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Indicative Project Timeline
subject to budget and permissions
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Proposed Scheme Layout, May 2022
Potential options continue to be investigated for some elements

Possible pipeline routes 
being investigated

Alternative 
reedbed location
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Nenthead Mine Site (Site 101)
Plants, animals and habitats

We have carried out several surveys to help us understand the existing ecological conditions at the site. We will do more surveys during 
2022 to make sure the information is up to date. The proposed site is within the North Pennines AONB but falls mainly outside the 
Nenthead Mines Scheduled Monument and Site of Specific Scientific Interest. We recognise this is a special environment and want to 
minimise the impact of our proposed treatment scheme.

Fauna

There are areas of calaminarian (metal-
tolerant) grassland, rush, heath, 
sphagnum, bare spoil and acid grassland 
across the proposed site.

We have identified a number of animal 
species living in the vicinity of Nenthead
including amphibians, curlew, common 
sandpiper, water voles, otters, red 
squirrels, hedgehogs, brown hares and 
bats. Our surveys in 2022 will gather more 
information to make sure we minimise 
impacts from our proposals.

Flora

Mitigating the impacts

Based on current information, our 
ecological experts do not believe the 
proposed scheme will have significant 
impacts on the existing environment. 

We will set this out in an Environmental 
Impact Assessment that will be submitted 
with the application for planning 
permission.
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The River Nent
River Quality

Good Moderate Bad

Rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwaters are a vital resource and support industry, wildlife, tourism and recreation. Good quality of 
our waters is fundamental to their continued usefulness. We need to protect them from pollution and manage them so that they reach 
and maintain “good ecological status” and “good chemical status”.

Under the Water Environment Regulations (2017), the Environment Agency monitors all rivers and other waters in England and compares 
the results to standards set by Government. The results for the Tyne catchment are published in the statutory Northumbria River Basin 
Management Plan. This plan explains the current condition of all water bodies, the reasons why any water body is polluted, and that 
usually, the objective is for all water bodies to reach good status by 2027.

The Nent is the second most metal polluted river in England and is currently classed as poor for fish (so between moderate and bad) and 
moderate for invertebrates.

Through the Environment Act 2021, the Government is proposing a target that by 2037, we should reduce the length of rivers polluted by 
abandoned mines by 50% so as to reverse the damage our mining legacy continues to cause our river environments.
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Ecology Survey Schedule
We have carried out several surveys to help us understand the existing ecological conditions at the site. The table below 
indicates when we will do more surveys during 2022 to make sure the information is up to date. This information will be 
used to minimise the impacts of our proposals to address pollution in 60km of the River Nent and South Tyne. 



Proposed location for the treatment ponds

Looking north towards Nenthead from above the Handsome Mea reservoir
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