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Dear Steve,

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016
Application reference: EPR/UP3231MJ/V005
Operator: IHP LIMITED

;ﬁcGility: Firs Field Farm Poultry Unit, Bungay Road, Hempnall, Norfolk NR15

Thank you for your application received on 11/12/2025. As mentioned on our
recent phone call, | have been allocated this application for validation checks only
(duly making and arranging publicising and consultation).

We need to ask you for some missing information before we can do any more
work on your application. Please provide us with the following:

1. Application fee — we have received a payment of £7638; the actual fee should be
£7,218 (for the substantial variation application) plus £620 (for the assessment of
the dust and bioaerosol management plan) which totals £7838, therefore please
submit the outstanding amount of £200. You can pay online at this

link www.gov.uk/payments/permitting-applications-installations/permitting-
application-payment-installations (use the reference number previously used).

2. Installation address postcode - the postcode is incorrect in the current permit
and has also been stated incorrectly in the C3.5 application form (section 1b) —it
should be NR15 2NG. Please note: The rest of the address given in the
application form is correct (Bungay Road, Hempnall, Norfolk) but the current
permit has Silver Green, Hempnall, Norfolk NR15 2NW as the address (which is
for a property named Firs Farm, and not adjacent to the farm assessed) so this
will be corrected for this variation.

3. Heating - it states heating is by LPG heaters in the non-technical summary, and
then further down it states ‘warmed by biomass and LPG’. Please confirm that there
are no biomass boilers on site and the NTS has an error. In addition, please confirm if
the LPG heaters are via direct heating (space heaters) or indirect (hot water
radiators).

4. Site condition report (SCR) - please submit an SCR in the H5 format
Environmental permitting: H5 Site condition report - GOV.UK. This is required
because this is the first variation since IED regulations came in in 2013, and there is
currently no SCR for the permit in the H5 format. | can confirm there was no recorded
historical pollution at the time the original permit was granted, and no requirement
for baseline data.

5. Pre-application report - this has been referenced as submitted in the C3.5
application form and also referenced in your document H1 assessment, however it
has not been submitted with the application. | have attached a copy, please confirm
this is the report that you are referring to and should be included with the application
supporting documents.
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Pre-application Report Environment
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) W Agency

Regulations 2016

Pre-application Report
To: Steve Raasch (on behalf of IHP Limited)

Pre-application number: EPR/UP3231MJ/P003

Firs Field Farm Poultry Unit
Bungay Road

Hempnall

Norwich

Norfolk

NR15 2NG

Date Completed — 16/12/2025

Thank you for seeking advice before submitting an application for an
Environmental Permit.

We have completed an initial ammonia screening assessment for your proposal
to identify if you will need to submit a detailed modelling assessment with your
application.

The screening assessment is based on your proposal to operate a farm which is
permitted to stock 250,000 broiler places.

Summary of the assessment:

The ammonia screening results carried out by the Environment Agency are only
intended to apply to any EPR permit application and not for use in local council
planning submissions.

Based on the information you have provided you do not need to submit
detailed modelling with your application. Further information about the
screening results is provided in detail in Annex 1.

Please include this report in your H1 Environmental Risk Assessment and submit
with your completed application form to the address given below.

For an example H1 Environmental Risk Assessment refer to the example
Intensive Farming EPR application available on the national archives for the
Environment Agency Website:
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http://www.environm
ent-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/40057.aspx
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Applying for your permit

You will need to complete application form part C3.5:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-vary-an-
environmental-permit-part-c35

Your application should be emailed to:
PSC@environment-agency.gov.uk

or sent to:

Environment Agency Permitting and Support Centre
Environmental Permitting Team

Quadrant 2

99 Parkway Avenue

Parkway Business Park

Sheffield

S9 4WF

If you need further information about this screening assessment or applying for
your permit please email us at the following address:

preapplicationservice@environment-agency.qov.uk

Pre-application nature conservation data are correct at the time of screening. We
will consider all nature conservation sites using best available information at the
time of permitting. Our GIS data are updated regularly, and we are occasionally
made aware of additional nature conservation sites by other organisations which
we will consider when determining a permit.

The Environment Agency takes care to ensure that the conclusions of the
screening assessment are correct at the time of preparation but reserves the right
to change the basis of the assessment in the light of technical developments or
changes in Environment Agency procedures.
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Annex 1 Ammonia Screening Results
Screening Input
Grid Reference used for the assessment: 625513, 293939 (with a 160m buffer)

Animal numbers and types

Animal numbers and types, housing systems, manure and slurry storage
assessed are listed below. The animal numbers and emission factors are based
on an interpretation of the information provided by the applicant during the pre-
application process and have been used in this initial risk assessment to identify if
modelling is necessary.

Category of Housing system Number of Ammonia
livestock animal places | emission
factor

(kg NH3/animal
placelyear)

Broilers Fan ventilated fully littered floor, non- 250,000 0.024
leaking drinkers

Roof ventilation only (vents greater
than 3.5 metres high, fan efflux
velocity at or greater than 2m/s)*

* this can include gable end fans that are used for heat extraction only during the summer months

Manure and slurry storage
No manure or slurry is stored within the installation boundary.

If you decide to alter your proposal by increasing the number of animal places or
by changing the animal housing type or by increasing the manure or slurry
storage you will need to request a new screening assessment.

Screening Overview

This screening assessment has considered any Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar sites within 5km, any Sites
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) within 5km and also any National Nature
Reserves (NNRs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), ancient woodlands and Local
Wildlife Sites (LWSs) within 2km of the farm.

We have used the Environment Agency’s Ammonia Screening Tool (AST v4.6) to

assess the impact of your proposal at those sites identified within the above
distance criteria.
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We have applied a two-stage screening criteria to the ammonia screening tool
results:

For SACs, SPAs, Ramsar sites and SSSls, the screening assessment has taken
into account other intensive farms that could act in-combination with the proposal,
where applicable.

Where the ammonia screening tool predicts that emissions of ammonia or
ammonia deposition (nutrient nitrogen or acid) will be <Y% (see Table 1 below) of
the relevant critical level (CLe) (ammonia) or critical load (CLo) (nutrient nitrogen
or acid), the proposal screens out of the requirement for an ammonia
assessment.

Further modelling is required where:
e emissions of ammonia or ammonia deposition (nutrient nitrogen or acid)
are in excess of Z% of the relevant CLe or CLo at any SSSlIs and/or other
nature conservation sites (e.g. NNRs, LNRs, LWSs, ancient woodlands)

e emissions of ammonia or ammonia deposition (nutrient nitrogen or acid)
are in excess of Y% of the relevant CLe or CLo for any SACs, SPAs or
Ramsar sites

o there is the potential for an in-combination effect with existing farms at any
SSSis if emissions are > Y% of the CLe or CLo

e the proposal is within 250m of any nature conservation sites

Table 1 Screening thresholds

Designation Y% | Z%
SAC, SPA, Ramsar 4 n/a
SSSI 20 |50

NNR, LNR, LWS, ancient woodland | 100 | 100

Screening Results

The ammonia screening tool predicts that emissions of ammonia will be between
Y and Z% at the SSSI listed in the table below. However, there are currently no*
other farms that could act in-combination with the proposal, therefore detailed
modelling is not required.
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(* please note, there are 5 other intensive farms within 5km of the nearest point of
the SSSI to Firs Field Farm Poultry Unit, which have the potential to have an in-
combination effect with Firs Field Farm Poultry Unit on the SSSI; however the
individual process contributions from each farm were < 20% and therefore each
one could be discounted as insignificant).

Table 2 Assessment of ammonia emissions

Site Name Designation | Ammonia Process PC as
/ Status Critical contribution | %
Level (PC) Critical
(ug/m3) (ug/m3) Level
Shotesham-Woodton Hornbeam Woods SSSI 1 0.47 47
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Please reply directly to this email with your information and copy me in.

You must send us the information and or payment by 22/01/2026. If we do not
receive this by this deadline we will return your application.

If we receive what is missing by the deadline, we will continue to check your
application. We’'ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to
be ‘duly made’. Duly made means that we have all the information we need to
begin determination. Determination is where we assess your application and
decide if we can allow what you’ve asked for.

We'll let you know by email whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t
be duly made, we’ll return your application to you.

If we do have to return your application we’ll send you a partial refund of your
application payment. We'll retain 20% of the correct application charge to cover
our costs in reviewing your application. This maximum amount we’ll retain is
capped at £1,613. Further information on charging can be found

at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-
abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,
Kate

Kate Cummins
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations Intensive Farming Permitting Team

Environment Agency | Richard Fairclough House, Latchford, Warrington WA4 1HT
kate.cummins@environment-agency.gov.uk

External: 02030 250727 | Mobile: 07342 060495
Working days: Tuesday to Thursday
Website: www.gov.uk/environment-agency

Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey - click NPS Survey.

This is a thanks in advance. Please be carbon considerate and only reply if necessary —a
standard email approximately costs 4g of CO2e!
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