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Durham County Council 
Heighington Lane Waste Transfer Station EPR/AB3209CB/V002 
Non-Technical Summary 
Heighington Lane Waste transfer station is one of 4 waste transfer stations that are operated by Durham County Council. The function of the waste transfer stations is to accept and transfer on the waste that is collected from domestic properties, commercial and trade collections, our fly tipping clean up crews, parks and grounds and highways functions of the Council. The site has operated as a transfer station since June 1987 and has one permit EAWML60100 which has had various modifications over that time fame, the site only has one permit and currently has S1 & S2 exemptions registered.
The site is located on an industrial estate with in Newton Aycliffe with other commercial / industrial units to the North, East and West of the site and a college to the south and to the southwest is the Hitachi Rail factory. Adjoining the site to the East is Heighington Household Waste Recycling Centre. The grid reference for the centre of the site is NZ 2724222429
The site accepts a range of Inert, Non-Hazardous Waste and limited Hazardous wastes that have been stored under S1 & S2 exemptions.  This permit variation is to allow us to add specific hazardous waste EWC codes to the permit as the ability to have waste exemptions registered on permitted facilities is to cease in the near future. At the site wastes accepted are accepted as a D15 or R13 code. Waste is removed to destinations suitable for their recovery or disposal and assigned the relevant R & D codes. No treatment of wastes occur on site.
The site has planning permission to operate a day 7 days a week, however the site is currently operating mainly Monday – Friday, occasional Saturday working between the hours of 07:00 – 17:00hrs. Currently approximately 200 to 250 tonnes of Non Hazardous wastes are accepted per day Monday – Friday. Hazardous Wastes are accepted on a daily basis with a maximum of 10 tonne per day, with a maximum storage of hazardous waste on site at any one time of 50 tonnes.
The site has an active Environmental Management System / Working plan in place which details all the requirements and operations to enable compliance with the sites Environmental Permit. The site has drainage to both surface water and to sewer with a restricted outlet on the sewer. Drainage from the waste handling areas is all directed to sewer and the other site roadways yard etc are directed to surface water drainage via the Deamon Beck.
This application seeks to vary the existing site permit to include the storage and transfer of specific waste types that were previously managed under the former S1 (storage of waste in secure containers) and S2 (storage of waste in a secure place) exemptions.
Under the revised waste exemption system, which came into effect on 1 July 2025, these exemptions are going to stop. To ensure compliance, we are now applying to add these waste types to the existing permit to remain compliant with Environmental Permitting regulations. The Council has a statutory duty to provide a collection service of domestic hazardous wastes (TV’s, Fridges, WEEE etc) and these are managed through the councils waste transfer stations. To maintain this service we need the ability to store and transfer these waste types at Heighington Lane Waste Transfer Station.

The changes to waste exemptions were introduced nationally to:
· Prevent misuse of exemptions and reduce waste crime
· Make the system clearer and more transparent for operators
· Ensure better environmental protection

The site already has controls in place to manage these wastes responsibly. Materials will be stored securely to prevent pollution, litter, or harm to human health. The variation does not introduce new processes or emissions beyond what is already managed on site.

This variation simply brings the existing storage activities into the permit, reflecting the updated national waste exemption rules. It ensures the site can continue operating lawfully while maintaining high standards of environmental protection and maintaining a statutory service to the residents of County Durham.
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