
Hi Andy,

Further to our conversation this morning regarding the modelling and volume sources, I’ve discussed this with our air quality modelling team and in this instance you do not need to submit modelling; the mass balance can be used for the ammonia assessment for the addition of the gable end fans for temperature control because the dispersion behaviours will be similar, despite the change in ventilation infrastructure, and the nature conservation sites within the screening distance thresholds are not very close to the houses.

However for future reference, and to pass on to your modelling consultant, if the nature conservation sites were close by, we would have to look at this on a site specific basis and modelling may be recommended as we’d expect a sensitivity analysis to different model setups, using a series of point sources for side or gable-end fans as in those situations building downwash and proximity (e.g. to the gable-ends) could change the impacts in the near fields.

Kind regards,
Kate


From: Kate Cummins 
Sent: 16 December 2025 08:10
To: Andrew Irving <andrew.irving@2agriculture.com>
Subject: EPR/YP3732YS/P002 Snetterton Poultry Unit - pre-application ammonia screening advice

Hi Andy,

We have now completed an initial ammonia screening assessment for your proposal to identify if you will need to submit a detailed modelling assessment with your application.
 
The screening assessment is based on your proposal to operate a farm which is permitted to stock 300,000 broilers , replacing the currently permitted 97,137 turkeys (no turkeys to be placed once this permit has been issued) at Snetterton Poultry Unit.
 
Summary of the assessment:
 
The ammonia screening results carried out by the Environment Agency are only intended to apply to any EPR permit application and not for use in local council planning submissions.
 
Based on the information you have provided you do not need to submit detailed modelling with your application. We have concluded this based on the following mass balance calculation, which shows that ammonia emissions will be lower under the new proposed broiler scenario, when compared to the existing turkey scenario:
 
Turkeys – assuming a worst case (lowest) bespoke* emission factor 0.138 x 97,157 = 13,408 kg NH3/year
Broilers – 300,000 @ 0.024 = 7,200 kg NH3/year

(*please note, I haven’t checked if this emission factor was used in any previous ammonia assessments for this installation, but it was used in other assessments for former Bernard Matthews’ turkey installations which were later transferred to Hook 2 Sisters Limited (which recently changed name to 2 Agriculture Growing Limited), as is the case with this permit, so I’ve assumed it as worst case).
 
This assessment assumes that there will be no changes other than the switch from turkey production to broiler production as a result of the variation. If there are infrastructure changes and/or changes to the ventilation* on site, then further assessment may be required (*the current permit is for side fan ventilation and your proposal mentions gable end fans used infrequently for temperature control in hot weather are already installed, despite not being mentioned in the current permit, therefore we can accept the mass balance approach on this basis for this specific case, assuming the gable end fans have not been installed recently and since the last ammonia assessment completed for previous applications).

If the proposal changes and there are infrastructure and/or ventilation changes, I suggest you apply for a further pre-application ammonia screening assessment, as a high-level screening indicates that modelling will be required for the current proposal (if we hadn’t agreed the mass balance approach detailed above) as mentioned in my earlier email below.

Kind regards,
Kate


From: Andrew Irving <andrew.irving@2agriculture.com> 
Sent: 10 December 2025 15:53
To: Kate Cummins <kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: EPR/YP3732YS/P002 Snetterton Poultry Unit - pre-application - request for further information.

Hi Kate,

Sorry for the delay.  I can confirm that side extraction is the primary ventilation and that the gable end fans are not a new addition and were already in place at the installation.

Kindest regards

	Andrew Irving
	​​​​

		Environment Manager
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From: Kate Cummins <kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk> 
Sent: 04 December 2025 14:29
To: Andrew Irving <andrew.irving@2agriculture.com>
Subject: EPR/YP3732YS/P002 Snetterton Poultry Unit - pre-application - request for further information.

	CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 



Hi Andy,

I have been allocated the pre-application ammonia screening request for this poultry unit and just want to check if there are any changes to infrastructure proposed for this site – for instance you have put the 300,000 broilers in the high velocity column of the poultry pre-app request form, and a note in the last column for side extraction, and have also mentioned in the detailed summary of the proposal that there will be gable end fans on all houses that are only to be used during extreme outside temperature. Can you confirm if the side extraction is the primary ventilation (no roof fans) and if the gable end fans are a new addition and if so which ends they are located please?

If there are no changes at all we can consider whether we can assess this using a basic mass balance calculation to demonstrate a reduction in emissions, otherwise you may be required to provide modelling to demonstrate this, as a high level screening indicates that Norfolk Valley Fens SAC and the overlying Swangey Fen, Attleborough SSSI may not screen out.

Kind regards,
Kate

Kate Cummins
Senior Permitting Officer 
Installations Intensive Farming Permitting Team
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This is a thanks in advance. Please be carbon considerate and only reply if necessary – a standard email approximately costs 4g of CO2e!
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