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Maggie Dutton 
<mdutton@slrconsulting.com> 
 

 
 
Our ref:  EPR/CP3723LV/P001 
 
 
Date: 17/12/2024 
 

 
Dear Maggie, 
 
Environmental Permitting –  Recovery vs Disposal assessment of a waste recovery plan  
 
Pre-application reference: EPR/CP3723LV/P001    
Prospective applicant name: East Midlands Waste Management Limited            
Site name and address:  Saxon Pit Southern Buttress, Peterborough Road, Whittlesey, PE7 
1PJ                    
 
You have submitted information to us that includes your assessment that the activity you wish 
to undertake at your site amounts to a recovery operation.  
 
We have now considered your submission and we would like to advise you that: 
 
We agree with your assessment that your activity is a recovery operation. This advice is based 

on the information you have provided to support that the waste is being used as a substitute 

for non-waste material plus details in relation to waste types and quantity and the purpose and 

nature of the proposal.  If you change any of this information between now and when you 

submit an application, this advice may no longer apply.   

 

Please note that the advice contained in this letter is not in itself a permitting decision 

or an indication that a permit will be granted or permit variation issued following 

submission of an application.  Further assessment will take place during the permit 

determination stage and pre-application advice should be sought as required before preparing 

an application.  See appendix for more information. 

 

The following documents are considered to form the approved waste recovery plan: 

 

Title  Reference (where applicable) Date  

Waste Recovery Plan  Waste Recovery Plan - 16 
December 2024 Revision: 2 

16/12/2024 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Joe Hall 
 
Permitting Officer (Waste Deposit) 
National Permitting Service  (Part of Operations – Regulation, Monitoring and Customer) 
My usual working days are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
  
 Environment Agency, Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH 
     020 8474 5216 
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     Mobile: 07385348527 
 joseph.hall@environment-agency.gov.uk  
Web www.gov.uk/environment-agency  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey – click NPS Survey. 
 
 
 
  

joseph.hall@environment-agency.gov.uk%20
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fenvironment-agency&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nf%2FENYpP%2Bn0nirBF9BrCleceyCx3raHDfYveHY3o020%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffeedback1.environmentagency.uk.com%2Fs3%2F4c39272162d7&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IsOLWs1R0QN7J5NhCc%2BkJw1ogtwRPqyVfmLY0X1DPtE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fenvagency&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oa%2BNnC40iRZOyjnr6Og%2FvB%2BR1YRoapgNcEeFp3vPp%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fenvironmentagency&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ASknvZIVQti1G9DtFxhKRFyChCoz%2FUPFWm8HhAe0IaQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.co.uk%2Fuser%2FEnvironmentAgencyTV&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H8Ul3uAIMKo4No4BrJTW4okT2AZarLeFGpVdyhDPUL4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fenvironment-agency&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nmkKXwsIjp5HqKWcoLeDkW%2BU73d2HcEPH6xfqSE12t8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fenvironment-agency&data=05%7C01%7CJoseph.Hall%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C9f3d12997f67478f886d08db9e429d1f%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638277781179972847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UNsmmfQu38D0fvzVlj%2B6woF7PfIutlhRDj6QFrLhLHU%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix  
 
Recovery vs Disposal advice 
 
The Recovery vs Disposal (RvD) assessment of a waste recovery plan enables us to advise 
an applicant regarding whether or not we agree in principle that a proposed waste activity is a 
recovery operation to inform what type of permit would be required (recovery or disposal). 
 
This assessment is discrete from the pre-application advice that would be provided to support 
the preparation of a permit application (see below) attracting a separate charge. 
 
Our decision to grant a recovery permit or to issue a variation is subject to further assessment 
carried out during the permit determination stage.  In the case of bespoke permit applications, 
this includes site-specific risk assessment based on the location of the site and technical 
requirements of the scheme.   
 
For example: 
 

- RvD assessment considers what waste types may be suitable, not what waste types 
will be deemed suitable following technical assessment of a permit application which 
would take into account the sensitivity of the site location and the proposed appropriate 
measures to be carried out. This is particularly relevant where non-inert wastes are to 
be deposited. 
 

- RvD assessment considers whether it has been demonstrated that the scheme will be 
designed and constructed to be fit for purpose.  Further technical assessment of the 
design and the construction methods and/or quality standards to be met may be carried 
out during permit determination.    

 
If the permit that you are intending to apply for includes the application of waste to improve / 
enhance or maintain soil quality (landspreading), you must make this clear in your permit 
application and provide a benefit statement with your application that shows that the specific 
use of the waste is suitable and will provide no more soils and/or nutrients than the plants 
need.  This is separate to the RvD assessment of the waste recovery plan. 
 
If you plan to mix or blend waste or manufacture a soil substitute under the permit this should 
be made clear in the permit application as it is a separate activity that will need to be assessed 
during permit determination. 
 

Pre-application advice on a recovery permit application 
 
Prior to preparing and submitting an application for a recovery permit, you should review our 
deposit for recovery guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-
recovery-operators-environmental-permits) and consider seeking pre-application advice 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-
form). 

You should use the paid for enhanced pre-application advice service to discuss your proposal 
if any of the following apply: 

- your site is in a sensitive location (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landfill-operators-
environmental-permits/plan-the-environmental-setting-of-your-site#sensitive-
locations) 

- you are depositing waste on top of a landfill 

- you are depositing waste into water 

- hazardous waste is to be deposited as part of the scheme 

- additional activities (such as landspreading or soil treatment) are intended to be 
included in the permit   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-form
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-form
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landfill-operators-environmental-permits/plan-the-environmental-setting-of-your-site#sensitive-locations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landfill-operators-environmental-permits/plan-the-environmental-setting-of-your-site#sensitive-locations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landfill-operators-environmental-permits/plan-the-environmental-setting-of-your-site#sensitive-locations
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Changes to your waste recovery plan 
 
Before making changes to your proposal you should review our waste recovery plan guidance 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-
permits/waste-recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-recovery-permits). 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits/waste-recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-recovery-permits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits/waste-recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-recovery-permits

