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Environmental Management System (EMS) Update & Climate Resilience Summary
Local Authority: Durham County Council
Facility: Heighington Lane Waste Transfer Station
1. Introduction
This Environmental Management System (EMS) update has been prepared in line with local authority requirements. The Heightington Lane Waste Transfer Station manages a variety of waste streams, including:
Mixed municipal waste from households
Hazardous waste such as WEEE (TVs, fridges, small appliances), tyres, and domestic clinical waste
The EMS underpins environmental protection, compliance with legislation, operational efficiency, and climate resilience.
2. Environmental Policy Statement
Reduce the environmental impact of activities, operations, and resource consumption
Monitor, report, and continually improve environmental performance
Embed environmental and sustainability considerations into decision-making, strategies, and daily operations
Comply with, and where possible exceed, certification standards, accreditations, and regulatory requirements
Promote environmental awareness and best practice among staff, contractors, residents, and community partners
Support the protection, enhancement, and connectivity of County Durham’s natural environment and natural capital
Minimise waste by encouraging reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting across all stakeholders
3. Significant Environmental Aspects & Impacts
Air & Odour: Emissions from waste decomposition, vehicle traffic, and refrigerants from fridges/AC units
Water & Soil: Contamination risks from leachate, spills, oils, and clinical waste liquids
Energy Use: Fuel for collection vehicles; electricity for site equipment and lighting
Noise & Dust: Vehicle movements, compaction, and waste handling activities
Climate Resilience: Vulnerability to flooding, extreme temperatures, high winds, and service disruption
4. Climate Change Risks & Resilience Measures
High Summer Temperatures
Waste Fires: Segregated stockpiles, sprinkler systems, automated detection, and regular monitoring
Infrastructure Stress: Routine inspections, fire-retardant paint applied to structures
Dust Emissions: Building-based suppression systems, road sweeping, enclosed operations
Water Shortages: Low operational water demand; surface water storage pond available
Pests & Scavengers: Pest control contract; enclosed building operations; minimal waste storage (daily turnaround, RPS:352 compliance)
Wildfires: Vegetation cutback, monitoring during dry weather, CCTV and site security
Winter Temperatures
High Temperatures: Odour suppression systems; pest control measures; good housekeeping
Low Temperatures: Enclosed buildings; trace-heated pipework; winter maintenance (gritting, snow clearance)
Extreme Rainfall
Surface Water & Flooding: Soakaway areas, drains, surface water storage ponds
Drainage Overload: Regular interceptor maintenance and monitoring
Building Integrity & Electrical Failure: Ongoing inspection and preventive maintenance
Increased Winter Rainfall
Flooding Risks: Soakaways, drains, retention ponds
Drainage Overload: Maintenance and emptying of interceptors
Infrastructure Risks: Regular building and drainage system inspections
Sea Level Rise
Flooding: Not applicable – site is not in a coastal area
Drier Summers
Water Supplies: Low water usage; backup pond available
Waste Fires: Minimal storage with daily turnaround; on-site fire suppression systems
River Flow Variability
Drainage Impacts: Maintenance of interceptors and drains; retention pond; building integrity checks
Storms
Wind Damage & Blown Waste: Roller doors with wind locks; operational adjustments to prevent litter escape
Lightning Strikes: Conductors installed on site buildings
5. Monitoring & Review
Incident reporting and corrective action tracking
Climate resilience review, informed by lessons from local weather events
Engagement with the Environment Agency, public health authorities, and local residents
6. Conclusion
This EMS update ensures the Heightington Lane Waste Transfer Station remains compliant, environmentally responsible, and resilient to climate change. Through embedded adaptation measures, the facility will continue delivering safe, efficient, and sustainable waste management services while mitigating risks from extreme weather and long-term climate impacts.
