Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016

Application reference: EPR/TP3130QY/V003 

Operator: Multiple operators

Facility: Old Hall Farm EPR/TP3130QY, Hall Road, Diss, IP22 5TF

Thank you for your application received on 19/11/2025. 
I have completed our duly making checks and we require additional information and/or revisions to documents before the application can be duly made, as follows:
 
1. From the site layout/drainage plan provided, it appears that the standby generator and fuel tank are located outside of the installation boundary. Please address the following:

· Confirm whether Section 6.9 A(1)(a)(ii) activity is the principal user of the standby generator and fuel tank.
· If the primary purpose is to serve the Section 6.9 A(1)(a)(ii) activity, the generator and fuel tank must be included within the installation boundary. Please extend the boundary to include this additional land on both the site boundary plan and the site layout/drainage plan. You will also need to update the site condition report to include this additional land.

The Section 6.9 A(1)(a)(ii) activity for rearing pigs is not the principal user of the standby generator and fuel tank. They are in place for bird welfare to provide electricity for ventilation of the poultry houses for breeder chickens at Old Hall Farm in event of mains electricity outage. Pig houses would benefit from continuity in supply, but it is not essential for the pig’s welfare provided that an outage is not prolonged. If it were not for the poultry houses, then the generator and fuel tank would not be in place. Following discussion on 04/12/2025 it was agreed it was not necessary to include them inside the permitted installation. Reviewed and removed references to a standby emergency generator and fuel tank in the supporting documents, attached: - 
· Application Variation V003 Summary, Technical Standards & Control 11122025
· Summary of Proposed Change pp2-3
· Summary of Environment Management System p4
· Emissions to Air, Water and Land p7
· Application Variation V003 Environmental Risk Assessment 11122025 p16
· Application Variation V003 Site Plan11122025
· Application Variation V003 Surface Water Drainage Plan 11122025
· Application Variation V003 Slurry Drainage Plan 11122025.
1. From the site layout/drainage plan provided, it appears that the French drains extend beyond the installation boundary until they reach the point of discharge to the ditch, at emission points W1, W2 and W3. As French drains provide attenuation for the site surface water they must be included within the installation boundary. Please extend the boundary to include this additional land on both the site boundary plan and the site layout/drainage plan. You will also need to update the site condition report to include this additional land. Alternatively, the French drains will need to be changed to a solid pipe at the point they leave the installation boundary. Note: if there is a mix of French drains and solid pipes please make this clear in the legend to the plan.

Small number of French drains filled with stones inside the installation boundary and do not extend beyond it: -

· Existing French drains filled with stones act as soakaway for roof water under eaves of house F5 (south) and G1 (north) extend to the workshop only, any excess conveyed in solid underground pipes to emission point W2.
· Existing French drains filled with stones act as soakaway for roof water under eaves of house F3 (west) and F4 (east), any excess conveyed in solid underground pipes from south side of F3 to emission point W3.
· Proposed French drains filled with stones act as soakaway for roof water under eaves of house F7 (east) and G6 (west) for any residual after rainwater harvesting. No connection to any solid underground pipes.

Updated labels on French Drains on the Surface Water Drainage Plan for clarity, attached. Extend the boundary and update the SCR for French drains not required. 

1. Complete Section 4.0 of the Site Condition Report to include the changes you are proposing with this variation. 

Completed Section 4.0 of the Site Condition Report including relocated some relevant information reported in previous sections and recent developments since the permit was issued on pp9-1. Application Variation V003 Site Condition Report 11122025, attached.

1. Please submit the data input files associated with the ammonia modelling report.

Submitted AS Modelling & Data Ltd (July 2025) Report on the Modelling of the Dispersion and Deposition of Ammonia from the Existing and Proposed Piggeries at Old Hall Farm. Near Burston in Norfolk and modelling files via Google WeTransfer for large files.

1. Crude protein (CP) reduction - You have confirmed, at the ammonia screening assessment stage, that the average CP in the feed for pigs 7 to 30kg is 18.3% and for pigs >30kg it is 16.5%; reductions to the standard emission factors (EFs) have currently been applied in-line with these averages in the ammonia screening assessment and detailed ammonia modelling.. Please provide evidence (e.g. diet sheets, feed dockets) of the actual CP% in the feed at each stage of the cycle for pigs 7 to 30kg and pigs >30kg, to support the reductions to the standard EFs. Please include details of your workings out to show how you calculated the two average CP%.

Application Variation V003 Calculate Bespoke Emission Factors for Low %CP Diets 23062025, attached.
 
Please submit this information by 12/12/25. 
 
Please reply directly to this email with your information and copy me in.

If we do not receive this by this deadline, we will return your application. 

If we receive what is missing by the deadline, we will continue to check your application. We’ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’. Duly made means that we have all the information we need to begin determination. Determination is where we assess your application and decide if we can allow what you’ve asked for. 

We’ll let you know by email whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly made, we’ll return your application to you.

If we do have to return your application we’ll send you a partial refund of your application payment. We’ll retain 20% of the correct application charge to cover our costs in reviewing your application. This maximum amount we’ll retain is capped at £1,613. Further information on charging can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-and-abstraction-licences-tables-of-charges 

Note: Our email system has a file size limit of 25MB, if your returns exceed this limit you will have to arrange an online file transfer. Please ensure the file transfer link does not have a time limit on it.
As discussed earlier, I have now completed a revised ammonia screening assessment based on the revised proposal for 6,320 pigs >30kg and 4,500 pigs 7-30kg. Two additional Local Wildlife Sites require modelling due to the increased ammonia emissions from the pig unit. These have been considered in the ammonia modelling report submitted with the application, so no further action is required with regards to the modelling at this stage.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Kind regards
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