 Draft Standards for Waste Motor Vehicles
Reference Version 1 dated 17 December 2025
Applicability
	Storage, depollution and dismantling of waste motor vehicles including sorting, separation, baling, shearing, compacting, crushing, or cutting activities.

	


The standards below apply when referred to by your permit condition or standard rule for ONLY the activities allowed by your permit

[bookmark: _Int_G35m6BEM]1.0	Waste pre-acceptance, acceptance and tracking
1.1	Waste motor vehicles must be assessed to confirm that they are suitable for your facility. 
1.2	You must get the following information in writing when you agree to accept a waste motor vehicle:
(a) details of the vehicle holder, including name, address and contact details
(b) the specific source of the waste motor vehicle
(c) a description of the waste motor vehicle including its type and quantity
(d) the List of Waste codes (European Waste Catalogue (EWC) code)
1.3	You must accurately classify and code the waste motor vehicles. This should be carried out following the waste classification guidance.
1.4	 If the waste motor vehicle has already been depolluted, you must obtain evidence to show this has been done prior to accepting the vehicle.
1.5 	You must clearly designate a materials reception area (or areas).
1.6	All relevant storage areas (quarantine, reception and general) and treatment processes in your facility must have the physical capacity needed for the vehicles you receive. 
1.7	You must keep pre-acceptance records for at least 3 years in a suitable waste tracking system following receipt of the waste motor vehicle.
1.8	You must record:
(a) that a waste motor vehicle has been received or treated
 (b) what the treatment residues are and their weight
 (c) what products (and the product weight) have been made from waste motor vehicles



[bookmark: _Hlk199340580][bookmark: _Int_0tFe2ZL5]2.0	Waste storage, segregation and handling
Storage
2.1	Un-depolluted waste motor vehicles must be fully depolluted as soon as possible but at least within 6 months of receipt at the site.  
[bookmark: _Int_nZKUQhiK]2.2	The waste motor vehicle offloading, reception, treatment and quarantine areas must have impermeable surfaces with a sealed drainage system. 
Impermeable surface means a surface or pavement constructed and maintained to a standard sufficient to prevent the transmission of liquids beyond the pavement surface. It should be read in conjunction with the term sealed drainage system.
Sealed drainage system in relation to an impermeable surface, means a drainage system with impermeable components which does not leak, and which will ensure that:
· no liquids will run off the surface other than into the system
· all liquids entering the system are collected in a sealed sump, except where liquids may be lawfully discharged]
Impermeable surfaces with sealed drainage must meet CIRIA 736: Containment systems for the prevention of pollution or an equivalent approved standard. 
2.3	Areas storing waste motor vehicles awaiting depollution must have the following infrastructure:
(a) an impermeable surface
(b) sealed drainage
2.4	Fully depolluted waste motor vehicles must be stored on either:
(a) an impermeable pavement with a sealed drainage system, or 
(b) a hard standing
Hardstanding means ground surfaced with a durable material. It must have the ability to be kept clear of debris, remain level and rut free. It must be maintained so that it is permeable and does not cause surface water ponding.
2.5	Uncontaminated plastic, glass, ferrous and non-ferrous metals arising from waste motor vehicles must be stored on either:
(a) an impermeable pavement with a sealed drainage system, or
(b) a hard standing
2.6 	You must store parts contaminated with oils in an area that has an impermeable surface and sealed drainage. 
2.7	All waste shall be kept secure.
2.8	You should keep clean surface water separate from contaminated waters.
2.9	You must store Li-ion batteries separately to other batteries, in a secure container which prevents water ingress and any damage from occurring.
2.10	Sites for storage (including temporary storage) of waste motor vehicles must have:
[bookmark: _Int_FOcif9Y0](a)	provision of spillage collection facilities, decanters and cleanser-degreaser, and
(b)	equipment for the treatment of water, including rainwater, in compliance with health and environmental regulations.
Removing oils and other fluids 
2.11	 Oil contaminated parts (such as engines and gear boxes) must be stored in an area that has an impermeable surface and sealed drainage.
2.12	Oils, fluids, and other components removed as part of the depollution process must be stored in a manner that prevents pollution. 
2.13	You must store removed fluids of differing types (for example, oils or water-based fluids) in separate containers in a bunded storage area before removal for specialist recovery or disposal. 

2.14	All gravity-drained holes must be plugged after depollution to prevent any residual leakage. 

2.15	You must allow the oil to drain from the engine until you can no longer see any moving liquid. 

2.16	You must remove the oil filter. You must either treat the oil filter to remove residual oil or store it in a leakproof container prior to removal from site for treatment.  

Removing and storing batteries
2.17	You must disconnect or remove batteries from un-depolluted waste motor vehicles as soon as practicable after they arrive, and before they are stored. Once removed, battery terminals must be insulated (for example, taped or capped off).
2.18	You must check for damage and the chemistry type of any batteries before allocating them to the storage area.
2.19	You must segregate damaged batteries from other batteries and         	wastes.
2.20	You must store batteries in containers that are either:
(a)	weatherproof where they are stored outside or
(b)	stored in a building,
2.21 You must store:
(a)	lead acid batteries upright in acid proof containers to prevent leaks and short circuits
(b)	nickel metal hydride (Ni-MH) batteries in a way that will prevent them being damaged
(c)	 lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries from electric vehicles separately from other batteries
2.22	You must not mix batteries of incompatible chemistries, for example lead acid batteries with Ni-MH batteries.
2.23	You must store batteries in a way that prevents them from:
[bookmark: _Int_7npshC2m](a) 	coming into contact with any liquids
(b)	 being damaged
(c) 	short-circuiting
[bookmark: _Int_9PVplLME](d)	 being exposed to high temperatures (for example, including direct sunlight)

2.24	If a battery is damaged, it must be stored in container that
(i) is watertight;
(ii) has a lid, which fits 
(iii) is filled with sand or similar inert material; 
(iv) is chemically resistant to the materials contained in the battery;
(v) [bookmark: _Int_4bFi0JgQ]is capable of protecting the battery from further damage; and 
(vi) [bookmark: _Int_bnTWTsuO]is capable of containing any liquids that may be released. 
2.25	Damaged Lithium and Li-ion batteries must be quarantined and stored away from buildings and other combustible materials.
2.26	Electric Vehicle (EV) batteries must not be stacked directly on top of one another. 
2.27	There shall be no treatment of batteries, including disassembly of EV batteries.

Segregating waste motor vehicles and their components
2.28	You must keep incompatible waste motor vehicles and components apart. This includes, but is not limited to:
(a) 	keeping depolluted and un-depolluted waste motor vehicles separate
(b) 	keeping waste motor vehicles for as short a duration as possible before depollution
(c) 	segregating flammable gas cylinders in cages away from other activities
2.29	EVs containing damaged batteries shall be stored under cover in a well-ventilated area either;
a) with a 15 m clear radius around them; or

b) behind a suitable fire wall or within a fire-resistant enclosure, both providing at least 2 hours fire resistance.

3.0	Waste treatment
3.1	Before depollution, you must assess the vehicle to identify any hazards, which might affect the way in which its treatment should be handled (for example glass, pressurised containers, hypodermic needles and other biological contamination, or fire damage. 
3.2	All waste motor vehicles shall be treated using the following minimum standards:
(i)	treatment operations for depollution of waste motor vehicles:
(ii)	removal of all batteries and liquified gas tanks where practicable
(iii)	removal or neutralisation of potential explosive components including   air bags or pyrotechnic seat belt pre-tensioners.
(iv)	removal and separate collection and storage of fuel, motor oil, transmission oil, gearbox oil, hydraulic oil, cooling liquids, antifreeze, brake fluids, air-conditioning system fluids and gases and any other fluid contained in the waste motor vehicle, unless they are necessary for the re-use of the parts concerned
(v)	removal, as far as feasible, of all components identified as containing mercury
(vi)	removal of the starting, lighting, ignition (SLI) battery to prevent an accidental electrical discharge before the fuel tank is depolluted.
(b)	treatment operations to promote recycling:
(i)	there shall be no treatment including the decanning of catalytic converters, other than sorting and separating from other wastes.
[bookmark: _Int_QCAIQAns](ii)	removal of metal components containing copper, aluminium and magnesium 
[bookmark: _Int_wjpqKtUr](iii)	removal of tyres, glass and large plastic components (for example bumpers, dashboard, fluid containers,) 
(iv)	removal of balance weights from all wheels including the spare wheel, which are placed in a suitable storage container for recycling.
[bookmark: _Int_YLKsJmFF]3.3	Hazardous waste must not be mixed, either with a different category of hazardous waste or with other waste, substances or materials.
3.4	Waste motor vehicles must be fully depolluted before crushing or 		baling occurs.
3.5	You must remove air conditioning refrigerant gas using specialist equipment.
3.6	You must store air conditioning refrigerant gases in separate collection cylinders for each type of gas.
4.0	Emissions control
Preventing accidental emissions
4.1	You must make sure that any:
· contaminated site drainage waters
· emergency firefighting water
· oil, fuel, or chemical contaminated waters
· spillages of oils, fuels, and chemicals
is either contained on the site or there is a connection to the sealed drainage system.
4.2	Clean surface waters should be kept separated from contaminated surface water.
Fugitive emissions to land and water
4.3	You must provide bunds for all tanks containing liquids (whether waste or otherwise) that could be harmful to the environment if spilled. 
4.4 Bunds must meet CIRIA 736 or an equivalent approved standard and:
[bookmark: _Int_8W2DDGGK](i)	be impermeable, stable and resistant to the stored materials
(ii) have no outlet (that is, no drains or taps) 
(iii)	drain to a blind collection point
(iv)	have pipework routed within bunded areas with no penetration of contained surfaces
(v)	be designed to catch leaks from tanks or fittings
(vi)	have an appropriate capacity
(vii)	have regular visual inspections during which any contents must be pumped out or otherwise removed under manual control after checking for contamination
(viii)	be fitted with a high-level probe and an alarm if not frequently inspected
(ix)	either have tanker connection points within the bund and if that is not possible be provided with adequate containment for spillages or leakage
(x)	have programmed engineering inspections (extending to water testing if structural integrity is in doubt)
(xi)	be emptied of rainwater regularly to maintain the containment capacity
4.5	All above-ground tanks containing liquids (whether waste or otherwise) that could be harmful to the environment if spilled must be kept on an impermeable surface with sealed drainage that meets CIRIA 736 or an equivalent approved standard. 
4.6 	All above-ground tanks containing liquids must be fitted with alarms and cut-out systems to detect and prevent leaks and spills. 
4.7	You must provide secondary containment that meets CIRIA 736, or an equivalent approved standard, for all drums and other mobile containers which are greater than 200 litres in capacity contain liquids (waste or otherwise) that could be harmful to the environment if spilled]
4.8	You must provide appropriate buffer storage capacity at your facility to store waste waters, considering: 
· potential abnormal operating scenarios and incidents
· the nature of any polluting substances and their impact on the downstream wastewater treatment plant and receiving environment
4.9	Enclosed buildings must be 
(i) designed and constructed to provide sheltering cover and minimise emissions of noise, particulate matter, odour, and litter.
(ii) enclosed on all sides
(iii) appropriately ventilated
(iv) regularly assessed to establish the building’s integrity. 
Fire prevention
4.10 You must:
(a) minimise the likelihood of a fire happening
(b) aim for a fire to be extinguished within 4 hours
(c) minimise the spread of fire within the site and to neighbouring sites
4.13 You must:

(a) have fire monitoring, detection and alert system or systems in place and these must operate both within and out of working hours
(b) make sure all the monitoring, measurement, and control devices you would need in an emergency are easy to access and operate in an emergency
(c) maintain the equipment so it is in a good state of repair
(d) where relevant, use equipment and protective systems designed for use in potentially explosive atmospheres
[bookmark: _Hlk215128217]4.12	You must have a usable water supply readily available within 100 metres of the site. This water supply shall provide at least 1800 litres of water for each stored waste motor vehicle in the largest stockpile to extinguish the vehicles if a fire occurs.
4.13	No more than 3 waste motor vehicles shall be stored on top of one another, or on racking. You must maintain a separation distance of 6m between rows or blocks of waste motor vehicles. 
5.0	Emissions monitoring and limits
5.1	The monitoring of emissions to air, land and water shall be carried out using the Monitoring Certification Scheme (MCERTS)
