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G. R Herbert and Sons, West Shaws Piggery

West Shaws Piggery is owned and operated by G.R. Herbert and Sons.  West Shaws currently has places for 1800 finishier pigs 30-110kg.  The proposal is the increase the number of finisher pigs in the 30-110kg category through provision of a new building to house 1500 pigs. This taking the total capacity of the site to 3300 30-110kg pigs.

The site operates an all-in-all-out batch system with 4 batches per year. There are 12 weeks downtime per annum (23%).


The proposed new building (1500 places) will have high speed roof fan ventilation and the existing building (1800 places) currently has roof inlets and side fans variable speed to maintain environmental conditions.  The roof fans on the proposed building run at a velocity of 11m/s and the emission point is 6 m above ground level. Ventilation is computer controlled

Water for the sheds is provided by mains, Power is also mains and there is no back-up generator on site – should one be needed portable provision will be sought. There is no fuel or oil storage on the site. Water is provided to livestock by nipple drinkers to minimise wastage and spillage.

Feed rations are dry and delivered in, with diets formulated to match the growth stage of the pigs and fed ad lib.

No agrochemicals, rodenticides, pesticides or veterinary medicines are stored on the installation.

Carcasses are stored in dedicated lockable bins before removal by a licenced deadstock collector as required.

No farmyard manure is produced on site. 

Slurry is stored on site beneath slatted floors and within underground reception tanks linked to each building. Slurry is spread on operator-controlled land. Slurry is removed by sealed system from the reception tanks to tanker.  Slurry is applied to land owned and managed by the operator, using methods which reduce creation of bioaerosols. A Management Plan is in place and is in line with best practice and regulations. 

There is a proposed slurry lagoon, positioned to North of the pig unit (located at grid reference NZ 08347 17207). This is approximately 1400 metres from the pig buildings and with a public road crossing the distance between the sites. There is no pipe linking the lagoon to the pig unit. This will enable the under slat pits to be managed according to BAT requirements as shallow pit, with removal of slurry at least every 10 weeks and slurry depth not exceeding 800mm.

The site surfacing is a mixture of stone and concrete. Drainage emissions from the installation are to an adjacent open ditch to the north of the installation. Drainage emissions include uncontaminated water from roof areas (via gutters and downpipes) and yard areas when clean (via drain inlets and pipework).

Production of wash water is minimised through best practice in cleaning and disinfecting procedures (e.g. pre-soaking, foam detergent, hot water). There is reduced wastage of water by use of nipples over a trough as opposed to river drinkers and through optimising crude protein levels in feed. 
All contaminated water, including wash water from the loading area and spent footbath water containing disinfectant, is directed to the under-slat stores.


Site Location
The site is located at NZ 08183 15824. West Shaws is located in a rural setting approximately 2.2 km to the South East of the town of Barnard Castle.  The land is undulating leading to higher ground in the north.  The site is surrounded by arable farmland and wooded areas.  There are no sensitive residential receptors within 400m of the installation. There is a residential receptor within 100m of the installation this is owned and occupied by the operator therefore do not qualify as relevant receptors.


The installation benefits from existing farm access roads from the public highway. The site can be accessed only via the existing farmyard and there are site security measures in place. There is no public right of way through or adjacent to the installation.

The nearest settlement is Westwick at approximately 620m to the NNW. There are no sensitive residential receptors within 400m with the exception of West Shaws Farm Residence which is owned and resided in by the operators of the site. 

There have been no previous issues relating to odour, noise or flies in relation to the farm.

A pre-application ammonia screening report from the EA (Appendix 1), concluded that detailed modelling (Appendix 1a) was required for the Ancient Woodland site, Sally Gills Plantation, located within 500m to the West of the installation. 

Other protected sites are Brignall Banks 3km South of the installation and Kilmond Scar 5.9km SW of the installation. There are no Ramsar, SAC or SPA designations within 5km.

