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Farm name: Bridge House Farm Ltd  
Applicant: Charlie Thompson 
EPR/QP3831MX/V006 
 
Established in 1987 on a green field site Bridge House Farm is an existing high health pig farm, 
producing Great Grand Parent (GGP) and Grand Parent (GP) breeding stock for Rattlerow Genetics. 
The unit has a long history of working for leading genetics companies to run selective breeding 
programs ensuring continued breed improvements and developments.  
 
The unit has help an Environmental Permit since their inception in 2007 and has been managed very 
effectively and efficiently within this ever since. 
 
Due to expansion and adaption of current facilities the farm is looking to change it’s pig numbers to 
improve it’s efficiency and allow it to continue to invest in the development of the site. 
 

Category  Current Proposed 2025 

Mating/gestating sows  1417 

Farrowing sows  185 

Total sows 658 1602 

Breeding boars  40 

Weaners (7-30kg) 3,100 3,040 

Finishers (30kg to slaughter) 2,760 8,088 

Total Post Wean 5,860 11,168 

Overall Total  12,770 
 
 
The site is situated in a rural area in the centre of owned arable land, located at National Grid 
Reference SP620685. The pig unit is approximately 3 hectares in size and is 500 m to the north west 
of the hamlet of Murcott and 750m north west of the outskirts to the village of Long Buckby.  
 
Investigations using the Magic.gov.uk website and the Air Pollution Information System (APIS) have 
not identified any Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 5 kilometres of the farm, or any 
Natura 2000 Sites within 10 kilometres. 
 
The unit is run as a completely closed high health herd breeding all it’s own herd replacements. The 
aim of the unit is to produce high health boars and gilts for sale to customers across the UK and 
further afield. The unit has a great reputation for producing high quality breeding stock and it’s 
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position in a low pig dense part of the country further enhances the farms value as a high health 
breeding unit. 
 
Pregnant (dry) sows are kept in stable groups on straw. Farrowing, weaning and finishing stage pigs 
are reared on slatted floors with slurry stored beneath. Most of the original buildings were erected in 
the late 80’s and early 90’s have now been replaced with more modern facilities, A replacement 
strategy is in place for others as per the current variation. A new finishing house is going to be erected 
to replaced an outdated building, which will be built to BAT standards. All other existing housing and 
drainage at the site has been reviewed and assessed as being BAT. A modern fully slatted service 
house is also planned for upgrade to the management and handling of breeding animals. This will 
further enhance the BAT standards for the breeding herd. 
 
Solid manure is stored on a concrete pad with a drainage system in place to contain liquids. Slurry is 
piped by gravity to a reception pit and pumped into the closely associated slurry lagoons, which is 
only agitated prior to emptying. The slurry store is not currently covered but will be as part of the site 
improvement programme. Dirty water from yards and the contents of the wheel wash and footbaths 
are added to the slurry store. All rainwater onto rooftops is kept clean and channelled off site via the 
field drainage system. 
 
Specific details of housing and facilities are included within the buildings inventory (BHF Buildings and 
Facilities Inventory 2025). All pig housing is insulated and purpose built for pig production. The dry 
sow accommodation is naturally ventilated and the other accommodation uses energy efficient high 
velocity rooftop fan ventilation systems. Low energy lighting is used throughout and heating is applied 
only where it is needed (farrowing and weaning areas) using highly energy efficient heat mats. All 
energy usage is monitored by building to allow improved analysis and efficiency within the unit. 
 
Dry feed is stored and delivered out from storage bins to pens on site; all dry pelleted feed rations are 
purchased from registered and approved feed mills. A state of the art phased feeding system was 
installed in 2018 which allows for pen level adaptation of feed curves to further enhance protein 
efficiency and growth. All future buildings will be designed to take advantage of this system. All diets 
are carefully formulated to match the growth stage alongside qualified nutritionists with regular 
feedback about performance. Nipple and bowl drinkers are used and water consumption is monitored 
via individual meters on every building. 
 
These measures are intended to reduce the production and emission of ammonia odours and dust, 
and to prevent liquids escaping to the environment. This in turn should reduce the environmental 
impact of the farming activities.   
 
All solid manure is used as fertiliser within the Bridge House Farm arable operations which includes 
the 300 hectares of land around the unit and other contract farming arrangements nearby. Slurry is 
used by the arable part of the business as well as exported to other local landowners. This is now 
seen as a very valuable product for our own arable land and by neighbouring farmers. All applications 
of manure and slurry are applied using BAT’s in accordance with the requirements of the manure 
management plan. The plan details the methods and timing of the operation to minimise the risk of 
pollution. 
 
Carcases are incinerated on site using a low capacity incinerator approved by APHA. 
 
The additional slurry storage added with the new earth bank lagoon, alongside the currently available 
storage, gives the unit greater than 6 months slurry storage capacity. Muck storage capacity will also 
be increased with the future addition of the muck storage building. 
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This document has been prepared by the applicant using the AHDB Pork template. AHDB Pork is a 
part of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB).  


