River basin planning: Significant Water Management Issues consultation
20 November 2025 to 20 May 2026
You can use this form to send us your response to the Significant Water Management issue consultation. We must receive all returns by the 20th of May 2026. Details on how to return this form are at the end of this document, along with information on how we’ll use your response and ‘about you’ information you provide us with.
We will publish our response to feedback on the consultation within12 weeks of the consultation closing date. This will be published on:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/significant-water-management-issues-river-basin-management-plans 
You do not have to answer all the questions in this consultation. However, it is very important to us that we understand which river basin management plan your response applies to (or you can let us know if it applies to all plans). Please ensure you answer ‘About you’ question 3 at the end of this form by telling us which river basin district(s) is(are) relevant to your response. 
Challenge 1: Climate change 
Question 1: What do you think is most needed to support environmental planners to make informed decisions to deliver measures in the context of climate change? 
Please select one option and tell us why in the box below:
☐Open-access datasets to make it easier to use future information in risk assessments and planning activity (please specify below which data you feel are needed but not already available or not accessible in a usable format)
☐Bespoke products and guidance (please explain using the free text box below) 
☐Training, perhaps aligned to a competency framework, to help environmental planners deepen their knowledge of climate change and skills
☐Legislation to set out precisely when and how climate change should be considered in environmental plans (please use free text box to suggest how prescriptive this should be)
Please tell us why:
	


Challenge 2: Changes to water levels and flows
Question 2: What criteria should we consider when deciding where to prioritise abstraction reductions?
	


Challenge 3: Chemicals in the water environment
We hope the information provided here has been helpful and improved your understanding of the challenge posed by the chemicals in the water environment. Having read this information, we would appreciate your feedback on the following questions:
Question 3: What more could we do to provide you with information and materials to help you understand the challenge posed by the chemicals in the water environment?
	


Question 4: What action do you intend to take, if any, in tackling the challenge posed by chemicals in the water environment (e.g. influencing others, communicating the problem to others, changing your behaviour)?
	


Would this action be community level, or as an individual?
☐ Individual
☐ Community
Please provide details:
	


Question 5: If there any citizen science initiatives you feel could support this area of work, please provide details
	


Question 6: What additional action do you think public bodies need to take to regulate or address chemicals in the environment to achieve environmental objectives?
	


Challenge 4: Invasive non-native species
Question 7: Are there any barriers stopping you adopting good biosecurity when you are in or near water?
	


Question 8: Do you think that our approach to invasive non-native species is appropriate? 
	





Question 9: Please share any challenges or good experiences relating to prevention, control, eradication and management:
	


Challenge 5: Physical modifications
Question 10: What duties, powers and responsibilities could present, or future water regulators have to effectively respond to, and deliver measures for, physical modification pressures across rivers, catchments and coasts?
	


Question 11: How might these duties, powers and responsibilities evolve to support delivery of measures to deliver water body environmental objectives and wider nature recovery, climate resilience and sustainable development?
	


Question 12: How should success in addressing physical modification pressures be defined and measured in environmental, social, and economic terms?
	


Challenge 6: Pollution from agriculture and rural sector
Question 13: How effective do you think current government policies, such as agri-environment schemes (e.g. payments for environmental land management), or targeted habitat restoration, are in improving water quality?
	


Question 14: How effective do you think farming regulations are in dealing with agricultural pollution?
	


Question 15: What kind of advice and support do farmers and land managers need to take effective action to improve water quality?
	


Question 16: Who do you think is best placed to provide advice farmers and land managers? 
	




Question 17: How can trust in advice to farmers and land managers be strengthened?
	


Question 18: Based on your experience, what types of evidence or monitoring would help build confidence in understanding agriculture’s impact on water quality?
	


Question 19: How should regulation, financial support, and market incentives be balanced to help the farming sector reduce its contribution to water pollution? 
	


Challenge 7: Pollution from towns, cities and transport
Question 20: What do you see as the main causes of pollution in urban areas?
	


Challenge 8: Pollution from water industry wastewater
Question 21: Which pollution issues linked to water industry wastewater should be prioritised and why?
	


Question 22: Which measures do you think should be prioritised in dealing with wastewater pollution? 
	


Question 23: Is the balance right between taking short term solutions and considering longer, more nature friendly solutions? 
	


Question 24: How can new data and technologies help to address pollution from water industry wastewater?
	


Pollution for abandoned mines - South West and Northumbria River Basin Districts
Question 25: What can be done to address pollution from abandoned mines in these river basin districts?
	


State of nature decline
Question 26: What do you see as the biggest opportunities and barriers to scaling up and accelerating nature recovery through these approaches? 
	


How could these challenges be overcome (are there good examples we can learn from)?
	


Question 27: What data and information do you need to target investment and action to deliver wildlife-rich water habitat and benefits for water-dependent species (locally and on a larger scale)?
	


Question 28: What actions are needed to enable the recovery of estuarine and coastal environments, ensuring they deliver long-term benefits for biodiversity and climate resilience, while supporting thriving coastal communities?
	


Local Partnerships
Question 29: How can local delivery partnerships be strengthened to better achieve priority outcomes in the water sector, while preserving their unique local relevance?
	


Question 30: What information, guidance, or tools do local partnerships need to drive action towards a healthier water environment with broad environmental, social, and economic benefits?
	


Supporting information: Strategic Environmental Assessment scoping reports
The Strategic Environmental Assessment scoping reports are available on the following government web site: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-of-river-basin-management-plans-scoping-reports 
Question 31: Do you agree that we are focussed on the potential environmental effects?
	





Question 32: Is there any other information that we should be considering as part of the assessment?
	


Evidence
Question 33: Let us know if there is an issue you consider significant which hasn't been covered in this consultation (tick box that applies or add under 'other')
☐Fine Sediment
☐Plastics
☐Microplastics
☐Pollution from abandoned mines
☐Pollution from private domestic treatment plants
☐Other:
	


About you
Please tell us some information about you before you submit your response. This will allow us to ensure your response gets to the right people and let us contact you when our response document is published.
Privacy Notice
The Environment Agency would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of the consultation. If you would like to receive an email acknowledging your response and to let you know that the consultation response document has been published, please provide your email address with your response.
By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the consultation response document publication. You can additionally advise us you would like to informed about future river basin planning publications. We will keep you on a list for this purpose until the updated river basin management plans are published, planned for 2027.
We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent, unless required to do so by law.
You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at RBMPconsultation@environment-agency.gov.uk
The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our personal information charter on GOV.UK. 
Please contact the Data Protection team at dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk for more information.
Your information and how we'll use it
We will not publish names of individuals or personal data. We will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.
We will publish a summary of responses on our website in which we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.
For more information see our Personal Information Charter.
‘About you’ question 1: When we come to analyse the results of this consultation, it would help us to know if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group. Please select from the following options
☐Responding as an individual 
☐Responding on behalf of an organisation (Please specify which organisation or group and include what type it is, e.g. business, environmental group, etc) 
☐Other
Name of organisation or group:
	


‘About you’ question 2: What is your email address?
If you provide us with your email address, we will be able to follow up with any enquiries relating to your response. This could be seeking clarity or asking for evidence you have recommended we review. If you do not wish any further contact, leave the email address blank.
Email address:
	


We notify individuals and partners when we publish river basin planning consultations (as well as our consultation response documents) and updates to the plans. If you would like to be added to a list of those notified, please tick the box below. If you leave it unticked, we will assume you do not want further notification.
☐ Please add me to the notification email list


‘About you’ question 3: Please select which river basin district your response to this consultation applies to (you can select more than one or submit a national response by selecting 'England').
(Required) 

☐Anglian 
☐Humber 
☐North West 
☐Northumbria 
☐Severn 
☐South East 
☐South West 
☐Thames 
☐Dee (English part) 
☐Solway Tweed (English part) 
☐England (all river basin districts)

You can identify what river basin district you are in by using the interactive map on the catchment data explorer (opens in new window).
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response to be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it.
‘About you’ question 4: Are you happy for us to publish or quote your response? We will not publish any personal information or parts of your response that will reveal your identity.
☐Yes
☐No
‘About you’ question 5: Finally, it would really help us if you let us know where you found out about this consultation.
☐Advert in newspaper
☐Email from the Environment Agency
☐Government website 
☐Internet search 
☐Through engagement with Environment Agency 
☐Other (please specify below)
	





Submit consultation
Once you have completed this form, please send it via e-mail to RBMPconsultation@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Alternatively, you can post it to:
Dave Trewolla, 
RBMP Programme Manager, 
Environment Agency, 
Sir John Moore House, 
Victoria Square, 
Bodmin, 
PL311EB. 
The closing date for receipt of your comments is 20 May 2026. 
