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Bridge	House	Farm	Ltd.		Permit	Variation	QP3831MX	–	Summary	

Variation	No:	QP3831MX/V006	

Document	Q2b	Permit	Variation	Summary		
To be read in conjunction with documents: 

1. BHF Variation Summary 2025 (this document) 
2. BHF Permit Variation Application 2025 
3. Pre-application Ammonia Screening Advice - Bridge House Farm - 12022025 
4. BHF Site and Drainage Plan June 2024  
5. BHF Site and Drainage Plan Proposed 2025 
6. BHF Buildings and Facilities Inventory 2025 
7. BHF Overall Site Location Plan 2025 
8. BHF - Environmental Risk Assessment 
9. BHF EPR Management Systems information 
10. Application Variation - Issued Variation Notice - V004 
11. BHF NFU Energy Audit 
12. BHF Environmental Management System – June 2025 
13. BHF Non Technical Summary 2025 
14. BHF Technical Standards June 2025 
15. BHF Site Condition Report – Variation June 2025 
16. BHF BAT Review June 2025 
17. BHF Poultry Permit Surrender notice letter June 2025 
18. BHF Poultry Site Map for Surrender 

Bridge House Farm has developed its high health status pig rearing business into a world 
leading multiplier of breeding stock. The farm is registered for export of breeding stock to 
Europe and in 2020 was the first farm from the United Kingdom to export live breeding 
animals to mainland China. This was the culmination of extensive work with the Chinese 
authorities to confirm that the highest standards of bio-security and pig health were in place. 

To help facilitate access to these markets the farm has become a leader in implementing 
automated data capture and processing in real time for every individual pig on the farm. 
This has meant the farm has recently won various prestigious awards within the industry. 
Including Farmers Weekly Pig Farmer of the year 2020. Pig World awards include: 
Innovation of the Year 2019, Indoor Producer of the Year 2020 and Indoor and overall Pig 
Producer of the Year 2023. These awards demonstrate the forward thinking approach that 
is taken by the business. This also demonstrates that the farm is achieving world class 
performance. 

The company is currently doing trial work alongside N2Applied and GEA to further develop 
and research the use of plasma treatment to improve the characteristics and storage 
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properties of slurry. If further enhanced this will have massive environmental impact 
on the use and storage of slurry in the UK. Until this is proved viable the company will use a 
floating cover. It had been considered to be part of this variation but it will be covered in a 
future variation if proved elsewhere. 

The last permit variation (V004) allowed for the construction of four new pig houses, these 
have been successful and deliver improved efficiency and performance. It is now proposed 
to continue reinvestment on the site using housing of the same design. This has allowed 
the farm to be more resource efficient, reducing emissions and delivering a lower 
environmental footprint.  Modern housing will also assist the comprehensive collection and 
management of performance data across the farm to optimise efficiency. This is assisted by 
the close integrated relationship to the arable side of Bridge House Farm Ltd which allows 
good use of manure and slurry on site. 

To develop the pig breeding business Bridge House Farm wishes to: 

• Replace a number of out dated existing buildings with more efficient high welfare 
housing incorporating BAT.    

• Increase pig rearing facilities on the pig unit to house additional breeding sows and 
their progeny in BAT compliant housing. 

• Improve slurry storage facilities  

It is considered that this is a normal variation.  

Investigations using the Magic.gov.uk website and the Air Pollution Information System 
(APIS) have not identified any Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 5 kilometres 
of the farm, or any Natura 2000 Sites within 10 kilometres. 

Document  

Summary	of	proposed	changes.	
1. Demolition of existing pig buildings ST5 – finisher pig housing and replace with 1 No. 

Finisher Buildings (Finisher 3); production pigs 30kg – slaughter/sale (110kg). 3 
rooms, 18 pens of 35 pigs, Total 1620 places. Fully slatted floor, shallow pit, frequent 
emptying. Fully automated forced ventilation with roof mounted high speed (10m/s) 
fans. 
 

2. Site boundary change at the Pig Site to allow for the new buildings. Small increase in 
site area taking in agricultural land currently the boundary of arable cropped area or 
used for storing straw bales. 
 

3. New Service Yard for Mating and gestating sows. 5 pens of 45, total 225 places. 
Fully slatted floor. Fully automated forced ventilation with roof mounted high speed 
(10m/s) fans. 
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4. Conversion of old Farrowing Building to modern BAT weaner building. 5 rooms, 
4 pens of 125 pigs (7-15kg). Fully slatted floor, shallow pit, frequent emptying. Hybrid 
heating to take advantage of solar energy produced on site. Fully automated forced 
ventilation with roof mounted high speed (10m/s) fans. 
 

5. 4 No. 16tonne bulk feed bins, and extension of automated feeding system to new 
housing. Sealed bulk feed bins with air vent. 
 

6. Addition of 1 earth banked slurry storage lagoon with floating cover 
 

7. Surrender of the associated Poultry permit  
 
 

Additional slurry storage is to be provided off site within the arable farmed area away from 
the farm buildings. The lagoon is SAFFO compliant and will not be connected directly to the 
pig unit by fixed infrastructure. 

There are no properties or other sensitive receptors within 400 metres of the Pig Farm or 
slurry lagoons to which this variation application applies.  Thus it is considered that there 
will not be a requirement to submit odour, noise or dust management plans.  

The site operates an advanced pen level phased feeding system which has allowed for 
increased nutritional adaption. This advanced system further reduces the ammonia 
emissions by efficient protein use on site allowing low crude protein levels to be used in all 
pigs on farm. On this basis a 1% reduction in Crude Protein (CP) is a 10% reduction in 
ammonia emissions. To allow for future changes in protein availability and commodity price 
a 1% reduction has been calculated for this variation. However, since 2007 reductions have 
been achieved of 3-5% as per submitted feed tickets. 

New proposed buildings: 

Category 
of 
Livestock 

Current 
ammonia 
emissions 
factor 

BAT-AEL 
for newly 
permitted 
housing. 

Crude 
Protein’s 
in EA 
modelling 

Current 
BHF 
Crude 
Proteins 

Reduction 
in CP for 
emissions 

New BHF 
Housing 
emission 
factors 

Sows 2.94 2.7 15.8% 14.8% 1% 2.64 
Pigs > 
30kg 

2.813 2.6 18% 17% 1% 2.53 
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Total	livestock	numbers	
Category  Current Proposed 

   

Mating/gestating sows  1417 

Farrowing sows  185 

Total sows 658 1602 

Breeding boars  40 

Weaners (7-30kg) 3,100 3,040 

Finishers (30kg to slaughter) 2,760 8,088 

Total Post Wean 5,860 11,168 

Overall Total   12,770 

   

POULTRY TOTALS – 
surrendered 

  

Pullets - current 25,000 0 

Total Pullets  25,000 0 

   

Total Free Range Layers   

Total Barn Layers    

Total Layers  54,000 0 

   
 

 
ENDS. 

 


