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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This Waste Recovery Plan has been produced to support the restoration of the 
remaining void space at a Quarry known as Shelley Quarry (sometimes referred 
to as Peacewood Quarry), near Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.    

1.2 The Waste Recovery Plan will be submitted to the Environment Agency for 
approval to demonstrate that the proposed operations are recovery by 
establishing: 

• The justification for recovery

• The purpose of the work

• The quantity of waste used

• The operation meeting quality standards

2.0 Site Description 

2.1 The area proposed for recovery (‘The Site’) is located to the north of the B6116 
(Huddersfield Road) and is currently an active quarry extracting clays for the 
ceramics and brick-making industry.  The proposed green line boundary is 
shown on Drawing ref: 320/1 – WRP-1. 

2.2 The Site is surrounded by agricultural fields, with a small area of woodland on the 
northern boundary. 

3.0 Background and Purpose of the Works 

3.1 Background 

3.1.1 Part of the area included in The Site’s planning permission previously had an 
Environmental Permit for waste disposal, which was utilised to restore the eastern 
parts of the original quarry.  However, it is understood that this Permit has now 
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been surrendered prior to the site being fully restored.  

3.1.2 The Site has an active Planning Permission for the extraction of mineral and 
restoration to agricultural land, with additional tree planting. 

3.1.3 Conditions 1 and 10 of Planning Permission ref: 2017/70/93602/E0 require that 
The Site is restored: 

Condition 1: “The extraction of minerals and the removal of all buildings, plant 
and machinery shall have been completed by the 31 October 2032 and the site 
and the approved access shall be restored to agricultural land within the meaning 
of the Agricultural Act 1947 except where approved amended plan No.ST14014-
001 indicates trees shall be planted, all by 31 October 2034.” 

Condition 10: “The site shall be worked, backfilled and restored progressively in 
accordance with the approved drawings and supporting documents.” 

3.2 Permitting History 

3.2.1 Part of The Site previously had an Environmental Permit for waste disposal, Waste 
Management License Number: 1481.  This Permit was for the restoration of the 
quarry to the east of the current proposals.  Permit reference 1481 was a 
modification issued in 2000, the previous modification having been issued in 
1997.  However, it is understood that this Permit has now been surrendered.  No 
waste was deposited within the proposed green line boundary through Permit 
ref: 1481. 

4.0 Justification for Waste Recovery 

4.1 The Environment Agency set out the approach to determining recovery or 
disposal in their guidance on ‘Waste Recovery Plans and Deposit for Recovery 
Permits’.  The guidance requires evidence to show that the outcome could and 
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would be achieved using a non-waste.  The proposed deposit of waste must pass 
the substitution test to be considered a Recovery Activity. 

4.2 The justification for Waste Recovery at The Site falls under the ‘Obligation to 
Complete the Scheme’ category within the guidance.  This means that there is a 
legal requirement to complete the restoration of The Site. 

4.3 Obligation to Complete the Scheme 

4.3.1 In this case, there is a specific obligation to complete the scheme, created 
through The Site’s Planning Permission (2017/70/93602/E0), which includes the 
approved restoration scheme for The Site. 

4.3.2 Conditions 1 and 10 (see above) of The Site’s Planning Permission dictate that The 
Site must be restored to agriculture, and that The Site must be operated 
(including restoration) in accordance with the approved plans and documents.  
The approved plan for The Site’s restoration is included as Appendix A. 

4.3.3 The guidance requires: 

• Evidence of the obligation

• Plans and cross-sections to demonstrate the proposals match the
obligation

• Evidence that the waste is serving a useful purpose

4.3.3 An agricultural after-use could not be achieved at The Site without raising the 
ground levels to, at least, those that existed prior to extraction taking place, as 
the geology of the site (predominantly low permeability clays) would cause the 
base of the void to become saturated, or even to fill with surface water and 
become a permanent water body.   
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4.3.4 In addition to the above, the restoration contours have been approved, 
regardless of the after-use of The Site, and there is therefore a specific obligation 
to achieve these contours. 

4.3.5 To achieve the approved contours and restoration design, materials must 
therefore be imported to The Site.  As a result, it is demonstrable therefore, that 
the obligation could and would only be achieved through the importation of 
materials. 

4.3.6 It can also be demonstrated that the waste would serve a useful purpose as it 
would facilitate restoration of The Site so that it could be used for agricultural 
purposes, as well as delivering habitat through tree / hedgerow planting.  As 
described above, agricultural after-use could not be achieved without the 
approved restoration scheme, as The Site would otherwise become an 
inadvertent water body, due to the prevailing low permeability clay geology of 
the Site.  Soils have previously been stripped and stored at The Site and would 
be replaced on top of the waste, creating a suitable growing medium for 
agricultural fields and hedgerow planting, as well as a suitable material to 
engineer drainage into. 

4.3.7 The waste codes listed in Table 1 would be accepted to The Site as part of the 
Recovery operation and are based on those allowed under Standard Rules Permit 
SR2015 No.39.  These wastes would be appropriate for the restoration scheme 
as they would be comparable (in terms of physico-chemical properties) to a non-
waste primary aggregate that would otherwise be required. 

Waste Code Description 

01 01 02 Wastes from non-metalliferous excavation 

01 04 08 Waste gravel and crushed rocks other than those containing 
dangerous substances 

01 04 09 Waste sand and clays 

02 04 01 Soil from cleaning and washing beet 
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10 12 08 Waste ceramics, bricks, tiles and construction products (after 
thermal processing) 

10 13 14 Waste Concrete 

17 01 01 Concrete 

17 01 02 Bricks 

17 01 03 Tiles and ceramics 

17 01 07 Mixtures of concrete, bricks, tiles and ceramics 

17 05 04 Soils and stones (topsoil, peat, subsoil and stones) 

19 12 09 Minerals (such as sand and stones) from the treatment of 
waste aggregates that are otherwise naturally occurring 
minerals 

19 12 12 Crushed bricks, tiles, concrete and ceramics, including 
mixtures of materials 

20 02 02 Soil and stones (topsoil, peat, subsoil and stones) 
Table 1: List of Waste Codes 

4.3.8 The site will be managed by experienced contractors with competent persons 
under an Environmental Management System. 

4.3.9 The site’s competent person would follow strict waste acceptance criteria for 
receiving each load of material brought into the site to check its suitability for 
restoration and to ensure the producer has carried out the necessary basic 
characterisation of the waste.  Any unsuitable material would be rejected in 
accordance with the acceptance criteria.  If any non-inert material were found 
within a load of material, it would be transferred to a quarantine area (located on 
an impermeable surface) and removed to a suitably licensed site.  Based on the 
strict acceptance procedures, any material placed to recover the site, should not 
pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment. 

5.0 Conclusion 

5.1 The proposed restoration of Shelley Quarry would constitute recovery as it can 
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be demonstrated that there is a specific obligation to carry out the works, as 
demonstrated through The Site’s Planning Permission.  

5.2 The list of wastes that would be accepted is suitable for a Recovery operation and 
is based upon Standard Rules Permit SR2015 No.39 and would be comparable 
to otherwise required non-wastes. 

5.2 The restoration of the site would be carried out by competent operators under 
an Environmental Management System with strict waste acceptance and 
rejection criteria to ensure completion to the highest standard. 

5.3 This Waste Recovery Plan provides evidence to show that the scheme meets 

the tests required by the Environment Agency to consider the restoration of 

Shelley Quarry as a recovery operation. 
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Appendix A – Restoration Scheme 
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soils'. Soil to be placed while in a dry and
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the restoration programme to allow for
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Landscape Restoration
Planting Overview 

Reduce existing banks to settlement lagoons.
Reprofile to create marginal shelves . Fencing
incorporated into boundary treatment. Retain
existing inflow/outflow.

Restored stone wall

Restored hedgerow and hedgerow trees

Grassland margin tying
into retained boundaries

Additional hedgerow and tree planting
to mitigate against loss of hedgerow

within main body of the site.

New woodland to strengthen existing
margins to Peace Wood. Additional
hedgerow to further strengthen
boundaries and create transition
between agricultural land and woodland

* Location of proposed hedgerow trees is indicative, with final locations to be agreed
with Landowner and LPA. Minimum tree replacements to be at a ratio of 2:1.

Land drainage system
installed through restored
field system - subject to
requirement.

Open swales at 1000mm wide by 500mm
deep. Cut to V shape, 300mm at base. Set
within marginal grassland at 1500mm from
outer edge of hedgeline.

300x300mm piped french drain at edge of
paved access track. Link to open swale.

Open swale linking to retained inflow
into former settlement ponds.

Restored stone wall to access radii.
Wall extended to existing wall on west side
and to access gate on east side of track.

Hedgerow and hedgerow trees to
west side of access track

Retain existing access track

Timber post and wire stock fence at 1200mm high.

· Galvanised mild steel stock netting to be heavyweight 4mm diameter, 800mm wide
to comply to BS 1722: Part 2, Type B8/80/15W and BS 4102.  Netting to be fitted to
outside of fence and strained with an approved system, netting to be wrapped and
stapled around straining posts, and stapled to intermediate posts.  Staples not to be
driven right home

· All timber to be from FSC managed source,All posts and struts to be peeled and
pointed, treated to comply to BS EN 355 Sections 1 to 3 class 4 & BS 8417.
Straining posts to be c.2200mm long with top diameter 125mm minimum.
Intermediate posts to be 1550mm long with op diameter 75mm minimum.  Posts at
2500mm to 3000mm max. centres.

· Barbed wire to be two strand of mild steel type 2.5mm, 2 ply, four point barbed wire
to top and bottom of post to comply with BS 4102.

Open Drainage Swales

· Located within the field margins at c. 1500mm from the hedgeline. Ditches are to
be 'V', 750mm wide, 500mm deep and 300mm wide at its base. These will be
seeded and managed to create corridors of wet grassland (seasonal) within the
field boundary.
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Appendix B – Decision Notice 
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