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Proposals for permitting of waste motor vehicles: standard rules consultation No 33
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[bookmark: _Toc473641177]We are the Environment Agency. We protect and improve the environment.
Acting to reduce the impacts of a changing climate on people and wildlife is at the heart of everything we do.
We reduce the risks to people, properties and businesses from flooding and coastal erosion. 
[bookmark: _Int_i0fuq5X4]We protect and improve the quality of water, making sure there is enough for people, businesses, agriculture and the environment. Our work helps to ensure people can enjoy the water environment through angling and navigation.
[bookmark: _Int_wXPUWm21]We look after land quality, promote sustainable land management and help protect and enhance wildlife habitats. And we work closely with businesses to help them comply with environmental regulations.
[bookmark: _Int_EtGaap81][bookmark: _Int_rkw2YuqK]We can’t do this alone. We work with government, local councils, businesses, civil society groups and communities to make our environment a better place for people and wildlife.

[bookmark: _Hlk103589141]Published by:
Environment Agency
Horizon House, Deanery Road,
Bristol BS1 5AH
Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/environment-agency

© Environment Agency 2025
All rights reserved. This document may be reproduced with prior permission of the Environment Agency.
Further copies of this consultation are available 
from our publications catalogue: www.gov.uk/government/publications or ourNational Customer Contact Centre: 
Telephone: 03708 506506
Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc65507322][bookmark: _Toc65665126][bookmark: _Toc190093369][bookmark: _Toc2070055281][bookmark: _Toc51079262][bookmark: _Toc522629668][bookmark: _Toc522629671]Introduction 
The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (EPR) allow us to make standard rules to reduce the administrative burden on business while maintaining environmental standards. 
[bookmark: _Int_PHdB6HZp]This consultation proposes a new standard rules permit for waste motor vehicles and a new mandatory standards document that will apply to standard rules permits and bespoke permits. The proposed rules and standards relate to the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles. The consultation also proposes to replace existing standard rules permits SR2015 No13 and SR2008 No 20 with the proposed new standard rules permit SR2025 No 8. 
We would like your views on the:
· proposed standard rules
· risk assessment
· standards document, and
· replacement of existing rules with the new standard rules permit
The consultation responses will be considered and will inform any changes to the standard rules permit, associated generic risk assessment and standards document which will be published on GOV.UK.
2. [bookmark: _Toc65507323][bookmark: _Toc65665127][bookmark: _Toc190093370][bookmark: _Toc339913187]About this consultation
This document describes:
· what we are consulting on
· an overview of the relevant documents
· the standard permitting process
· [bookmark: _Hlk212472405]the proposed standards document
· the proposed standard rules permit
· how you can respond to the consultation
· how we will gain your consent and use your information
· the principles we follow when running this and other consultations
This is to help you understand our proposals and provide you with sufficient information to enable you to comment on them. We will consider your answers and comments to revise our proposals and finalise the standard rule and standards document. 
The consultation will run for a period of 12 weeks from 17 December 2025 and will close at midnight on 10 March 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc65507324][bookmark: _Toc65665128][bookmark: _Toc190093371][bookmark: _Toc237701458]What we are consulting on 
The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (EPR) allow us to set standards in environmental permits and to develop standard rules for certain activities. We base the rules on our understanding of the risks.  In this consultation we are asking your views on: 
A standards document that we propose to apply to all permitted activities involving the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles.

A new standard rules permit.

A generic risk assessment for waste motor vehicles, and

A proposal to replace existing standard rules permits SR2015 No13 and SR2008 No 20 with the proposed new standard rules permit SR2025 No 8. 
[bookmark: _Toc65507325][bookmark: _Toc65665129][bookmark: _Toc190093372][bookmark: _Toc2020572090]What this consultation means to you 
We think this consultation will be of particular interest to: 
· operators, trade associations, and businesses: this is your opportunity to make sure that the rules and standards work for you and your industry whilst also providing the necessary protection to the environment and human health.  
· other regulators, the public, community groups, and non-governmental organisations with an interest in environmental issues: this is your opportunity to make sure that the rules and standards provide the necessary protection to the environment and human health, whilst still being useful to industry. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc65507326][bookmark: _Toc65665130][bookmark: _Toc190093373][bookmark: _Toc1008480818]How Standard Rules Permits Work
[bookmark: _Toc65507327][bookmark: _Toc65665131][bookmark: _Toc190093374][bookmark: _Toc2075794143]What a standard rules permit is 
[bookmark: _Int_qMRv66lw]Standard rules permits contain one condition which refers to a fixed set (or sets) of standard rules that an operator must comply with. The standard rules: 
· define the activities that an operator can carry out 
· specify necessary restrictions on those activities, such as emission limits or the types of waste or raw materials that can be accepted at the sites
Standard rules and risk assessments are published on GOV.UK following public consultation. 
Any operator who wishes to carry out a particular activity at a particular site or sites can look at the standard rules. If they can comply with them, they can decide to apply for a standard rules permit.
[bookmark: _Int_vkvJPNZU]We can issue the standard rules permit more quickly and cheaply because we have no decisions to make on site-specific permit conditions. An operator who cannot meet the requirements of the standard rules must apply for a bespoke permit and provide us with additional information. It takes us longer to issue a bespoke permit because we must carry out a more detailed assessment of the application. This includes deciding whether to include site-specific conditions and consult in line with our public participation statement.
There is no right of appeal against the rules in standard rules permit because applying for a standard rules permit is voluntary. If an operator wants to change the way their site operates, they must apply to vary the standard rules permit to a bespoke permit when:
· their operation falls outside the scope of the standard rules
· they feel that the standard rules permit no longer works for their operation 
Operators must apply for a bespoke permit for any regulated activities not covered by standard rules. These activities generally: 
· have a higher potential impact on the environment 
· require more complex controls than activities which can follow standard rules
The Environment Agency can only issue standard rules permit when the regulated facility has one single legal person as the operator. The term ‘operator’ is defined in Regulation 7 of the EPR as the person who has control over the operation of a regulated facility. If a regulated facility has not been put into operation, the person who will have control over it when it is in operation is the operator.
The main issue in deciding whether someone is the operator of a regulated facility is whether they can exercise control over its operation. The operator must demonstrate they have the authority and ability to ensure that the environmental permit is complied with.
[bookmark: _Toc190093375][bookmark: _Toc1226926560][bookmark: _Toc65507328][bookmark: _Toc65665132]What are standard rules? 
[bookmark: _Int_jjPI2jOq]When developing sets of standard rules, we carry out a single assessment of risk for a common activity. This enables us to define the risk boundary within which the rules can be used. This boundary comprises several restrictions such as size, location and operational controls. The restrictions will be those necessary to enable a consistent set of rules to reduce the risk to an acceptable level. The rules are the same for each operator carrying out that activity. Rules and risk assessments are published in advance so that operators and the public know precisely what controls we will apply to a proposed activity. 
In developing the risk boundary for each set of standard rules, we must protect the environmental quality of some specific sensitive receptors. For example, standard rules sets may contain a rule which prohibits activities taking place near to a surface water body such as a river or stream.
The rules specify the standards we want operators to achieve, but do not tell them how to achieve them. That is their responsibility.
[bookmark: _Toc65507329][bookmark: _Toc65665133][bookmark: _Toc190093376][bookmark: _Toc577528202]The generic risk assessment for the activities
[bookmark: _Int_rjMb7Iuv][bookmark: _Int_wPJaRuKD][bookmark: _Int_qqniCieH]We have produced a generic risk assessment for the activity. This lists the potential risks and how to properly manage them. We did this by identifying possible pathways from the sources of the risks to the receptors (these are people, animals, property and anything else that could be affected by the hazard). Each risk is split into three sections.  
[bookmark: _Int_suBDsIxq]information about the source, pathway and receptor – and the potential harm to that receptor
a judgement of the level of risk and justification of that judgement
actions for managing the risk (through permitting) and a residual risk rating after managing it
[bookmark: _Int_dJ7Jo1fv]A set of standard rules may contain a rule which requires an operator not to carry out an activity within a certain distance of specified nature conservation sites. The broad sensitivity of habitats and species groups to the potential hazards from facilities we regulate through EPR is well understood. Harm can occur through hazards such as toxic contamination, nutrient enrichment, habitat loss, siltation, smothering, disturbance and predation.  
We use specified distances to identify which activities could affect the interest features of these sites and species. Activities that do not affect the features can be eligible for a standard rules permit. In line with our public participation statement, we do not consult the nature conservation bodies on individual applications for standard rules permits. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc65507330][bookmark: _Toc65665134][bookmark: _Toc190093377][bookmark: _Toc759626945]Proposed changes to waste motor vehicles permitting
[bookmark: _Toc845361261][bookmark: _Toc65507331][bookmark: _Toc65665135][bookmark: _Toc190093378]Standards for the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles 
[bookmark: _Hlk216086897]We have produced a proposed set of mandatory standards, using our appropriate measures guidance and fire prevention guidance, that cover the key risks for storage and treatment of waste motor vehicles. Treatment is limited to depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles including sorting, separation or cutting (using hand-held equipment only) and compacting including baling. These standards must be met under the terms of the proposed standard rule. We also intend to refer to these standards for bespoke permit applications.
[bookmark: _Toc2123163411][bookmark: _Hlk213747090][bookmark: _Hlk213747365][bookmark: _Int_XMyTMyxW]Standard rules permit for the storage, depollution and dismantling, of waste motor vehicles
[bookmark: _Hlk216088557]The proposed standard rules permit allows up to 25,000 tonnes per year of waste motor vehicles. Treatment is limited to depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles including sorting, separation or cutting (using hand-held equipment only) and compacting including baling. 

The standard rules permit can only be used if activities are located within specified 
[bookmark: _Int_T42cqO99]distances from sensitive sites unless the activities take place within a building. Condition 2.3.1 of the rules require the activities to be operated using the standards detailed in the waste motor vehicles standards document.  

[bookmark: _Hlk216774942][bookmark: _Int_fmIMb94S]4.3. Revisions to existing standard rules permits for the storage, depollution and dismantling, of waste motor vehicles 

We propose to replace existing standard rules permits SR2015 No13 and SR2008 No 20 , that allow throughput of 25,000 tonnes of waste motor vehicles per year, with the proposed new standard rules permit SR2025 No 8. The new standard rules permit will then apply to the existing permit holders. This will reduce the number of standard rules available for waste motor vehicles and provide greater clarity to applicants about the available standard rule permits by avoiding duplication.
4.4. Proposed charges

[bookmark: _Int_keZnQ119]We’re proposing charges for the new standard rules permit SR2025 No 8 for the treatment, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles, as follows.

	Type of charge
	Charge (£)

	Permit application
	2641

	Minor variation
	792

	Normal variation
	N/A

	Substantial variation
	N/A

	Transfer application
	2,529	Comment by Harding, Adrian: Number format. Missing comma separators

	Surrender application
	1585

	Annual subsistence
	2124

	First year of operation charge
	766



We have selected the charges from the application table, subsistence table and default standard rules charging table in the environmental permits and abstraction licences: tables of charges. These charges aim to precisely recover the regulatory costs incurred by the Environment Agency because of the applications and compliance work associated with these permits.
Our charges are subject to periodic review and are adjusted down where efficiencies have been identified and processes have been developed to enable us to reduce costs. 
[bookmark: _Toc190093379][bookmark: _Toc1360680160][bookmark: _Toc65507337][bookmark: _Toc65665140]4.5	How we will use your information
The Environment Agency will make all responses publicly available after the consultation closes, unless you have specifically requested that we keep your response confidential. This includes comments received online and by email. 
We will not publish names of individuals or personal data. But we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.
We will not respond individually to responses. After the consultation has closed, we will publish a consultation response document on GOV.UK. We will contact you to let you know when this is available.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response to be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it.
4.6 [bookmark: _Toc190093380][bookmark: _Toc896318244]Privacy notice 
[bookmark: _Int_fxc4qjJi]The Environment Agency would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of the consultation. If you would like to receive an email acknowledging your response and telling you when we’ve published the consultation response document, please provide your email address with your response. 
By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the response document publication.
We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent unless required to do so by law. 
You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at Permissions_Service@environment-agency.gov.uk 
[bookmark: _Int_T3Rk9X6i]The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our personal information charter on GOV.UK.
You can email our Data Protection team: dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk
5. [bookmark: _Toc190093381][bookmark: _Toc4047151]About you
[bookmark: _Toc65507333][bookmark: _Toc65665136]If you would like to receive emails acknowledging your response and/or telling you when we have published the consultation response document, please select from:
· yes, I would like to receive an email acknowledging my response 
· yes, I would like to receive an email to let me know the consultation response document is published 
If you have selected any of the above, please tell us your email address:
Can we publish your response? We will not include personal information.
This is a required question, please select one of the following:  
· yes 
· no
If you answered no, please tell us why below as we will need to understand this when responding to any Freedom of Information requests.


When we come to analyse the results of this consultation, it would help us to know if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group. 
Select one answer only from the following options:
a) responding as an individual 
b) responding on behalf of an organisation or group
c) other
[bookmark: _Hlk194394967]If you selected (b), please tell us the name of your organisation or group:

If you selected (c) 'other' please specify:



What sector do you represent?
Please choose one of the following:
a) Government & regulators
b) Environment
c) Agriculture & horticulture
d) Public water supply
e) Navigation
f) Recreation
g) Energy
h) Business
i) Industry (eg Metals)
j) Other
[bookmark: _Int_mQ7JxA7j]If you selected ‘other’, please tell us your sector.
[bookmark: _Toc190093382][bookmark: _Toc1317499531]Consultation Questions 
[bookmark: _Toc1390825160][image: ]
Questions on the standard rules permit
We are proposing standard rules permit that allows the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles. Treatment is limited to dismantling and depollution of waste motor vehicles including sorting, separation or cutting (using hand-held equipment only) and compacting including baling. 
The total quantity of waste motor vehicles that can be accepted at a site is limited to 25,000 tonnes per year.  The standard rules permit can only be used if activities are located within specified distances from sensitive sites unless the activities take place within a building.

Question 1: 
[bookmark: _Int_Kq7qnvTh]Do you agree with the proposal for a standard rules permit for the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles?
· [bookmark: _Hlk216083000]yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_l2qcnF5I]don’t know
If no, please explain your answer.

Question 2: 
Are there any barriers to the use of the standard rules permit?
· yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_KLbzTlhE]don’t know

If yes, please explain your answer.

Questions on the risk assessment
[bookmark: _Int_SIssb9ns]The generic risk assessment lists the potential risks and how to properly manage them.
Question 3: 
Have all the risks for the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles been identified and rated correctly in the generic risk assessment?
· yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_qXvW34NB]don’t know

If no, please explain your answer.

Questions on the standards document
We have produced a proposed set of mandatory standards, using our appropriate measures guidance and fire prevention guidance, that cover the key risks for storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles.
Question 4: Does the standards document control the key risks from the storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles?
· yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_zLQDC3Gc]don’t know
[bookmark: _Toc795910212][bookmark: _Hlk154669752]If no, please explain your answer.

[bookmark: _Hlk212472798]Question 5: Do you find the standards proposed acceptable or unacceptable?
· [bookmark: _Toc1200907315]acceptable
· unacceptable
· [bookmark: _Int_ZCj3il9d]don’t know

If unacceptable, please explain your answer.


Question 6: Are there any other equivalent standards to those described?
· [bookmark: _Hlk154670093]yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_AlNcoMoe]don’t know
If yes, please provide details.

Question 7: For fire prevention measures we have required a usable water supply readily available within 100 metres of the site. This water supply shall provide at least 1800 litres of water for each stored waste motor vehicle in the largest stockpile to extinguish the vehicles if a fire occurs.  
Do you find this requirement acceptable or unacceptable?

· acceptable
· unacceptable
· [bookmark: _Int_9ujFDZ8Z]don’t know

If unacceptable, please explain your answer. 

Questions on the revisions to existing standard rules 
We are proposing replace existing standard rules permits SR2015 No13 and SR2008 No 20 , that allow throughput of 25,000 tonnes per year, with the proposed new standard rules permit SR2025 No 8. 
Question 8:  
Do you agree with the proposal to replace the standard rules permits SR2015 No13 and SR2008 No 20 with the new standard rules permit SR2025 No8?
 
· yes 
· no 
· [bookmark: _Int_GdEZwsJP]don’t know
If no, please explain your answer. 

[bookmark: _Toc142046500][bookmark: _Toc167804474][bookmark: _Toc1115560365][bookmark: _Hlk154671047]Questions on business impacts
You only need to complete this section if you are an operator or would consider using the proposed standard rules or applying for a waste motor vehicles treatment permit.
The Growth Duty requires us to have regard to the desirability of promoting economic growth, alongside our other statutory duties. As part of this duty, we are carrying out an assessment of the economic impacts of the proposed standard rule and standards document.
Question 9: Are there any potential economic impacts, either positive or negative, that the proposals for waste motor vehicles permitting could have on your business?
· yes
· no
· [bookmark: _Int_5E9H5tcx]don’t know

If yes, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc167804475][bookmark: _Toc1568762482]Further comments
Question 10: Please provide any further comments or observations that you would like us to consider as part of this consultation.

6. [bookmark: _Toc190093383][bookmark: _Toc1216151148]Responding to this consultation
[bookmark: _Toc65507334][bookmark: _Toc65665137][bookmark: _Toc190093384][bookmark: _Toc1106063616]Important dates 
This consultation will run for 12 weeks from 17 December 2025 until 10 March 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc65507335][bookmark: _Toc65665138][bookmark: _Toc190093385][bookmark: _Toc997840884]How to respond 
The consultation will be run on Citizen Space, which is the Environment Agency’s consultation website. It will close at (midnight) on 10 March 2026. We will consider all responses received by this date before finalising our proposals.
[bookmark: _Toc137133763][bookmark: _Toc137453456][bookmark: _Toc142046508][bookmark: _Toc1429349082]You can view the consultation document and question online on the Environment Agency’s website.Respond online
Please submit your response on our Citizen Space consultation website, as this provides an easy and efficient way to respond. It will help us to: 
· gather all responses in one place
· summarise responses quickly and accurately
· reduce the costs of the consultations
[bookmark: _Toc137133764][bookmark: _Toc137453457][bookmark: _Toc142046509]Respond by email
If you prefer, you can submit your response by email using the Response form, which you will find under the “Related” section of the consultation on Citizen Space. Please email your completed Response form with the subject header of “Proposals for End-of-Life Vehicles Permitting” to: permissionsserviceteam@environment-agency.gov.uk	Comment by Kevin de Sylva: Just checking this shouldn’t be ‘permissionsserviceteam@ …’
Or maybe the standard rules generic in box?
[bookmark: _Toc137133765][bookmark: _Toc137453458][bookmark: _Toc142046510][bookmark: _Toc1734927964]Ask for a printed version
Please contact our National Customer Contact Centre if you need a printed version of the consultation document to be posted to you, details are as follows: 
National Customer Contact Centre
Telephone: 03708 506 506 
Minicom for the hard of hearing: 03702 422 549
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm
[bookmark: _Toc764259034]Publishing our consultation response
We will publish our response on GOV.UK within 12 weeks of this consultation closing and before we implement the standard rules permits. It will include a summary of comments and queries we received. We will add a link to this document on the consultation page of Citizen Space.
[bookmark: _Toc65507338][bookmark: _Toc65665141][bookmark: _Toc190093386][bookmark: _Toc1406965517]Consultation principles 
[bookmark: _Int_cpwNXFhF]We’re running this consultation in line with the guidance set out in the  government's consultation principles.
If you believe the consultation has not been run in accordance with the principles, please email consultations.enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.
Otherwise, for all other queries relating to this consultation, please email permissionsserviceteam@environment-agency.gov.uk.


[bookmark: _Toc522629686][bookmark: _Toc137453463][bookmark: _Toc142046514][bookmark: _Toc190093387][bookmark: _Toc2053908512]Would you like to find out more about us or your environment?
[bookmark: _Toc522629687][bookmark: _Toc379444898]Then call us on:
[bookmark: _Toc522629688]03708 506 506 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm)
[bookmark: _Toc522629689][bookmark: _Toc522629690]Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
[bookmark: _Toc522629691]Or visit our website 
www.gov.uk/environment-agency 
[bookmark: _Toc522629693]
Incident hotline 
[bookmark: _Toc522629694]0800 807060 (24 hours)
[bookmark: _Toc522629695]
Floodline 
[bookmark: _Toc522629696]0345 988 1188 (24 hours)
Find out about call charges (www.gov.uk/call-charges)
[bookmark: _Toc522629697]
Environment first 
[bookmark: _Int_QodXZbRy]Are you viewing this onscreen? Please consider the environment and only print if necessary. If you are reading a paper copy, please don’t forget to reuse and recycle.
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We welcome your views on the proposed new standard rule, generic risk  assessment and standards document.    
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