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Dear Misba, 

Thank you for seeking advice before submitting an application for an Environmental Permit for Freiston Farm. 

We have completed an initial ammonia screening assessment for your proposal to identify if you will need to submit a detailed modelling assessment with your application. 

The screening assessment is based on your proposal to operate a farm which is permitted to stock 350,000 broilers only (no turkeys placed once this permit has been issued) at Freiston Farm. 

Summary of the assessment: 

The ammonia screening results carried out by the Environment Agency are only intended to apply to any EPR permit application and not for use in local council planning submissions. 

Based on the information you have provided you do not need to submit detailed modelling with your application. We have concluded this based on the following mass balance calculation, which shows that ammonia emissions will be lower under the new proposed broiler scenario, when compared to the existing turkey scenario: 

Turkeys – (6 weeks @ 240,000 @ 0.138 + 15 weeks @ 80,000 @ 0.138) x 2/52 = 14012.3 kg NH3/year – this information has been taken from the introductory note of the variation notice EPR/BT5008IV/V003 issued 04/11/2011 when the permit was varied from 110,000 birds to 240,000 and is based on approximately 2 cycles per year. 

Broilers – 350,000 @ 0.034 = 11,900 kg NH3/year 

We note that for variation EPR/EP3032YV/V002 the permit was varied to allow either 240,000 turkey places (nominally between August to February inclusive) or 263,800 broiler places (nominally between March to July inclusive)  but accept that this permit did not limit the Operator to stock only turkeys between the months stated, and only broilers between the other months, and could permit them to stock only turkeys throughout the year, therefore we have used the worst case baseline as turkeys for two cycles, as detailed above. 

This assessment assumes that there will be no changes other than the switch from turkey or broiler production to (increased) broiler production only as a result of the variation. If there are infrastructure changes and/or changes to the ventilation* on site, then further assessment may be required (*the current permit is for side fan ventilation and your proposal mentions additional gable end fans fitted at the rear of each shed used infrequently for temperature control in hot weather, therefore we can accept the mass balance approach on this basis for this specific case). 

I have copied Simon Akrill and Andy Irving in for awareness. 

Kind regards 

Kate 

Kate Cummins
Senior Permitting Officer, National Permitting Service, Operations – Regulation, Monitoring and Customer
Environment Agency | Richard Fairclough House, Latchford, Warrington WA4 1HT

Directly associated activities

Directly associated activities are listed below: -
Feed storage – all feed will be stored in enclosed, purpose-built bins.  

Chemical storage – there is chemical storage facility on site all stored chemicals are fully bunded.  

Dirty water storage – purpose built storage tanks.

LPG fuel storage – LPG (gas) storage tanks
Diesel storage – 3,000 litre bunded diesel tank provides fuel for the on-site generator. A 1,200 litre bunded diesel tank provides fuel for site vehicles.
Standby generator – net thermal rated input of 1,068KwTh. Not tested or operated for more than 52 hours per year (averaged over 3 years), only used in an emergency as a temporary power source if there is a mains power failure. 
Carcass storage – carcasses are held in locked bins that prevent water ingress and do not leak.
Biomass feed stock – each biomass boiler is self-contained, and the feed stock is delivered directly into the boiler.
POLLUTION AND DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN
All site personnel are fully aware of the drainage systems on site the whereabouts of diverters the fall of the site discharge points and the flow of any nearby watercourses.
On site drains are to be managed so that under normal use they all run to the offsite discharge points. These areas are to be kept clean and cleared of any overgrowth at all times.

During cleanout all drains are to be diverted to the catchment tanks, all water on site at this time is to be treated as contaminated and removed from site by approved contractors.

After wash down all the drains are to be jetted clean under high pressure, all diverters are to be turned back to the clean position.
· It is the farm manager’s responsibility to ensure the drain diverters are in the correct position at all times and that all drains are clean and flowing correctly.

· It is the farm manager’s responsibility to ensure catchment tanks are to be regularly checked and monitored so that risk of pollution to clean waters is kept to a minimum.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR MINNOR INCIDENTS
If a drain on site becomes contaminated diverters must immediately be changed to the dirty positions, the spillage is to be cleared up by either site personnel or by contractors, any contaminated drains are to be flushed clean and put back to the clean position with the offsite discharge point closely monitored for signs of pollution.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR MAJOR INCIDENTS
If a major pollution risk occurs on site, then the area team must be informed immediately who will liaise with the environment agency and any contactors required on cleaning up the pollution   
POTENTIONAL ON SITE POLLUTION RISKS
· Fuels / Oils

· Wash water / Slurry

· Feed / Dust 

· Dust

· Litter

· Disinfectants / chemicals

SITE CLOSURE PLAN

This plan indicates how buildings, infrastructure, and any remaining used litter and wastes will be dealt with when the site is closed or decommissioned.  

This will be used in conjunction with a record of any pollution incidents, such as spillage of oil, leaking stores etc, which have occurred during the operation of the permitted site, together with the steps taken to remedy that pollution at the time.  This will help to establish whether the site is in a satisfactory state when poultry production ceases and the EPR Permit is surrendered.  

The closure plan will be carried out as follows:-

Buildings, stores and facilities which are to remain in place, will be cleaned thoroughly internally and externally to avoid any potential risk of pollution.  If these buildings, stores or facilities are to continue in use for activities for which the EPR Permit is no longer required, a suitable programme of works and timescale for completion will be agreed in writing with the Environment Agency to achieve the best environmental outcome and to minimise waste.

Wastes, including unused chemicals and fuels will be disposed of following the Duty of Care.

The dirty water tanks will be emptied, with the contents being taken off-site.  

Where possible, any unused livestock feed will be collected and fed to suitable livestock elsewhere.  Spoilt and surplus feedstuffs, and feedstuffs that cannot be recovered by feeding to stock, will be disposed of in accordance with prevailing legislation and Government Codes of Practice.  

Infrastructure dedicated to the livestock named in the permit will be removed or taken out of use if no immediate further use is required for it on the site. 

Buildings will be cleaned and secured if their use is no longer required.

This plan will be maintained on site, updated as circumstances change and will be reviewed every 4 years
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