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Pg 7 Q1a 

The discharge comprises surface water run-off arising from the operation of a food manufacturing installation producing frozen ready meals, soups and sauces. The discharge includes roof drainage and yard drainage from external operational areas, which may be subject to contamination from site activities.

Surface water is collected via a dedicated site drainage network incorporating attenuation, settling tanks/silt management and oil interception, with penstock valves to prevent uncontrolled release during abnormal operating conditions or environmental incidents.

The surface water discharge is made indirectly to the surface water network via the site’s surface water connection (BD S33a and S51) and is subsequently conveyed through the surface water sewer system to its permitted outfall and onward discharge to controlled waters. The installation does not operate a sewage treatment plant and no treated domestic sewage effluent is discharged directly to surface water or groundwater.

Jet washing of external areas is controlled and, where contamination is possible, drainage is isolated using penstocks and wash-down waters are managed in accordance with site procedures. Any contaminated wash water generated during abnormal or incident conditions is removed from site by a fully licensed waste tanker contractor and disposed of at an appropriately permitted facility.

The surface water drainage system has been designed to restrict discharge to a maximum rate of 2 l/s/ha, in accordance with Condition 16 of Planning Application Report PA/334355/13 and as agreed with the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA). Surface water discharges via the site’s surface water connection (BD S33a and S51) to the adopted surface water network. Foul water is conveyed separately via a dedicated connection to the adopted United Utilities foul sewer.

Pg 10 Q3a 

Daily Dry Weather Flow (DWF)
The surface water discharge from the installation is rainfall dependent only, comprising roof and yard runoff. There is no routine discharge of process effluent, washdown water, or trade effluent to the surface water drainage system.
Accordingly, the daily dry weather flow is 0 m³/day.
Maximum Daily Discharge Volume
Surface water runoff is conveyed via a dedicated drainage network incorporating silt/settlement tanks, oil and fuel separation with high-level alarms, attenuation ponds and flow control devices. The system has been designed to restrict discharge to a maximum rate of 2 litres per second per hectare (2 L/s/ha) in accordance with the approved drainage strategy.
The maximum daily discharge volume is therefore hydraulically limited and rainfall dependent, based on the contributing drainage area and the permitted discharge rate.
Abnormal/Incident Conditions
Jet washing of external areas is not undertaken as part of normal operations and is only carried out on an exceptional basis, for example in response to spills or for post-incident clean-up.
Where there is any potential for wash water to become contaminated, the following measures are implemented:
· Penstock valves are closed to isolate the surface water drainage system
· Contaminated wash water is prevented from entering the surface water network
· Wash water is contained and managed as waste
Any contaminated wash water generated under abnormal or incident conditions is removed from site by a fully licensed waste tanker contractor and disposed of at an appropriately permitted treatment or disposal facility.
Conclusion
The installation operates with a rainfall-only surface water discharge, with no dry weather flow and no discharge of contaminated wash water. The drainage system incorporates appropriate treatment, alarm and isolation measures to prevent pollution of surface water or groundwater, in accordance with best practice and Environment Agency expectations.
Pg 10 Q3b
The surface water discharge is flow-controlled to 2 L/s/ha. Two separate contributing drainage areas discharge via two separate attenuation ponds and discharge points.
Area to AP1: 40,099.36 m² = 4.0099 ha → Qmax = 2 × 4.0099 = 8.02 L/s
Area to AP2: 25,207.65 m² = 2.5208 ha → Qmax = 2 × 2.5208 = 5.04 L/s
Maximum daily discharge assumes continuous discharge at Qmax for 24 hours:
Max daily volume (m³/day) = Qmax (L/s) × 86.4
AP1 Attenuation Pond Discharge Point (SD 89055209): 8.02 × 86.4 = 692.1 m³/day (rounded 692 m³/day)
AP2 Attenuation Pond Discharge Point (SD 8905 7107): 5.04 × 86.4 = 435.6 m³/day (rounded 436 m³/day)
Total site maximum (AP1 + AP2) = 1,127.7 m³/day (rounded 1,128 m³/day).
Pg 10 Q3c
The surface water discharge is rainfall dependent and is routed via attenuation ponds fitted with vortex/flow control devices. The discharge rate is restricted to 2 L/s/ha in accordance with the approved drainage strategy.
The maximum instantaneous discharge rate is therefore the controlled outflow rate:
Qmax (L/s) = 2 × contributing area (ha)
AP1 (SD 89055209): Area = 40,099.36 m² = 4.0099 ha → Qmax = 2 × 4.0099 = 8.02 L/s (rounded 8.0 L/s)
AP2 (SD 8905 7107): Area = 25,207.65 m² = 2.5208 ha → Qmax = 2 × 2.5208 = 5.04 L/s (rounded 5.0 L/s)
The outflows are flow-controlled; during storm events (including the 1-in-30-year event) runoff is attenuated within the ponds and released at the controlled discharge rate.
Pg 10 Q3d

The surface water discharge is rainfall dependent only (roof and yard runoff). There is no routine process effluent, washdown water, trade effluent, or other non-rainfall dependent effluent routed to the surface water drainage network.
Jet washing in external areas is exceptional and undertaken only in response to spills or debris removal. Where there is any potential for wash water to become contaminated, the surface water system is isolated via penstock valves and the wash water is contained and removed from site by a fully licensed waste tanker contractor for disposal at an appropriately permitted facility.

Therefore, the maximum daily volume of non-rainfall dependent effluent discharged to the surface water outfalls is 0 m³/day.

Any uncontaminated hosing/jetting (if ever undertaken) would be managed to prevent entry to surface water drains and would not be directed to the surface water outfalls.

Surface water Order of Treatment 
First Stage – Settling/Silt Management Chambers
Second Stage – Oil/Fuel separation from waste & Trailer Yard run offs (pollution prevention prior to discharge) Oil Fuel Alarms & Penstocks
Third Stage – Attenuation ponds


Pg 21 Q7b 

Effluent treatment Prior to Discharge
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) are in place to minimise the entry of solids into the foul drainage system, requiring staff to squeegee food residues away from drains and place food waste and debris into designated waste containers. All internal factory drains are fitted with catch trays, which are routinely emptied and cleaned under Cleaning Instruction Cards (CIC) by the hygiene team. Trade effluent then passes through an on-site three-stage settling tank providing primary settlement, followed by a grease and fat trap for the removal of suspended solids and fats, oils and grease prior to discharge to the public foul sewer.
Table 2 Treatments carried out on your effluent 
	1st Screening
	SOP
	Internal Catch Tray 
	CIC

	2nd Primary Settlement
	Settling Tank 1
	Settling Tank 2
	Settling Tank 3 

	3rd Oil Interceptors
	Grease & Fat Trap
	
	


The treatment system is maintained and emptied on a scheduled basis by a fully licensed third-party contractor. Downstream of treatment, the foul drainage network includes a dedicated sampling point for monitoring by United Utilities, supported by a refrigerated composite sampler that collects a 15 ml sample per 1,000 litres discharged, continuous pH and temperature monitoring, and an MCERTS-certified flow meter. All discharges are managed in accordance with Trade Effluent Consent reference IGCLTDOLD01 – Oldham.
Pg 25 Q8a 

The discharge comprises surface water run-off from roofs and external operational areas only. The surface water drainage system is segregated from foul and trade effluent, and there are no authorised trade effluent consents or known inputs to the surface water system.

Potential sources of contamination have been assessed through site design and operational controls, including settlement, oil interception, attenuation and drainage isolation via penstocks. Based on the nature of activities undertaken at the installation and the implemented controls, the effluent is not expected to contain specific substances as defined in the Environment Agency guidance

Pg 26 Q8b

The discharge comprises surface water run-off from roofs and external operational areas only. No specific substances, as defined in Environment Agency guidance, are intentionally added to the surface water drainage system or expected to be present as a result of site activities.

The surface water system is segregated from foul and trade effluent and is protected by physical and operational controls including settlement, oil interception, attenuation, penstock valves and incident response procedures. Chemical use, storage and handling activities are managed to prevent entry into the surface water system. Based on the nature of activities undertaken at the installation and the implemented controls, the effluent is not expected to contain specific substances.

Pg 26 Q8c

The discharge comprises surface water run-off from roofs and external operational areas only. No samples of effluent have identified the presence of specific substances as defined in Environment Agency guidance.

The surface water drainage system is segregated from foul and trade effluent and is protected by physical and operational controls including settlement, oil interception, attenuation, penstock valves and incident response procedures. Based on the nature of activities undertaken at the installation and the absence of any historical detections, the effluent is not expected to contain specific substances.

Pg 26 Q8d

Drainage design review, RHS Stage 1–3 assessment, and operational controls

Evidence has been provided through a detailed process review of site activities, drainage design and operational controls. The surface water drainage system is segregated from foul and trade effluent and serves roof and external yard areas only.

Potential sources of contamination have been assessed through the Raw Materials and Hazardous Substances (RHS) Stage 1–3 assessment, supported by the Surface Water Drainage Strategy and SuDS design. Physical controls including settlement, oil interception, attenuation ponds and penstock valves are in place, alongside operational controls such as controlled jet washing and incident response procedures.

Based on the nature of activities undertaken at the installation and the implemented design and management controls, specific substances were screened out and not taken forward to Question 9

Pg 31 9f

An Environmental Impact Assessment was not required under the EIA Regulations for the development. Environmental effects have been assessed through the planning process and through supporting technical assessments including the drainage strategy, RHS Stage 1–3 and H1 Water risk assessment.

Pg 32 Q10d

Not applicable – the discharge is rainfall-dependent surface water run-off controlled by engineered flow restriction (vortex controls) and attenuation. Compliance is achieved by design (Qmax) rather than flow measurement; no MCERTS flow monitoring point is proposed.

Pg 35 Q11b 

· Outlet 1 = Pound 1 Outfall to surface water network
· Outlet 2 = Pound 2 Outfall to surface water network
· When each is used (normally both operate independently for their catchments)

Pg 39 Section 2 Q2.5 

Outfall owned and operated by the sewerage undertaker – NGR not available to operator

Pg 43 Section 4 

Not applicable – no discharge to ground is proposed. The installation discharges surface water run-off indirectly to a non-tidal watercourse via an adopted surface water sewer (see Section 2)
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