allowing plenty of time for the conditions to be complied with before 
work commences.  If these conditions are overlooked you may invalidate your consent, risk 
enforcement action being taken and may need to submit a further application.

In addition you should be aware that failing to build in accordance with the approved plans or 
properly discharging conditions often causes problems and delays if selling the property.

Complying with conditions
Please read the conditions attached to this permission carefully. Some conditions may require you 
to submit more information to us before you can start work.

If further information is required you will need to submit a separate application together with the 
required supporting documentation. The relevant application form (PF27) for discharge of 
conditions can be downloaded from our application One Stop Shop at 
www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss

Please ensure that the required details are submitted in duplicate and if you are applying to 
discharge more than one condition that the supporting information is clearly separated and 
referenced to each individual condition.

http://www.peterborough.gov.uk/planningoss
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There is a fee required with an application to discharge planning conditions, however this is 
chargeable per application rather than per condition, please ensure that this is enclosed as part of 
your application. For further information please visit our application One Stop Shop or contact 
Planning Services on 01733 453410.
 
Appeals against conditions
You should also be aware that the applicant has the right to appeal against any conditions 
attached to this Notice, please see https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-
inspectorate for details.  If you are concerned about any condition you should contact the case 
officer in the first instance for advice.
 
Your feedback on our service is welcomed
We are interested in finding out what you thought of our service and how we might make it better. 
To give us feedback please go to http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss.
 

Yours sincerely 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate
http://consult.peterborough.gov.uk/portal/pscss
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Planning Services
Sand Martin House

Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough

PE2 8TY

DX 12310 Peterborough 1
01733 747474

 NOTICE OF PERMISSION TO DEVELOP 
LAND WITHOUT COMPLIANCE WITH 
CONDITIONS PREVIOUSLY ATTACHED TO 
A GRANT OF PLANNING PERMISSION
Town and Country Planning Act 1990: Section 73  

Reference 19/01530/WCMM

Proposal Removal of conditions C1, C3 and C27 of planning permission 
98/01252/MMFUL with regards to restoration

At Cross Leys Quarry Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough

Applicant Mr John Gough
Mick George Ltd

Date valid 1 October 2019

Conditions

 
Permission is granted subject to the following conditions and reasons:

C 1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from 
the date of this permission.

Reason: In accordance with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended).

C 2 This permission relates to the restoration of the site edged green, on the "Existing Planning 
Permissions", Drawing number CQ2/2, dated March 2001. 
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Landscaping and restoration works shall be completed no later than 12 months after the 
final importation of inert materials associated with permission 19/001365/MMFUL, or 7 
years from the date this permission is granted, whichever is the sooner.

Reason: To ensure that the site is restored in a timely manner in accordance with 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Core Strategy policy CS25.

C 3 Vehicular access to the site shall only be via the existing quarry access from the A47 Trunk 
Road as shown on approved plan "Phase 1 Import / Restoration", ref. CL5/2, rev. 4 dated 
Feb 2020.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 4 A wheel cleaning facility for Large Goods Vehicles (LGV's), in the 'operational area' as 
depicted on the phasing drawings CL5/2, CL5/3 and CL4/4, shall be retained and 
maintained in a good working order for the duration of the importation of restoration 
materials.  Internal site traffic arrangements must ensure that all LGVs leaving the site shall 
pass through the wheel cleaning facility. No materials shall be deposited on the public 
highway.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 5 All LGVs leaving the site with any loose materials must be securely sheeted.

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

C 6 Restoration, landscaping and habitat provision at the site, including the ordering of soil 
movements, must be carried out in accordance with the approved plans;

Preliminary Material Movements, ref. CL 5/1, rev. 3, dated February 2020
Phase 1 Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/2, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2A Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/3, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 2B Import / Restoration, ref. CL 5/4, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Phase 3 Import Final Restoration, ref. CL 5/5, rev. 4, dated February 2020
Illustrative Section on Western Boundary, ref. CL 5/7, dated August 2020

With the exception that the land identified as "land restored to agriculture on "Phase 3 
Import / Final Restoration" is to be specifically restored as 'species rich pasture'.

Reason: To clarify what is hereby approved.

C 7 Other than water pumping, servicing, and testing of plant and equipment, environmental 
monitoring and emergency / safety work, the development hereby permitted shall be carried 
out on the site only between the following times:

0600 and 1900 hours Mondays to Fridays
0600 and 1300 hours on Saturdays

and at no other times on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers in accordance 
with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core strategy policy CS34.

C 8 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Dust Management 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
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The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological sensitivities of the site. The 
approved scheme should be implemented throughout the period of development.

Reason: To secure an appropriate dust management scheme in the interests of the 
amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
air quality impacts.

C 9 a) No mobile plant will operate using intrusive audible reversing alarms. Plant requiring 
reversing alarms will be fitted with "white noise" type alarms throughout the period of the 
development. 
b) All plant and machinery shall be silenced at all times in accordance with the 
manufacturer's recommendations.
c) No hydraulic breakers shall be operated at the site except in accordance with details of 
their location and noise suppression measures to be submitted to and, approved in writing 
by the Mineral Planning Authority, no less than 3 months in advance of them being required 
to be used on site.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C10 The volume of noise received at the properties specified below shall not exceed:

42dB (LAeq 1 hour Free Field) between the hours of 0600 and 0700 Mondays to Saturdays 
at Wittering Lodge pr Cross Leys Farm, or

Wittering Lodge - 53 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field
Cross Leys Farm - 45 dB (LAeq) One Hour Free Field

at any other time during the permitted operating hours.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C11 Temporary operations shall not be carried out over a period exceeding a total of 8 weeks in 
any continuous 12 month period, and relate to work carried out within 200m of the 
boundary of the noise sensitive properties cited in a). The free field noise level received at 
noise sensitive properties shall not exceed 70 dB (LAeq) one hour free field during these 
temporary operations. Five days written notice shall be given to the Mineral Planning 
Authority in advance of the commencement of any temporary operations as may be agreed, 
in advance of works taking place.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of the nearest residential occupiers, and the 
ecological sensitivities of the site and surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS34.

C12 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Noise Monitoring 
Scheme shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
The scheme shall take into consideration the noise control measures specified in the Bird 
Hazard Management Plan. The scheme shall take into consideration the ecological 
sensitivities of the site, and the noise control measures specified in the Bird Hazard 
Management Plan. The approved scheme should be implemented throughout the period of 
development.
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Reason: To secure an appropriate noise monitoring scheme in the interests of the amenity 
of the nearest residential occupiers, and the ecological sensitivities of the site and 
surroundings, in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policy CS34. This is a pre-commencement condition because appropriate 
control needs to be exercised on activities which from the outset may give rise to adverse 
noise impacts.

C13 Prior to commencement of the importation of restoration materials, a Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan, based on the measures outlined in Chapter 6 pf the 'Cross 
Leys Quarry: Planning application for revisions to the restoration scheme' planning 
statement dated April 2019, and the accompanying appendices and plan, and including, but 
not necessarily limited to full details of all protected species avoidance and mitigation 
measures, including a reptile mitigation strategy, full details and specifications of ponds to 
be created, non-native species eradication programme and updated species surveys, shall 
be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the Biodiversity & 
Landscape Management Plan.

Reason: To secure appropriate management and mitigation of ecological impacts and 
protect features of nature conservation importance in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS35. This is a pre-
commencement condition because appropriate control needs to be exercised on activities 
which from the outset may give rise to adverse ecological impacts.

C14 Topsoil and Subsoil movements and re-spreading shall only be carried out when the full 
depth of soil is in a dry and friable condition (soils to be assessed by the method set out in 
Appendix 2 of the Guidance on Good Practice for the Reclamation of Mineral Workings to 
Agriculture to DoE 1996). Soils shall not be stripped, handled or re-spread between the 
months of October to March inclusive.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policies CS34 and CS38.

C15 Plant or vehicle movements shall be confined to clearly defined haul routes approved 
beforehand in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority and shall not cross areas of topsoil 
and subsoil except for the express purpose of soil stripping or replacement operations. No 
stored topsoil and subsoil shall be removed from the site.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policies CS34 and CS38.

C16 All storage bunds intended to remain in situ for more than 6 months or over the winter 
period shall be grassed over and weed control and other necessary maintenance 
undertaken. The seed mixture and the application rates and subsequent maintenance shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Minerals Planning Authority prior to the 
construction of the soil storage bunds.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C17 All fuel, oil or chemical storage tanks, building, ancillary handling facilities and equipment, 
including pumps and valves, shall be contained within an impervious bund of at least 110% 
of the tank capacity.

Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS39.
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C18 Prior to the replacement of topsoil or subsoil or any subsoil substitute, a scheme of soil 
placement shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. 
Such a scheme shall include:

a)How the restored quarry floor will be prepared prior to soil placement, including levelling 
and ripping.
b)The proposed soil profile.
c)Method of soil spreading and the machinery to be sued.
d)Subsoiling of any compacted layers.
e)Removal of any material capable of impeding agriculture and land drainage operations; 
including the removal of stones and other objects greater than 75mm in any dimension 
rising to the topsoil surface following subsoiling operations.
f)A timetable for the implementation of the scheme.

The restoration of the site shall be carried out in accordance with the approved scheme.

Reason: To ensure the sustainable use of soils in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS38.

C19 Within 12 months of the date on this decision, an Aftercare Management Plan shall be 
submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Such a plan shall 
be based on Chapter 3 of the Planning Statement (SLR Ref: 403.00275.00233, dated April 
/ 2019) and 'Phase 3 Import / Final Restoration (drawing CL 5/5, dated February 2020) and 
amended as required by the requirements of the requisite European Protected Species 
License (ESPL) (and potentially the Biodiversity and Landscape Management Plan required 
under C13). The plan shall include, but is not necessarily limited to;

-Aftercare provision for a period of 5 years for agriculture.
-Aftercare provision for a period of 15 years for the ponds and wetland conservation area.
-Details of the grass seed to be used to provide a species rich pasture area marked as 
'land to be restored to agriculture' on the Phase 3 Final Import Restoration drawing.
-Provision for ongoing maintenance of the exposed rockfaces for the purposes of 
geological conservation.

The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
Aftercare Management Plan.

Reason: To secure the sustainable use of soils and to provide long term biodiversity 
enhancements in accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy policies CS25, CS33 and CS34

C20 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a detailed layout / 
arrangement for the operational area for the final phase of works, as depicted on the 
'Phase 2B Import / Restoration' drawing, and based on Chris Lowden's email of 28 August 
2020, shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Mineral Planning Authority. The 
development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance with the approved 
scheme.

Reason: In order to secure appropriate access to the site post restoration, and in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS32.

C21 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a Drainage Maintenance and 
Management schedule shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by the Mineral 
Planning Authority. The development shall thereafter be carried out in complete accordance 
with the approved schedule.
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Reason: To protect the water environment in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy.

C22 The development hereby approved, including the aftercare period, and beyond as required 
by the provisions of the Statutory Birdstrike Safeguarding Zone, shall be carried out in 
complete accordance with the "Bird Hazard Management Plan" (Pre-Consent Draft Copy, 
Version No.1 Rev A, dated Dec 2018).

Reason: To minimise the hazard to air traffic in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy policy CS40.

C23 The developer, shall make allowance for Temporary Section Recording / inspection of the 
exposed rockfaces on an annual basis and / or at the request of the Minerals Planning 
Authority. Notification of visits will be provided no less than 4 weeks in advance. Visits by 
groups of more than 6 will require the agreement of the developer and / or landowner. 

Reason: To secure the benefits of the exposed rockface within a Local Geological Site in 
accordance with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
policy CS35.

C24 No less than 12 months after the date on this decision notice, a scheme for the provision of 
a safe and suitable post restoration access to the public Highway shall be submitted to, and 
approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority. Upon completion of the restoration 
and landscaping works the site access as approved shall be implemented and retained 
thereafter. 

Reason: In the interest of highway safety and in accordance with Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste policy CS32.

Statement of compliance

The proposal as submitted was not in accordance with local and national planning policy.  The 
local planning authority have worked with the applicant in a positive and proactive manner based 
on seeking solutions to problems arising in relation to dealing with the planning application.  
Amendments were discussed and agreed with the applicant to bring the proposal into compliance 
with policy, and the application can therefore be approved in accordance with Paragraph 38 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2019).

Authorisation

Authorised by:

Date the decision was made: 10 December 2020
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Informatives

 1 It is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or 
in use. Trees, scrub and/or structures likely to contain nesting birds between 1st March and 
31st August are present on the application site. You should assume that they contain 
nesting birds between the above dates unless survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present. Planning consent for a development does not provide a 
defence against prosecution. The protection of nesting wild birds remains unchanged even 
when planning permission is granted. For further information on surveys contact 
Peterborough City Council’s Wildlife Officer (wildlife@peterborough.gov.uk)

 2 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 3 The wheel cleansing equipment shall be capable of cleaning the wheels, underside and 
chassis of the vehicles.  The road between the cleaning equipment and the public highway 
shall be surfaced either in concrete or blacktop and be maintained free of mud, slurry and 
any other form of contamination whilst in use.

 4 Highways Act 1980 - Section 148, Sub-Section C
It is an offence to deposit anything including building materials or debris on a highway 
which may cause interruption to any user of the highway (including footways).  In the event 
that a person is found guilty of this offence, a penalty may be imposed in the form of a fine.  
It is the responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials 
or debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.

 5 Highways Act 1980 - Section 149
If anything is so deposited on a highway as to constitute a nuisance, the Local Planning 
Authority may by notice require the person who deposited it there to remove it forthwith and 
if he fails to comply the Local Planning Authority may make a complaint to a Magistrates 
Court for a Removal and Disposal Order under this Section.  In the event that the deposit is 
considered to constitute a danger, the Local Planning Authority may remove the deposit 
forthwith and recover reasonable expenses from the person who made the deposit.  It is the 
responsibility of the developer and contractor(s) to ensure that no building materials or 
debris are placed on or remain within the highway during or after the construction period.

General Notes

1.1 Planning permission does not constitute approval under the Building Regulations or Bye-
law approval relating to new streets and buildings.

1.2 It is an offence under Section 171 of the Highways Act 1980 to temporarily deposit building 
materials, rubbish or other things on the public highway or make a temporary excavation on 
it without the written consent of the Highway Authority.  The Highway Authority may give its 
consent subject to such conditions as it thinks fit.

1.3 The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
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nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

 
Appeals to the Secretary of State

1 The applicant has a right to appeal to the Secretary of State against any conditions of this 
planning permission, under Section 78 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990.  

2 If you want to appeal against your local planning authority’s decision then you must do so 
within 6 months of the date of this notice.

3 Appeals can be made online at: https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate.
If you are unable to access the online appeal form, please contact the Planning 
Inspectorate to obtain a paper copy of the appeal form on
tel: 0303 444 5000.

4 The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal but will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which 
excuse the delay in  giving notice of appeal.

5 The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to the Secretary of State 
that the local planning authority could not have granted planning permission for the 
proposed development or could not have granted it without the conditions they imposed, 
having regard to the statutory requirements, to the provisions of any development order and 
to any directions given under a development order.  

6 If you intend to submit an appeal that you would like examined by inquiry then you must 
notify the Local Planning Authority and Planning Inspectorate 
(inquiryappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk) at least 10 days before submitting the 
appeal. Further details are on GOV.UK.

Purchase Notices

If the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State grants permission subject to conditions the 
owner may claim that he/she can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing 
state nor render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any 
development which has been or would be permitted.  In these circumstances the owner may serve 
a purchase notice on the Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the 
provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
 
Starting Work too soon

If you start work on this development before complying with conditions that require to be met 
before work starts, your action has made this planning permission invalid. A fresh planning 
application will then be required, with the associated cost and delay. 
 
Third Party Rights to challenge a planning decision

Currently there are no third party rights of appeal through the planning system against a decision of 
a Local Planning Authority.  Therefore, if you have concerns about a planning application and 
permission is granted, you cannot appeal that decision.

Any challenge under current legislation would have to be made outside the planning system 
through a process called Judicial Review.

A ‘claim for judicial review’ includes a claim to review the lawfulness of a decision, action or failure 
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to act in relation to the exercise of a public function, in this case, a planning decision.  The court’s 
permission to proceed is required in a claim for Judicial Review.  A claim for Judicial Review is 
dealt with by the Administrative Court and if leave to judicially review a planning decision is 
granted, the Judicial Review will be decided by a judge at the High Court. 

An application to Judicial Review a decision must be made within 6 weeks of the decision about 
which you have a grievance being made.  For further information on judicial review and the contact 
details for the Administrative Courts, please go to http://www.justice.gov.uk/
 

9

http://www.justice.gov.uk/

	1.0 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Report Context
	1.2 Site Details
	Location and Access
	Site Classification
	Application Boundaries and Site Security
	Nearby Environmental Permitted Sites
	Site Context
	Topography

	Compliance with the EA Approach to Managing and Protecting Groundwater


	2.0 SOURCE
	2.1 Site Development
	Sources of Information

	2.2 Historical Development
	Historical Use of Land
	Other Relevant Land Uses
	Incidents

	2.3 Proposed Development
	Waste Types
	Phasing
	Hydrogeological Risk Screening
	Final Landform and After-Use


	3.0 PATHWAY AND RECEPTOR
	3.1 Climate
	3.2 Geology
	3.3 Hydrology
	Hydrological Setting
	Current Site Drainage
	Surface Water Quality
	Flood Risk
	Water Dependant Ecological Sites

	3.4 Hydrogeology
	Aquifer Characteristics
	Recharge Characteristics
	Groundwater Levels and Flows
	Groundwater Quality
	Groundwater Abstractions and Source Protection Zones

	3.5 Man-made subsurface pathways
	3.6 Receptors and Compliance Points
	Controlled Waters
	Groundwater
	Surface Water

	Amenity (Nuisance and Health Issues)
	Ecology


	4.0 POLLUTION CONTROL MEASURES
	4.1 Site Engineering
	Groundwater Management System
	Basal and Side Slope Engineering
	Capping
	Restoration
	Surface Water Management
	Post Closure Controls (Aftercare)
	Proposed after-use of the site
	Post Closure Management of the site
	Conditions when Permit Surrender is Acceptable



	5.0 MONITORING
	5.1 Weather Monitoring
	5.2 Gas Monitoring
	5.3 Groundwater Monitoring
	5.4 Surface Water Monitoring

	6.0 SITE CONDITION REPORT
	6.1 Previous Versions
	6.2 Additional Considerations

	REFERENCES
	Flood RA & Drainage MP 2018 (SLR).pdf
	1.0 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Terms of Reference
	1.2 Background and Aims
	1.3 Best Practice

	2.0 SITE DETAILS
	2.1 Site Description
	2.1.1 Site Location

	2.2 Topography
	2.3 Climate
	2.4 Hydrological Features
	2.5 Geological and Hydrogeological Features
	2.5.1 Geology
	2.5.2 Hydrogeology


	3.0 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
	3.1 Description
	3.2 Anticipated Lifetime of Development
	3.3 Vulnerability
	3.4 Appropriateness Classification
	3.5 Sequential and Exception Test
	3.6 Planning Context

	4.0 POTENTIAL SOURCES OF FLOODING
	4.1 Screening Study
	4.1.1 Flooding from Rivers or Fluvial Flooding
	4.1.2 Flooding from the Coastal or Tidal Flooding
	4.1.3 Flooding from Land
	4.1.4 Flooding from Groundwater
	4.1.5 Flooding from Sewers
	4.1.6 Flooding from Reservoirs and other Artificial Sources

	4.2 Summary of Sources of Flooding

	5.0 OFF-SITE IMPACTS
	6.0 Outline Drainage Strategy
	6.1 Design Principles
	6.1.1 Sustainable (urban) Drainage Systems (SuDS)
	Suitability of Surface Water Disposal Methods

	6.1.2 Climate Change

	6.2 Drainage Strategy
	6.2.1 South-eastern Area
	6.2.2  North-western area
	Effective Impermeable Areas

	6.2.3 SuDS Design and Analysis


	7.0 CONCLUSION
	7.1 Background
	7.2 Vulnerability Classification
	7.3 Flood Risk
	7.4 Off Site Impacts


	Reptile Mat Locaitons 2019 (AI).pdf
	Sheets and Views
	SLR_Copyright-DPB


	Reptile Suitable Habitat Plan 2019 (AI).pdf
	Sheets and Views
	SLR_Copyright-DPB





